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The cardboard/paper
recycling trailer at the school is Open

Open:  Recycling Trailer in Groton
The recycling trailer is located at 10 East Rail-

road Ave. 
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St. John’s Lutheran: Worship with communion at 9 a.m.
Emmanuel Lutheran: worship with communion at 9 

a.m.; Men serve at Groton Care & Rehab at 3 p.m.
United Methodist Church: Conde worship, 9 a.m.; cof-

fee fellowship time, 10 a.m., Groton worship, 11 a.m.
Catholic Parish: Mass at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Catho-

lic Church at 9 a.m., then at St. Joseph in Turton at 11 a.m.
First Presbyterian: Bible Study at 9 a.m., Worship at 10 

a.m.
Heaven Bound Ministries: Worship at 10 a.m.
Pool Hours: Open Swim 1-4:50; Lap Swim 5-6:30; Open 

Swim 6:40-8:00.

21
Senior Menu: Chicken Alfredo, lemon buttered broc-

coli, fruit dessert, whole wheat bread.
9 a.m.: Boys golf at Dell Rapids
Emmanuel Lutheran: Bible Study at 6:30 a.m.
United Methodist: Cub Scouts, 6:30 p.m.
Pool Hours: Open Swim 1-4:50; Lap Swim 5-5:45; Aero-

bics 5:45-6:30; Open Swim 6:40-8:00.
City Council: Meets at Groton Community Center, 7 

p.m.

Sun., Aug. 20, 2017

Official Notices
Brown County (updated 8-15)
Frederick Town (Updated 8-15) 
Groton City (updated 8-8) 
Other Notices (updated 8-8)
Groton Area School (updated 8-7)
Frederick Area School Book (updated 7-26)
Westport Town Book (updated 7-26)
Claremont Town Official Notices Book

http://online.flipbuilder.com/hnpb/qrxa/
http://online.flipbuilder.com/hnpb/ylhj/
http://online.flipbuilder.com/hnpb/qwnc/
http://online.flipbuilder.com/hnpb/vqjf/
http://online.flipbuilder.com/hnpb/alyy/
http://online.flipbuilder.com/hnpb/xfze/
http://online.flipbuilder.com/hnpb/labm/
http://online.flipbuilder.com/hnpb/kpbg/
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Congratulations to 1st Place winners, Mike Nehls, Jordan Nehls 
and Kevin Nehls at the Northern Oahe Walleye Series held 

Saturday. Their total weight was 11.39 pounds!

Help Wanted
Full- or part-time for the following positions:  

Healthcare workers for Nurse’s-RN or LPN, and 
Nursing Assistants, Dietary Cook and assistant, 
and Housekeeper. (12 hour shifts/rotating weekends for 
nurses and C.N.A.s)

Contact Jessica Lindskov or Nellie Peterson at 605-397-2365 
or apply in person.

EOE/AA/M/F/V/D-Drug Free Workplace

1106  N. 2nd Street, Groton 
605-397-2365

0817.0914
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 Celebration Has Become a Way of Life for Me
I have just celebrated my birthday, my wife’s birthday and our wedding anniversary. 

I am not sure how old I am or how long we have been married and I won’t even go 
to my wife’s age. I’m old enough to know better.

I have long past the idea of candles on my birthday cake representing one candle per year. The fire 
department will not give us a permit to do that.

Someone asked me how long we have been married and without even thinking, I said, “Forever.” Once 
that word danced out of my lips I knew I was in trouble with the Gracious Mistress of the Parsonage. One 
look from her, and I knew that my forever had ended.

All seriousness aside, celebrations are wonderful opportunities, at least from my point of view, to gorge 
myself with cake. After all, if it is my birthday or anniversary or my wife’s birthday, I should be respectful 
enough to eat the cake presented.

At my age, I’m not too concerned about eating healthy. That's why I love the holidays.
Between holidays, my wife insists on eating healthy. I cannot even name all of the vegetables that ap-

pear on our table at suppertime. I think they are vegetables, my wife says they are vegetables, but I am 
not so sure about it. My wife believes that if it is green and leafy it must be a vegetable.

I, on the other hand, with a fork in each hand, have had enough vegetables I want to get to the cel-
ebratory cake. After all, what is the sense in celebrating a birthday or an anniversary if you cannot eat 
the cake presented? Especially if it is my birthday.

I will give my wife the latitude to put vegetables, so-called, on our dinner table between our celebrations. 
The problem is, my birthday, her birthday and our anniversary are within three weeks of each other. That 
means, there are 49 weeks that I have to put up with vegetables.

Therefore, I am a great one when it comes to celebrating something. Anything. I am so glad that our 
culture is assisting me in this. It has come to the point where there is a celebration for every day of the 
year. I do not care what I’m celebrating, as long as cake is involved, I’m right there. After all, I certainly 
don’t want to offend anybody.

In my carefulness to not offend anybody in this regard, I have on occasion offended my wife. She is a 
vegetableaholic if ever there was one. She even eats vegetables as a snack. Once at a church fellowship, 
she brought in a huge plate of raw vegetables, insinuating it was a snack tray.

Recently, I was sitting in my lazy-boy chair, drinking a nice hot cup of coffee and reflecting on the im-
portant issues of life. I cannot tell you how many problems in this world I have solved if only somebody 
would listen to me.

However, in my muse a wonderful thought embraced several grey cells. What if, and I don’t have any 
legitimate documentation on this, when we get to heaven, it is a celebration every day with cake only 
an angel could bake? And what if, every day it was somebody’s birthday and we needed to celebrate it? 
That certainly would make heaven for me.

Further, in my muse, what if there were no vegetables whatsoever to be found at the Marriage Supper 
of the Lamb? That too would make heaven, heaven for me. What if all we had at that table was cake, pie, 
ice cream and soda pop? Wouldn't that just be divine?

I think most people, particularly my wife, take this matter of eating healthy too seriously. I think when 
a person eats it should be an enjoyable experience and not a ragged old duty.
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I wonder what kind of soda pop they will have in heaven? I’m sure it will not be a diet soda. Why would 

we be dieting in heaven?
What if, and again, I am speculating, everyone in heaven is fat? Everyone is fat, eating, laughing and 

enjoying themselves. Wouldn’t that be a shock to some people? I’m not saying it is, but who’s to say it 
isn’t? A person can dream, can’t they?

That certainly would be something worth celebrating.
In the midst of all this musing, my wife happened to walk in and said, “What in the world are you smil-

ing at?”
I confess it caught me a little off guard. I looked at her, still smiling 

and said, “I was thinking about heaven and the great time we are going 
to have celebrating up there.”

I did not give her any particulars, because it was my dream. All she 
said was, “I think it’ll be a wonderful time up there celebrating.”

Her idea of celebrating may not be exactly my idea of celebrating, but 
then why get caught up in particulars. Her celebration may be differ-
ent from my celebration, but if both of us are happy in that celebrating 
atmosphere, what’s the harm?

I couldn’t help but think of what Jesus once said to his disciples. “I 
am the living bread which came down from heaven: if any man eat of 
this bread, he shall live for ever: and the bread that I will give is my 
flesh, which I will give for the life of the world” (John 6:51).

The best celebration that I know of is feasting upon that “living bread” 
which is none other than Jesus Christ. 

Epa’s Dirty Rotten Scoundrels:
Finally Epa has confessed that its working model assess-

ing origination of traffic area toxics has been underestimat-
ing gasoline petroleum octane enhancers contributions by 
400%. This error contributes to the false perception “Who 
needs ethanol as a safe octane enhancer?” when it is diesel 
that creates the traffic area toxics thus misleading all to 
believe gasoline auto emissions are safe.

As president of South Dakota Farmers Union (SDFU) 
and on behalf of  urban working class citizens who suffer 
traffic area toxics the most plus family farmers, I am call-
ing out EPA and those who still drink the kool-aid of this 
fake traffic area toxics assessment. For all who breathe I 
am focused on the great precedent Senators Daschle and 
Dole established with their 1990 Clean Air Act Amend-
ment to reduce traffic area toxics as lead was phased out.

  I and SDFU policy have long supported and worked 
closely with our senator Daschle to build ethanol markets 
that serve all auto owners, rural economies and public 
health. We still do work closely with senator Daschle, his 
former chief of staff Pete Rouse, and his ethanol consultant 
Dave Hallberg. Working closely with this Daschle team I 
learned and participated in creating the history of the how 
and why this 1990 Clean Air Act amendment was legislat-
ed: Over that time period I learned about the chemistry 
of gasoline combustion that creates tailpipe benzene and 
related toxic emissions.

What I have learned about tailpipe emissions caused me 
to see the amazing irony in a Wall Street Journal editorial 
headline “Those Dirty Rotten Ethanol Scoundrels “. The 
article aimed to position ethanol as an evil plot, something 
being bootlegged into our gasoline.

The irony is “Epa’s Dirty Rotten Scoundrels” aligned with 
self-serving petroleum to implement an evil plot to lock 
ethanol out of free enterprise octane markets:  History 
shows EPA’s technocrats at Ann Harbor, Michigan head-
quarters have always resisted ethanol.  They undermined 
the intent of this Daschle/Dole 1990 Clean Air Act amend-
ment by creating a fraudulent public perception that it is 
illegal to use ethanol’s optimal 94 octane blend or E30 in 
standard autos:  The amendment’s intent still is to severely 
limit costly human genotoxic, carcinogenic benzene and 
related tailpipe emissions:  

While phasing out lead congress feared petroleum in-
terests would replace lead with petroleum’s comparably 
hazardous benzene and related octane referred to as “aro-
matics”:  On combustion these aromatic octane enhancers 

produce substantial benzene and some of the most toxic 
components found in our air identical to those also found 
in cigarette smoke:  The two carbon ethanol molecule does 
not contain or produce these toxics like benzene or related 
aromatic toxics.

The World Health Organization’s and consensus other 
medical researches assert: “Like cigarette smoke there is 
no recommended safe level for benzene in our air.” EPA 
deceptively lowered gasoline’s benzene content from one 
to a half percent as a fake cure all but nefariously ignores 
Clean Air Act directives to reduce gasoline’s substantial 
carcinogenic benzene and related polycyclic aromatic hy-
drocarbon (pah) tailpipe emissions that also cause birth 
defects including infant brain damage.

