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Independent
Highway work 

is ahead of 
schedule

Despite utility conflicts, the work on SD37 
and US 12 in Groton is ahead of schedule, 
according to John Shoemaker of Webster 
Scale, Inc. The announcement was made at 
last Thursday's project meeting held at 1 p.m. 
at the Groton Community Center. These are 
weekly meetings and are open to the public. 
They are also broadcast live on GDILIVE.COM.

The original completion date for the US12 
project was July 1; however, due to utility 
conflicts (16 days from NWE according to writ-
ten response by WSI to NWE on a one-call 
complaint - see separate article) and other 
changes to the project, the new completion 
date is set for July 28.

Shoemaker pointed out that while the high-
way will be opened up, there are still other 
parts of the project that will not be done until 
later, such as lighting. He said there will be an 
effort to put up the permanent flashing lights 
earlier than scheduled so the temporary ones 
can be taken down and returned to the state.

"I'm pretty pleased," Shoemaker said, "with 
the time schedule." He also said that the SD37 
project going through Groton is well ahead of 
schedule. 

The completion date for the entire project 
is October 12th.

Lionel Bruemmer of Ken's Food Fair was 
also at the meeting and he said that he has 
been happy with how much the contractors 
are working with them during this project. 
One of the items of concern was access to 
Ken's Shell Express off of SD37. Shoemaker 
said once US12 is opened up, they will make 
an effort to allow access to Ken's off of SD37, 
even if it's gravel.

After 36 years as the city’s finance officer, Anita Lowary (right) hands the “keys 
to the city” over the new finance officer, Hope Block. The keys were handed over 
Friday at 5 p.m., Lowary’s last day. (Photo by Paul Kosel)

Anita and John Lowary load up the 
flowers, plants and gifts after the retire-
ment party that was held for Anita on 
Friday at City  Hall. (Photo by Paul Kosel)

Marie Marlow (right), the finance of-
ficer from Britton, was the first guest at 
Lowary’s retirement party held Friday at 
City Hall. At the end of the day, Lowary 
said she was very surprised at the num-
ber of people who came to wish her well.

When asked if retirement had set it yet, 
she said only Friday morning did it really 
kick in. “My alarm went off and John said 
‘How did it feel to have to wake up the 
alarm for the last time?’” (Photo by Paul Kosel)

NWE 1-call complaint against 
Webster Scale is dismissed

Northwestern Energy filed a complaint against Webster Scale, Inc. in May with the South 
Dakota One Call Enforcement Panel.  According to the complaint, Northwestern Energy alleged 
that Webster Scale "used unsafe methods digging near marked facilities. A gas main was hit 
causing a gas outage to part of the town because they (WSI) were digging perpendicular to 
and within 18" of the markings. This was the second incident on the same job. The first was 
a gas service damaged due to scaling over the top of the markings with a dozer."

Northwestern Energy put a claim in for $642.09 for the April 12th incident and $1,238.88 for 
the April 21st incident. According to state statue, when digging within 18" of markings, the 
area must be hand dug. Northwestern said in their complaint, "We met with this company to 
discuss safe digging practices and they still hit our gas facilities twice within the same job due 
to unsafe digging practices. We also spoke with their employees on site after the first incident 
to try to prevent further damage."

In a written response to the South Dakota One-Call Enforcement Panel, John Shoemaker, 
vice president of Webster Scale, Inc., responded, "In Webster Scales Inc.'s opinion, we are 
not responsible for any of the damages that occurred."

In the letter, Webster Scale, Inc., stated that a preconstruction meeting was held Thurs-
day, March 30, 2017, all utilities involved were present with the exception of Northwestern 

Continues on Page 4

Subscribe to the E-Weekly Groton Independent - only $10 for 
1 year (E edition only). Email office@grotonsd.net to subscribe. 
We'll email you an invoice.



Midwest Masonry & Concrete Pumping
Greg Heilman, owner

405 E 1st Ave., Groton 
Greg: 253/929-9137
Mike: 605/492-7041

midwestmasonry1@yahoo.com

Harry Implement
“Family Owned & Operated Since 1935!”

(605) 395-6421
Ferney

605-380-1717
www.shawnschultzconstruction.com

Check out our portfoilo 
on Facebook at 

Schultz-Construction-LLC
~ New Construction and Remodeling- 
renovations, additions, and carpentry 
work
~ Concrete- foundations, flatwork, 
decorative concrete surfaces.

JOHNSON AGENCY
Real Estate & Insurance
Jay Johnson, Broker

 www.johnsonagencygroton.com
102 N Main St.
Groton, SD 57445

Office: 605/397-2424
Home: 605/397-8565

www.harrmotors.com 
605-225-3078 ~ 1-800-658-3463

Over 30 Years 

of Combined 

Experience!

TreeLine Tree Service

Sperry Stump Removal

TJ:
605/380-7915

Tyler: 
605/216-8431

13556 400th Ave., Groton SD 57445
Allen McKiver, Owner ~ 605/397-4404

13556 400th Ave., Groton SD 57445
Allen McKiver, Owner ~ 605/397-4404

Olde
Bank
Floral 

@

101 N. Main St., Groton ~ 397-8650 
www.oldebankfloral.com

Fresh 
flowers, 

silks, 
home 
decor & so much 

more
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Dakota Brush
Brooms, Brushes, Mops, Can Liners, Paper Products.

Brushes & Squeegees
and Snow Shovels

397-9337
104 N. Main, Groton

Championship Flight
68- Brad and Darliss Larson
71- Tom and Pat Price
72- Ryan Easthouse and Carmen Ferguson
72- Scott and Susan Nehls
73- Steve and Lisa Millard
74- Mark and Kari Herman
75- Mark and Rachel Schock
76- Brandon and Brittany Bulsen

First Flight
74- Mitch and Mel Hoffman
75- Jan and Nancy Gilchrist
76- Steve and Betty Dunker
76- Mark Papstien and Susie Souza
77- Austin Schuelke and Elise Ferrell
78- Tim and Barb Gillick
78- Adam Herman and Rachel Blackmun
83- Travis and Jacki Johnson

Second Flight
77- Randy and Sue Stanley
80- Mike and Cheri Baker
80- Tim and Jan Kearns
80- Lance and Sammy Bonn
80- Brad and Brenda Waage
81- Roger and Sharon Zastrow
82- Lorin and Julie Fliehs
82- Les and Julie Hinds
84- Lance Frohling and Cindy Wixon
86- Pat and Vickie Kramp
86- Rod and Arlys Kluess
88- Tom and Alesa Mahan

Third Flight
81- Mike and Terri Traxinger
84- Rich and Tami Zimney
85- Dave and Marcy Blackmun
85- Jonathan and Mandilyn Fliehs
88- Mitchell and Heidi Locke
88- Bob and Vicki Walter
88- Jon and Jerrie Vedvei
90- LeRoy and Marion Kilber
90- Bob and Mavis Rossow
98- Bob and Judy Sundling
98- Larry Frohling and Deb Fredrickson
100- Bob and Val Wegner

Other Prizes
Women’s Closest to Pin #4: Cindy WIxon
Men’s Closest to Pin #8: Scott Nehls
Men’s and Women’s Longest Putt #9: Lance 

Bonn
Putting Contest Winner: Roger Zastrow

Roger Zastrow won the putting con-
test. (Photo by Paul Kosel)

Schuelke Farms sponsored the Fire-
cracker Tournament again this year. 
Pictured are Bill Schuelke and his son, 
Austin. (Photo by Paul Kosel)

Firecracker Golf Tourney
July 4, Olive Grove Golf Course

Deb and Austin Schuelke did the scor-
ing after the tournament. (Photo by Paul Kosel)

Pin Prize Winners
Left to right are Lance Bonn, Cindy 

Wixon and Scott Nehls. (Photo by Paul Kosel)

Bill Schuelke showed the putting contestants where the Ts and holes were at 
for the Putting Contest. Picture are Schuelke, Roger Zastrow, Susan Nehls, Bob 
Walter, Elise Ferrell, and Jackie Johnson. (Photo by Paul Kosel)

Henry Township Weed Notice
HENRY TOWNSHIP WEED NOTICE
Henry Township owners and tenants of Henry Township are herby notified and required according to law, to cut all weeds in road 

ditches adjacent to their property or tenanted by them within said township on or before July 15, 2017 or someone will be hired by the 
township board and $250 per half mile charged to the abutting property.

