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The cardboard/paper
recycling trailer at the school is Open

Open:  Recycling Trailer in Groton
The recycling trailer is located at 10 East Rail-

road Ave. 
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St. John’s Lutheran: Worship at 9 a.m.
Emmanuel Lutheran: worship at 9 a.m.
United Methodist Church: Conde worship, 9 a.m.; cof-

fee fellowship time, 10 a.m., Groton worship, 11 a.m.
Catholic Parish: Mass at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Catho-

lic Church at 9 a.m., then at St. Joseph in Turton at 11 a.m.
First Presbyterian: Bible Study at 9 a.m., Worship at 10 

a.m.
Heaven Bound Ministries: No Worship.

14
Senior Menu: Meatballs, mashed potatoes and gravy, 

carrots, fruit cocktail, whole wheat bread.
7 p.m.: School Board Meeting
Emmanuel Lutheran: Bible Study at 6:30 a.m.

Sun., Aug. 13, 2017

Official Notices
Groton City (updated 8-8) 
Other Notices (updated 8-8)
Groton Area School (updated 8-7)
Brown County (updated 8-7)
Frederick Area School Book (updated 7-26)
Westport Town Book (updated 7-26)
Frederick Town  (updated 7-18)
Claremont Town Official Notices Book

Girls soccer opens
season with win

The Groton Area girls soccer team defeated Gar-
retson, 3-0, in the season opener held Saturday in 
Groton.

Harleigh Stange had two unassisted goals and 
Regan Liecht had one goal with an assist by Stange. 
Devan Howard had five saves as the goalie.

http://online.flipbuilder.com/hnpb/qwnc/
http://online.flipbuilder.com/hnpb/vqjf/
http://online.flipbuilder.com/hnpb/alyy/
http://online.flipbuilder.com/hnpb/vovv/
http://online.flipbuilder.com/hnpb/xfze/
http://online.flipbuilder.com/hnpb/labm/
http://online.flipbuilder.com/hnpb/cimp/
http://online.flipbuilder.com/hnpb/kpbg/
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The Endless Flow of Ink
This past week I had my yearly visit with my doctor. Believe me, it was no vacation 

but it did vacate the cash in my wallet. It was not the loss I needed at the time.
It is amazing about my doctor. He knows the exact cash I have in my wallet at any 

given time. More amazing, everything he does for me is covered by that cash in my wallet. One time I try 
to hide a five spot in my wallet, but to no avail. The doctor knew it was there, somehow, I’m not sure how.

Most doctors are experts in the area of extraction. Mostly, the extraction of cash from their patients. 
That may be what they learn in medical school, I’m not too sure.

My doctor ordered me to come in the next day for a blood test and the nurse came in to prepare me. 
One thing she said was I needed to fast before coming to the doctor’s office the next day.

To me, fasting is to see how fast you can eat your food. It’s a contest and I win every time. When I sug-
gested that to the nurse, she surgically removed that thought from my head and explained that it meant 
I could have no food at all, not even coffee.

Looking at her with a rather somber scowl, I said, “You really don’t want to see me before I drink my 
morning coffee, do you?” I was snickering as I said it to her.

Without blinking, she simply said, “I’m in charge of the needle!”
I remember the last time I gave a nurse a hard time, I called her Miss Dracula and she stabbed me with 

the needle six times before she found any blood. I know she did it intentionally, because while she was 
doing it, I barely noticed a smile giggling on her face.

Being a man patient, I was not permitted to cry, although I was crying on the inside.
Never, and I mean never, make the nurse unhappy. She knows how to do the needle perfectly or she 

knows how to do it hurtfully. She knows more than one way to stab a patient with the needle. My nurse 
knew every way.

I managed to do my “fasting” according to the nurse’s instruction.
Sitting in the waiting room waiting for my appointment I was given a stack of paper and told to fill it 

out for their records. I have written several books in my time, but this paperwork was ridiculous. They 
wanted to know things about me that I did not even know about me. Are you allowed to lie to the doctor?

There was page after page of information I needed to write down. I’m not quite sure, but I think I went 
through 17 pens before I finished the whole batch. That’s a lot of ink.

Why the doctor needs to know all of those things about me is beyond my imagination, but I must confess 
that I did stretch my imagination in filling out the paperwork.

I also must confess that without my morning cup of Joe my tiny gray cells were not functioning normally. 
It also affected my eyesight. As I looked at each page it became more blurry, which affected my reading 
ability. I had no idea what I was reading.

With my reading ability so affected, my writing ability was completely out of the operating room. I no-
ticed I was starting to write in a foreign language, which I did not recognize. I’m not sure if my spelling 
was bad or if I was writing in “tongues.”

It was then I remembered seeing a prescription my doctor wrote for me once. On that paper he also 
was writing in “tongues” because I could not interpret a word he wrote. So, the doctor probably will be 
able to read my paperwork.
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Home for Sale

Comfortable, efficient and great location
2006 home (28X44) with spacious deck and garage.       

$95,000
Open House August 12th and 13th, 1:00 to 3:00

Contact Bob Walter 605-380-6804.   
16 E 4th Ave., Groton

I kept writing, but I am not sure they were actually words I was writing, trying to get to the end of the 
paperwork before the nurse called me for my blood work. I am not sure which is worse, the blood work 
or the paperwork. Both have taken a lot of blood out of my body at the time. I was concerned that the 
nurse would not find any blood left in my body.

I am not sure, but I think the amount of blood the nurse extracted from my person was equal to the 
amount of ink I used to fill out the paperwork.

After I got home, I began to worry about what I wrote on the doctor’s papers. How much trouble would 
I be in the next time I saw my doctor? He is always looking for something wrong with me and he never 
finds anything.

The more I thought about it, the more I realized my doctor was a medical doctor and not a psychiatrist. 
If a psychiatrist would read those papers, I probably would be admitted to the psychiatric unit in the 
nearest hospital available.

I thought of what David once said, “Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart, be 
acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, my strength, and my redeemer” (Psalm 19:14).

What a man says reveals what’s in his heart. I can let somebody pull words out of my mouth, or I can 
let my heart speak. The choice is mine.
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Customer Appreciation Days
Aug. 22 through Aug. 24
Specials All Week! Daily Drawings!

Tuesday is Coffee, cookies and cheese samples
Wednesday is bring your pet in for a treat

Thursday is beef sandwiches, beans and drink
served from noon to 7 pm. 

Ritchie Waterer rep Curt Weyh available
to speak with on Thursday

Come let us show you OUR
 appreciation for your business
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Today in Weather History 

August 13, 2000: A thunderstorm set numerous prairie fires in Harding County. Over a thousand acres 
burned by the end of the day.

1831: The Great Barbados Hurricane was an intense Category 4 hurricane that left cataclysmic damage 
across the Caribbean and Louisiana in 1831. From August 11 through the 13, Bermudians were amazed 
to see the sun with a decidedly blue appearance, giving off an eerie blue light when it shone into rooms 
and other enclosed places. Ships at sea as far west as Cape Hatteras reported that “their white sails ap-
peared a light blue colour.” A month later it was learned that the astounding blue sunlight had coincided 
with a terrible hurricane that caused 1,477 people to lose their lives. It was assumed that the hurricane 
was intensive enough to cause an unusual disturbance in the higher atmospheric strata, and refraction, 
diffraction or absorption of light rays, to cause the blue reflection. Because the sun appeared bluish-green, 
Nat Turner took this as the final signal and began a slave rebellion a week later on August 21.

1919 - High winds and heavy rain struck the Middle Atlantic Coast Region. In New Jersey, winds gusted 
to 60 mph at Atlantic City, and nine inches of rain fell at Tuckerton. The wind and rain leveled crops and 
stripped trees of fruit causing several million dollars damage. (David Ludlum)

1980 - The afternoon high at New York City was just 89 degrees. But there were fifteen days of 90 de-
gree heat during the month, their hottest August of record. (The Weather Channel)

1985 - Hail larger than golf balls, driven by 70 mph winds, moved down crops, stripped trees, and broke 
windows, near Logan KS. Road graders cleared three foot drifts of hail on Kansas Highway 9 east of Lo-
gan. (The Weather Channel) 

1987: A succession of thunderstorms produced rainfall that was unprecedented in 116 years of precipitation 
records at Chicago, Illinois during an 18 hour period from the evening of the 13th to the early afternoon 
of the 14th. The resulting flash flood was the worst ever to strike the Chicago metropolitan area, causing 
three deaths and water damage that amounted to 221 million dollars. O’Hare International Airport received 
an event total of 9.35 inches of rain in 18 hours, shattering the previous 24-hour record of 6.24 inches. 
For about 24 hours, the airport was only accessible from the air as all roads were blocked by high water, 
including the Kennedy Expressway.