Importantly we all can read Glacial Lakes Energy’s re-
vealing E30 research by visiting our home web site’s pre-
mium E30 tab: You will also find that for over ten years 
consumer reports confirm high octane E30 is the optimal 
fuel for all autos delivering the same mileage and it can 
also replace benzene related aromatic octane to slash ben-
zene and its related most poisonous emissions up to 80%.   
E30 saves consumers $2-$4 per tank while also delivering 
higher oxygen and octane’s more complete combustion 
plus air charge cooling’s more 
power along with fewer carbon 
deposits to lower maintenance 
costs.

I also can easily see what Epa’s 
dirty rotten deal with petro-
leum costs today’s agriculture.  
The Epa created blend wall has 
stymied growth of ethanol corn 
markets effectively extracting 
billions from especially rural 
communities to transfer that 
wealth to Russia and middle 
east dictators:  The most trag-
ic cost of Epa’s dirty rotten deal 
with petroleum creates unwar-
ranted poisonous benzene and 
related pah emissions that es-
pecially target the fetus and our 
smallest children:  How many 
billions does it take to cover the 
medical costs caused by gaso-
line emission’s  resulting child-
hood cancers, birth defects, 
brain damage, family tragedies 
etc?

All auto owners!
Save $2-$4 /tank

& grow your local economy
by choosing low carbon 

Super Premium E30’s 
94 octane, more power, 

same mileage, fewer 
carbon deposits, lower 

maintenance costs,
slashed benzene & related 

genotoxic, carcinogenic 
tailpipe emissions; 

*see sdfu.org’s E30 tab for 
info, E30 prices\locations.

*Farmers Union’s 
PSA: Courtesy Merle 

Anderson (Merle is 94 
year old founder of Ace 
and legendary ethanol 

supporter... “because it is 
the right thing to do”)

I am also considering buying space for the ad in paper
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THINKING ABOUT HEALTH

By Trudy Lieberman, Rural Health News Service

Stalemate in D.C. Leaves Health Insurance in Limbo  

What should you expect now that the drive to repeal and replace the Affordable Care Act appears dead 
– at least for the moment?  Given how legislation gets made in Washington, I wouldn’t be surprised to 
see some elements of the repeal and replace bill surface again, possibly tacked onto what’s known as 
must-have legislation. 

All that, though, is speculation at this point! What’s more important to millions of families who must buy 
health insurance for next year is how much will it cost and what will it cover?

It’s safe to say that Obamacare will be around for awhile meaning that people without employer cover-
age, Medicare, or Medicaid will have to buy their insurance through their state’s shopping exchange or 
choose a policy insurers may be selling in the individual market.

At the moment the state exchanges are fraught with uncertainty that will affect what your family will 
have to pay. Insurance companies are not sure whether the federal government will enforce Obamacare’s 
individual mandate.

Recall that the mandate requires nearly every American to carry insurance. It was a point of contention 
in last month’s Congressional failure to repeal the health law.

Without the mandate, there’s no way to compel people to buy health insurance, and that means fewer 
people in an insurer’s pool to share the risk of insuring the sick who will be among those signing up for 
coverage. If the mandate is not enforced in the coming year, some insurers say they must price their poli-
cies high enough to cover the claims of people who need medical care.  

Their other big worry is that the Trump administration will not continue the cost-sharing subsidies for 
people with low incomes who buy on the exchanges. The Affordable Care Act assumed that people with 
low incomes – 250 percent of the federal poverty level or less – that’s about $30,000 for a single person 
and $61,000 for a family of four – would need help paying the deductibles and other out of pocket costs. 
So it provided for a system of subsidies for people whose incomes qualified them and who purchased a 
silver plan in their state exchange.

This year some 58 percent of Americans buying on the exchanges received subsidies, which reduced 
their deductibles and other out-of-pocket costs by between $700 and $3,400. If the administration takes 
that help away, it’s a good bet those people won’t be able to buy insurance. 

That’s exactly why the prospect of losing subsidies worries insurance companies as well as policy mak-
ers.  It means the risk pool will shrink even more. That, in turn, will cause premiums to rise, perhaps more 
than they otherwise would.

Because of all this uncertainty, insurers are taking no chances and are pricing their 2018 policies to ac-
count for the possibility of no enforcement of the mandate and loss of cost-sharing subsidies for individuals 
and families. 
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In early August the Kaiser Family Foundation began to quantify what the uncertainty could mean for 

families buying in the state exchanges this fall. In 15 of the 20 states Kaiser looked at, insurers have pro-
posed double-digit increases. 

In Michigan, for example, Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan requested an average rate increase of 26.9 
percent while in New Mexico, New Mexico Health Connections asked for 32.8 percent.

While those proposed increases offer a flavor of what’s to come for policyholders in some states, it’s 
important to remember that few, if any, people pay average rates, and actual premiums for some people 
could be lower. Furthermore, insurance regulators often approve lower rates than the ones insurers ask 
for. Still, in some states, residents are likely to be paying more because of the uncertainty.

Keep in mind that paying a higher monthly premium isn’t the only way the uncertainty can hit your 
pocketbook. If an insurer chooses to charge lower premiums, most likely it will compensate by making 
you pay higher deductibles, coinsurance, and copays.  For 2018 the maximum pay out-of-pocket amount 
is $14,700 for families and $7,350 for individuals, which includes spending for deductibles, copays, and 
coinsurance, but not the premium.  

Paying those amounts is tough, so those buying on the state exchanges this year will have to carefully 
consider the trade-offs between paying higher premiums up front or more later if they get sick. It’s a 
choice that comes down to a family’s tolerance for risk.

What about the 156 million Americans with insurance from their employers? They’re not immune from 
higher cost-sharing either as their employers shift more of the burden of the growing cost of medical care 
to them. Using Kaiser data, Axios Vitals, a Washington health newsletter, estimated that deductibles for 
HMOs have increased 70 percent and for PPOs, preferred provider plans; they’ve gone up 41 percent from 
2010 to 2016.

Just about everyone is feeling the pinch one way or another.

How will you cope with increased insurance costs this year? Write to Trudy at trudy.lieberman @ gmail.com.  
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Customer Appreciation Days
Aug. 22 through Aug. 24
Specials All Week! Daily Drawings!

Tuesday is Coffee, cookies and cheese samples
Wednesday is bring your pet in for a treat

Thursday is beef sandwiches, beans and drink
served from noon to 7 pm. 

Ritchie Waterer rep Curt Weyh available
to speak with on Thursday

Come let us show you OUR
 appreciation for your business
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Today in Weather History 

August 20, 1904: A destructive, estimated F4 tornado moved ESE from 7 miles WNW of Willow Lake, 
through the town, and on into Bryant. Most of the damaged occurred in those two towns. All buildings on 
at least three farms were blown away. One woman died in Bryant, Hamlin County, as the tornado swept 
across the residential west side of town. Another man was killed just west of Willow Lake, as his farm 
house was scattered for miles. 

1886: The 1886 Indianola Hurricane destroyed the town of Indianola, Texas and as such had a signifi-
cant impact on the history and economic development of Texas. The storm ended the rivalry between 
Galveston and Indianola as the chief port of Texas. With the abandonment of Indianola and the unwilling-
ness of the former residents to rebuild close to shore, Galveston became the most important Texan port 
until the 1900 Galveston Hurricane led to the rise of Houston as a major port. It was the fifth hurricane of 
the 1886 Atlantic hurricane season and one of the most intense hurricanes ever to hit the United States.

1910 - The big blow up of forest fires finally came to an end in Idaho. A record dry August fueled 1736 
fires which burned three million acres destroying six billion board feet of timber. The fires claimed the 
lives of 85 persons, 78 of which were fire fighters, and consumed the entire town of Wallace. The smoke 
spread a third of the way around the world producing some dark days in the U.S. and Canada. The forest 
fires prompted federal fire protection laws. (David Ludlum)

1987 - Half a dozen cities in the Central Plains Region reported record high temperatures for the date, 
including Pueblo CO with a reading of 102 degrees, and Goodland KS with a high of 104 degrees. Hill City 
KS reached 106 degrees. (The National Weather Summary)

1988 - Sheridan, WY, reported a record hot temperature reading of 100 degrees. Evening thunderstorms 
produced golf ball size hail near Fortuna ND, and wind gusts to 70 mph near Webster SD. (The National 
Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

1989 - Early morning thunderstorms produced heavy rain in southeast Kansas and northeastern Okla-
homa, with up to six inches reported around Tulsa OK. Some roads in the Tulsa area were closed by water 
10 to 12 feet deep. Evening thunderstorms produced severe weather in northern Oklahoma and southern 
Kansas. Thunderstorms produced winds gusts to 75 mph in Major County OK, and hail two inches in 
diameter at Jennings KS. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

Wallace, Idaho after 
the fires. The image is 
courtesy of the Library of 
Congress Prints & Photo-
graphs Online Catalog.
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We’re starting to get a better feel for what the cloud trends will be on Monday for the eclipse, but it’s 
still a tad early to really nail it down - that won’t be until tomorrow morning. In the two images, we are 
looking at a couple of our main models and what they are forecasting for cloud cover at 1pm Monday, 
which is about the peak eclipse time. The main takeaway here is that you should not literally look at 
where the clouds are at and expect them to be in that particular spot. The main point to get across here 
is that it appears there will be some scattered clouds across South Dakota and west central Minnesota, 
probably not a total overcast sky. We’re optimistic there will be a good opportunity where you live to see 
the eclipse, or you may not have to drive very far. Further south in Nebraska where the path of totality 
is, notice there appears to be a better potential for more widespread cloud cover. This forecast is likely to 
change, and we will keep this updated periodically up until eclipse time!
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Yesterday’s Weather

High Outside Temp:  82.9    
Low Outside Temp: 53.1
High Gust:  21
Precip: 0.00

 

Today’s Info
Record High: 103° in 1976
Record Low: 33° in 1950
Average High: 81°F 
Average Low: 56°F 
Average Precip in Aug: 1.56
Precip to date in Aug: 1.80
Average Precip to date: 15.42
Precip Year to Date: 9.15
Sunset Tonight: 8:32 p.m.
Sunrise Tomorrow: 6:42 a.m.
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WHENEVER…FOR WHATEVER

Whenever is a gracious word that sounds very comforting when someone offers to help us when we 
are going through a difficult time. We know that someone will help when we dial 911. Our homes are 
wrapped in security systems “in case” someone tries to enter if they are not invited. There are endless 
“alerts” available to notify someone, somewhere if we fall, encounter pain or face an emergency. We are 
to be thankful for these and many other devices that let us know that help is available.