By order of the township board.
Darlene Sass, Township Clerk
(0705.0712)
Published twice at the total approximate cost of $12.08. 14315



Hours at Ellendale, N.D. are:
Monday 9 - 12 & 1 - 5 Thursday 1:00 - 4:00

Dr. Geoffrey Rath - Optometrist
Eye Exams Glaucoma Tests Rx’s Filled

- All Types Contact Lenses -
Doctor here Mondays Only - Office open Thursdays.
701-349-3223 to make appointments & adjustments

Groton Chiropractic 
Clinic

Carol McFarland-Kutter, D.C.
1205 N 1st St., Groton 397-8204

605/395-6531

Hanlon Brothers
Gravel Hauling

New & Cleaning of 
Stockdams with our 
60’ reach trackhoe

Removal, Grinding, Chipping, Trimming
605-725-WOOD

Mason Dinger: 605-216-6098
Trevor Zeck: 605-216-8910

Webster Theatre
Theatre opens at 7 pm with movies starting at 

7:30 pm, Friday through Monday.
7/8 to 7/10  Wonder Woman  PG13

7/15 to 7/17  Pirates pg 13
7/22 to 7/24  Cars 3  PG

225 Brown County Hwy 19 South
Aberdeen: 605/725-4900

Kristi Peterson Bookkeeping
Simple Solutions for YOU

605/216-4474 ~ peterson4@nvc.net
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TRACTOR SALVAGE
ABERDEEN, SD

1000+ Salvaged Tractors &
Combines
400+ Reground Crankshafts
500+ Tractor Tires
300+ Rebuilt Radiators

Phone (605) 225-0185
5 Miles North & 1 Mile West of CASE-IH

GREAT BUYS
& SERVICE!

WANT TO BUY
TRACTORS,
COMBINES
& SWATHERS
FOR SALVAGE

Large Line of Swather,
Baler & Cutter Parts.

MEYERS

SD-1622105D

First Place Winners
Third flight, Mike and Terri Traxinger; second flight, Randy and Sue Stanley; first 

flight, Mitch and Mel Hoffman; championship flight, Brad and Darliss Larson. (Photo 

by Paul Kosel)

Third place Winners
Couples left to right: Championship Flight, Ryan Easthouse and Carmen Fergu-

son; first flight, Steve and Betty Dunker; second flight, Tim and Jan Kearns; third 
flight, Dave and Marcy Blackmun. (Photo by Paul Kosel)

Second Place Winners
Championship Flight: Tom and Pat Price; third 

flight, Rich and Tami Zimney; not pictured are first 
flight Jan and Nancy Gilchrist and second flight Mike 
and Cheri Baker. (Photo by Paul Kosel)

JVT/NVC 
Purchase 
Northern 
Wireless

James Valley Telecommuni-
cations and Northern Valley 
Communications announced the 
purchase of Northern Wireless 
Communications. NVC is a sub-
sidiary of JVT.

“We have more than 60 years 
of experience in the communica-
tions industry and are excited to 
welcome the Northern Wireless 
customers to our Internet family,” 
said JVT/NVC CEO James Groft. 
“Internet service for Northern 
Wireless customers will continue 
uninterrupted as we make this 
exciting transition, and speeds 
will be increased where possible.”

Northern Wireless customers will see their 
next bill come from either JVT or NVC this 
month depending on the service address.

JVT/NVC also provides cellular, cable TV and 
home phone service to Brown county and 
parts of Day and Spink counties.

Groton Fire &
Rescue Surplus

Equipment
Snowcat Model DMC 1450;
1 9 9 3  M a x e y  8  X  2 0 

T i l t  Bed Tra i ler,  Ser ia l  # 
MM9TA448PIKEZ818, New Tires 
& Rims;

1 Wildland Fire Unit Kappa 
Pump, 5HP Honda Motor, Cox 
Hose Reel with 1”High Pressure 
Rubber Hose;

3 Light Bars.
Viewing of the items will oc-

cur one hour prior to the time of 
sale or the items can be viewed 
by appointment by calling John 
Wheeting at (605) 228-3309. 
Items are sold as is with no guar-
antee of description, accuracy, 
running order, or condition. Sell-
er reserves the right to accept or 
reject any and all bids. Sale shall 
be conducted and clerked by the 
Groton Area Fire Protection and 
Rescue District Board.

Bruce Sippel
Secretary, Groton Area Fire 

Protection
and Rescue District
(0705.0712)
Published once at the total ap-

proximate cost of $32.58. 14316

NOTICE OF SURPLUS EQUIP-
MENT

Notice is hereby given, that 
pursuant to SDCL 6-13 et al, the 
following described property will 
be offered for sale by auction 
at the Groton Fire Station, 305 
E. Railroad Avenue, Groton, SD  
57445 on July 17, 2017 at 6:00 
o’clock P.M.   

This property has been ap-
proved for public sale by the 
Groton Area Fire Protection and 
Rescue District. Purchase price 
of the property shall be paid in 
full on the day of sale and a bill 
of sale will be issued to the suc-
cessful bidders on the following 
described property. Property of-
fered for sale is as follows:

Holland Fifth Wheel;
45000 lb DP Truck Winch and 

Hydraulic Pump with controls 
and 150 7/8 cable;

20” X 24” Truck Tool Box;
32” X 36” Truck Tool Box;
2  11R225 Steer Tires on 

Dayton Rims;
8 foot Fiberglass Utility Box;

9¢ Make your own B&W 
8.5x11 copies at the 
Groton Independent, 
21 N Main, Groton.
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Energy. In addition, the project has been on 
the South Dakota Transportation plan for over 
three years. Northwestern Energy had advised 
Webster Scale, Inc. That they would be at the 
initial meeting, but they did not appear, ac-
cording to Webster Scale Inc.'s response. WSI 
attempted to contact Northwestern Energy 
later that day.  Northwestern Energy did not 
attend any of the meetings.

Construction began April 4, 2017. WSI, in 
their response, said, "James Valley Communi-
cations, Midcontinent, WEB Water and the City 
of Groton all worked closely with WSI in order 
to insure there were no utility issues. According 
to the SD Department of Transportation plan, 
Northwestern Energy was aware of this large 
project and all known utility conflicts for over 
three years." Several one-calls were made and 
all parties received copies of these one-calls.

On the first incident on April 12, an employee 
of NWE was on-site and advised WSI that there 
were no conflicts in the area that was being 
excavated. "WSI was operating a dozer and 
bringing the site to grade. Shortly thereafter, 
Mr. (Evan) Almburg left the scene and that gas 
service was damaged.

"As to the second incident that occurred on 
April 21, once again NWE was not on site. The 
plans which had been provided by the State of 
South Dakota did not show any gas lines in the 
area in which we were operating. These plans 
had been previously been provided to NWE. 
At the time of the excavation in question took 
place, the project superintendent, three labor-
ers, the excavator operator and a representa-
tive of James Valley were present. The James 
Valley representative was present because it 
was known that a fiber optic line was in the 
area where the excavation was taking place. 
At no time did any of the individuals believe 
there was a gas main present. The idea this 

Work continues on the US12 project in Groton as Webster Scale, Inc. employees 
take a look at the progress. The new completion date for US12 is now July 28th. 
The set-back from the July 1 deadline is mainly because of utility conflicts, ac-
cording to the weekly DOT report held yesterday. (Photo by Tina Kosel)

Webster Scale
Continued from front

strike was intentional is ludicrous."
It was stated that WSI is well aware of the 

18" requirement. "WSI would never place its 
employees, subcontractors, state personnel 
and the general public at risk."

WSI had specifically asked NWE and its rep-
resentatives to come by on a regular basis to 
make sure there were no issues. "Evan agreed 
to this, however, it never occurred," according 
to the letter. "In fact, as of the date of this 
answer, WSI is of the belief that NWE has 
caused delays of 16 days due to their failure to 
move their lines out of the public right-of-way." 
Meanwhile, it was stated that Almburg had 
quit his employment and that the new contact 
information provided was incorrect.

WSI has been in business for 57 years. "We 
have never had a complaint filed against us," 
the letter said. "The fact that there have been 
no issues with any of the other four utilities 
involved with the project is a testament as to 
our practices."

The South Dakota One Call Board met June 
16 in Rapid City.	  Discussion was held on 

the information presented and finding no prob-
able cause, the complaint was dismissed on a 
unanimous vote.