1988 - A dozen cities in the northeastern U.S. reported record high temperatures for the date. Lansing 
MI reported a record 35 days of 90 degree weather for the year, Detroit MI reported a record 37 days of 
90 degree heat for the year, and Williamsport PA reported a record 38 days of 90 degree weather for the 
year. (The National Weather Summary)

1989 - Thunderstorms developing in a tropical airmass over the northeastern U.S. soaked Connecticut 
and Massachusetts with four to eight inches of rain over the weekend, between the 11th and 13th of the 
month. Hartford CT received 7.70 inches of rain. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data) 

1991: Stockton, California received 0.05 inch of rainfall on this day. Since 1949, this is the only measured 
rainfall in Stockton on August 13th.

2003: A string of days in Paris France with temperatures from the 4th to the 12th above 95°F ends when 
the day’s high drops to 90°F. During the long, hot summer which began 25 July and has registered sev-
eral days above 100°F, an estimated 14,800 have died from heat-related causes, the French government 
admits. Click HERE for more information from NASA’s Earth Observatory.

2014: An official, New York State 24 hour precipitation record was set at Islip, NY on August 12-13 when 
13.57” of rain fell. Click HERE for more information from the NWS Office in New York.

https://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/IOTD/view.php?id=3714
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The slow moving weather system lingers over North Dakota, with an unstable atmosphere across the 
area. This will lead to isolated to scattered morning through afternoon showers and storms. Dry conditions 
will set in for Monday, but another system will move into the region late Monday/Tuesday for an additional 
shot at moisture.
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Yesterday’s Weather

High Outside Temp:  77.7 F at 1:14 PM				  
Low Outside Temp: 58.3 F at 3:12 AM	
High Gust:  21.0 Mph at 1:36 PM
Precip: 0.33

	

Today’s Info
Record High: 112° in 1965
Record Low: 35° in 1964
Average High: 83°F 
Average Low: 57°F 
Average Precip in Aug: 1.02
Precip to date in Aug: 1.11
Average Precip to date: 14.88
Precip Year to Date: 8.46
Sunset Tonight: 8:43 p.m.
Sunrise Tomorrow: 6:33 a.m.
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WHY WORSHIP AND SING PRAISES?

Each church has its own “temperament.” There are those where you find happiness and hope, a warm 
fellowship and a welcoming spirit. Others are cold and closed, old and tired. In between are some that 
are looking for an identity and try one thing and then another.

Psalm 33 is filled with enthusiasm for God. And it has some great advice on how people and “churches” 
are to worship God. “Sing joyfully,” said the Psalmist. “Praise the Lord with the harp and the ten-stringed 
lyre,” he continues. But why?

One reason is that “The Word of the Lord is right and true.” No one has ever rejected the Bible because it 
contradicts itself but because it contradicts the reader. “The only objection against the Bible,” said Wilmot 
the infidel when he was dying, “is a bad life.”

“The plans of the Lord stand true,” is another reason to worship and praise God. A father said to his 
son, “Go to the third step and jump. I’ll catch you!” But he didn’t and his son fell to the floor. “Now get 
up and remember,” he said, “don’t trust anyone – not even your father.” Our Heavenly Father never tricks 
us nor tempts us. He is faithful in all things and at all times.

Finally, “The eyes of the Lord are upon those who fear Him. No army has ever saved a king,” said David. 
Warriors work together and combine their strength but are often defeated. But “God delivers His own 
from death and keeps them alive in famine.”

Humanists depend on human beings. Christians depend on Jesus Christ to “deliver” and “nourish” them. 
And when He does – all praise goes to Him.

Prayer: Father, may our hearts and lives be centered on worshiping You in songs of joy and shouts of 
praise. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.

Scripture for Today: Psalm 33:1 Sing joyfully to the LORD, you righteous; it is fitting for the upright to 
praise him.
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SD Lottery
By The Associated Press

PIERRE, S.D. (AP) _ These South Dakota lotteries were drawn Saturday:

Dakota Cash
13-22-32-33-34
(thirteen, twenty-two, thirty-two, thirty-three, thirty-four)
Estimated jackpot: $453,000

Hot Lotto
18-19-23-37-46, Hot Ball: 9
(eighteen, nineteen, twenty-three, thirty-seven, forty-six; Hot Ball: nine)
Estimated jackpot: $9.26 million

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot: $15 million

Powerball
20-24-26-35-49, Powerball: 19, Power Play: 2
(twenty, twenty-four, twenty-six, thirty-five, forty-nine; Powerball: nineteen; Power Play: two)
Estimated jackpot: $356 million

Regents to ask policymakers to create financial aid program
PIERRE, S.D. (AP) — The South Dakota Board of Regents says it will ask policymakers to create a com-

prehensive state financial aid program.
The board said Friday that Dakota’s Promise will be aimed at closing the gap between current financial 

aid and South Dakota college students’ cost of attendance.
Regents President Bob Sutton says the state is at the “very bottom” when it comes to state-financed 

scholarship programs. He says many South Dakota students still have unmet need after exhausting all 
existing aid options.

The $3.5 million aid request would have the state fill the financial gap for a student after all other avail-
able sources have been used. The board says the funding would scale up in future years until an estimated 
roughly 6,000 students receive financial support each year at a $10.3 million cost.

South Dakota to get more pheasant shooting preserves
PIERRE, S.D. (AP) — South Dakota will get almost 20 more private shooting preserves this year which 

will cover an additional 18,000 acres of land.
The shooting preserves typically serve nonresident pheasant hunters who are looking for high bird 

numbers, The Capital Journal reported.
Jennelle Blaha, the preserve-program coordinator for the state Game, Fish and Parks Department, said 

economic recovery and a decrease in the state’s wild bird population has helped push for the preserve 
increase.

“I think more of the public is coming back to South Dakota to hunt,” Blaha said.
It’s a modest increase from last year and is the highest number of preserves in the state since 2010.
Ten preserve licenses were issued to new operators, Blaha said.

News from the
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The additional preserves bring the state’s total to 215 preserves this hunting season. Brule County has 

the most preserves with almost 25. More than 130 private shooting preserves are along the Missouri River 
corridor.

Preserves reported releasing almost 440,000 rooster pheasants last year. More than 280,000 of those 
roosters were harvested. Almost 90 percent of the birds were raised in pens while the rest were wild birds.

In their first season, preserves are required to release 300 rooster pheasants. Afterward they must 
release at least 600 birds every season.

The department doesn’t compile survey data from hunters with preserve licenses, nor does the depart-
ment complete brood-counts near preserves in August.

___
Information from: Pierre Capital Journal, http://www.capjournal.com

South Dakota school district increases teacher diversity
SIOUX FALLS, S.D. (AP) — An effort to recruit more non-white teachers to a South Dakota school district 

took a step toward closing a longstanding classroom diversity gap.
Sioux Falls School District has hired almost 10 teachers of color this summer, increasing the total of 

non-white teachers in its schools to almost 70, the Argus Leader reported. The district has around 1,500 
teachers and 98 percent of them are white.

White students make up less than two-thirds of enrollment in the district, which has more than 20,000 
students.

The district’s newest strategic plan proposed hiring an addition 13 non-white teachers by 2020.
Superintendent Brian Maher said the district may reevaluate the goal if it can achieve it ahead of schedule.
Recruiting efforts helped boost the number of hires, said Assistant Superintendent Jamie Nold. Calls have 

been made to universities seeking out students of color finishing their teaching degrees.
School board President Kate Parker said the goal doesn’t seem too small and that she expects schools 

will continue to work on diversity once the goal is met.
“It wouldn’t surprise me if we aimed higher,” Parker said.
The ultimate goal is to have a teaching staff that better reflects the diversity of the student population, 

she said.
High schools have begun a program called “Grow Your Own” that aims to encourage students to consider 

a teaching career. The program also provides internship opportunities for those with bachelor’s degrees 
who may consider switching into the teaching field.

___
Information from: Argus Leader, http://www.argusleader.com

Iran lawmakers raise missile, Guard spending to challenge US
By NASSER KARIMI and JON GAMBRELL, Associated Press

TEHRAN, Iran (AP) — Iran’s parliament voted overwhelmingly Sunday to increase spending on its bal-
listic missile program and the foreign operations of its paramilitary Revolutionary Guard, chanting “Death 
to America” in a direct challenge to Washington’s newest sanctions on the Islamic Republic.

The lawmakers’ vote comes amid growing anger in Iran over U.S. President Donald Trump’s threats to 
renegotiate the nuclear deal struck with world powers in 2015. While they stressed the bill wouldn’t violate 
the terms of that agreement, it again increases the friction between the two nations that routinely have 
tense encounters in the Persian Gulf.

In a session Sunday, 240 lawmakers voted for the bill, with only one abstention from the 247 legislators 
on hand, Iran’s state-run news agency IRNA reported.