In Psalm 34 we are reminded of the realities of life. “God’s eyes,” says David “are on the righteous,” His 
“ears attentive to their cry.” So, whenever the righteous cry out, “the Lord hears them.” Not may or might 
hear them, could or should hear them – but will hear them. We do not have to get in line, dial a number 
on a phone or press a button. Just “call out.” Whenever. David is very realistic about life. He’s been there 
and endured that. When he speaks about the tragedies in his life, we can enter into his experience with 
him. We have walked through the deep valleys as he has and have stumbled through similar shadows. 
Christians are not given a “free pass” to a life without problems.

But we are given the assurance that God is more than present. “His eyes are on us” and “His ears open 
to us.” So, when our hearts are broken by the tragedies of life, our spirits crushed in grief, our joints ache 
and our illnesses never seem to end. So, we are to call on Him. “Whenever” we need “whatever” He’s 
there to help. Whenever…

Prayer: Thank You, Father, for seeing our problems, hearing our cries, and healing our hearts and bod-
ies. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.

Scripture for Today: Psalm 34:18 The LORD is close to the brokenhearted and saves those who are 
crushed in spirit.
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SD Lottery
By The Associated Press

PIERRE, S.D. (AP) _ These South Dakota lotteries were drawn Saturday:

Dakota Cash
03-14-21-26-33
(three, fourteen, twenty-one, twenty-six, thirty-three)
Estimated jackpot: $498,000

Hot Lotto
10-11-12-16-42, Hot Ball: 9
(ten, eleven, twelve, sixteen, forty-two; Hot Ball: nine)
Estimated jackpot: $9.53 million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot: $25 million

Powerball
17-19-39-43-68, Powerball: 13, Power Play: 4
(seventeen, nineteen, thirty-nine, forty-three, sixty-eight; Powerball: thirteen; Power Play: four)
Estimated jackpot: $535 million

Twin Cities woman notches half-marathons in every state
MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — A Twin Cities woman has completed her goal of running half-marathons in every 

state.
The Yankton Press and Dakotan reports that Tammy Moore-Zaruba ran her first 13.1-mile race in 2006 

that took her from Wayzata to Excelsior. It wasn’t until three years later that she decided to shoot for 
every state.

Her last race was in Hawaii. She says that was a special event because her husband and running buddies 
made the trip to celebrate with her.

Moore-Zaruba, a South Dakota native, says she has always been motivated by the feeling of accomplish-
ment that comes from finishing a race and getting it done.

Former tribal leader sentenced to prison for embezzlement
ABERDEEN, S.D. (AP) — A woman who was among a handful of people charged in a tribal embezzlement 

case in South Dakota has been sentenced in federal court.
Fifty-two-year-old Carrie Godfrey, of Sisseton, pleaded guilty in May to conspiracy to commit theft from 

a tribal organization. Authorities say she and her co-defendants embezzled funds from the Big Coulee 
District of the Sisseton-Wahpeton Oyate Tribe.

Godfrey and the other co-defendants were executive board members of the district. They are accused 
of stealing more than $81,500.

Godfrey was sentenced to 10 months in prison and ordered to pay back more than $31,600. She was 
also fined $3,000 and ordered to serve three years of supervised release.

The tribe resides on the Lake Traverse Reservation in northeastern South Dakota and southeastern 
North Dakota.

News from the
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1 man killed, woman injured in crash near Whiteclay

WHITECLAY, Neb. (AP) — Officials say a man has died and a woman has been injured in a crash near 
Whiteclay in northwestern Nebraska.

The Sheridan County Sheriff’s Department says 46-year-old Francis Ray Rencountre died when the vehicle 
he was driving went off a bridge, into a ravine and rolled. The department says a female passenger was 
taken to the Pine Ridge Hospital with injuries.

Investigators believe the two had driven from Pine Ridge, South Dakota, to Rushville and were on their 
way back when the crash happened. Investigators believe alcohol consumption contributed to the crash.

Rapid City residents combing Black Hills for eclipse glasses
RAPID CITY, S.D. (AP) — There is some hope for Black Hills residents desperately seeking eclipse glasses.
The Rapid City Journal reports that most stores and even optometrists stocking glasses that allow safe 

viewing of the eclipse were sold out of them as of earlier this week.
However, the city’s public library will hand out 500 pairs of glasses, strictly one per person and on a first 

come, first served basis, starting at 9 a.m. Monday. The library received 1,000 pairs of eclipse glasses 
through a grant and patrons quickly snapped up the first 500 pairs last Monday.

Looking directly at any portion of the sun can cause permanent damage to the retina. In Rapid City, the 
sun should be 90 to 95 percent obscured by the moon at the event’s peak before noon Monday.

___
Information from: Rapid City Journal, http://www.rapidcityjournal.com

Attack victims came from around world to celebrate Barcelona
BARCELONA, Spain (AP) — The victims of attacks in Barcelona and a nearby resort came from around 

the world and across generations — a Canadian with an adventurous spirit, a Portuguese woman celebrat-
ing her 74th birthday, a 3-year-old Spanish boy enjoying a day out with his family.

They are among 14 people killed and more than 120 others wounded in Barcelona and the nearby town 
of Cambrils on Thursday and Friday. They came from nearly three dozen countries, where loved ones are 
in mourning and celebrating their lost lives.

Here are some details about the victims:
___
Ian Moore Wilson, 53, Canada
Ian Moore Wilson’s daughter Fiona described him as an adventurous traveler and “much-loved husband, 

father, brother and grandfather.”
The Vancouver police department issued a statement from Fiona, a staff sergeant in the force, saying that 

Wilson had been killed and his wife Valerie had been injured in the attack on Las Ramblas in Barcelona.
Fiona Wilson and the Vancouver police thanked the emergency workers and others who helped her 

father in his final moments and got medical assistance for her mother.
“In the midst of this tragedy, my dad would want those around him to focus on the extraordinary acts 

of human kindness that our family has experienced over the past several days, and that is exactly what 
we intend to do,” she wrote.

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau said one Canadian was killed and four injured in the extremist attacks in 
Spain.

___
Granddaughter and grandmother, 20 and 74, Portugal
The two were in Barcelona to celebrate the grandmother’s birthday when they were caught up in the 

horror on Las Ramblas, according to Portuguese media reports.
They had arrived in the city for a week’s vacation just a few hours before they were killed, Jose Luis 

Carneiro, a Lisbon official, told reporters.
The older woman was reported dead Friday, while the younger woman was initially reported as missing 
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before finally being identified Saturday. Those hours left her parents in a painful limbo, Carneiro said.

The parents are “broken-hearted,” Carneiro said. “Firstly, because they were caught by surprise by the 
death of the man’s mother and then spent hours not knowing what had happened to their daughter.”

The victims’ names were not released.
___
Pepita Codina, 75, Spain
Pepita Codina’s death was confirmed by Xavier Vilamala, the mayor of Hipolit de Voldrega, the town of 

3,000 people where she was from near Barcelona.
Vilamala said on Twitter he was “very sad and distressed” by the news.
Local media reported that Codina’s daughter, Elisabet, was injured in the attack, but is currently out of 

danger at Hospital del Marin Barcelona.
___
Bruno Gulotta, 35, Italy
A father from Legnano in northern Italy is being praised as a hero who protected his children during an 

attack in Barcelona.
One of his Gulotta’s work colleagues, Pino Bruno, told the Italian news agency ANSA that he saved the 

life of his two young children — Alessandro, 6, and Aria, 7 months — by throwing himself between them 
and the van that mowed people down.

Bruno said he spoke to Gulotta’s wife, Martina, and she told him her husband had been holding the 
6-year-old’s hand on the tourist-thronged avenue in Barcelona when “the van appeared suddenly.”

“Everyone knelt down, instinctively, as if to protect themselves,” Bruno said, adding that Gulotta put 
himself in front of his children and was fatally struck.

Gulotta was a sales manager for Tom’s Hardware Italia, an online publication about technology. “Rest 
in peace, Bruno, and protect your loved ones from up high,” read one tribute on the company’s website.

___
Carmen Lopardo, 80, Italy
Lopardo, apparently the oldest person to die in the attack, was among three Italians killed in Barcelona, 

according to Italy’s foreign ministry.
In a statement, it said Lopardo was killed in the “vile terrorist attack in Barcelona,” without providing 

details.
News reports said Lopardo was an Italian who had immigrated to Argentina in 1950 and was visiting 

Barcelona.
___
Silvina Alejandra Pereyra, 40, Argentina and Spain
Argentina’s Foreign Ministry says Pereyra, an Argentine-Spanish dual citizen who resided in Barcelona 

for the last 10 years, is among those who died.
It says in a statement that her death was confirmed through family members living in Bolivia after a 

cousin identified her body at a morgue in Barcelona.
The Argentine government expressed its deep regret over the pain caused to Pereyra’s family and friends 

and said its diplomatic missions in Barcelona and Madrid are working to assist.
___
Francisco Lopez Rodriguez, 57, and Javier Martinez, 3, Spain
Francisco Lopez Rodriguez was killed with his 3-year-old grand-nephew, Javier Martinez, while walking 

along the Las Ramblas promenade in Barcelona.
Lopez was accompanied by his wife Roser — who is recovering from her wounds in a hospital — her 

niece and the niece’s two children, one of them Javier.
“He was a lovely man, kind and charitable” and always telling jokes, said 81-year-old Natalia Moreno 

Perez from Lopez’s native town of Lanteira, some 700 inhabitants outside Granada in southern Spain.
Lopez emigrated from the town with his family in the 1960s to seek work, and lived in Rubi, a migrant 
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town of 75,000 people northwest of Barcelona.

Leading newspaper El Pais said Lopez worked as a metal worker in Rubi and had been walking back 
from Barcelona port area when the van burst onto Las Ramblas.

“We are a broken family,” niece Raquel Baron Lopez posted on Twitter.
___
Luca Russo, 25, Italy
One of Italy’s three victims in the Barcelona van attack is being mourned as a brilliant young engineer 

dragged to his death before his girlfriend’s eyes.
A determined Luca Russo, 25, already had a job in electronic engineering, no easy feat in Italy, where 

youth unemployment runs stubbornly high.
“We were investing in him, we wanted to make him grow professionally,” the Italian news agency ANSA 

quoted Stefano Facchinello, one of the partners in the Padua area company where Russo had worked for 
a year, as saying.