It should be noted at according to the min-
utes of the meeting, this was a legal proceed-
ing and only the written information provided 
by the complainant and the written response 
from the defendant were considered. No com-
ments from the parties involved in the com-
plaints were taken. This article was produced 
from the documentation on the website of 
South Dakota One Call.

The full documentation of the complaint can 
be viewed on-line at www.sdonecall.com.

http://www.sdonecall.com/complaints/
south-dakota-one-call-complaints/2017-south-
dakota-one-call-complaints/oc17-003/

In addition, Webster Scale, Inc., along with 
the South Dakota Deparmtent of Transporta-
tion, hold weekly meetings at 1 p.m. on Thurs-
day at the Groton Community Center. These 
meetings are also broadcast live at GDILIVE.
COM and are also open to the public. 

- Paul Kosel

http://www.sdonecall.com/complaints/south-dakota-one-call-complaints/2017-south-dakota-one-call-complaints/oc17-003/
http://www.sdonecall.com/complaints/south-dakota-one-call-complaints/2017-south-dakota-one-call-complaints/oc17-003/
http://www.sdonecall.com/complaints/south-dakota-one-call-complaints/2017-south-dakota-one-call-complaints/oc17-003/
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AUCTIONS
SOUTHERN BLACK HILLS ABSOLUTE “On-

line” real estate auction.  Totally restored, 
charming commercial/residential buildings on 
Hot Springs main street.  Closes July 20.  De-
tails www.bradeenauction.com 605-673-2629. 

EMPLOYMENT
CUSTOMER SERVICE MANAGER:   Work 

online from home for SD based family busi-
ness. ($12/$20hr) (Full Time) Management 
experience a plus. Some evenings/weekends. 
Resume, questions: careers@smartsale-
sandlease.com._________________________________

GREAT PAYING JOBS! Statewide construction 
jobs, $15.00 - $22.00 hourly + benefits. Sum-
mer or permanent. No experience necessary, 
great career opportunities.  Apply Online www.
sdwork.org. _________________________________

MIDDLE SCHOOL SOCIAL STUDIES / Read-
ing Teacher for the Hot Springs School District 
in Hot Springs, SD. Would consider part-time 
Social Studies and/or Reading teacher. Please 
contact Liz Baker @ 320-760-0927 or email 
resume to liz.baker@k12.sd.us. 

MISCELLANEOUS
CUT THE CABLE! Call DirectTV. Bundle & 

Save! Over 145 Channels PLUS Genie HD-DVR. 
$50/month for 2 Years (with AT&T Wireless.) 
Call for Other Great Offers! 1- 888-623-5119

NOTICES
ADVERTISE IN NEWSPAPERS statewide for 

only $150. Put the South Dakota Statewide 
Classifieds Network to work for you today! (25 
words for $150. Each additional word $5.) Call 
the Independent at 605/397-NEWS (6397) for 
details.

Put our
experienced 
team to work 

for you!

2017 Brown County 4-H Horse Show
This is the rest of the results from the Brown County 4-H Horse Show.

Exhibitor, 4-H Age, Grade, Division, Class, Class Ribbon, Class Awards
Emily Malsam, 9, 4, Equitation, Beginner Stock Seat Equitation, Blue
Emily Malsam, 9, 4, Equitation, Beginner Hunt Seat/Saddle Seat Equitation, Blue, GRAND 

CHAMPION
Emily Malsam, 9, 4, Games, Beginner Flag Racing, White
Emily Malsam, 9, 4, Games, Junior Barrel Racing, Blue
Emily Malsam, 9, 4, Games, Junior Pole Bending, Blue
Emily Malsam, 9, 4, Performance, Junior Trail, Blue, GRAND CHAMPION
Emily Malsam, 9, 4, Showmanship, Beginner Western Showmanship, Blue, RESERVE CHAM-

PION
Emily Malsam, 9, 4, Showmanship, Beginner English Showmanship, Blue, GRAND CHAMPION
Faith Fliehs, 11, 5, Equitation, Junior Stock Seat Equitaiton, Blue
Faith Fliehs, 11, 5, Games, Junior Barrel Racing, Purple, RESERVE CHAMPION
Faith Fliehs, 11, 5, Games, Junior Pole Bending, Purple, RESERVE CHAMPION
Faith Fliehs, 11, 5, Performance, Junior Reining, Blue, RESERVE CHAMPION
Faith Fliehs, 11, 5, Performance, Junior Ranch Riding, Purple, GRAND CHAMPION
Faith Fliehs, 11, 5, Performance, Junior Trail, Blue, RESERVE CHAMPION
Faith Fliehs, 11, 5, Showmanship, Junior Western Showmanship, Red
Grace Malsam, 14, 9, Equitation, Senior Stock Seat Equitation, Blue
Grace Malsam, 14, 9, Equitation, Senior Hunt Seat, Blue
Grace Malsam, 14, 9, Games, Senior Pole Bending, Blue, RESERVE CHAMPION
Grace Malsam, 14, 9, Games, Senior Barrel Racing, Blue, RESERVE CHAMPION
Grace Malsam, 14, 9, Performance, Senior Ranch Riding, Blue
Grace Malsam, 14, 9, Performance, Senior Trail, Blue
Grace Malsam, 14, 9, Showmanship, Senior Western Showmanship, Blue
Grace Malsam, 14, 9, Showmanship, Senior English Showmanship, Red
Hanna Miller, 13, 7, Equitation, Junior Stock Seat Equitaiton, Red
Hanna Miller, 13, 7, Games, Junior Pole Bending, Blue
Hanna Miller, 13, 7, Performance, Junior Trail, White
Hanna Miller, 13, 7, Showmanship, Junior Western Showmanship, Blue
Jack Podoll, 10, 4, Equitation, Beginner Stock Seat Equitation, White
Jack Podoll, 10, 4, Games, Junior Barrel Racing, Purple, GRAND CHAMPION
Jack Podoll, 10, 4, Games, Junior Pole Bending, Purple, GRAND CHAMPION
Jack Podoll, 10, 4, Games, Beginner Flag Racing, Purple, GRAND CHAMPION
Jack Podoll, 10, 4, Showmanship, Beginner Western Showmanship, Blue
Jazmine Hart-Crissman, 12, 6, Equitation, Junior Stock Seat Equitaiton, Blue, RESERVE 

CHAMPION
Jazmine Hart-Crissman, 12, 6, Showmanship, Junior Western Showmanship, Purple, RESERVE 

CHAMPION
Jordan Zoellner, 12, 6, Equitation, Junior Stock Seat Equitaiton, Red
Jordan Zoellner, 12, 6, Showmanship, Junior Western Showmanship, Red
Kylie Johannsen, 9, 4, Equitation, Beginner Stock Seat Equitation, Blue
Kylie Johannsen, 9, 4, Games, Junior Pole Bending, White
Kylie Johannsen, 9, 4, Games, Junior Barrel Racing, White
Kylie Johannsen, 9, 4, Games, Beginner Flag Racing, White
Kylie Johannsen, 9, 4, Performance, Junior Trail, White
Kylie Johannsen, 9, 4, Showmanship, Beginner Western Showmanship, Red
Mallory Miller, 11, 6, Equitation, Junior Stock Seat Equitaiton, White
Mallory Miller, 11, 6, Games, Junior Barrel Racing, White
Mallory Miller, 11, 6, Games, Junior Pole Bending, White
Mallory Miller, 11, 6, Showmanship, Junior Western Showmanship, Red
Megan Malsam, 18, 12, Equitation, Senior Stock Seat Equitation, Red
Megan Malsam, 18, 12, Equitation, Senior Hunt Seat, Blue
Megan Malsam, 18, 12, Games, Senior Barrel Racing, Blue
Megan Malsam, 18, 12, Games, Senior Pole Bending, Blue
Megan Malsam, 18, 12, Performance, Senior Ranch Riding, Red
Megan Malsam, 18, 12, Performance, Senior Trail, Red
Megan Malsam, 18, 12, Showmanship, Senior Western Showmanship, Red
Megan Malsam, 18, 12, Showmanship, Senior English Showmanship, Blue
Rayven Dutenhoffer, 8, 3, Equitation, Beginner Stock Seat Equitation, Red
Rayven Dutenhoffer, 8, 3, Games, Junior Barrel Racing, Red
Rayven Dutenhoffer, 8, 3, Games, Junior Pole Bending, Red
Rayven Dutenhoffer, 8, 3, Games, Beginner Flag Racing, Red
Rayven Dutenhoffer, 8, 3, Performance, Junior Trail, White
Rayven Dutenhoffer, 8, 3, Showmanship, Beginner Western Showmanship, Blue
Riley Zoellner, 8, 2, Equitation, Beginner Stock Seat Equitation, White
Riley Zoellner, 8, 2, Games, Junior Barrel 