The bill now heads to an oversight committee called the Guardian Council, which is expected to approve 
it.  Abbas Araghchi, a deputy foreign minister and senior nuclear negotiator on hand for the vote, said 
moderate President Hassan Rouhani’s government would support the bill.
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“The bill has very wisely tried not to violate the (nuclear deal) and also gives no chance to the other 

party to manipulate it,” he said in comments reported by IRNA.
Under terms of the bill, some $800 million will be put toward several projects, including the Defense 

Ministry and its intelligence agencies. Among the agencies receiving money would be the Revolutionary 
Guards’ Quds force, an expeditionary force run by Gen. Qassem Soleimani, who has been in Syria and Iraq.

The Guard, separate from Iran’s conventional military forces, answers only to Supreme Leader Ayatollah 
Ali Khamenei.

The bill also imposes a visa and travel ban on U.S. military and security organizations and their com-
manders who have provided financial, intelligence, military, logistic and training support to terrorists in the 
region, naming the Islamic State group and the Syrian branch of al-Qaida.

Iranian officials often accuse the U.S. of being involved with both groups. The U.S. is actively involved in 
a massive military campaign against the Islamic State group and has struck the al-Qaida affiliate as well.

Perhaps more relevantly, the bill also includes banning visas for American officials involved with the Ira-
nian exile group called the Mujahedeen-e-Khalq. Prominent U.S. lawmakers and politicians have met with 
the group and spoken at its rallies. The MEK has paid one of Trump’s Cabinet members and at least one 
adviser in the past for giving such speeches.

IRNA also referred to the money also being used to develop nuclear propellers. In December, Rouhani 
ordered officials to draw up plans on building nuclear-powered ships, something that appears to be al-
lowed under the nuclear deal, over an earlier dispute on U.S. sanctions under the Obama administration.

Trump signed a sanctions bill earlier this month that included new measures imposed on Iran. That 
sparked new outrage in Iran, with Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif accusing Trump of trying to 
“kill” the nuclear deal.

___
Gambrell reported from Dubai, United Arab Emirates.

Trump: ‘Many sides’ to blame for violent clashes in Virginia
By JONATHAN LEMIRE, Associated Press

BEDMINSTER, N.J. (AP) — President Donald Trump on Saturday blamed “many sides” for the violent 
clashes between protesters and white supremacists in Virginia and contended that the “hatred and bigotry” 
broadcast across the country had taken root long before his political ascendancy.

That was not how the Charlottesville mayor assessed the chaos that led the governor to declare a state 
of emergency, contending that Trump’s campaign fed the flames of prejudice.

Trump, on a working vacation at his New Jersey golf club, had intended to speak briefly at a ceremony 
marking the signing of bipartisan legislation to aid veterans, but he quickly found that those plans were 
overtaken by the escalating violence in the Virginia college town. One person died and at least 26 others 
were sent to the hospital after a car plowed into a group of peaceful anti-racist counterprotesters amid 
days of race-fueled marches and violent clashes.

And officials later linked the deaths of two people aboard a crashed helicopter to the protests, though 
they did not say how they were linked.

Speaking slowly from a podium set up in the golf clubhouse, Trump said that he had just spoken to Gov. 
Terry McAuliffe, D-Va. “We agreed that the hate and the division must stop, and must stop right now. We 
have to come together as Americans with love for our nation and ... true affection for each other,” he said.

“We condemn in the strongest possible terms this egregious display of hatred, bigotry and violence on 
many sides, on many sides,” said Trump. “It’s been going on for a long time in our country. Not Donald 
Trump. Not Barack Obama. It’s been going on for a long, long time.”

The president said that “what is vital now is a swift restoration of law and order and the protection of 
innocent lives.”

After completing his statement and the bill signing, Trump then walked out of the room. He ignored re-
porters’ shouted questions, including whether he wanted the support of white nationals who have said they 
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backed him or if the car crash in Virginia were deemed intentional, would it be declared to be terrorism.

The previous two days, Trump took more than 50 questions from a small group of reporters. A White 
House spokeswoman did not immediately respond to a request for an explanation as to what Trump mean 
by “many sides.”

Following Trump’s comment, several Republicans pushed for a more explicit denunciation of white su-
premacists.

Colorado Sen. Cory Gardner tweeted “Mr. President - we must call evil by its name. These were white 
supremacists and this was domestic terrorism.”

Florida Sen. Marco Rubio wrote “Nothing patriotic about #Nazis,the #KKK or #WhiteSupremacists It’s 
the direct opposite of what #America seeks to be.”

And even New Jersey Gov. Chris Christie, a staunch Trump supporter, wrote: “We reject the racism and 
violence of white nationalists like the ones acting out in Charlottesville. Everyone in leadership must speak 
out.”

White nationalists had assembled in Charlottesville to vent their frustration against the city’s plans to take 
down a statue of Confederal Gen. Robert E. Lee. Counter-protesters massed in opposition. A few hours 
after violent encounters between the two groups, a car drove into a crowd of people peacefully protesting 
the rally. The driver was later taken into custody.

Alt-right leader Richard Spencer and former Ku Klux Klan member David Duke attended the demonstra-
tions. Duke told reporters that the white nationalists were working to “fulfill the promises of Donald Trump.”

Trump’s speech also drew praise from the neo-Nazi website Daily Stormer, which wrote: “Trump com-
ments were good. He didn’t attack us. He just said the nation should come together. Nothing specific 
against us. ... No condemnation at all.”

The website had been promoting the Charlottesville demonstration as part of its “Summer of Hate” edition.
Mayor Michael Signer said he was disgusted that the white nationalists had come to his town and blamed 

Trump for inflaming racial prejudices with his campaign last year.
“I’m not going to make any bones about it. I place the blame for a lot of what you’re seeing in American 

today right at the doorstep of the White House and the people around the president,” he said.
Disturbances began Friday night during a torch-lit march through the University of Virginia before es-

calating Saturday.
The White House was silent for hours except for a tweet from first lady Melania Trump: “Our country 

encourages freedom of speech, but let’s communicate w/o hate in our hearts.”
Trump later tweeted: “We ALL must be united & condemn all that hate stands for.” He also said “there 

is no place for this kind of violence in America. Lets come together as one!” Trump tweeted condolences 
about the woman killed the protests Saturday evening, more than five hours after the crash.

Trump, as a candidate, frequently came under scrutiny for being slow to offer his condemnation of white 
supremacists. His strongest denunciation of the movement has not come voluntarily, only when asked, and 
he occasionally trafficked in retweets of racist social media posts during his campaign. His chief strategist, 
Steve Bannon, once declared that his former news site, Breitbart, was “the platform for the alt-right.”

The president’s reluctance to condemn white bigots also stood in stark contrast by his insistence of call-
ing out “radical Islamic terrorism” by name.

“Now, to solve a problem, you have to be able to state what the problem is or at least say the name,” 
Trump said in a general election debate.

In his remarks Saturday, Trump mentioned the strong economy and “the many incredible things in our 
country, so when I watch Charlottesville, to me it’s very, very sad.”

___
Follow Lemire on Twitter at http://twitter.com/@JonLemire



Sunday, Aug. 13, 2017 ~ Vol. 25 - No. 044 ~ 14 of 26

Groton Daily Independent
3 dead, dozens injured, amid violent white nationalist rally

By SARAH RANKIN, Associated Press
CHARLOTTESVILLE, Va. (AP) — A car rammed into a crowd of protesters and a state police helicopter 

crashed into the woods Saturday as tension boiled over at a white supremacist rally. The violent day left 
three dead, dozens injured and this usually quiet college town a bloodied symbol of the nation’s roiling 
racial and political divisions.

The chaos erupted around what is believed to be the largest group of white nationalists to come together 
in a decade — including neo-Nazis, skinheads, members of the Ku Klux Klan — who descended on the 
city to “take America back” by rallying against plans to remove a Confederate statue. Hundreds came to 
protest against the racism. There were street brawls and violent clashes; the governor declared a state of 
emergency, police in riot gear ordered people out and helicopters circled overhead.

Peaceful protesters were marching downtown, carrying signs that read “black lives matter” and “love.” 
A silver Dodge Challenger suddenly came barreling through “a sea of people” and smashed into another 
car, said Matt Korbon, a 22-year-old University of Virginia student.

The impact hurled people into the air and blew off their shoes. A 32-year-old woman was killed as she 
crossed the street.

“It was a wave of people flying at me,” said Sam Becker, 24, sitting in the emergency room to be treated 
for leg and hand injuries.

Those left standing scattered, screaming and running for safety. Video caught the car reversing, hitting 
more people, its windshield splintered from the collision and bumper dragging on the pavement. Medics 
carried the injured, bloodied and crying, away as a police tank rolled down the street.

The driver, James Alex Fields Jr., a 20-year-old who recently moved to Ohio from where he grew up in 
Kentucky, was charged with second-degree murder and other counts. Field’s mother, Samantha Bloom, 
told The Associated Press on Saturday night that she knew her son was attending a rally in Virginia but 
didn’t know it was a white supremacist rally.