The girlfriend, Marta Scomazzon, who was hospitalized with a fractured foot and elbow, told an aunt 
that “we were walking together, then the van came on top of us.”

___
Ana Maria Suarez, Spain
The Spanish Royal family sent condolences to Suarez’s family in its Twitter account after Ana Maria died 

in the attack in the resort town of Cambrils.
According to local media, the woman was originally from the city of Zaragoza, and was on vacation with 

her family. Her husband and one of her sisters are injured in a hospital.
She is the only civilian to have been killed in Cambrils, where attackers wearing fake explosives belts 

were shot to death by police.
___
Jared Tucker, 42, USA
California resident Jared Tucker, 42, and his wife were ending their European vacation in Barcelona after 

visiting Paris and Venice, and were on their way to a beach when they decided to stop at a cafe on La 
Rambla.

Shortly after her husband left to use the restroom “all mayhem broke out,” Heidi Nunes-Tucker told NBC 
News. Later, she learned that he was among those killed in the truck attack in Barcelona, the only known 
American fatality.

Nunes-Tucker, 40, called her husband “truly the love of my life,” and says she’s struggling to make sense 
of the violence.

Tucker’s father, Daniel Tucker, said the couple had saved for the vacation to celebrate their one-year 
wedding anniversary.

Jared Tucker, who worked with his father in a family business remodeling swimming pools, had “a mag-
netic personality and people loved him,” his father told The Associated Press. He liked to fish, play golf 
and other sports, and leaves behind three daughters.

Secretary of State Rex Tillerson expressed condolences to the victim’s family.
___
Elke Vanbockrijck, Belgium
Vanbockrijck was at the KFC Heur Tongeren soccer club “nearly every day” ferrying her 10- and 14-year-

old boys back and forth to training and matches, said team president Arnould Partoens.
The family was on vacation in Barcelona. The boys and their father, a policeman, were unhurt, he said.
Team vice president Herwig Dessers said coaches and players would stand in silence to remember her 

over the next few days “and talk to the children about what happened.”
A picture of Vanbockrijck now rests on the bar inside the clubhouse.
___
Boy, 7, Australia and Philippines
Uncertainty surrounded the case of a 7-year-old boy whose mother was badly wounded in the Barcelona 
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attack.

The Australian and Philippines governments said the boy was missing and his British father had gone 
to search for him, and his grandfather posted an online appeal to help find him. Catalan police, however, 
said all victims were accounted for and no one was missing. Spanish media reported the boy was in a 
Barcelona hospital.

Australian newspapers interviewed a pharmacist where police brought the injured mother until an am-
bulance could arrive. The pharmacist said she kept asking where her son was.

He and his mother were in Barcelona to attend the wedding of a cousin from the Philippines, according 
to Philippines undersecretary Sarah Arriola.

The mother, a 43-year-old Filipino woman, had been based in Australia in recent years. Australian Prime 
Minister Malcolm Turnbull asked people to pray for the boy, who has Australian citizenship.

The family’s names were not released.
___
Danica Kirka in London; Barry Hatton and Helena Alves in Lisbon, Portugal; Ciaran Giles in Madrid, 

Jocelyn Gecker in Walnut Creek, California; Lorne Cook in Brussels, Nicole Winfield in Rome, and Kristen 
Gelineau in Sydney contributed.

Grace Mugabe returns to Zimbabwe despite assault claim
By FARAI MUTSAKA, Associated Press

HARARE, Zimbabwe (AP) — The wife of Zimbabwean President Robert Mugabe returned home from 
South Africa on Sunday despite calls that she be prosecuted for allegedly assaulting a young model at a 
luxury hotel in Johannesburg.

A report by Zimbabwean state broadcaster ZBC showed Grace Mugabe greeting government and mili-
tary officials at the Harare airport after returning on an Air Zimbabwe plane with her husband, who had 
attended a summit of southern African leaders in Pretoria. The Mugabe couple did not attend a state 
funeral for a senior ruling party official later in the day in the Zimbabwean capital; the president usually 
presides over such events.

The South African government said Saturday that it was deciding whether to grant diplomatic immunity to 
Grace Mugabe at the request of the Zimbabwean government, though there was no immediate comment 
from South African authorities on Sunday. South African police had issued a “red alert” at borders to ensure 
she didn’t leave undetected and said they were waiting for a government decision on the immunity appeal.

Asked via text message about whether diplomatic immunity had been granted, a South African foreign 
affairs spokesman told The Associated Press to contact South African police; a police spokesman referred 
the question back to the foreign ministry.

Gabriella Engels, a 20-year-old model, said Zimbabwe’s first lady attacked her on Aug. 13, whipping her 
with an extension cord that cut her forehead.

In reaction to the news that Grace Mugabe had returned to Zimbabwe, a group representing Engels said 
Sunday they will go to court to challenge the South African government if it is confirmed that immunity 
was granted to Mugabe.

“We will take a long-term approach on this,” said Willie Spies, legal representative at AfriForum, an or-
ganization that primarily represents South Africa’s white Afrikaner minority.

“She may be back in Zimbabwe, but it may mean that she will find it very difficult to come back to South 
Africa in the future,” Spies said.

Zimbabwe’s state media have largely remained silent on the scandal over Zimbabwe’s first lady.
The Zimbabwean president’s outspoken wife has been criticized for a fiery temper and lavish shopping 

expeditions, but her rising political profile has some asking whether she is maneuvering to succeed her 
husband. She recently said that Zimbabwe’s ruling party should restore a provision in its constitution stat-
ing that one of the party’s vice presidents should be a woman, and has publicly challenged her 93-year-old 
husband to name a successor.
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Also Sunday, one of Zimbabwe’s two vice presidents, Phelekezela Mphoko, presided over the funeral for 

Shuvai Ben Mahofa, a senior member of Zimbabwe’s ruling party who died a week ago.
South African Airways, meanwhile, said Sunday — hours after the Mugabes returned to Harare— that 

it was resuming flights between South Africa and Zimbabwe after they were blocked by Zimbabwean 
authorities.

Zimbabwe’s action on Saturday followed the grounding of an Air Zimbabwe flight at Johannesburg’s 
main international airport on Friday evening. That plane was cleared for flying on Saturday night, South 
African civil aviation authorities said. It was unclear whether the Mugabes used the same aircraft to return 
to Zimbabwe.

Both countries said they had imposed restrictions because the affected planes did not have a “foreign 
operator’s permit.”

South African Airways said it prepared and submitted required documents after the cancellation of flights 
between Johannesburg, Harare and the Zimbabwean city of Victoria Falls.

The airline dispute had nothing to do with political tensions linked to the scandal over Grace Mugabe’s 
alleged assault, Zimbabwe’s transport minister, Joram Gumbo, told state media.

Willie Spies, the lawyer representing the model who said she was assaulted, speculated that the airline 
impasse was a Zimbabwean ruse designed to distract attention from the first lady’s troubles.

___
Associated Press writer Christopher Torchia contributed to this report from Johannesburg.

PM: Iraqi forces begin operation to retake Tal Afar from IS
By AHMED SAMI, Associated Press

BAGHDAD (AP) — U.S.-backed Iraqi security forces on Sunday began a multi-pronged military operation to 
retake the town of Tal Afar, west of Mosul, from the Islamic State group, Iraq’s prime minister announced.

Tal Afar and the surrounding area is one of the last pockets of IS-held territory in Iraq after victory was 
declared in July in Mosul, the country’s second-largest city. The town, about 150 kilometers (93 miles) east 
of the Syrian border, sits along a major road that was once a key IS supply route.

“The city of Tal Afar will be liberated and will join all the liberated cities,” Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi 
said in a televised speech to the nation broadcast on state television early Sunday. He was dressed in a 
black uniform of the type worn by Iraqi special forces.

Al-Abadi said his message to IS was:  “You either surrender or die.”
By early afternoon, Lt. Gen. Abdul-Amir Rasheed Yar Allah, who commands the operation, said the forces 

had recaptured five villages east of town.
In a statement, the U.S.-led coalition praised Iraqi security forces as a “capable, formidable, and increas-

ingly professional force and they are well prepared to deliver another defeat” to IS in Tal Afar like in Mosul.
“Mosul was a decisive victory for the Iraqi Security Forces, but it did not mark the end of (IS) in Iraq, or 

its worldwide threat,” said U.S. Army Lt. Gen. Stephen Townsend, the commander of U.S. and Coalition 
forces in Iraq and Syria.

The Coalition estimates that approximately 10,000-50,000 civilians remain in and around Tal Afar.
Along with Tal Afar, IS militants are still fully in control of the town of Hawija west of Kirkuk, as well as 

the towns of Qaim, Rawa and Ana in western Iraq near the Syrian border.
Tal Afar has been a stronghold for extremists in Iraq since the 2003 U.S.-led invasion that toppled Sad-

dam Hussein. Many senior leaders al-Qaida in Iraq and IS were from Tal Afar.
Iraq’s mostly Shiite militiamen largely stayed out of the operation to retake Mosul, a mostly Sunni city 

about 80 kilometers (50 miles) to the east, but have vowed to play a bigger role in the battle for Tal Afar, 
which was home to both Sunni and Shiite Turkmen before it fell to IS, a Sunni extremist group. The militias 
captured Tal Afar’s airport, on the outskirts of the town, last year.

Their participation in the coming offensive could heighten sectarian and regional tensions. The town’s 
ethnic Turkmen community maintained close ties to neighboring Turkey. Turkish officials have expressed 
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concern that once territory is liberated from IS, Iraqi Kurdish or Shiite forces may push out Sunni Arabs 
or ethnic Turkmen.

A stepped up campaign of airstrikes and a troop buildup has already forced tens of thousands to flee 
Tal Afar, threatening to compound a humanitarian crisis sparked by the Mosul operation.

Some 49,000 people have fled the Tal Afar district since April, according to the United Nations. Nearly a 
million people remain displaced by the nine-month campaign to retake Mosul.

__
Associated Press writer Sinan Salaheddin contributed from Baghdad.

Police hunt for suspected Barcelona van driver
By JOSEPH WILSON, LORI HINNANT and ALEX OLLER, Associated Press

BARCELONA, Spain (AP) — Spanish police put up scores of roadblocks across the northeast as the 
manhunt continued Sunday for the suspected driver of the van that plowed into pedestrians in Barcelona.