Racing, Red
Riley Zoellner, 8, 2, Games, Junior Pole Bend-

ing, Red
Riley Zoellner, 8, 2, Games, Beginner Flag 

Racing, Red
Riley Zoellner, 8, 2, Showmanship, Beginner 

Western Showmanship, Red
Trey Wright, 18, 12, Equitation, Senior Stock 

Seat Equitation, Blue
Trey Wright, 18, 12, Games, Senior Barrel 

Racing, Blue, GRAND CHAMPION
Trey Wright, 18, 12, Games, Senior Pole 

Bending, Purple, GRAND CHAMPION
Trey Wright, 18, 12, Games, Senior Break-

Away Roping, Red
Trey Wright, 18, 12, Games, Senior Tie-Down 

Roping, Red

Local Classified and 
Card of Thanks Rates
The following rates are for Classifieds pub-

lished in both the Groton Daily Independent 
and the Groton Independent, and posted on-
line at www.grotonsd.net. Cut rate in half if 
you just want it in the GDI or just the weekly.

1 Week: $9 for first 30 words, 20¢/word thereafter
2 Wks: $17 for first 30 words, 38¢/word thereafter
3 Wks: $24 for first 30 words, 54¢/word thereafter
4th consecutive week is free
605/397-NEWS (6397)
PO Box 34, Groton SD 57445
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Groton Area School Proposed 2017-18 Budget Groton School
June 26, 2017

Meeting Minutes
UNOFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS 

OF BOARD OF EDUCATION
GROTON AREA SCHOOL DIS-

TRICT NO. 06-6
REGULAR MEETING
June 26, 2017
President Smith called the 

meeting to order at 7:30 pm 
in the High School Conference 
Room.  Members present: Fjels-
tad, Gengerke, Harder, Kjelden, 
Rix, Smith and Weismantel.  
Others present: Superintendent 
J. Schwan, Principal B. Schwan, 
Business Manager Weber and 
Principal Candidate Sombke.

Moved by Weismntel, second 
Kjelden to approve the agenda 
with the following amendments 
under Old Business Item #4 – 
remove items a and d and add 
item f – approve new elementary 
project change order, under New 
Business Item #7a - hire co-bas-
ketball cheerleading advisors and 
under New Business Item #8b 
– approve resignation of boys 
soccer coach.  Motion carried.

There were no potential con-
flicts of interest reported. 

Moved by Rix, second Fjelstad 
to approve the following consent 
agenda items as presented: 
North Central Special Ed Coop 
school of record agenda items 
and year-end bills and District 
bills.  Motion carried.

GENERAL FUND:  GENERAL 
FUND:  A&B Business – toner, 
109.00; Agency Fund – advance 
payments, 4,013.13; Decker 
Inc – containers, 155.83; C. 
Farmen Jr – meals, 44.81; L. 
Grieve – meals, 23.29; Hampton 
Inn – golf lodging, 536.00; A. 
Helvig – meals, 39.20; Hillyard 
– parts, 26.35; House of Glass 
– services, 143.63; Jostens – 
honor cords, 100.00; Ken’s Food 
Fair – fuel, 3,486.13; Locke 
Electric – services, 624.29; Math-
counts Foundation – fee, 190.00; 
Matheson – supplies, 96.75; 
Menards – supplies, 50.97; Mid-
American Research Chemical – 
supplies, 762.87; Northwestern 
Energy – utilities, 17.94; T. Pigors 
– meals, 45.35; Sannes Sewing 
– services, 912.00; A. Seek-
lander – meals, 24.62; J. Seibel 
– meals, 41.77; Stan Houston 
Equipment – supplies, 89.00; C. 
Weisenburger – background ck 
fee, 43.25; Wells Fargo – sup-
plies, 1,384.23.  Total General 
Fund - $12,960.41.

 CAPITAL OUTLAY: Agency 
Fund – adv pmts, 2,203.57; 
Decker Inc – materials, 632.14; 
Digi Security Systems – door 
switches, 22,095.58; D. Donley – 
project work, 1,250.00; M. Erick-
son – cart, 39.99; Pierre School 
District – tablets, 5,000.00.  Total 
Capital Outlay - $31,221.28.

SPECIAL ED: Agency Fund – 
adv pmt, 21.73.  Total Special 
Ed - $21.73.

ENTERPRISE: Food Ser-
vice- Agency Fund – adv pmts, 
855.46; Nardini Fire Equipment 
– inspection, 219.00.   Total Food 
Service - $1,074.46.

OST- Aberdeen Kiwanis – 
fundraiser, 177.00; Agency Fund 
– adv pmts, 278.48.   Total OST - 
$455.48.  Total Enterprise Funds 
- $1,529.94

Members of the public were 
allowed five minutes to address 
the board on any topic of their 
choice.  With no public members 
present to speak, the board 
proceeded with their remaining 
agenda items.

There were no board commit-
tee reports given.

Superintendent Schwan gave 
a Groton Area Elementary Reno-
vation and Addition Project 
update.

The following change orders 
to the elementary construction 
project were reviewed for con-
sideration: b) CCO#004 with 
JDH Construction – additional 
plumbing chases and removal 
and infill of door at an increase 
of $3,199; c) CCO#005 with 
JDH Construction – Junior Kin-
dergarten room revisions at an 
increase of $2,570; e) CCO#002 
with Redlinger Brothers Plumb-
ing – additional classroom sink 
plumbing for an increase of 
$2,965 and f) CCO#006 with 
JDH Construction – infill exterior 
walls with spray foam and patch 
for an increase of $1,677.   

Moved by Harder, second Rix 
to approve change orders b, c, 
e and f as presented.  Motion 
carried. 

The following items were dis-
cussed in administrative reports: 
staffing update, ASBSD/SASD 
Joint Convention, school bus 
inspections, Athletics Moratorium 
scheduled for July 1-7, summer 
facilities maintenance and sum-
mer school update.  

Continues on next page
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Moved by Weismantel, second 
Kjelden to approve the following:

RESOLUTION TO TRANSFER 
CONTINGENCY FUNDS

WHEREAS:  The General Fund 
Contingency Account consists of 
$50,000.

THEREFORE:  Be it resolved 
to transfer $2,000 to Office of 
the Superintendent, $2,000 to 
Office of the Principals, $6,000 
to Architecture and Engineering 
Services and $3,500 to Athletics 
for a total of $13,500.

Date of Resolution, June 26, 
2017.

Steven R. Smith, President
M. J. Weber, Business Official
(Resolution carried.)
Moved by Fjelstad, second Rix 

to approve the following:
RESOLUTION TO ADOPT 

SUPPLEMENTAL BUDGET FOR 
CAPITAL OUTLAY 

WHEREAS:  The following 
budget function levels set by 
the Board of Education were not 
adequate to meet the operating 
needs of the District in Capital 
Outlay.

THEREFORE:  Be it resolved, 
that the Board of Education, in 
accordance with SDCL 13-11-3.
l2, adopts the following supple-
mental budget in Capital Outlay 
by allocating $1,300 from Cash 
on Hand to Vehicle Servicing and 
Maintenance ($1,300).

Date of Resolution, June 26, 
2017.

Steven R. Smith, President
M. J. Weber, Business Official
(Resolution carried.)
Moved by Harder, second 

Weismantel to approve the fol-
lowing:

RESOLUTION TO ADOPT 
SUPPLEMENTAL BUDGET FOR 
SPECIAL EDUCATION 

WHEREAS:  The following 
budget function levels set by 
the Board of Education were not  
adequate to meet the operating 
needs of the District in Special 
Education.