“I thought it had something to do with Trump. Trump’s not a white supremacist,” said Bloom, who be-
came visibly upset as she learned of the injuries and deaths at the rally

“He had an African-American friend so ...,” she said before her voice trailed off. She added that she’d be 
surprised if her son’s views were that far right.

His arrest capped off hours of unrest. Hundreds of people threw punches, hurled water bottles and 
unleashed chemical sprays. Some came prepared for a fight, with body armor and helmets. Videos that 
ricocheted around the world on social media showed people beating each other with sticks and shields.

Virginia Gov. Terry McAuliffe and Charlottesville Mayor Michael Signer, both Democrats, lumped the 
blame squarely on the rancor that has seeped into American politics and the white supremacists who came 
from out of town into their city, nestled in the foothills of the Blue Ridge Mountains, home to Monticello, 
Thomas Jefferson’s plantation.

“There is a very sad and regrettable coarseness in our politics that we’ve all seen too much of today,” 
Signer said at a press conference. “Our opponents have become our enemies, debate has become intimi-
dation.”

Some of the white nationalists at Saturday’s rally cited President Donald Trump’s victory after a campaign 
of racially-charged rhetoric as validation for their beliefs.

Trump criticized the violence in a tweet Saturday, followed by a press conference and a call for “a swift 
restoration of law and order.”

“We condemn in the strongest possible terms this egregious display of hatred, bigotry and violence on 
many sides,” he said.

The “on many sides” ending of his statement drew the ire of his critics, who said he failed to specifically 
denounce white supremacy and equated those who came to protest racism with the white supremacists. 
The Rev. Jesse Jackson noted that Trump for years questioned President Barack Obama’s citizenship and 
his legitimacy as the first black president, and has fanned the flames of white resentment.
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“We are in a very dangerous place right now,” Jackson said. McAuliffe said at Saturday’s press confer-

ence that he spoke to Trump on the phone, and insisted that the president must work to combat hate.
Trump said he agreed with McAuliffe “that the hate and the division must stop and must stop right now.”
Attorney General Jeff Sessions announced late Saturday that federal authorities will pursue a civil rights 

investigation into the circumstances surrounding the crash.
The violence and deaths in Charlottesville strike at the heart of American law and justice,” Sessions 

wrote. “When such actions arise from racial bigotry and hatred, they betray our core values and cannot 
be tolerated.”

Oren Segal, who directs the Anti-Defamation League’s Center on Extremism, said multiple white power 
groups gathered in Charlottesville, including members of neo-Nazi organizations, racist skinheads and 
KKK factions. The white nationalist organizations Vanguard America and Identity Evropa; the Southern 
nationalist League of the South; the National Socialist Movement; the Traditionalist Workers Party; and 
the Fraternal Order of Alt Knights also were on hand, he said.

“We anticipated this event being the largest white supremacist gathering in over a decade,” Segal said. 
“Unfortunately, it appears to have become the most violent as well.”

On the other side, anti-fascist demonstrators also gathered, but they generally aren’t organized like white 
nationalist factions, said Heidi Beirich of the Southern Poverty Law Center.

In addition to Fields, at least three more men were arrested in connection to the protests
The Virginia State Police announced late Saturday that Troy Dunigan, a 21-year-old from Chattanooga, 

Tennessee, was charged with disorderly conduct; Jacob L. Smith, a 21-year-old from Louisa, Virginia, was 
charged with assault and battery; and James M. O’Brien, 44, of Gainesville, Florida, was charged with 
carrying a concealed handgun.

Just as the city seemed like to be quieting down, black smoke billowed out from the tree tops just outside 
of town as a Virginia State Police helicopter crashed into the woods.

Robby E. Noll, who lives in the county just outside Charlottesville, heard the helicopter sputtering.
“I turned my head to the sky. You could tell he was struggling to try to get control of it,” he said.
He said pieces of the helicopter started to break off as it fell from the sky.
Both troopers onboard, Lieutenant H. Jay Cullen, 48, and Berke M.M. Bates, one day shy of his 41st 

birthday, were killed. Police said the helicopter had been deployed to the violent protests in the city, which 
has been caught in the middle of the nation’s culture wars since it decided earlier this year to remove a 
statue of Confederate Gen. Robert E. Lee, enshrined in bronze on horseback in the city’s Emancipation Park.

In May, a torch-wielding group that included prominent white nationalist Richard Spencer gathered 
around the statue for a nighttime protest, and in July, about 50 members of a North Carolina-based KKK 
group traveled there for a rally. Spencer returned for Saturday’s protest, and denied all responsibility for 
the violence. He blamed the police.

Signer said the white supremacist groups who came into his city to spread hate “are on the losing side 
of history.”

“Tomorrow will come and we will emerge,” he said, “I can promise you, stronger than ever.”
Four-hundred miles away, the mayor of Lexington, Kentucky, hinted that the white supremacists might 

get the opposite of what they’d hoped for.
Mayor Jim Gray announced on Twitter that he would work to remove the confederate monument at his 

county’s courthouse.
“Today’s events in Virginia remind us that we must bring our country together by condemning violence, 

white supremacists and Nazi hate groups,” he wrote. “We cannot let them define our future.”
___
Associated Press writers Alan Suderman in Richmond, Virginia, Heidi Brown in Charlottesville, Claire 

Galofaro in Louisville, Kentucky, and John Seewer in Maumee, Ohio, contributed to this report.
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Officials: White nationalist rally linked to 3 deaths

By SARAH RANKIN, Associated Press
CHARLOTTESVILLE, Va. (AP) — A car plowed into a crowd of people peacefully protesting a white na-

tionalist rally Saturday in a Virginia college town, killing one person, hurting more than a dozen others and 
ratcheting up tension in a day full of violent confrontations.

Shortly after, a Virginia State Police helicopter that officials said was assisting with the rally crashed 
outside Charlottesville, killing the pilot and a trooper.

The chaos boiled over at what is believed to be the largest group of white nationalists to come together 
in a decade. The governor declared a state of emergency, and police dressed in riot gear ordered people 
out. The group had gathered to protest plans to remove a statue of Confederate Gen. Robert E. Lee, and 
others arrived to protest the racism.

Matt Korbon, a 22-year-old University of Virginia student, said several hundred counter-protesters were 
marching when “suddenly there was just this tire screeching sound.” A silver Dodge Challenger smashed 
into another car, then backed up, barreling through “a sea of people.”

The impact hurled people into the air. Those left standing scattered, screaming and running for safety 
in different directions.

The driver was later identified by police as James Alex Fields Jr. of Ohio. Police say Fields, 20, has been 
charged with charged with second-degree murder, three counts of malicious wounding, and one count 
related to leaving the scene. A bond hearing is scheduled for Monday.

Field’s mother, Samantha Bloom, told The Associated Press on Saturday night that she knew her son 
was attending a rally in Virginia but didn’t know it was a white supremacist rally.

“I thought it had something to do with Trump. Trump’s not a white supremacist,” Bloom said.
“He had an African-American friend so ...,” she said before her voice trailed off. She added that she’d be 

surprised if her son’s views were that far right.
Bloom, who became visibly upset as she learned of the injuries and deaths at the rally, said she and her 

son had just moved to the Toledo area from the northern Kentucky city of Florence. She said that’s where 
Fields grew up. She relocated to Ohio for work.

Late Saturday, the Department of Justice announced the opening of a federal civil rights investigation 
into the deadly car attack. Attorney General Jeff Sessions said that the FBI’s Richmond field office and 
Rick Mountcastle, the U.S. Attorney for the Western District of Virginia, will lead the investigation.

“The violence and deaths in Charlottesville strike at the heart of American law and justice,” Sessions 
said in a statement. “When such actions arise from racial bigotry and hatred, they betray our core values 
and cannot be tolerated.”

The turbulence began Friday night, when the white nationalists carried torches though the University of 
Virginia campus. It quickly spiraled into violence Saturday morning. Hundreds of people threw punches, 
hurled water bottles and unleashed chemical sprays. At least three more men have been arrested in con-
nection to the protests

The Virginia State Police announced late Saturday that Troy Dunigan, a 21-year-old from Chattanooga, 
Tennessee, was charged with disorderly conduct; Jacob L. Smith, a 21-year-old from Louisa, Virginia, was 
charged with assault and battery; and James M. O’Brien, 44, of Gainesville, Florida, was charged with 
carrying a concealed handgun.

City officials said treated 35 patients altogether, 19 of whom were injured in the car crash.
State Police said in a statement that the helicopter was “assisting public safety resources with the on-

going situation” when it crashed in a wooded area. The pilot, Lieutenant H. Jay Cullen, 48, of Midlothian, 
Virginia, and Trooper-Pilot Berke M.M. Bates of Quinton, Virginia, died at the scene.

President Donald Trump condemned “in the strongest possible terms” what he called an “egregious 
display of hatred, bigotry and violence on many sides” after the clashes. He called for “a swift restoration 
of law and order and the protection of innocent lives.”

Trump said he had spoken with the governor of Virginia, Terry McAuliffe, and “we agreed that the hate 
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and the division must stop and must stop right now.”