Police in Catalonia are searching for Younes Abouyaaquoub, a 22-year-old Moroccan suspected of carry-
ing out the attack Thursday in Barcelona that left 13 dead and over 120 people wounded.  Another attack 
hours later killed one person and injured others in seaside town of Cambrils.

Authorities said the two attacks were the work of a large terrorist cell that had been plotting for a long 
time from a house they took over in Alcanar, a quiet town down the coast from Barcelona. The Islamic 
State group has claimed responsibility for both attacks.

The investigation is also focusing on a missing imam who police think could have died in a massive house 
explosion Wednesday in Alcanar. Police believe imam Abdelbaki Es Satty radicalized the young men in the 
extremist cell, which may have accidently blown up the house in Alcanar with the explosive material it 
was collecting. Es Satty in June abruptly quit working at a mosque in Ripoll and has not been seen since.

His former mosque denounced the deadly attacks and weeping relatives marched into a Ripoll square on 
Saturday, tearfully denying any knowledge of the radical plans of their sons and brothers. Abouyaaquoub’s 
mother said his younger brother Hussein has also disappeared, as has the younger brother of one of five 
radicals slain Friday by police during the Cambrils attack.

On Sunday, King Felipe VI, Queen Letizia, Spanish Prime Minister Mariano Rajoy and other officials at-
tended a solemn Mass at Barcelona’s Sagrada Familia basilica for the victims of the attacks. The archbishop 
of Barcelona, Cardinal Joan Josep Omella, said the presence of so many people was a “beautiful mosaic” of 
unity and urged all to work toward a common objective of “peace, respect, fraternal coexistence and love.”

Everyone so far known in the cell grew up in Ripoll, a town in the Catalan foothills 100 kilometers (62 
miles) north of Barcelona. Spanish police searched nine homes in Ripoll, including Es Satty’s, and set up 
roadblocks. French police carried out extra border checks on people coming in from Spain.

Neighbors, family and the mayor of Ripoll said they were shocked by news of the alleged involvement 
of the young men, whom all described as integrated Spanish and Catalan speakers.

Halima Hychami, the weeping mother of Mohamed Hychami, an attacker believed to have been killed by 
police, said he told her he was leaving on vacation and would return in about a week. His younger brother, 
Omar, left mid-afternoon Thursday and has not been heard from since.

“We found out by watching TV, same as all of you. They never talked about the imam. They were normal 
boys. They took care of me, booked my flight when I went on vacation. They all had jobs. They didn’t 
steal. Never had a problem with me or anybody else. I can’t understand it,” she said.

Even with Abouyaaquoub and others at large, Spanish Interior Minister Juan Ignacio Zoido declared the 
cell “broken” Saturday. In addition to the five killed by police, four were in custody and others were killed 
in a house explosion Wednesday. He said there was no new imminent threat of attack.

Police conducted controlled explosions Saturday in Alcanar, south of Barcelona.
Initially, only one person was believed killed in the Wednesday blast that destroyed a house in Alcanar. 

But officials said DNA tests were underway to determine if human remains found Friday were from a 
second victim. A police official, speaking on condition of anonymity to discuss the ongoing searches, said 
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investigators believed they may belong to Es Satty.

The official said investigators also discovered ingredients of the explosive TATP, used by the Islamic State 
group in attacks in Paris and Brussels, as well as multiple butane tanks.

Neighbors said they had seen three vehicles coming and going from the home, including an Audi used 
in the Cambrils attack and the van used in the Barcelona attack.

The president of the mosque where Es Satty preached, Ali Yassine, said he hadn’t seen him since June, 
when he announced he was returning to Morocco for three months.

Fatima Abouyaaquoub, sister-in-law of the Hychami brothers and the cousin of Younes Abouyaaquoub, 
found it all hard to believe.

“I’m still waiting for all of it to be a lie. I don’t know if they were brainwashed or they gave them some 
type of medication or what. I can’t explain it,” she said.

Islamic extremists have made a point of targeting Europe’s major tourist attractions — especially in 
rented or hijacked vehicles. But in the last two years, the extremist group has steadily lost ground in its 
self-declared caliphate in Iraq and Syria.

The 14 people killed spanned generations — from age 3 to 80 — and left behind devastated loved ones.
Vancouver police said Sunday that 53-year-old Canadian Ian Moore Wilson was among those killed in 

Barcelona and his wife Valerie was wounded.
Fiona Wilson, his daughter, described her father as an adventurous traveler and thanked those who 

helped him in his final moments and got help for her mother.
“In the midst of this tragedy, my dad would want those around him to focus on the extraordinary acts 

of human kindness that our family has experienced over the past several days, and that is exactly what 
we intend to do,” she said in a statement.

Francisco Lopez Rodriguez, a 57-year-old Spaniard, was killed with his 3-year-old grand-nephew, Javier 
Martinez, while walking along the Las Ramblas promenade. His widow Roser is recovering in a hospital.

“We are a broken family,” niece Raquel Baron Lopez posted on Twitter.
Other victims included a grandmother, 74, and her granddaughter, 20, from Portugal who were visit-

ing Barcelona to celebrate a birthday; an Italian father who saved his children’s lives but lost his own; an 
American man who was celebrating his first wedding anniversary.

By late Saturday, the Catalan emergency service said 53 attack victims still remained hospitalized, 13 of 
them in critical condition.

___
Hinnant and Oller reported from Ripoll. Angela Charlton in Paris; Nicole Winfield in Rome; Mystyslav 

Chernov in Ripoll; Oleg Cetinic in Alcanar; and Ciaran Giles in Madrid contributed.

Massive counterprotest upstages Boston “free speech rally”
By STEVE LeBLANC, Associated Press

BOSTON (AP) — Thousands of demonstrators chanting anti-Nazi slogans in a public rejection of white 
nationalism upstaged a small group in Boston that planned a “free speech rally” a week after a violent 
clash rocked Virginia and reverberated across the U.S.

Counterprotesters marched through the city on Saturday to historic Boston Common, where conserva-
tives had planned to deliver a series of speeches but soon left. Police vans later escorted the conservatives 
out of the area, as boisterous counterprotesters scuffled with police.

Organizers of the event, the Boston Free Speech Coalition, had publicly distanced themselves from the 
neo-Nazis, white supremacists and others who fomented violence in Charlottesville on Aug. 12. A woman 
was killed at that Unite the Right rally, and many others were injured, when a car plowed into counter-
demonstrators.

Opponents feared that white nationalists might show up in Boston anyway, and turned out in force, some 
dressed entirely in black with bandannas over their faces. Officials said the rallies — the largest of about 
a half dozen around the country on Saturday — drew about 40,000 people.
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Counterprotesters chanted slogans, and waved signs that said: “Make Nazis Afraid Again,” ‘’Love your 

neighbor,” ‘’Resist fascism” and “Hate never made U.S. great.” Others carried a large banner that read: 
“SMASH WHITE SUPREMACY.”

Chris Hood, a free speech rally attendee from Dorchester, said people were unfairly making it seem like 
the rally was going to be “a white supremacist Klan rally.”

“That was never the intention,” he said. “We’ve only come here to promote free speech on college 
campuses, free speech on social media for conservative, right-wing speakers. And we have no intention 
of violence.”

One of the planned speakers of the conservative activist rally said the event “fell apart.”
Congressional candidate Samson Racioppi, who was among several slated to speak, told WCVB-TV that 

he didn’t realize “how unplanned of an event it was going to be.”
Rockeem Robinson, a youth counselor from Cambridge, said he joined the counterprotest to “show sup-

port for the black community and for all minority communities.”
Members of the Black Lives Matter movement held a protest on the Common, where a Confederate flag 

was burned and protesters pounded on the sides of a police vehicle.
Boston Commissioner William Evans said 33 arrests had been made by Saturday night — mostly for 

disorderly conduct while some were for assaulting police officers.
The police department tweeted Saturday afternoon that some protesters were throwing bottles, urine 

and rocks at them.
President Donald Trump applauded the people in Boston who he said were “speaking out” against bigotry 

and hate. Trump added in a Twitter message that “Our country will soon come together as one!”
Saturday’s showdown in Boston was mostly peaceable, and after demonstrators dispersed, a picnic atmo-

sphere took over with stragglers tossing beach balls, banging on bongo drums and playing reggae music.
Rallies in other cities around the country, while smaller, also were forceful.
Counterprotesters marched through New Orleans, some of them carrying signs that read “White People 

Against White Supremacy” and “Black Lives Matter.” And in Atlanta, a diverse crowd marched from the 
city’s downtown to the home of the late Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.

Meredith Dubé brought her two daughters, 2-year-old Willow Dubé and 12-year-old Rai Chin to the At-
lanta rally. Dubé is white and her daughters are mixed race. She said it is essential to show children at an 
early age that love is more powerful than hate.

In California, a rally was held near the famed Venice beach boardwalk in Los Angeles and an anti-racism 
rally was held in Laguna Beach one day before the group America First! planned to hold a demonstration 
in the same place that’s being billed as an “Electric Vigil for the Victims of Illegals and Refugees.”

Mayor Toni Iselman told the crowd that “Laguna Beach doesn’t tolerate diversity, we embrace diversity.”
In Silicon Valley, more than 500 people gathered in Mountain View in response to a far-right “March on 

Google” to rally against the technology company’s firing of a white male software engineer over his claim 
that women were biologically unsuited to tech jobs. Organizers postponed the right-wing march, alleging 
threats from leftists.

In Dallas, a scuffle broke out between people at a rally against white supremacy and supporters of 
Confederate monuments as the event was ending. Police officers had to subdue the crowd.

The rally, which authorities estimated 2,300 people attended, was at City Hall plaza, near a Civil War 
cemetery that houses a memorial to Confederate soldiers. Only a few hundred people remained when 
tempers flared and officers on horseback broke up the two sides.

The Rev. Michael W. Waters, one of the speakers at the rally, said: “Now is the time to do what is right 
in the city of Dallas. Now is the time to bring these monuments down.”
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Researchers find wreckage of WWII-era USS Indianapolis

By DOUGLASS K. DANIEL, Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — Civilian researchers say they have located the wreck of the USS Indianapolis, the 

World War II heavy cruiser that played a critical role in the atomic bombing of Hiroshima before being 
struck by Japanese torpedoes.

The sinking of the Indianapolis remains the Navy’s single worst loss at sea. The fate of its crew — nearly 
900 were killed, many by sharks, and just 316 survived — was one of the Pacific war’s more horrible and 
fascinating tales.