THEREFORE:  Be it resolved, 
that the Board of Education, 
in accordance with SDCL 13-
11-3.l2, adopts the following 
supplemental budget in Special 
Education by allocating $3,475 
from Cash on Hand to Specific 
Learning Disabled Administration 
($225), Speech Language Im-
pairment Administration ($500), 
Autism Administration  ($700), 
Cognitive Disability Transporta-
tion ($325), Autism Transporta-
tion ($800),  Preschool Support 
Services ($600), Specific Learn-
ing Disabled Support Services 
($200) and Autism Support 
Services ($125).

Date of Resolution, June 26, 
2017.

Steven R. Smith, President
M. J. Weber, Business Official
(Resolution carried.)
Weber presented year-to-date 

fund balance totals in General 
Fund, Capital Outlay and Special 
Education.  Moved by Weisman-
tel, second Harder to approve 
budget amendments to Capital 
Outlay Transfer Out and General 
Fund Transfer In from $100,000 
to $250,000 in accordance with 
SDCL 13-11-3.2.  Motion carried 
6-0 with Gengerke abstaining.

The board discussed repair 
work needed for bus #09.  
Moved by Harder, second Kjelden 
to approve a new Cummins 
motor replacement for $29,000 
with a 5-year warranty.  Motion 
carried.

Bids for fuel oil, diesel and 
gas were opened and read as 
follows: MJ’s Sinclair - #2 Diesel 
– 1.852, #1 Diesel – 1.9928, 
Ethanol – 1.7692, Lead-Free 
– 1.993, and E-85 – 1.2522; 
Ken’s Shell Express - #2 Diesel 
– 1.7030, #1 Diesel – 1.8088, 
Ethanol – 1.3528, Lead-Free – 
1.844 and E-85 – 1.1444.  Moved 
by Kjelden, second Gengerke to 
award fuel contract to Ken’s Shell 
Express.  Motion carried.

Quotes for official newspa-
per were opened and read as 
follows: Groton Independent 
– legal line rate $0.24 per line, 
classified advertising $3.00 per 
week, local open display ad-
vertising $3.00 per column inch 
and current subscribers 275; 
Groton Dakota Press – legal line 
rate $0.23 per line, classified 
advertising $0.10 per word with 
a minimum charge of $3.00 for 
20 words, local open display 
advertising $3.00 per column 
inch and current subscribers 118.  
Moved by Weismantel, second 
Rix to award newspaper contract 
to Groton Independent based on 
the number of subscribers.  Mo-
tion carried.

Moved by Harder, second Rix 
to hire Joel Guthmiller as Boys 
and Girls Golf Coach for the 
2017-18 school year with salaries 
to be published in July.  Motion 
carried.

Moved by Weismantel, second 

Continued from 
previous page

Fjelstad to hire Sandi Sippel and 
Joellen Miller as Co-Basketball 
Cheer Advisors for the 2017-18 
school year with salaries to be 
published in July.  Motion carried.

Moved by Rix, second Kjelden 
to accept the resignation of Joel 
Guthmiller as Assistant Volleyball 
Coach.  Motion carried.

Moved by Kjelden, second 
Gengerke to accept the resigna-
tion of Mike Becker as Boays 
Soccer Coach.  Motion carried.

Moved by Rix, second Kjelden 
to adjourn at 8:05 pm.  Motion 
carried.

M. J. Weber, Business Man-
ager

Steven R. Smith, President 
The addition of signatures to 

this page verifies these minutes 
as official.

Published once at the total ap-
proximate cost of $53.68. 14296

Brown County
June 27, 2017

Meeting Minutes
JUNE 27, 2017 – GENERAL 

MEETING
Meeting called to order by 

Commission Chair Kippley at 
8:45 A.M. in the Commissioner’s 
Chambers, Courthouse Annex, 
Brown County, SD.  Present 
were Commissioners Sutton, 
Fischbach and Fjeldheim.  Com-
missioner Hansen was absent.  
Commissioner Fjeldheim led the 
Pledge of Allegiance.   

MINUTES: Moved by Fisch-
bach, seconded by Fjeldheim 
to approve the General Meeting 
Minutes of June 20, 2017.  All 
members present voting aye.  
Motion carried.

CLAIMS: Moved by Sutton, 
seconded by Fjeldheim to ap-
prove the following claims:

P a y r o l l :  C o m m i s s i o n 
$5,289.97; Elections $677.26; 
Auditor $10,826.12; Trea-
surer $13,503.41; States At-
torney $21,213.86; SVAWA 
Grant $1,282.08; Maintenance 
$7,101.88; Assessor $13,798.47; 
Register of Deeds $9,277.35; 
Ve t e ran s  S e r v i c e  O f f i c e 
$4,182.97; GIS $2,301.47; In-
formation Technology $7,579.88; 
Human Resources $3,117.33; 
Sheriff Admin $33,557.97; Jail 
$46,494.57; Coroner $2,550.00; 
JDC $22,709.66 Welfare Office 
$3,665.57; Museum $8,214.10; 
Parks & Fairgrounds $7,177.37; 
Fair Board $4,503.79; 4-H 
$977.71; Weed $6,103.30; Plan-
ning and Zoning $1,866.02;  
Highway $55,082.56; Communi-
cations $19,276.67; Emergency 
Management $3,970.57; Teen 
Court $229.63; 24/7 $3,408.71; 
Landfill $14,095.81.

Matching Benefits: FICA 
$19,746.52; Medicare $4,618.09; 
SDRS $38,482.69; Health Ins 
$133,208.36; Life Ins $979.50; 
Dental Ins $6,979.50. 

Insurance: Insurance Plus 
$695.00.

Professional Fees: Avera 
St. Luke’s $4,197.00; Carlsen 
Funeral Home $150.00; Cook 
County Clerk of Court $18.00; 
Dohrer Law Office $686.20; 
Marv Ekeren $6.00; Mark Kat-
terhagen $46.50; Kennedy, 
Pier, Knoff & Loftus $182.60; 
Kuck Law Office $436.00; Lewis 
& Clark BHS $1,280.00; Lucy 
Lewno $297.00; Mikelson Law 
Office $121.50; Pennington Co. 
State’s Attorney $215.00; Rog-
ers Law Office $584.90; Sanford 
Clinic $229.77; Sanford Health 
$686.55; Christy Griffin-Serr 
Law Office $564.00; Stoddard 
Law Office $1,118.60; Tammy 
Stolle Court Reporting $65.70; 
Karen Swanda $40.50; Yankton 
Co. Sheriff Office $100.00; Sara 
Zahn $27.20.

Publishing: Aberdeen Ameri-
can News $815.20; Andy Drang-
stveit $350.00; Midstates Print-
ing $1,016.50; Todd Co. Tribune 
$22.08.

Repairs & Maintenance: Do-
All Insulation $342.50; Eiler’s 
Water Conditioning $1,014.00; 
Graham Tire $857.35; JDH Con-
struction $450.00; Jones Lawn 
Care $3,920.00; Ladner Electric 
$7,247.50; Loiseau Construction 
$202,663.65; Midwest Pump 
& Tank $112.50; Pierson-Ford 
$48.45; Steven Lust Automotive 
$115.00; 

Suppl ies: A&B Business 
$607.12; Ameripride $60.60; 
Carlsen Funeral Home $375.00; 
Century Business Products 
$710.28; Dahme Construc-
tion $170.94; Dakota Mailing 
$138.63; DSG $526.32; Dive 
Rescue Internationsl $40.00; 
Everyone Counts $5,850.00; Fas-
tenal $176.82; Geffdog $271.96; 
J & K Painting $387.60; Jebro 
$54,639.90; Lucy Lewno $16.17; 
Lien Transportation $8,451.85; 
Marco $6.67; Menards $60.91; 
Midstates Printing $60.00; Mid-
west Pump & Tank $43.91; NCFE 
– Warner $16,259.10; Network 
Services $1,287.90; Pheasant-
land Industries $89.70; Premier 
Biotech $366.29; RDO Equip. 

$75.00; Rixtine Recognition 
$286.34; Share Corp. $380.00; 
Steven Lust Automotive $40.99; 
Swede’s Body Shop $384.00; 

Travel & Conference: Stan 
Beckler $18.33; Darwin Bet-
tmann $15.24; Sue Gates 
$222.78; City of Groton $313.22; 
Patrick Keatts $34.11; Dale Kurth 
$112.53; David North $105.48; 
Jerome Streckfuss $34.98; 

U t i l i t i e s :  C e n t u r y L i n k 
$2,478.92; Dependable Sanita-
tion $451.00; NWPS $1,812.93; 

Other: Pizza Ranch $76.45.
Buildings: ITS $70,437.15.  