But some of the white nationalists cited Trump’s victory as validation for their beliefs, and Trump’s critics 
pointed to the president’s racially tinged rhetoric as exploiting the nation’s festering racial tension.

The Rev. Jesse Jackson noted that Trump for years publicly questioned President Barack Obama’s citi-
zenship.

“We are in a very dangerous place right now,” he said.
Right-wing blogger Jason Kessler had called for what he termed a “pro-white” rally in Charlottesville, 

sparked by the monument decision. White nationalists and their opponents promoted the event for weeks.
Oren Segal, who directs the Anti-Defamation League’s Center on Extremism, said multiple white power 

groups gathered in Charlottesville, including members of neo-Nazi organizations, racist skinhead groups 
and Ku Klux Klan factions.

The white nationalist organizations Vanguard America and Identity Evropa; the Southern nationalist 
League of the South; the National Socialist Movement; the Traditionalist Workers Party; and the Fraternal 
Order of Alt Knights also were on hand, he said, along with several groups with a smaller presence.

On the other side, anti-fascist demonstrators also gathered in Charlottesville, but they generally aren’t 
organized like white nationalist factions, said Heidi Beirich of the Southern Poverty Law Center.

Many others were just locals caught in the fray.
Colleen Cook, 26, stood on a curb shouting at the rally attendees to go home.
Cook, a teacher who attended the University of Virginia, said she sent her son, who is black, out of town 

for the weekend.
“This isn’t how he should have to grow up,” she said.
Cliff Erickson leaned against a fence and took in the scene. He said he thinks removing the statue amounts 

to erasing history and said the “counter-protesters are crazier than the alt-right.”
“Both sides are hoping for a confrontation,” he said.
It’s the latest hostility in Charlottesville since the city about 100 miles outside of Washington, D.C., voted 

earlier this year to remove a statue of Lee.
In May, a torch-wielding group that included prominent white nationalist Richard Spencer gathered around 

the statue for a nighttime protest, and in July, about 50 members of a North Carolina-based KKK group 
traveled there for a rally, where they were met by hundreds of counter-protesters.

Kessler said this week that the rally is partly about the removal of Confederate symbols but also about 
free speech and “advocating for white people.”

“This is about an anti-white climate within the Western world and the need for white people to have 
advocacy like other groups do,” he said in an interview.

Charlottesville Mayor Michael Signer said he was disgusted that the white nationalists had come to his 
town and blamed Trump for inflaming racial prejudices.

“I’m not going to make any bones about it. I place the blame for a lot of what you’re seeing in American 
today right at the doorstep of the White House and the people around the president,” he said.

Charlottesville, nestled in the foothills of the Blue Ridge Mountains, is a liberal-leaning city that’s home 
to the flagship UVA and Monticello, the home of Thomas Jefferson.

The statue’s removal is part of a broader city effort to change the way Charlottesville’s history of race 
is told in public spaces. The city has also renamed Lee Park, where the statue stands, and Jackson Park, 
named for Confederate General Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson. They’re now called Emancipation Park and 
Justice Park, respectively.

For now, the Lee statue remains. A group called the Monument Fund filed a lawsuit arguing that remov-
ing the statue would violate a state law governing war memorials. A judge has agreed to temporarily block 
the city from removing the statue for six months.

___
Associated Press writers Alan Suderman in Richmond, Virginia, Heidi Brown in Charlottesville, Claire 

Galofaro in Louisville, Kentucky, and John Seewer in Maumee, Ohio, contributed to this report.
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Texas Senate OKs restricting insurance coverage for abortion

By WILL WEISSERT and DAVID CRARY, Associated Press
AUSTIN, Texas (AP) — The Republican-controlled Texas Senate backed a plan Saturday night to restrict 

insurance coverage for abortions, over the objections of opponents who expressed concern it could force 
some women to make heart-wrenching choices because no exceptions will be made in cases of rape and 
incest.

The 20-10 party-line vote for preliminary approval requires women to purchase extra insurance to cover 
abortions except amid medical emergencies. A final vote Sunday will see the measure clear the chamber, 
meaning it’s now on a fast-track to Gov. Greg Abbott, who is expected to sign it into law.

Legislators debated other bills limiting insurance coverage for abortion during Texas’ regular session that 
ended in May, but Abbott called a special session and revived the issue.

Ten states already have laws restricting insurance coverage of abortion in all private insurance plans: 
Idaho, Indiana, Kansas, Kentucky, Michigan, Missouri, Nebraska, North Dakota, Oklahoma and Utah. All 
make exceptions if the mother’s life is endangered; only Indiana and Utah also make exceptions for rape 
and incest.

“Texas must take steps to prohibit taxpayer and premium dollars from subsidizing abortions that are not 
medically necessary,” said Sen. Brandon Creighton, a Republican from Conroe, near Houston.

The bill passed the Texas House earlier this week. Both Creighton and its House sponsor, Republican 
Rep. John Smithee, said the rules only apply to “elective” abortions and promote “economic freedom” 
by not forcing Texas policyholders who object to the procedure to help pay for insurance coverage for 
women undergoing it.

“What we’re saying here is: If you want to buy this coverage, you can buy it,” Smithee, a Republican 
from Amarillo, said during House debate.

Outnumbered Democrats in both chambers dismissed the bill as purely political, arguing that insurance 
companies already cover only medically necessary abortions. They also said the law will require purchas-
ing insurance plans that insurers won’t actually offer because too few women will buy them, not knowing 
in advance that they will be undergoing abortions.

Sen. Sylvia Garcia, a Houston Democrat, said Saturday night that the bill would effectively require women 
to buy “rape insurance.” She tried to include exceptions for rape and incest, but failed on a 20-10 vote.

“No woman plans to have an abortion and certainly no woman can plan to be raped, no woman can 
plan to be attacked by someone she knows in her own family,” Garcia said. “Those are the most heinous 
of the heinous crimes.”

Texas approved some of the nation’s strictest limits on abortion in 2013, but those were mostly struck 
down by the U.S. Supreme Court last summer. Still, abortion clinics around the state have closed and the 
number of abortions performed in the country’s second-largest state has fallen from more than 82,000 in 
2006 to around 54,300 in 2015.

“One of the talking points we’ve heard lately is abortion should be considered health care,” Elizabeth 
Graham, director of Texas Right to Life, told a Texas Senate committee. “Really, the definition of health 
care is to make a person well and to encourage health. The definition of a successful abortion is the 
complete death of the unborn child.”

State policy analyst Elizabeth Nash of the Guttmacher Institute, a national research group that supports 
abortion rights, said she knows of no current analysis of the impact of states imposing coverage restric-
tions, nor the extent to which health plans offer supplemental coverage for abortion.

“My sense is that there isn’t any identifiable impact of these restrictions since most women pay out of 
pocket already,” Nash said by email.

A Guttmacher analysis in March said about 60 percent of privately insured abortion patients pay out 
of pocket, because their policy doesn’t cover the procedure or because deductibles are high. But many 
women who get abortions are too poor to afford private insurance.

Nancy Northup, president of the New York-based Center for Reproductive Rights, depicted the insurance 
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bans as “a shocking infringement” on women’s right to opt for private insurance to cover a legal medical 
procedure. In cases where a woman opts for an abortion after detection of a severe fetal abnormality, 
the costs can run into the thousands of dollars, she said.

The insurance bans also have been criticized by the American College of Obstetricians and Gynecolo-
gists, which says insurance coverage of abortion should be comparable to that of other essential health 
care services.

___
Sign up for the AP’s weekly newsletter showcasing our best reporting from the Midwest and Texas: 

http://apne.ws/2u1RMfv

Advocates stage first big Texas protest against border wall
By NOMAAN MERCHANT, Associated Press

MISSION, Texas (AP) — Hundreds of protesters wearing white and chanting in English and Spanish 
marched Saturday in Texas’ first major protest against a border wall, crossing the earthen Rio Grande 
levee where President Donald Trump’s administration wants to build part of the first phase.

The protesters launched what’s expected to be a fierce movement against Trump’s best-known immi-
gration policy priority. Many of the participants acknowledged they might not be able to stop a project 
that the U.S. government is already planning, but they hoped to draw national attention to the cause and 
persuade lawmakers who have yet to sign off on funding for the project.

“We might seem small and insignificant. Maybe we are,” said Anthoney Saenz, a 19-year-old native of the 
Rio Grande Valley, the southernmost point of Texas and a region where Trump has proposed putting 60 
miles (97 kilometers) of wall as part of a $1.6 billion proposal. “But when our voices come together, when 
we band together as a community to try to get a voice out there, we have to hope we get heard,” he said.

Organizers of Saturday’s protest wanted to make clear the depth of local opposition to the border wall, 
which as proposed would cut through a federally protected wildlife refuge and split apart several border 
towns. Some 40 groups took part in the protest, from environmentalists to landowners’ rights groups to 
immigrant advocates.