The expedition crew of Research Vessel Petrel, which is owned by Microsoft co-founder Paul Allen, says 
it located the wreckage of the Indianapolis on the floor of the North Pacific Ocean, more than 18,000 feet 
(5,500 meters) below the surface, the U.S. Navy said in a news release Saturday.

“To be able to honor the brave men of the USS Indianapolis and their families through the discovery of 
a ship that played such a significant role in ending World War II is truly humbling,” Allen said in the news 
release.

The Indianapolis, with 1,196 sailors and Marines on board, was sailing the Philippine Sea between Guam 
and Leyte Gulf when two torpedoes from a Japanese submarine struck just after midnight on July 30, 
1945. It sank in 12 minutes, killing about 300. Survivors were left in the water, most of them with only 
life jackets.

There was no time to send a distress signal, and four days passed before a bomber on routine patrol 
happened to spot the survivors in the water. By the time rescuers arrived, a combination of exposure, de-
hydration, drowning and constant shark attacks had left only one-fourth of the ship’s original number alive.

Over the years numerous books recounted the ship’s disaster and its role in delivering key components 
of what would become the atomic bomb “Little Boy” to the island of Tinian, the take-off point for the 
bomber Enola Gay’s mission to Hiroshima in August 1945. Documentaries and movies, most recently “USS 
Indianapolis: Men of Courage” (2016) starring Nicolas Cage, have recounted the crew’s horror-filled days 
at sea. The Indianapolis sinking also was a plot point in the Steven Spielberg blockbuster “Jaws” (1975), 
with the fictitious survivor Capt. Quint recounting the terror he felt waiting to be rescued.

The Navy news release issued Saturday said a key to finding the Indianapolis came in 2016 when Richard 
Hulver, a historian with the Naval History and Heritage Command, determined a new search area. Hulver’s 
research identified a naval landing craft that had recorded a sighting of the Indianapolis the day before it 
sank. The research team developed a new search area, although it was still 600 square miles of open ocean.

The Navy said the 13-person expedition team on the R/V Petrel was surveying the Indianapolis site. The 
team’s work has been compliant with U.S. law regarding a sunken warship as a military grave not to be 
disturbed, according to the Navy. The wrecked ship remains the property of the Navy and its location is 
both confidential and restricted, it said.

Comedian, civil rights activist Dick Gregory dies
By DAISY NGUYEN, Associated Press

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Dick Gregory, the comedian and activist and who broke racial barriers in the 1960s 
and used his humor to spread messages of social justice and nutritional health, has died. He was 84.

Gregory died late Saturday in Washington, D.C. after being hospitalized for about a week, his son Chris-
tian Gregory told The Associated Press. He had suffered a severe bacterial infection.

As one of the first black standup comedians to find success with white audiences, in the early 1960s, 
Gregory rose from an impoverished childhood in St. Louis to win a college track scholarship and become 
a celebrated satirist who deftly commented upon racial divisions at the dawn of the civil rights movement.

“Where else in the world but America,” he joked, “could I have lived in the worst neighborhoods, attended 
the worst schools, rode in the back of the bus, and get paid $5,000 a week just for talking about it?”

Gregory’s sharp commentary soon led him into civil rights activism, where his ability to woo audiences 
through humor helped bring national attention to fledgling efforts at integration and social equality for 
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blacks.

Democratic Sen. Cory Booker of New Jersey tweeted, “Dick Gregory’s unflinching honesty & courage, 
inspired us to fight, live, laugh & love despite it all.” A tweet by actress/comedian Whoopi Goldberg said, 
“About being black in America Dick Gregory has passed away, Condolences to his family and to us who 
won’t have his insight 2 lean on R.I.P”

Gregory briefly sought political office, running unsuccessfully for mayor of Chicago in 1966 and U.S. 
president in 1968, when he got 200,000 votes as the Peace and Freedom party candidate. In the late ‘60s, 
he befriended John Lennon and was among the voices heard on Lennon’s anti-war anthem “Give Peace 
a Chance,” recorded in the Montreal hotel room where Lennon and Yoko Ono were staging a “bed-in” for 
peace.

An admirer of Gandhi and Martin Luther King Jr., Gregory embraced nonviolence and became a vegetar-
ian and marathon runner.

He preached about the transformative powers of prayer and good health. Once an overweight smoker 
and drinker, he became a trim, energetic proponent of liquid meals and raw food diets. In the late 1980s, 
he developed and distributed products for the popular Slim-Safe Bahamian Diet.

When diagnosed with lymphoma in 2000, he fought it with herbs, exercise and vitamins. It went in re-
mission a few years later.

He took a break from performing in comedy clubs, saying the alcohol and smoke in the clubs were un-
healthy and focused on lecturing and writing more than a dozen books, including an autobiography and 
a memoir.

Gregory went without solid food for weeks to draw attention to a wide range of causes, including Middle 
East peace, American hostages in Iran, animal rights, police brutality, the Equal Rights Amendment for 
women and to support pop singer Michael Jackson when he was charged with sexual molestation in 2004.

“We thought I was going to be a great athlete, and we were wrong, and I thought I was going to be a 
great entertainer, and that wasn’t it either. I’m going to be an American Citizen. First class,” he once said.

Richard Claxton Gregory was born in 1932, the second of six children. His father abandoned the family, 
leaving his mother poor and struggling. Though the family often went without food or electricity, Gregory’s 
intellect and hard work quickly earned him honors, and he attended the mostly white Southern Illinois 
University.

“In high school I was fighting being broke and on relief,” he wrote in his 1963 book. “But in college, I 
was fighting being Negro.”

He started winning talent contests for his comedy, which he continued in the Army. After he was dis-
charged, he struggled to break into the standup circuit in Chicago, working odd jobs as a postal clerk and 
car washer to survive. His breakthrough came in 1961, when he was asked to fill in for another comedian 
at Chicago’s Playboy Club. His audience, mostly white Southern businessmen, heckled him with racist 
gibes, but he stuck it out for hours and left them howling.

That job was supposed to be a one-night gig, but lasted two months -- and landed him a profile in Time 
magazine and a spot on “The Tonight Show.”

Vogue magazine, in February 1962, likened him to Will Rogers and Fred Allen: “bright and funny and 
topical ... (with) a way of making the editorials in The New York Times seem the cinch stuff from which 
smash night-club routines are rightfully made.” ‘’I’ve got to go up there as an individual first, a Negro 
second,” he said in Phil Berger’s book, “The Last Laugh: The World of Stand-up Comics.” ‘’I’ve got to be 
a colored funny man, not a funny colored man.”

His political passions were never far from his mind -- and they hurt his comedy career. The nation was 
grappling with the civil rights movement, and it was not at all clear that racial integration could be achieved. 
At protest marches, he was repeatedly beaten and jailed.

He remained active on the comedy scene until recently, when he fell ill and canceled an August 9 show 
in San Jose, California, followed by an August 15 appearance in Atlanta. On social media, he wrote that 
he felt energized by the messages from his well-wishers, and said he was looking to get back on stage 
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because he had a lot to say about the racial tension brought on by the gathering of hate groups in Virginia.

“We have so much work still to be done, the ugly reality on the news this weekend proves just that,” 
he wrote.

He is survived by his wife, Lillian, and 10 children.

‘Free speech rally’ cut short after massive counterprotest
By STEVE LeBLANC, Associated Press

BOSTON (AP) — Thousands of demonstrators chanting anti-Nazi slogans converged Saturday on down-
town Boston in a boisterous repudiation of white nationalism, dwarfing a small group of conservatives 
who cut short their planned “free speech rally” a week after a gathering of hate groups led to bloodshed 
in Virginia.

Counterprotesters marched through the city to historic Boston Common, where many gathered near 
a bandstand abandoned early by conservatives who had planned to deliver a series of speeches. Police 
vans later escorted the conservatives out of the area, and angry counterprotesters scuffled with armed 
officers trying to maintain order.

Members of the Black Lives Matter movement later protested on the Common, where a Confederate 
flag was burned and protesters pounded on the sides of a police vehicle.

Later Saturday afternoon, Boston’s police department tweeted that protesters were throwing bottles, 
urine and rocks at them and asked people publicly to refrain from doing so.

Boston Commissioner William Evans said 27 arrests were made — mostly for disorderly conduct while 
some were for assaulting police officers. Officials said the rallies drew about 40,000 people.

Trump applauded the people in Boston who he said were “speaking out” against bigotry and hate. Trump 
added in a Twitter message that “Our country will soon come together as one!”

Organizers of the event, which had been billed as a “Free Speech Rally,” had publicly distanced themselves 
from the neo-Nazis, white supremacists and others who fomented violence in Charlottesville on Aug. 12. 
A woman was killed at that Unite the Right rally, and many others were injured, when a car plowed into 
counterdemonstrators.

Opponents feared that white nationalists might show up in Boston anyway, raising the specter of ugly 
confrontations in the first potentially large and racially charged gathering in a major U.S. city since Char-
lottesville.

One of the planned speakers of the conservative activist rally said the event “fell apart.”
Congressional candidate Samson Racioppi, who was among several slated to speak, told WCVB-TV that 

he didn’t realize “how unplanned of an event it was going to be.”
Some counterprotesters dressed entirely in black and wore bandannas over their faces. They chanted 

anti-Nazi and anti-fascism slogans, and waved signs that said: “Make Nazis Afraid Again,” ‘’Love your 
neighbor,” ‘’Resist fascism” and “Hate never made U.S. great.” Others carried a large banner that read: 
“SMASH WHITE SUPREMACY.”

Chris Hood, a free speech rally attendee from Dorchester, said people were unfairly making it seem like 
the rally was going to be “a white supremacist Klan rally.”

“That was never the intention,” he said. “We’ve only come here to promote free speech on college 
campuses, free speech on social media for conservative, right-wing speakers. And we have no intention 
of violence.”

Rockeem Robinson, a youth counselor from Cambridge, said he joined the counterprotest to “show 
support for the black community and for all minority communities.”

TV cameras showed a group of boisterous counterprotesters on the Common chasing a man with a 
Trump campaign banner and cap, shouting and swearing at him. But other counterprotesters intervened 
and helped the man safely over a fence into the area where the conservative rally was to be staged. 
Black-clad counterprotesters also grabbed an American flag out of an elderly woman’s hands, and she 
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stumbled and fell to the ground.

Saturday’s showdown was mostly peaceable, and after demonstrators dispersed, a picnic atmosphere 
took over with stragglers tossing beach balls, banging on bongo drums and playing reggae music.