All members present voting aye.  
Motion carried.

HR REPORT: Moved by Fjeld-
heim, seconded by Fischbach 
to approve the Commission As-
sistant/HR Office Report, which 
includes the following personnel 
changes:

Approve the following Em-
ployee Step Increases, effective 
July 2, 2017: Paul Wipf @ $20.85 
per hour, Sandy Green @ $17.38 
per hour, Melony Flinn @ $19.65 
per hour, John Clark @ $17.53 
per hour, Kathy Neitzel @ $21.51 
per hour; Nicole Tveit @ $15.70 
per hour.  

Approve hiring Michael Janes 
as part-time Cook for Jail, ef-
fective July 5, 2017 @ $15.04 
per hour. 

All members present voting 
aye.  Motion carried.  

MEDICA INSURANCE CON-
TRACT: Moved by Sutton, sec-
onded by Fischbach to approve 
and authorize the Chair sign the 
master group contract between 
Brown County and Medica In-
surance Company for employee 
health insurance coverage.   All 
members present voting aye.  
Motion carried.

LEASE AGREEMENTS: Moved 
by Fjeldheim, seconded by Sut-
ton to approve and authorize the 
Chair sign the following agree-
ments: Brent Brant for lease of 
the Club House on July 15, 2017 
((includes alcohol use permis-
sion form); RDO Equipment 
Company for lease of the Expo 
Building on August 23-24, 2017.  
All members present voting aye.  
Motion carried.

FAIR CONTRACTS: Moved by 
Sutton, seconded by Fischbach 
to approve and authorize the 
Chair sign the following contracts 
for the 2017 Brown County 
Fair: Hepper’s Sport Center @ 
$220.00 (equipment); Renita 
Kainz @ $40.00 (judge).  All 
members present voting aye.  
Motion carried.

SPECIAL MALT BEVERAGE/
WINE LICENSE HEARING SET: 
Moved by Fjeldheim, seconded 
by Sutton to authorize advertis-
ing public hearing for the follow-
ing Special Malt Beverage/Wine 
License Application: Aberdeen 
Aqua Addicts Waterski Team, 
3301 S Hwy 281, Aberdeen, 
SD – S ½ of SW ¼ of NW ¼ 
of Sec 35-T123N-R64W of the 
5th P.M., Brown County, SD, to 
be held in the Commissioner’s 
Chambers, Courthouse Annex, 
Brown County, SD at 8:45 a.m. 
on July 18, 2017 (Special License 
effective July 28, 29 & 30, 2017).  
All members present voting aye.  
Motion carried.

PLATS: Commissioner Fisch-
bach offered the following Reso-
lution: RESOLUTION #39-17. 
BE IT RESOLVED by the County 
Commission of Brown County, 
SD that the plat showing “Kas-
sube Consolidation Subdivision 
in NE ¼ Sec 27-T123N-R62W of 
the 5th P.M., Brown County, SD” 
having been examined, is hereby 
approved in accordance with 
the provisions of SDCL of 1967, 
Chapter 11-3, and any amend-
ments thereof. Seconded by 
Commissioner Sutton.  Roll call 
vote: Commissioners Hansen-
absent, Sutton-aye, Fischbach-
aye, Fjeldheim-aye, Kippley-aye.  
Resolution adopted.

Commissioner Fischbach of-
fered the following Resolution: 
RESOLUTION #40-17. BE IT 
RESOLVED by the Board of 
County Commissioners of Brown 
County, SD that the plat show-
ing “Keatts Sixth Subdivision in 
the W ½ of the NW ¼ of Sec 
23-T124N-R65W of the 5th P.M., 
Brown County, SD” having been 
examined, is hereby approved in 
accordance with the provisions 
of SDCL 11-3, and any amend-
ments thereof. Seconded by 
Commissioner Sutton.  Roll call 
vote: Commissioners Hansen-
absent, Sutton-aye, Fischbach-
aye, Fjeldheim-aye, Kippley-aye.  
Resolution adopted. Commis-
sioner Fischbach offered the fol-
lowing Resolution: RESOLUTION 
#41-17. BE IT RESOLVED by the 
Board of County Commissioners 
of Brown County, SD that the 
plat showing “Treeby Conserva-
tion Easement Tract 1 in the 
SW ¼ of Sec 24-T128N-R61W 
of the 5th P.M., Brown County, 
SD” having been examined, is 
hereby approved in accordance 
with the provisions of SDCL 11-3, 

and any amendments thereof. 
Seconded by Commissioner Sut-
ton.  Roll call vote: Commission-
ers Hansen-absent, Sutton-aye, 
Fischbach-aye, Fjeldheim-aye, 
Kippley-aye.  Resolution ad-
opted. Commissioner Fischbach 
offered the following Resolution: 
RESOLUTION #42-17. BE IT 
RESOLVED by the County Com-
mission of Brown County, SD that 
the plat showing “Ludwig-Chris-
tensen Subdivision in SE ¼ Sec 
33-T124N-R64W of the 5th P.M., 
Brown County, SD” having been 
examined, is hereby approved in 
accordance with the provisions 
of SDCL of 1967, Chapter 11-3, 
and any amendments thereof. 
Seconded by Commissioner Sut-
ton.  Roll call vote: Commission-
ers Hansen-absent, Sutton-aye, 
Fischbach-aye, Fjeldheim-aye, 
Kippley-aye.  Resolution ad-
opted. Commissioner Fischbach 
offered the following Resolu-
tion: RESOLUTION #43-17. BE 
IT RESOLVED by the Board of 
County Commissioners of Brown 
County, SD that the plat showing 
“Daniel Lipp Subdivision in the 
SW ¼ of Sec 3-T123N-R64W of 
the 5th P.M., Brown County, SD” 
having been examined, is hereby 
approved in accordance with the 
provisions of SDCL Chapter 11-3, 
and any amendments thereof. 
Seconded by Commissioner Sut-
ton.  Roll call vote: Commission-
ers Hansen-absent, Sutton-aye, 
Fischbach-aye, Fjeldheim-aye, 
Kippley-aye.  Resolution ad-
opted. Commissioner Fischbach 
offered the following Resolu-
tion: RESOLUTION #44-17. BE 
IT RESOLVED by the Board of 
County Commissioners of Brown 
County, SD that the plat showing 
“Performance Rentals Third Sub-
division in SW ¼ & NW ¼ of Sec 
21-T123N-R64W of the 5th P.M., 
Brown County, SD” having been 
examined, is hereby approved in 
accordance with the provisions 
of SDCL Chapter 11-3, and any 
amendments thereof.

Seconded by Commissioner 
Sutton.  Roll call vote: Commis-
sioners Hansen-absent, Sutton-
aye, Fischbach-aye, Fjeldheim-
aye, Kippley-aye.  Resolution 
adopted.

DOE CAMA SYSTEM DISCUS-
SION: Michael Hauke, Director 
of Equalization and Appraisers 
Gene Loeschke and Russell Metz 
met to discuss converting Devnet 
CAMA (based on Marshall Swift 
value system) currently in use to 
Vanguard CAMA (based on Van-
guard value system).  No action 
was taken at this time. 

BURN BAN/FIREWORKS DIS-
CUSSION: Scott Meints, EM 
Director and Mark Stokes, Ab-
erdeen Rural Fire District met 
to recommend the Burn Ban 
remain in place and cited state 
law in regard to the use of the 
SD Grassland Fire Danger Index 
to determine County regulation 
of fireworks, and presented 
the current report indicating 
the index has not reached the 
extreme category at this time.  
The Commission will review the 
Burn Ban at the July 5th meeting 
and urges all residents to use 
extreme caution when discharg-
ing fireworks.

ABATEMENT DISCUSSED: 
Jeff Mitchell, HAPI Director met 
to discuss an abatement on a 
property recently purchased by 
Homes Are Possible Inc for the 
2017 payable 2018 real estate 
taxes, as the intent is to demol-
ish the structure.  The Director 
of Equalization office typically 
recommends abatements when 
parcels become vacant.  Ac-
tion was deferred until form 
completed.

SURPLUS SALE: Moved by 
Sutton, seconded by Fischbach 
to authorize Judy Dosch, Main-
tenance dispose of the items 
that did not sell at the recent 
surplus auction by taking any 
scrap metal items to Mardians 
for sale and the remainder of 
items to the Landfill for disposal.  
All members present voting aye.  
Motion carried.    