The procession set out just after dawn from Our Lady of Guadalupe, a towering church in the border 
city of Mission. Saenz, an altar server at Our Lady of Guadalupe, led the group wearing a white cassock 
and carrying a burner with smoky incense.

The procession grew as it headed south toward the Rio Grande, the winding river that separates the 
United States and Mexico in Texas. The marchers walked uphill on a dirt path onto the levees, built well 
north of the river to protect border cities in the valley from flooding.

It ended at La Lomita, a tiny century-old chapel just south of the levee. Some people quietly prayed 
inside the chapel as a rally went on outside.

While the U.S. House has passed a spending with funding for the wall, it faces an uncertain future in 
the Senate, where Democrats and some Republicans have spoken against it.

Government contractors have already been taking soil samples along the Rio Grande levees and have 
begun to examine property ownership records for the land condemnation lawsuits a border wall would 
likely require, according to local officials and landowners near the river. A map released by U.S. Customs 
and Border Protection shows tentative plans to build 28 miles (45 kilometers) of wall on the levee in Hidalgo 
County, the most populous county of the valley. Sections of fencing already stand on about 20 miles of 
the levee in Hidalgo County, built under the Secure Fence Act of 2006.

The remaining 32 miles (52 kilometers) would go in sections farther west in Starr County, potentially 
sealing off or splitting some border towns from the river and consigning homes and farmland to what 
some derisively call “the Mexican side.”

Under the current proposal, the wall would seal La Lomita on the southern side of the levee. It would 
also cut through the Santa Ana National Wildlife Refuge, a verdant sanctuary for 400 species of birds and 
nearly half of the butterfly species found in North America. The U.S. Department of Homeland Security 
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can waive environmental reviews to build more quickly, and has already issued a waiver for proposed 
construction in San Diego.

Scott Nicol, co-chair of the Sierra Club’s Borderlands campaign and an organizer of Saturday’s rally, said 
some people who were neutral or quiet about the last U.S. government effort to build a border barrier are 
speaking against it this time.

“Because people have seen the walls go up and see what they do, it’s not sort of an abstract, imagined 
concept,” Nicol said. “There’s a lot more opposition to it now than there was 10 years ago.”

Marie Montalvo, a resident of San Benito, Texas, said she had been followed by the Border Patrol during 
a recent visit to Santa Ana to take pictures.

“I want my nieces and nephews, and the children of the Rio Grande Valley, to know that I was completely 
against this,” Montalvo said.

___
Sign up for the AP’s weekly newsletter showcasing our best reporting from the Midwest and Texas: 

http://apne.ws/2u1RMfv .

Trump says he’s open to military intervention in Venezuela
By JILL COLVIN and JOSHUA GOODMAN, Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — President Donald Trump has said he wouldn’t rule out military action against 
Venezuela in response to the country’s descent into political chaos following President Nicolas Maduro’s 
power grab. Venezuela’s government responded by accusing Trump of seeking to destabilize Latin America.

Speaking to reporters Friday at his Bedminster, New Jersey, golf club, Trump bemoaned Venezuela’s 
growing humanitarian crisis and declared that all options remain on the table — including a potential 
military intervention.

“We have many options for Venezuela and by the way, I’m not going to rule out a military option,” Trump 
volunteered, adding, “A military operation and military option is certainly something that we could pursue.”

Trump’s comment mark a serious escalation in rhetoric for the U.S., which has up until now stressed a 
regional approach that encourages Latin American allies to escalate pressure on the Maduro regime. Hours 
before Trump’s comments, a senior administration official speaking on condition of anonymity stressed 
that approach while briefing reporters on Vice President Mike Pence’s upcoming trip to the region.

Venezuela’s government responded Saturday in a statement read by Foreign Minister Jorge Arreaza 
that called Trump’s talk of a potential military option an act of belligerence and a threat to Latin America’s 
stability.

The White House released a statement Friday evening saying it had rejected a request from Maduro to 
speak by phone with Trump. The statement said, “Trump will gladly speak with the leader of Venezuela 
as soon as democracy is restored in that country.”

The Trump administration has slapped a series of sanctions against Maduro and more than two dozen 
current and former Venezuelan officials in response to a crackdown on opposition leaders and the recent 
election of a constitutional assembly charged with rewriting the country’s constitution.

But even as the list of targeted individuals has grown longer, promised economic sanctions have yet to 
materialize amid an outcry by U.S. oil companies over the likelihood that a potential ban on petroleum 
imports from Venezuela — the third-largest supplier to the U.S. — would hurt U.S. jobs and drive up gas 
costs.

Trump’s comments are sure to focus new attention on Pence’s upcoming six-day tour of the region, which 
will include stops in Cartagena, Colombia; Buenos Aires, Argentina; Santiago, Chile; and Panama City. Pence 
is set to arrive in Colombia on Sunday and is expected to meet with each of the countries’ leaders, deliver 
a major speech on U.S.-Latin American relations and tour the newly expanded Panama Canal.

The trip was already sure to be dominated by discussion of Venezuela, with Pence expected to call on 
the leaders to continue to pressure the Maduro government and encourage others in the region to do the 
same.
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But Trump’s comments are likely to upend the conversations, with leaders potentially pressing Pence 

for reassurance that Trump won’t go through with his military threat.
Trump’s threat of military intervention in Venezuela also seems to contradict the advice of his top na-

tional security adviser. Citing the resentment stirred in Latin America by the long U.S. history of military 
interventions in the region, General H.R. McMaster said he didn’t want to give Maduro any ammunition to 
blame the “Yankees” for the “tragedy” that has befallen the oil-rich nation.

Rather than send in the Marines, McMaster said it was important for the U.S. and its neighbors to speak 
with a single voice in defense of Venezuela’s democracy.

“It’s important for us to place responsibility for this catastrophe on Maduro’s shoulders. He is the one 
who has caused it, and he’s the one who’s perpetuating it,” McMaster said in an interview that aired last 
weekend on MSNBC.

Almost since Maduro took office in 2013, he has been warning of U.S. military designs on Venezuela, 
home to the world’s largest oil reserves.

But most Venezuelans tended to shrug off the accusations as diversionary tactics of an unpopular leader. 
One website even emerged to keep track of the multiple conspiracy theories spread on state media and 
Maduro’s frequent harangues against Washington.

But Trump’s comments that he won’t rule out a “military option” in Venezuela may yet validate those 
claims in the eyes of some government supporters.

At the Pentagon, spokesman Mark Wright said the Defense Department continuously conducts contin-
gency planning for possible military actions all around the world. “Our job is to be prepared and be able 
to offer those options to the president,” he said.

Still, a senior U.S. official said the Pentagon is unaware of any coming military action in Venezuela. The 
official was not authorized to discuss the matter publicly so spoke on condition of anonymity.

__
Goodman reported from Caracas, Venezuela. Associated Press writer Lolita C. Baldor in Washington 

contributed to this report.

Death toll rises amid Kenya’s rioting over disputed vote
By CHRISTOPHER TORCHIA and TOM ODULA, Associated Press

NAIROBI, Kenya (AP) — In an escalation of Kenya’s deadly election violence, police on Saturday fired live 
ammunition at rioters and used tear gas on vehicles carrying opposition officials trying to enter a Nairobi 
slum where they have strong support. A young girl was killed by a stray bullet, nine bodies with gunshot 
wounds were brought overnight to the capital’s main morgue, and a watchdog group said police gunfire 
has killed 24 people since Tuesday’s disputed vote.

The chaos in the Nairobi slums of Mathare and Kibera, as well as in the opposition stronghold of Kisumu 
city, contrasted with widespread calm — and celebrations in some areas — in the country of 45 million after 
Kenya’s election commission said late Friday that President Uhuru Kenyatta won a second term. Protests, 
often violent, began soon after voting when Kenyatta’s main challenger, Raila Odinga, alleged vote-rigging.

The government said life was returning to normal and that those challenging security forces were 
criminals intent on looting and destroying property. However, the police came under scrutiny for what the 
Kenya National Commission on Human Rights, which monitors government institutions, described as the 
“unlawful and unacceptable” use of excessive force.

Seventeen of the two dozen people shot by police died in Nairobi, the commission said. It cited allega-
tions of police breaking into homes, beating people, threatening them with rape and demanding money. 
The watchdog group also lamented “the destruction of private property by both civilians and allegedly by 
security personnel in the course of their duty.”

Police shot and killed two people during riots by opposition supporters on the outskirts of Kisumu, a 
regional police commander, Leonard Katana, said Saturday. Another five people were injured by gunfire 
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in Kisumu, Katana said.

In Mathare, where Odinga has significant support, police opened fire to disperse protesters who blocked 
roads and set up burning barricades. Associated Press photographers saw police charging demonstrators 
and firing live rounds and tear gas.

One Mathare resident, Wycliff Mokaya, told The Associated Press that his 9-year-old daughter was killed 
by a stray bullet while on the third-floor balcony of their home.