The Boston Free Speech Coalition, which organized the event, said it has nothing to do with white na-
tionalism or racism and its group is not affiliated with the Charlottesville rally organizers in any way.

Rallies in other cities around the country each attracted hundreds of people showing their opposition 
to white supremacist groups.

Counterprotesters marched through New Orleans, some of them carrying signs that read “White People 
Against White Supremacy” and “Black Lives Matter.”

In Atlanta, a diverse crowd marched from the city’s downtown to the home of the late Rev. Martin Luther 
King Jr. Meredith Dubé brought along her two daughters, 2-year-old Willow Dubé and 12-year-old Rai Chin. 
Dubé is white and her daughters are mixed race. She said it is essential to show children at an early age 
that love is more powerful than hate.

An anti-racism rally was held in Laguna Beach, California, one day before the group America First! 
planned to hold a demonstration in the same place that’s being billed as an “Electric Vigil for the Victims 
of Illegals and Refugees.”

Mayor Toni Iselman told the crowd that “Laguna Beach doesn’t tolerate diversity, we embrace diversity.”
In Dallas, a large crowd attending a rally against white supremacy on Saturday evening called for the 

city to take down the city’s Confederate statues.
“Now is the time to do what is right in the city of Dallas,” said the Rev. Michael W. Waters who addressed 

the group at City Hall Plaza, a short distance from the city’s Confederate War Memorial. “Now is the time 
to bring these monuments down.”

Police officers on horseback moved in to break up a scuffle between people at the rally and supporters 
of Confederate monuments.

Police officers on horseback monitored the situation, and a police helicopter circulated above.

Suspect in killings of 2 Fla. officers arrested at bar
KISSIMMEE, Fla. (AP) — A police officer in Florida died from his injuries Saturday, a day after his col-

league was killed when a suspect fired at them during a scuffle while they were on patrol. The suspect 
was later arrested at a bar.

Sgt. Sam Howard died Saturday afternoon at a hospital where he had been taken following Friday night’s 
attack in Kissimmee, Florida, located south of the theme park hub of Orlando.

Officer Matthew Baxter died Friday night, a short time after authorities say he was shot by 45-year-old 
Everett Miller.

Miller faces a charge of first-degree murder for the killing of Baxter. Authorities hadn’t yet said what 
charges he could face for Howard’s death.

During a patrol late Friday of a neighborhood with a history of drug activity, Baxter was “checking out” 
three people, including Miller, when the officer got into a scuffle with Miller. Howard, his sergeant, re-
sponded as backup, said Kissimmee Police Chief Jeff O’Dell.

The officers didn’t have an opportunity to return fire. They weren’t wearing body cameras.
Sheriff’s deputies with a neighboring law enforcement agency later tracked Miller down to a bar and 

approached him. Miller started reaching toward his waistband when the deputies tackled and subdued 
him, O’Dell said.

They found a handgun and revolver on him.
“They were extremely brave and heroic actions taken by the deputies,” O’Dell said.
The police chief said Miller was taken to jail wearing Baxter’s handcuffs.
Authorities originally said they believed there were four suspects, but the chief said Saturday that no 

other arrests are anticipated.
Miller, 45, was a Marine veteran and was recently involuntarily committed for a mental evaluation by the 
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Osceola County Sheriff’s Office. The early stages of the investigation shows that Miller had made threats 
to law enforcement on Facebook, O’Dell said.

Baxter, 27, had been with the Kissimmee Police Department for three years. He was married to another 
Kissimmee police officer and they have four children.

Howard, 36, has served with the Kissimmee Police Department for 10 years. He and his wife have one 
child, O’Dell said.

“They are two wonderful men, family men,” O’Dell said. “They are two committed to doing it the right 
way.”

Separately, two other officers were injured late Friday in Jacksonville, Florida, after police responded to 
reports of an attempted suicide at a home where the mother of the man’s child, their 19-month-old tod-
dler, the woman’s mother and a family friend were thought to be in danger. One of the officers was shot 
in both hands and the other was shot in the stomach.

Jacksonville Sheriff Mike Williams said Saturday that officers Michael Fox and Kevin Jarrell are in stable 
condition following Friday night’s confrontation with an armed Derrick Brabham, who was killed by the 
officers.

In Pennsylvania, two state troopers were shot and a suspect killed outside a small-town store south of 
Pittsburgh on Friday night.

In a suburb of Birmingham, Alabama, a suspect was fatally shot and an officer injured after they got 
into a struggle.

President Trump tweeted early Saturday that his thoughts and prayers were with the Kissimmee Police 
Department. “We are with you!” he said.

Florida Gov. Rick Scott tweeted he was “heartbroken” by the attacks on the officers.
U.S. Rep. Darren Soto said Saturday that he will ask for American flags to be flown over the U.S. Capitol 

and he plans to ask for a moment of silence on the floor of the U.S. House to honor the officers.
The officers were fatally shot in a district where the top prosecutor says she will no longer seek the 

death penalty. State Attorney Aramis Ayala announced earlier this year that she wouldn’t seek the death 
penalty, explaining it’s not a deterrent and it drags on for years for the victims’ relatives. The announce-
ment came as her office was building a case against Markeith Loyd, who is charged with the fatal shooting 
of an Orlando Police lieutenant.

Gov. Rick Scott on Saturday evening issued an executive order removing the case from Ayala and reas-
signing it.

“Today, I am using my executive authority to reassign this case to State Attorney Brad King to ensure 
the victims of last night’s attack and their families receive the justice they deserve,” Scott said in the order.

A spokeswoman for Ayala didn’t respond to an email inquiry seeking comment.

Spain investigates missing imam, mysterious explosion
By LORI HINNANT, JOSEPH WILSON and ALEX OLLER, Associated Press

RIPOLL, Spain (AP) — A missing imam and a house that exploded days ago became the focus Saturday 
of the investigation into an extremist cell responsible for two deadly attacks in Barcelona and a nearby 
resort, as authorities narrowed in on who radicalized a group of young men in northeastern Spain.

Investigators searched the home of Abdelbaki Es Satty, an imam who in June abruptly quit working at 
a mosque in the town of Ripoll, the home of the Islamic radicals behind the attacks that killed 14 people 
and wounded over 120 in the last few days. Police were trying to determine whether Es Satty was killed 
in a botched bomb-making operation on Wednesday, the eve of the Barcelona bloodshed.

His former mosque has denounced the deadly attacks and weeping relatives marched into a Ripoll square 
on Saturday, tearfully denying any knowledge of the radical plans of their sons and brothers. At least one 
of the suspects is still on the run, and his younger brother has disappeared, as has the younger brother 
of one of the five attackers slain Friday by police.

Catalan police said a manhunt was centered on Younes Abouyaaquoub, a 22-year-old Moroccan suspected 
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of driving the van that plowed into a packed Barcelona promenade Thursday, killing 13 people and injuring 
120. Another attack early Friday killed one person and wounded five in the resort of Cambrils.

The Islamic State group has claimed responsibility for both.
Everyone so far known in the cell grew up in Ripoll, a town in the Catalan foothills near the French bor-

der 100 kilometers (62 miles) north of Barcelona. Spanish police searched nine homes in Ripoll, including 
Es Satty’s, and two buses, and set up a roadblock that checked each car entering the town. Across the 
Pyrenees, French police carried out extra border checks on people coming in from Spain.

Neighbors, family and even the mayor of Ripoll said they were shocked by news of the alleged involve-
ment of the young men, whom all described as integrated Spanish and Catalan speakers with friends of 
all backgrounds.

Halima Hychami, the weeping mother of Mohamed Hychami, one of the attackers named by police, said 
he told her he was leaving on vacation and would return Aug. 25. His younger brother, Omar, slept late 
Thursday and left mid-afternoon.

Mohamed Hychami is believed among the five attackers shot to death by police in Cambrils. She hasn’t 
heard from Omar since he left.

“We found out by watching TV, same as all of you. They never talked about the imam. They were normal 
boys. They took care of me, booked my flight when I went on vacation. They all had jobs. They didn’t 
steal. Never had a problem with me or anybody else. I can’t understand it,” she said.

Even with Abouyaaquoub at large, Spanish Interior Minister Juan Ignacio Zoido declared the cell “bro-
ken” Saturday. In addition to the five killed by police, four were in custody and one or two were killed in 
a house explosion Wednesday. He said there was no new imminent threat of attack.

Police also conducted a series of controlled explosions Saturday in the town of Alcanar, south of Barce-
lona, where the attacks were planned in house that was destroyed Wednesday by an explosion. Authorities 
had initially thought it was a gas accident, but took another look after the attacks.

Initially, only one person was believed killed in the Wednesday blast. But officials said DNA tests were 
underway to determine if human remains found there Friday were from a second victim. A police official, 
speaking on condition of anonymity to discuss the ongoing searches, said investigators believed the re-
mains may belong to Es Satty.

The official said investigators also discovered ingredients of the explosive TATP, used by the Islamic State 
group in attacks in Paris and Brussels, as well as multiple butane tanks that the group may have wanted 
to combine with the homemade explosive and load into their vehicles.

Neighbors on Saturday said they had seen three vehicles coming and going from the home, including 
an Audi used in the Cambrils attack and the van used in the Barcelona attack.

The president of the mosque where Es Satty preached, Ali Yassine, said he hadn’t seen him since June, 
when he announced he was returning to Morocco for three months.

“He left the same way he came,” said a bitter Wafa Marsi, a friend to many of the attackers, who ap-
peared Saturday alongside their families to denounce terrorism.

Members of Ripoll’s Muslim community denounced the vehicle attacks and offered their sympathy to 
the families of the victims.

Authorities said the two attacks were the work of a large terrorist cell that had been plotting for a long 
time from the house in Alcanar, 200 kilometers (125 miles) down the coast from Barcelona.

The lone named suspect still at large, Abouyaaquoub, figures on a police list of four main suspects sought 
in the attacks.  Also on the list is 17-year-old Moussa Oukabir, whose brother Driss reported to police that 
his documents stolen. Ripoll’s mayor confirmed that those documents were found in a vehicle used in the 
attacks. Moussa was one of the five radicals killed, and Driss is in custody, police said.

Catalan regional police said they are mounting major road blocks throughout the northeastern region, 
warning people they may encounter traffic jams on different roads.