EXECUTIVE SESSION: Moved 
by Fjeldheim, seconded by Sut-
ton to go into executive session 
to consult with counsel, per 
SDCL 1-25-2(3) and for person-
nel discussion, per SDCL 1-25-
2(1) with Larry Lovrien and Gary 
Vetter in attendance.  All mem-
bers present voting aye.  Motion 
carried.    The Chair declared the 
executive session closed, with 
the following action taken as a 
result of the discussion:  

Moved by Fjeldheim, sec-
onded by Fischbach to amend 
the PAYROLL AUDIT motion in 
the June 20th meeting minutes, 
as follows: to acknowledge Pay-
roll Audit #1, submitted by Erin 
Doering covering the January 
15, 2017 – January 28, 2017 
Pay Period; and further direct 
each Department Head to ad-
dress issues identified in their 
department and pay appropriate 
over-time.  All members present 

voting aye.  Motion carried. 
ADJOURNMENT: Moved by 

Sutton, seconded by Fjeldheim 
to adjourn the Brown County 
Commission at 10:05 a.m.  All 
members present voting aye.  
Motion carried.

Maxine Fischer, Brown County 
Auditor

Published once at the total 
approximate cost of $106.40. 
14297

West Hanson Twp
Vacate Public

Roadway Notice
Notice of Hearing on Petition 

for vacation of public roadway 
Notice is hereby given that a 

Petition requesting that a certain 
public roadway and street bor-
dered by and located within West 
Hanson township, Brown County, 
South Dakota, pursuant to SDCL 
31-3-6, as hereinafter specifically 
described has been received by 
the Board of Supervisors of  West 
Hanson Township: that the Peti-
tion may be examined by con-
tacting the Clerk of the Township 
at his address indicated below; 
that the specific description of 
the property being requested to 
to be vacated is: 

That existing public right-of-
way which includes the statutory 
right-of-way and any right-of-
way acquired by deed(s) lying on 
the section line highway running 
(insert legal description)

The dedicated public right-of-
way existing between the South 
Half (S 1/2) of Section 2 and the 
North Half (N 1/2) of section 11, 
all in township 122, Range 61, 
Brown county, South Dakota, 
being a section line which runs 
east and west approximately 
5,280 ft. and approximately 66 
ft. in width.

Therefore, notice is hereby 
given that the Board of Supervi-
sors of West Hanson Township 
will hold a (joint) public hearing 
to consider the Petition for Vaca-
tion of the above described pub-
lic roadway and street located 
within West Hanson Township, 
Brown County, South Dakota; 
such meeting will be held on 

Brown County
Malt Beverage
for Ski Team

NOTICE OF HEARING FOR 
SPECIAL MALT BEVERAGE/WINE 
LICENSE

Notice is hereby given ac-
cording to SDCL 35-2, a Public 
Hearing on the following Malt 
Beverage/Wine License Applica-
tion is set for 8:45 AM on the 
18th day of July 2017, in the 
Chambers of the Brown County 
Commissioners, in the Court-
house Annex, Brown County, 
South Dakota, at which time 
any interested persons wishing 
to register complaint on their 
approval may appear: 

Aberdeen Aqua Addicts Ski 
Team, 3301 S Hwy 281 (PO Box 
293), Aberdeen, SD 57401 – S 
½ of SW ¼ of NW ¼ of Sec 
35-T123N-R64W of the 5th 
P.M.Brown County, SD.  Special 
License effective July 28, 29 & 
30, 2017.

ATTEST: 
Maxine Fischer, Brown County 

Auditor
Published once at the total ap-

proximate cost of $9.34. 14298

Monday,  17 of July, 2017, at 
7:00 0’clock p.m. at the location  
Charles Dirks 40305-138 Street,  
Groton, South Dakota.

That any persons interested 
in the proposed action may be 
present at said date and time 
and present their information, 
opinions, and /or arguments 
relative to the proposed action. 
Any persons unable to attend 
this hearing may deliver their 
written opinion for consideration 
by the Board of Supervisors, 
such testimony should be deliv-
ered prior to the date and time 
of the scheduled hearing by 
mailing or delivering the option 
to : Darlys Kampa Clerk of West 
Hanson Township at Groton, 
South Dakota 

Township  West Hanson
By  Darlys Kampa
(0628.0705)
Published twice at the total 

approximate cost of $38.88. 
14264
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Weekly Vikings 
Roundup

By Jordan Wright
The Minnesota Vi-

kings have many of 
their positions set (bar-
ring an injury, knock 
on wood). We all know 
Sam Bradford will be 
the quarterback when 
the season starts, we 
know Kyle Rudolph will 
be the team’s starting 
tight end, we know 
Harrison Smith will be 
one of the starters at safety... and so on. How-
ever, just like every team around the league, 
the Vikings enter the 2017 season with some 
positional battles many of which will be hard-
fought and will last through the preseason. 
For the next few weeks, I’ll be breaking down 
the biggest position battles entering training 
camp.

Last week, we started the position battle 
series. While the running back position is im-
portant, it pales in comparison to this week’s 
position battle: center/ right guard. Last year, 
the offensive line was clearly the weak link 
on the team. Because of injuries and incon-
sistency along the line, the Vikings went from 
a championship contender to missing the 
playoffs. If the Vikings want to even make it 
to the playoffs in 2017, it starts and ends with 
the offensive line.

The Vikings spent big money this offseason 
to help shore up the line, signing Riley Rieff 
to be the left tackle and Mike Remmers to be 
the right tackle. The Vikings are also set at 
left guard, after spending big money on Alex 
Boone last offseason. Boone didn’t have the 
greatest season, but some of that can be at-
tributed to the poor play of those beside him. 
I’m hoping we see a better player than the 
one we saw in 2016. 

With left tackle, left guard, and right tackle 
set, there are only two spots open to competi-
tion – center and right guard. 

The Vikings have been relatively lucky at 
the center position in years past, going from 
Matt Birk to John Sullivan. After Sullivan went 
down with a career threatening injury, the 
team was forced to move veteran Joe Berger 
to center, where he played well the last couple 
seasons. However, Berger is 35 years old and 
only has a year or two left before he retires. 
Realizing he wasn’t a long-term solution, the 
Vikings spent their second draft pick this year 
(3rd round) on Pat Elflein, a center from Ohio 
State. Elflein is a tough competitor who will 
get the first shot to become the team’s long 
term answer at center. 

Best case scenario, Elflein is ready to start 
week 1 which will move Berger to right guard. 
Again, he isn’t a long-term solution at right 
guard, but the Vikings have a few young play-
ers behind him who can hopefully contribute 
in a year or two. 

Worst case scenario, Elflein is unable to learn 
the center position quickly enough, forcing the 
team to move Berger to center. Berger will 
be fine at center for this season, but then the 
Vikings are forced to start one of their younger 
offensive linemen at right guard, creating an 
obvious weak link. 

If Elflein is ready to start at center (and I’m 
willing to believe he is, because he switched 
to center his last year in college and won 
the Remmington Award, which goes to the 
nation’s top center in college football), the 
Vikings have the potential to have an average 
offensive line. Combine that with their top five 
defense and above-average offensive skill 
players, the Vikings should be in a position to 
once again be a contender in the NFL.

What do you think? Let me know by reach-
ing out to me on Facebook (facebook.com/
SkolJWright) or on Twitter (@SkolJWright)!

Uncle Terry wants you!