“I was watching her play with her friends when she suddenly fell down,” Mokaya said. “She was my 
only hope.”

Nine bodies with gunshot wounds were brought to the Nairobi morgue from Mathare, a mortuary of-
ficial said Saturday. The official spoke on condition of anonymity because he is not authorized to speak 
to the media.

An Associated Press photographer said police used tear gas on a large opposition convoy trying to enter 
the Kibera slum. Police also fired shots in the air.

The Kenya Red Cross said it helped a total of 93 people who were injured during the clashes since the 
election results were announced.

Police harassed and assaulted at least four journalists covering the violence, witnesses said.
The unrest followed a victory speech Friday in which Kenyatta, whose father was Kenya’s first president 

after independence from British colonial rule, said he was extending a “hand of friendship” to the opposition.
Kenyatta won with a decisive 54 percent of the vote to nearly 45 percent for Odinga, but the bitter dispute 

over the integrity of the election process tempered what many Kenyans had hoped would be a celebration 
of democracy in a regional power known for its economic promise and long-term stability. The opposition 
said the election commission’s database had been hacked and results were manipulated against Odinga.

The unrest also exposed divisions in a society where poverty and government corruption have angered 
large numbers of Kenyans, including those who have been protesting in the slums and see Odinga as a 
voice for their grievances.

Adding to the rift is ethnic loyalty. Kenyatta is widely seen as the representative of the Kikuyu people, 
the country’s largest ethnic group, while Odinga is associated with the Luo group, which has never pro-
duced a head of state.

But reconciliation efforts and the introduction of a progressive constitution in 2010 have helped to de-
fuse fears of the kind of ethnic-fueled violence that followed the 2007 election in which more than 1,000 
people were killed. Odinga ran unsuccessfully in that election; he also lost the 2013 vote to Kenyatta and 
took allegations of vote-tampering to Kenya’s highest court, which rejected his case.

Recalling its failed legal challenge in 2013, the opposition has said it will not go to court again. It has not 
directly urged supporters to stage protests, instead telling them to stay safe.

___
Associated Press journalists Ben Curtis and Jerome Delay in Nairobi contributed.

Kisner survives wild finish to take PGA lead
By DOUG FERGUSON, AP Golf Writer

CHARLOTTE, N.C. (AP) — Even after his shot bounced high off a concrete bridge over a creek, Kevin 
Kisner wasn’t in the clear at the PGA Championship.

His golf ball was buried in thick grass on a hill above the water. As he looked across to the 18th green 
at Quail Hollow, wondering how he could even keep it on the green, a leaderboard reminded him of how 
many players were suddenly in the mix at the final major of the year.

Kisner managed to keep the damage to a minimum in a calamity-filled final hour Saturday.
More importantly, he managed to keep the lead.
Two holes after hitting into the water on No. 16 to lose a two-shot lead, Kisner chopped out of the cab-

bage-like lie to the other side of the 18th green, then navigated a super slick 45-foot putt to close range to 
escape with bogey and a 1-over 72, giving him a one-shot lead over Hideki Matsuyama and Chris Stroud.
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“I’m happy I’m in the position I’m in,” Kisner said. “I had a chance to run away from guys and take people 

out of the tournament that were four or five, six back. And I didn’t do it. Now I’m in a dogfight tomorrow, 
and I have to be prepared for that.”

If the closing stretch taught him something, it was to prepare for anything.
Jason Day can attest to that. He wasted a remarkable rally with a peculiar decision to hit a shot from 

behind a tree. His feet slipped on the pine straw and the ball wound up in a waist-high flower bed. What 
followed was a penalty drop, a shot to the rough, another short of the green and a quadruple-bogey 8 
that most likely ended his chances. He shot 77 and was in no mood to discuss the round.

Stroud three-putted the last two holes for bogey, one from off the 17th green. He managed a 71 and 
was in the final group Sunday, not bad for a guy who wasn’t even eligible for the PGA Championship until 
he won his first PGA Tour event six days ago.

“It’s just a dream come true to be here,” he said.
Kisner had the lead going into the final round, a great spot to pursue his first major championship. He 

just doesn’t like what he sees in his rearview mirror, where the players are a lot closer than they once 
appeared.

Matsuyama made only one birdie and wasted two good scoring chances on the back nine. He had a dull 
finish, which on this day allowed him to make up ground. With five straight pars at the end, he had a 73 
and was one shot behind in his bid to deliver Japan its first major.

“I’m disappointed the way I played today,” Matsuyama said. “However, I’m happy to just to be one stroke 
back and still have a chance.”

Justin Thomas, the son of a PGA professional, had the right formula. He didn’t drop a shot over the last 
12 shots and shot a 69 to finish just two shots behind along with Louis Oosthuizen, who saved par on the 
18th with a bold shot for a 71.

It was everyone else in the hunt that fell apart.
Rickie Fowler, quietly lurking with four birdies in an eight-hole stretch, failed to birdie the par-5 15th — 

the easiest hole at Quail Hollow — and followed with a three-putt bogey on the 16th, an 8-iron into the 
water for double bogey on the 17th, and a three-putt bogey from just over 20 feet on the 18th. That gave 
him a 73, and after getting within three shots, he trailed by six.

Paul Casey also was in position until his shot on 18 missed by a fraction and settled in the rough above 
the hole. His chip ran off the green, and he made double bogey. Casey played the final three holes in 4 
over and shot 74. He was seven behind.

The shocker was Day, the former No. 1 player in the world and a PGA champion two years ago. He 
looked more like Jean Van de Velde, famous for his collapse in the 1999 British Open, except that Day was 
standing amid bushes of flowers instead of knee deep in the burn at Carnoustie.

Of the 15 players who remained under par, Oosthuizen is the only one who has won a major, and that 
was seven years ago. The South African had his own problems. His right arm tightened up on the front 
nine and he required a therapist to work on it. Then he hit a root on a shot with an 8-iron and bent the 
club, meaning he couldn’t use it when he needed it late in his round.

He still has a chance to add to that British Open title at St. Andrews in 2010.
“It’s the type of golf course you don’t have to go out and make birdies. You just need to keep everything 

together,” Oosthuizen said.
Kisner did that as well as anyone for so much of the day. He was rarely out of position except on the 

par-5 seventh when he hung a 3-iron to the right and near the hazard. He caught a decent lie and chipped 
close for his first birdie. And after ending a streak of 25 holes without a bogey, he two-putted the 14th 
green from 100 feet and two-putted the 15th green from 20 feet, both for birdies, to stretch his lead to 
two shots as players behind him were fading.

Kisner joined them with mistakes of his own, though he managed to keep his emotions in check.
“As soon as you think you’re on top of things, it finds a way to kick you right in the face,” Kisner said.
He was speaking about golf. He could have just as easily been talking about the final stretch at Quail 



Sunday, Aug. 13, 2017 ~ Vol. 25 - No. 044 ~ 24 of 26

Groton Daily Independent
Hollow.

Pence to begin Latin America tour as global crises grow
By JILL COLVIN, Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — Vice President Mike Pence will visit Colombia amid escalating tensions with neigh-
boring Venezuela and North Korea.

Pence is set to meet with Colombian President Juan Manuel Santos on Sunday at the start of a week-
long trip to Latin America that is likely to be dominated by conversations about the deepening crisis in 
Venezuela, where the U.S. accuses President Nicolas Maduro of a power grab that has sparked deadly 
protests and condemnation across the region.

Trump appeared to complicate the discussions Friday with an unexpected statement that he would not 
rule out a “military option” in response to the Venezuelan government’s attempt to consolidate power.

The statement drew immediate push-back, including from the Colombian Foreign Ministry, which con-
demned any “military measures and the use of force,” and said that efforts to resolve Venezuela’s break-
down in democracy should be peaceful and respect its sovereignty.

Pence’s trip will also take him to Buenos Aires, Argentina; Santiago, Chile; and Panama City, Panama, 
where he is expected to deliver a number of speeches, meet with the country’s leaders and tour the newly 
expanded Panama Canal.

In Colombia, Pence is also expected to highlight trade, business investment and other ties between the 
nations, including U.S. support for the country’s efforts to implement its peace deal with the Revolution-
ary Armed Forces of Colombia.

The U.S. will also likely be looking for assurances that Colombia is taking seriously the surging coca 
production in the country, which has been blamed partially on Santos’ decision in 2015 to stop using crop-
destroying herbicides.

A July United Nations report showed that coca production in Colombia had reached levels not seen in 
two decades, complicating the South American country’s efforts to make its vast, lawless countryside 
more secure.

The Trump administration has been putting pressure on the country to curb the flow of drugs into the 
U.S, and Colombia has stepping up its forced eradication program and increased seizures of cocaine.

North Korea still mastering how to deliver a nuke to US
By DEB RIECHMANN, Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — U.S. intelligence officials are pretty sure North Korea can put a nuclear warhead 
on an intercontinental missile that could reach the United States. But experts aren’t convinced the bomb 
could make it all that way intact.