A French police official said authorities were also looking for a Kangoo utility vehicle that was believed 
to have been rented in Spain by a suspect in the Barcelona attack that might have crossed the border.
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Fatima Abouyaaquoub, sister-in-law of the Hychami brothers and the cousin of Younes Abouyaaquoub, 

said she found it all hard to believe.
“I’m still waiting for all of it to be a lie. I don’t know if they were brainwashed or they gave them some 

type of medication or what. I can’t explain it,” she said.
Abouyaaquoub’s mother said his younger brother, Hussein, left home Thursday afternoon and hasn’t 

returned.
The sheer size of the cell and the close family relations among the attackers recalled the November 

2015 attacks in Paris, in which Islamic State attackers struck the national stadium, a Paris concert hall and 
bars and restaurants nearly simultaneously, leaving 130 people dead. Since then, the extremist group has 
steadily lost ground in its self-declared caliphate in Iraq and Syria.

Islamic extremists have made a point of targeting Europe’s major tourist attractions in recent years — 
especially in rented or hijacked vehicles.

Yet Spain decided to keep its terrorist threat alert at level 4 — out of five — declaring Saturday that no 
new attacks were imminent. Zoido said the country would reinforce security for events that draw large 
crowds as well as at popular tourist sites.

The dead and wounded in the two attacks came from 34 countries. By late Saturday, the Catalan emer-
gency service said 53 people remained hospitalized, 13 of them in critical condition.

The 14 people killed spanned generations — from age 3 to age 80 — and left behind devastated loved 
ones. They included a grandmother, 74, and her granddaughter, 20, from Portugal who were visiting Bar-
celona to celebrate a birthday; an Italian father who saved his children’s lives but lost his own; an American 
man who was celebrating his first wedding anniversary in vibrant Barcelona.

Francisco Lopez Rodriguez, a 57-year-old Spaniard, was killed with his 3-year-old grand-nephew, Javier 
Martinez, while walking along the Las Ramblas promenade. His widow Roser is recovering from her wounds 
in a hospital.

“We are a broken family,” niece Raquel Baron Lopez posted on Twitter.
___
Wilson contributed from Barcelona. Angela Charlton in Paris; Nicole Winfield in Rome; Mystyslav Chernov 

in Ripoll; Oleg Cetinic in Alcanar; and Ciaran Giles in Madrid contributed.

Duke University removes damaged Robert E. Lee statue
By JONATHAN DREW, Associated Press

DURHAM, N.C. (AP) — Duke University removed a statue of Gen. Robert E. Lee early Saturday after it 
was vandalized amid a national debate about monuments to the Confederacy.

The university said it removed the carved limestone likeness before dawn from the entryway to Duke 
Chapel, where it stood among 10 historical figures. Officials discovered early Thursday that the statue’s 
face had been gouged and scarred and that part of the nose is missing.

Another statue of Lee, the top Confederate general during the Civil War, was the focus of the violent 
protest in Charlottesville, Virginia, that turned deadly a week ago.

Duke University president Vincent Price said in a letter to the campus community that he consulted with 
faculty, staff, students and alumni before deciding to remove the statue.

“I took this course of action to protect Duke Chapel, to ensure the vital safety of students and commu-
nity members who worship there, and above all to express the deep and abiding values of our university,” 
Price said in the letter.

Durham has been a focal point in the debate over Confederate statues after protesters tore down a 
bronze Confederate soldier in front of a government building downtown on Monday. Eight people face 
charges including rioting and damaging property. Days later, hundreds marched through Durham in a 
largely peaceful demonstration against racism before an impromptu rally at the stone pedestal where the 
statue stood.

Other monuments around North Carolina also have been vandalized since the Charlottesville protest, 
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and calls are growing to take down a Confederate soldier statue from the campus of the University of 
North Carolina in Chapel Hill.

Gov. Roy Cooper has urged the removal of Confederate monuments from public property around the 
state, though his goal would be difficult to achieve because of a 2015 state law prohibiting their removal. 
Duke is a private university and outside the scope of that law.

The Lee statue had stood for about 85 years between two other historical figures of the American South, 
Thomas Jefferson and poet Sidney Lanier, along the main entryway to the neo-Gothic church at the center 
of Duke’s campus. It was moved into storage at 3 a.m. Saturday and its future is undetermined, university 
spokesman Michael Schoenfeld told the Herald-Sun of Durham.

“We want people to learn from it and study it and the ideas it represents. What happens to it and where 
it will be is a question for further deliberation,” Schoenfeld said. The decision was supported by the uni-
versity’s trustees, Schoenfeld said.

Duke has been affiliated since its founding with the United Methodist Church. Luke Powery, dean of Duke 
Chapel, said Saturday he sees the empty space formerly occupied by the Lee statue as creating a new 
opportunity to heal the ongoing racism problems confronting the country.

The gap “in many ways represents a hole in the heart of the United States and the ongoing struggles of 
racism, hatred and bigotry - all the things we’re seeing in our streets. We haven’t come as far as perhaps 
we thought we had come as a nation,” Powery said.

___
Follow Drew at www.twitter.com/jonldrew

Today in History
By The Associated Press

Today in History
Today is Sunday, Aug. 20, the 232nd day of 2017. There are 133 days left in the year.
Today’s Highlight in History:
On August 20, 1977, the United States launched Voyager 2, an unmanned spacecraft carrying a 12-inch, 

gold-plated copper phonograph record containing images, greetings in dozens of languages, samples of 
music and sounds of nature. (The probe is now more than 10 billion miles away from earth; a more pre-
cise, continually updated figure can be found online at https://www.jpl.nasa.gov/voyager/mission/status/.)

On this date:
In 1833, Benjamin Harrison, 23rd president of the United States, was born in North Bend, Ohio.
In 1866, more than a year after the end of fighting in the Civil War, President Andrew Johnson issued 

Proclamation 157, which declared that “peace, order, tranquillity, and civil authority now exist in and 
throughout the whole of the United States of America.”

In 1882, Tchaikovsky’s “1812 Overture” had its premiere in Moscow.
In 1910, a series of forest fires swept through parts of Idaho, Montana and Washington, killing at least 

85 people and burning some 3 million acres.
In 1914, German forces occupied Brussels, Belgium, during World War I.
In 1940, during World War II, British Prime Minister Winston Churchill paid tribute to the Royal Air Force 

before the House of Commons, saying, “Never in the field of human conflict was so much owed by so 
many to so few.” Exiled Communist revolutionary Leon Trotsky was assassinated in Coyoacan, Mexico by 
Ramon Mercader. (Trotsky died the next day.)

In 1953, the Soviet Union publicly acknowledged it had tested a hydrogen bomb.
In 1964, President Lyndon B. Johnson signed the Economic Opportunity Act, a nearly $1 billion anti-

poverty measure.
In 1968, the Soviet Union and other Warsaw Pact nations began invading Czechoslovakia to crush the 

“Prague Spring” liberalization drive.
In 1972, the Wattstax concert took place at the Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum.
In 1989, entertainment executive Jose Menendez and his wife, Kitty, were shot to death in their Beverly 
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Hills mansion by their sons, Lyle and Erik. Fifty-one people died when a pleasure boat sank in the River 
Thames (tehmz) in London after colliding with a dredger.

In 1992, shortly after midnight, the Republican National Convention in Houston nominated President 
George H.W. Bush and Vice President Dan Quayle for second terms in office.

Ten years ago: Tens of thousands of tourists fled the beaches of the Mayan Riviera as Hurricane Dean 
roared toward Mexico’s Yucatan Peninsula. A smoking China Airlines Boeing 737-800 exploded in a fireball 
at an airport gate in Okinawa seconds after all 157 passengers and eight crew members had safely evacu-
ated. Democratic presidential candidate Barack Obama expressed irritation with the “Obama Girl” web 
video starring actress Amber Lee Ettinger, telling The Associated Press it had upset his young daughters. 
Hotel magnate Leona Helmsley died in Greenwich, Connecticut, at age 87.

Five years ago: In a historic change at one of the world’s most exclusive golf clubs, Augusta National 
invited former Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice and South Carolina financier Darla Moore to become 
the first female members; both accepted. Two college friends, Elizabeth Nass and Rose Mayr, were killed 
when a CSX train derailed on a rail bridge in Ellicott City, Maryland, burying the young women in coal. 
Comedian Phyllis Diller, 95, died at her Los Angeles home.

One year ago: Republican presidential nominee Donald Trump told a rally in Fredericksburg, Virginia that 
his party had to do a better job of appealing to African-American voters and that he wanted the GOP to 
become their political home as it was in the era of Abraham Lincoln. At the Rio Games, the U.S. women’s 
basketball team won a sixth consecutive Olympic gold medal in dominant fashion, routing Spain 101-72. 
Allyson Felix and LaShawn Merritt anchored the 4x400 relay teams to victory. Caster Semenya of South 
Africa won her first Olympic gold in a personal-best of 1:55.28 in the 800 meters.

Today’s Birthdays: Writer-producer-director Walter Bernstein is 98. Boxing promoter Don King is 86. 
Former Sen. George Mitchell, D-Maine, is 84. Former U.S. Rep. Ron Paul, R-Texas, is 82. Former MLB All-
Star Graig Nettles is 73. Broadcast journalist Connie Chung is 71. Musician Jimmy Pankow (Chicago) is 70. 
Actor Ray Wise is 70. Actor John Noble is 69. Rock singer Robert Plant (Led Zeppelin) is 69. Country singer 
Rudy Gatlin is 65. Singer-songwriter John Hiatt is 65. Actor-director Peter Horton is 64. TV weatherman 
Al Roker is 63. Actor Jay Acovone is 62. Actress Joan Allen is 61. Movie director David O. Russell is 59. TV 
personality Asha Blake is 56. Actor James Marsters is 55. Rapper KRS-One is 52. Actor Colin Cunningham 
is 51. Actor Billy Gardell is 48. Rock singer Fred Durst (Limp Bizkit) is 47. Actor Jonathan Ke Quan is 47. 
Rock musician Brad Avery is 46. Actor Misha Collins is 43. Rock singer Monique Powell (Save Ferris) is 
42. Jazz/pop singer-pianist Jamie Cullum is 38. Actor Ben Barnes is 36. Actress Meghan Ory is 35. Actor 
Andrew Garfield is 34. Actor Brant Daugherty is 32. Actress-singer Demi Lovato is 25.

Thought for Today: “You know you’re old when your walker has an airbag.” — Phyllis Diller (1917-2012).