Terry Kenny is the pastor of the First Presbyterian Church in Groton. On Sun-
day, he dressed up as “Uncle Sam.” He said, “I dress up for Memorial Day and 
Independence Day. It’s a time to reflect on our military and our freedom.” Uncle 
Sam is that guy on the ad that says, “I want you!” Kenny added, “If we all do our 
part for America, it would be a better place.” He said that it is fun to dress up as 
Uncle Sam. (Photos by Ron Rehfuss)

The janitorial staff at the Groton Area 
School have been busy at the high school 
getting everything ready for school 
in September. Here Head Custodian 
Mike Nehls is applying a coat of wax to 
the floor. He said once the old wax is 
stripped off, it can take at least six coats 
of wax to the get the floor done. (Photo by 

Paul Kosel)

Drought Monitor

June 27

Much needed rainfall was unfortunately 
scarce over most of the region during the 
past week. Combined with a heat wave early 
in the period with temperatures reaching into 
the 100’s (°F) in some areas, conditions wors-
ened in many places. North Platte, Nebraska, 
for example, tied a June record on the 21st, 
reaching 107°F. Abnormally dry conditions now 
encompass most of the state, save for the far 
west and parts of the far east. These condi-
tions also extended southward into Kansas, 
which also saw abnormal dryness extended 
in the far southwest. The most deterioration, 
however, occurred in the Dakotas, especially 
northwestern South Dakota and North Dakota, 
where the rapidly worsening conditions war-
ranted expansion of moderate, severe, and 
extreme drought to many regions. Extreme 
drought (D3) was expanded across a large 
section of western North Dakota and extended 
into Montana (see West). A county agent from 
McIntosh County noted that soil moisture is 
absent and crop and pasture losses are ex-
pected. Additionally, some producers are now 
having to haul water, and hay is less than half 
of normal. Pastures have zero regrowth. The 
one bright spot for the week in this region 
was southeastern Kidder and southwestern 
Sherman Counties: moderate drought (D1) 
improved to abnormally dry (D0) conditions. 
According to the USDA/NASS reports, the per-
cent of topsoil moisture that was short to very 
short for the week ending June 25 was 53% 
in North Dakota, 63% in South Dakota, and 
56% in Nebraska, increases of 10, 8 and 20%, 
respectively, compared to the June 18 report.
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The South Dakota Building at the 1893 Chicago World’s Fair

South Dakota State Historical Society – State Archives

The photo of the painting is from the museum of the South 
Dakota State Historical Society.

New York Tribune Editor Horace Greeley encour-
aged people to go West, but a South Dakota news-
paper editor admonished people to go East.

“Any person who can take in the world’s fair and 
does not do so, makes a great mistake, and they will 
surely regret it as long as they live,” read an article 
in the June 8, 1893, Turner County Herald in Hurley, 
published by William C. Brown. 

It’s no wonder. The editor and his wife had spent 
10 days taking in the sights at the World’s Colum-
bian Exposition of 1893, also known as the Chicago 
World’s Fair. The fair had opened on May 1, 1893, to 
commemorate the 400th anniversary of Christopher 
Columbus’s arrival in the New World. Those attend-
ing the fair on the south side of Chicago adjacent 
to Lake Michigan would have seen buildings that 
stretched a third of a mile long, the world’s first 
Ferris wheel, exhibits from 86 foreign countries, 
buildings representing 43 states and territories, and 
much more.

Many South Dakotans heeded the advice to see 
the world’s fair, as 19,684 South Dakotans signed 
the guest register in the South Dakota State building from June 1 until 
the fair closed on Oct. 30. South Dakota’s estimated white population 
in 1890, according to the census, was 328,808. The population had 
increased by 2,167 five years later. South Dakotans were part of an 
estimated 28 million people who visited the Chicago World’s Fair.

“The South Dakota State building was not only a surprise to strang-
ers, but to many of our own people,” stated the Report of the South 
Dakota World’s Fair Commission, made to Gov. Charles Sheldon. “Situ-
ated on the 57th street entrance, near the gate, it was in the path of 
all visitors passing in or out of the grounds at that gate. The build-
ing itself was a very important state exhibit. The outside walls were 
covered with the Yankton Portland cement; the beauty of color and 
flint-like hardiness attracted much attention. The front entrance was 
under a large arch composed of Sioux Falls quartzite and Black Hills 
sandstone, supported by two beautiful, polished quartzite columns.”

Those entering the 100-foot by 60-foot building saw rooms packed 
with agricultural, commercial and mining displays. The main exhibit 
hall held more than 100 varieties of wheat, oats and other cereals. 
An arch was made of 14-foot cornstalks loaded with large ears and 
the sign, “We want you to know that South Dakota is a corn state.” 
The wool growers’ exhibit was considered “the best arranged wool 
exhibit on the grounds.” There was also a ladies’ and gentlemen’s 
parlor, bathrooms, gentlemen’s reading and smoking room, private 
offices and storage rooms. 

The purpose of the South Dakota Building was to showcase the 
state’s advantages in order to encourage immigration and to correct 
erroneous impressions people might have of the state, then 4 years 
old, according to the commission’s report. South Dakota was in dire 
straits, as the loss of crops to drought had caused the state’s economy 
to crash and forced many South Dakotans to leave the state or accept 
outside aid.

Due to the state’s treasury troubles, private citizens provided much 
of the financing of the building. 

Gov. Sheldon formally dedicated the South Dakota Building on July 
12, 1893, extolling the state’s rich soil, mild climate, deposits of min-
erals and other virtues. 

The South Dakota Building contained what South Dakota claimed 
to be not only the largest guest registers on the fairgrounds, but the 
largest in the world.

The guest registers were 17 inches thick, 25 inches high and 26 
inches wide, and had a combined weight of 400 pounds, according 
to the fair commission’s report. The guest registers are now in the 
safekeeping of the South Dakota State Historical Society in Pierre. 

Most of the fair’s buildings were designed to be temporary structures, 
removed after the fair closed.

While the fair was underway, Old Main at the University of South 
Dakota in Vermillion was destroyed by fire. Many of the materials from 
the South Dakota Building were saved and found new life in building 
a new Old Main.

This moment in South Dakota history is provided by the South Da-
kota Historical Society Foundation, the nonprofit fundraising partner 
of the South Dakota State Historical Society at the Cultural Heritage 
Center in Pierre. Find us on the web at www.sdhsf.org. Contact us at 
info@sdhsf.org to submit a story idea.

GDI CLEAN!
Laundromat
Downtown 

Groton
Open 24/7

COKE MACHINE INSIDE
20 oz. Bottles Coke, Diet 

Coke, Dr. Pepper, Water - 
$1.75 

20 oz. Blue Powerade - $2, 
16 oz. Monster Drink - $2.75
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Terry Kenny at 610 N Main in Groton uses a couple of manikins to add to his 
wagon scene in front of their house. He moves them around from time to time. 
Here the baby manikin has “angel wings,” and the dad manikin is working on the 
flowers. (Photo by Paul Kosel)

Mr. Manikin decided it was a good day 
for grilling on Tuesday at the Terry Kenny 
home at 610 N Main in Groton. (Photo by Paul 

Kosel)

National Gasoline Price 
Drops to New Low for 2017
July 3, 2017 – At $2.23, today’s national gas price average is the 

lowest the country has seen all year. On the week, gas prices fell in 
46 states. Today, consumers can find gas for $2.00 or less at one out 
of every four gas stations in the country.

“The combination of lukewarm demand and increased gasoline and 
crude output continues to put downward pressure on gas prices,” said 
Marilyn Buskohl, spokeswoman for AAA South Dakota. “While holiday 
gasoline demand is likely to reach new highs, it will probably not be 
enough to cause a significant increase on the price of gasoline in the 
coming week.”

Independence Day motorists traveling between South Dakota’s 
largest cities should be aware that the citywide gas price average for 
regular is 19 cents lower in Sioux Falls than in Rapid City today. Check 
fuel prices, updated daily, at GasPrices.AAA.com. 

Current Price Averages per Gallon of Regular Gasoline
Sioux Falls – $2.06, down 19 cents from one month ago … down 5 

cents from 7/3/16
Rapid City – $2.25, down 19 cents from one month ago … down 18 

cents from 7/3/16
South Dakota – $2.24, down 15 cents from one month ago … down 

9 cents from 7/3/16
U.S. – $2.23, down 15 cents from one month ago … down 4 cents 

from 7/3/16
 The last time gas prices nationally were this inexpensive for the 

Independence Day holiday was in 2005. That year, the price on July 4 
was $2.23 per gallon, 
which was the first 
time gas prices ever 
rose above the $2.00 
mark for the holiday.

Quick Stats
Refineries in our 

region continue to 
run at high utiliza-
tion rates, raising the 
need to push barrels 
to all markets, includ-
ing outside of the U.S.

The nation’s top 
ten least expensive 
markets today are: 
South Carolina ($1.90), 
A labama ($1.96), 
Oklahoma ($1.97), 
Mississippi ($1.97), 
Tennessee ($2.00), 
Arkansas ($2.00), Mis-
souri ($2.00), Virginia 
($2.01), Texas ($2.02) 
and Louisiana ($2.04).