They cite lingering questions about North Korean leader Kim Jong Un’s nuclear know-how.
“I don’t think North Korea has a good measure of how accurate the missile is at this point,” said Michael 

Elleman, an expert with the International Institute for Strategic Studies. “They don’t know if the re-entry 
technologies will really hold up — whether the bomb will survive the trip.”

North Korea has short-range missiles that can hit its neighbors. It has tested an intermediate one that 
could strike Guam, a U.S. territory, as well as a longer-range missile that could reach Hawaii and perhaps 
the U.S. West Coast. The intermediate and long-range missiles are still being developed and it’s still ques-
tionable whether they can reliably strike targets.

The North must conduct more tests to master what is known as “re-entry” in missile parlance, experts 
believe. The process involves shielding a nuclear warhead from the high temperatures and force it faces 
when it re-enters the Earth’s atmosphere at about 15,500 mph (7 kilometers a second).

“In principle, Kim Jong Un could hit the United States with a nuclear weapon,” said Elleman, a former 
scientist at Lockheed Martin’s Research and Development Laboratory who also worked as missile expert 



Sunday, Aug. 13, 2017 ~ Vol. 25 - No. 044 ~ 25 of 26

Groton Daily Independent
for U.N. weapons inspection missions. “In practice, I think they are probably a half-year to a full year away 
from having something that will work more often than it would fail.”

Joseph Bermudez Jr., an internationally recognized expert on North Korean defense and intelligence af-
fairs and ballistic missile development, agrees.

“Putting these things all together and making them work is extremely challenging, and they haven’t yet 
demonstrated a capability to produce a reliable re-entry vehicle, which is what houses the actual nuclear 
device,” he said. “Remember, they’ve only tested these systems very few times.”

Still, Bermudez, said, North Korea is “on track” to figure it out.
U.S. officials also think it’s just a matter of time before Kim’s program fully matures.
National Intelligence Director Dan Coats told Congress in May that Kim has been photographed beside 

a nuclear warhead design and missile airframes to show that North Korea has warheads small enough to 
fit on a missile.

That same month, Lt. Gen Vincent Stewart, the Defense Intelligence Agency director, told lawmakers 
that while Kim must still work on the technical aspects of re-entry, it’s only a “matter of enough trial and 
error to make that work. They understand the physics, so it’s just a matter of design.”

Coats and Stewart testified before North Korea conducted its first test of an intercontinental missile on 
July 4. On July 28, it conducted a second test of its long-range Hwasong-14 ICBM.

The second test flight was captured by a rooftop camera operated by Japan’s NHK television on the 
northern island of Hokkaido. Elleman, who analyzed the video, concluded that it most likely “disintegrated” 
before splashdown, suggesting North Korea is still struggling with re-entry.

“I think it probably failed fairly late in the process,” said John Schilling, a consultant with 38 North, a 
respected website on North Korea at Johns Hopkins University’s School of Advanced International Studies.

Schilling said the success of North Korean missiles also depend on the weight of the payload. That’s the 
weight of the nuclear weapon plus its heat-shielding re-entry system. North Korea is able to make one that 
weighs between 1,100 and 1,300 pounds, or between 500 and 600 kilograms. One that size might reach 
West Coast targets, Schilling said. But North Korea would need to make one lighter to strike farther east.

“It needs to be light in order to achieve range, but it also needs to be built fairly tough to survive, and 
those two things are at odds with one another,” Schilling said. “Too light is a problem in that the payload 
would be too fragile and won’t survive the trip, particularly atmospheric re-entry at the far end.”

On Tuesday, a news report said North Korea could now wed nuclear warheads with its missiles, includ-
ing its longest-range ones that might be able to hit the continental United States. The nuclear advances 
were detailed in an official Japanese assessment and in a story by The Washington Post that cited U.S. 
intelligence officials and a confidential Defense Intelligence Agency report.

President Donald Trump is warning North Korea not to make any more threats or face “fire and fury like 
the world has never seen.”

North Korea then announced a detailed plan to launch missiles toward the U.S. Pacific territory of Guam, 
a major military hub and home to U.S. bombers.

On Friday, Trump tweeted: “Military solutions are now fully in place, locked and loaded, should North 
Korea act unwisely.”

Today in History
By The Associated Press

Today in History
Today is Sunday, Aug. 13, the 225th day of 2017. There are 140 days left in the year.
Today’s Highlight in History:
On August 13, 1967, the crime caper biopic “Bonnie and Clyde,” starring Warren Beatty and Faye Du-

naway, had its U.S. premiere; the movie, directed by Arthur Penn, was considered shocking as well as 
innovative for its graphic portrayal of violence.

On this date:
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In 1624, King Louis XIII of France appointed Cardinal Richelieu (ree-shuh-LYOO’) his first minister.
In 1792, French revolutionaries imprisoned the royal family.
In 1846, the American flag was raised for the first time in Los Angeles.
In 1910, Florence Nightingale, the founder of modern nursing, died in London at age 90.
In 1923, Mustafa Kemal Ataturk was again elected Speaker of Turkey’s Grand Assembly.
In 1934, the satirical comic strip “Li’l Abner,” created by Al Capp, made its debut.
In 1942, Walt Disney’s animated feature “Bambi” had its U.S. premiere at Radio City Music Hall in New 

York, five days after its world premiere in London.
In 1961, East Germany sealed off the border between Berlin’s eastern and western sectors before build-

ing a wall that would divide the city for the next 28 years.
In 1979, Lou Brock of the St. Louis Cardinals became the 14th player in major league baseball history to 

reach the 3,000th career hit plateau as his team defeated the Chicago Cubs, 3-2.
In 1981, in a ceremony at his California ranch, President Ronald Reagan signed a historic package of tax 

and budget reductions.
In 1989, searchers in Ethiopia found the wreckage of a plane which had disappeared almost a week 

earlier while carrying Rep. Mickey Leland, D-Texas, and 14 other people — there were no survivors.
In 1997, the animated comedy series “South Park” began airing on Comedy Central. The British comedy-

drama “The Full Monty” was released by Fox Searchlight Pictures.
Ten years ago: President George W. Bush’s political strategist, Karl Rove, announced his resignation. A 

bridge under construction in the ancient Chinese city of Fenghuang collapsed, killing 64 people. Two women 
among the 23 South Koreans kidnapped by the Taliban in Afghanistan were freed. Philanthropist Brooke 
Astor died in Briarcliff Manor, New York, at age 105. Hall of Fame Yankees shortstop and broadcaster Phil 
Rizzuto died in West Orange, New Jersey, at age 89.

Five years ago: A routine serving of an eviction notice to a man living near the Texas A&M University 
campus turned deadly when the resident opened fire, leading to the death of a law enforcement officer 
and another man before the gunman was killed. Helen Gurley Brown, 90, the longtime editor of Cosmo-
politan magazine, died in New York. The Boston Red Sox’s unofficial goodwill ambassador, Johnny Pesky, 
died at age 92.

One year ago: Violence erupted in Milwaukee following the fatal shooting of Sylville Smith, a 23-year-old 
black man, by a black police officer, Dominique Heaggan-Brown, who was later acquitted of first-degree 
reckless homicide. An imam, Maulana Alauddin Akonjee, and his assistant were shot to death as they 
left a mosque in Queens, New York; a suspect has pleaded not guilty to murder and weapons charges. 
Michael Phelps closed out the Rio Olympics with another gold medal, the 23rd of his career, as he put the 
United States ahead to stay on the butterfly leg of the 4x100 medley relay and Nathan Adrian finished it 
off. Kenny Baker, who played R2-D2 in the “Star Wars” movies, died in Preston, England, at age 81.

Today’s Birthdays: Former U.S. Surgeon General Joycelyn Elders is 84. Actor Kevin Tighe is 73. Federal 
Reserve Chair Janet Yellen is 71. Opera singer Kathleen Battle is 69. High wire aerialist Philippe Petit is 68. 
Hockey Hall of Famer Bobby Clarke is 68. Golf Hall of Famer Betsy King is 62. Movie director Paul Green-
grass is 62. Actor Danny Bonaduce is 58. TV weatherman Sam Champion is 56. Actress Dawnn (correct) 
Lewis is 56. Actor John Slattery is 55. Actress Debi Mazar is 53. Actress Quinn Cummings is 50. Actress 
Seana Kofoed is 47. Country singer Andy Griggs is 44. Actor Gregory Fitoussi is 41. Country musician Mike 
Melancon (Emerson Drive) is 39. Actress Kathryn Fiore is 38. White House press secretary Sarah Huckabee 
Sanders is 35. Actor Sebastian Stan is 35. Pop-rock singer James Morrison is 33. Actress Lennon Stella is 18.

Thought for Today: “It is always too late, or too little, or both. And that is the road to disaster.” — David 
Lloyd George, English statesman (1863-1945).


