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1- Recycling trailers| Saturday, June 10

1- Harry Implement Ad | Groton School: ACT Test in Aberdeen

1- Home Gym for sale| Jr. Legion: at Northville Tourney

- Helicopters to beqlin stringing conductor |

B- Annie’s Project ad

B- Bikes for Sale| 1 1

4- New Dignity specialty license plate available 7-1  St. John’s Lutheran: Worship, 9 a.m.

5- Lazy Farmers 4-H Meeting| Emmanuel Lutheran: Worship at 9 am.

5- Noem on Trump cutting regs| United Methodist Church: Conde worship, 9 am;;
6- Sen. Thune's Weekly Column| coffee fellowship time, 10 a.m., Groton worship, 11
7- April Abeln under the big umbrella | a.m.

B- Water your Hackberry trees! | Catholic Parish: Mass at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
O- NSU Spring Dean’s List | Catholic Church at 9 a.m., then at St. Joseph in Turton
D- Jr. Legion loses to Sisseton | at 11 am.

10- Work in progress on elementary school photod  First Presbyterian: Bible Study at 9 a.m., Worship at
12- Today in Weather History| 10 a.m.

13- Today's Forecast] Jr. Legion: at Northville Tourney

14- Yesterday’s Weather |

14- Today’s Weather Info|

14- National Weather Map | 1 2

15- Daily Devotional | Senior Menu: Swiss steak, mashed potatoes, cauli-
16- News from the Associated Press | flower, apricots, whole wheat bread.

Emmanuel Lutheran: Bible Study at 6:30 a.m.
Groton School: School board meeting, 7 p.m.

FOR SALE T-Ball: Black team practice at 6 p.m., Gold team at

MARCY MWM900 Home Gym for sale. Asking 2" > Pm-

$100. Contact Brian at 397-7180 Legion: hosts Mellette for 2 games, 6 p.m.
’ ) Jr. Teener: at Clark for 2 games, 6 p.m.
Open: Recycling Trailer in Groton U8 Red: at Doland for 2 games, 6 p.m.
The recycling trailer is located at 10 East Rail- Softball: Mellette in Groton (U10 at 6 p.m., U12/14

road Ave. DH at 7 p.m. and .8 ,p.m.)
Olive Grove: Kid’s lessons, 9:30 a.m.-10:15 a.m. and

The Cardboard/paper 10:15a.m. to 11 a.m.
recycling trailer at the school is Open

Harry Implement
“Family Owned &~ Operated Since 1935!”

(605) 395-6421
Ferney

© 2017 Groton Daily Independent
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Helicopters to begin stringing conductor

Next week they will begin using helicopters to string conductor (transmission line) nine miles west of
Big Stone City, South Dakota. The helicopters will work their way west toward Aberdeen then northwest
toward Ellendale, North Dakota. The stringing is expected to be completed by October 2018.

Meanwhile they encourage motorists who notice the helicopter work to:

e Focus on the road.

e Maintain a safe speed.

e Refrain from taking photos.

e Stay a safe distance from crews.
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Here is where the transmission line will be installed east and north of Groton.

SDSU “

Extension
po ANNIE’S PROJECT
4 g EMPOWERING WOMEN IN AGRICULTURE

Management Education for
Today’s Farm and Ranch Women

Aberdeen
June 19, 26
July 3, 10, 17 and 24
5:30 pm - 8:45 pm
SDSU Extension Aberdeen Regional Center
13 2nd Ave SE

If interested contact:

Register by: Shannon Sand
June 17,2017 SDSU Extension Livestock
at Business Management Field
www.iGrow.org/events Specialist

605-626-2870

Registration: $150 per person
shannon.sand@sdstate.edu

South Dakota State University, South Dakota counties, and USDA
cooperating. South Dakota State University adheres to AA/EEO
guidelines in offering educational programs and services.

Y

Bikes for Sale

Men’s Bikes
Women's Bikes
Children’s Bikes
Some are free!

Call Eddy Opp at 290-5546.
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New Dignity specialty license plate

available July 1

Pierre, S.D. — Beginning July 1, South Dakota residents
may apply for the new Dignity license plate. The plates

will be available for motor vehicles and motorcycles.
4 /& Qualifying South Dakotans may apply for Dignity plates
F A at their local county treasurer’s office or online at https:/,
kiﬂfﬂﬁl\_ NURE mysdcars.sd.goy during their renewal period. The plates
will be available for the cost of $10 plus a $5 mailing fee.

The Dignity plates were designed with the help of the sculpture’s creator, Dale Lamphere. The sculpture
represents the courage, perseverance and wisdom of the Lakota and Dakota culture in South Dakota and
can be found in Chamberlain, S.D.

“The Dignity license plate will be an on-demand plate and available to anyone with a South Dakota
driver’s license,” Motor Vehicle Division Director Lisa Weyer said. “Working with Dale Lamphere, we were
able to produce a very appealing license plate honoring the Dignity Sculpture.”

For a tutorial on how to order this plate online, visit https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GOZEWUzjgZ(.

v

Dignity is a sculpture on a bluff
overlooking the Missouri River near
Chamberlain, South Dakota. The
50-foot high stainless steel statue,
by South Dakota artist laureate Dale
Lamphere, depicts an Indigenous
woman in Plains-style dress receiving
a star quilt. According to Lamphere,
the sculpture honors the culture of
| the Lakota and Dakota peoples who

| are indigenous to South Dakota.

Norm and Eunabel McKie of Rapid
City, South Dakota announced their
gift of Dignity to the State of South
Dakota in 2014, in honor of the 125th
anniversary of South Dakota state-
hood. It was erected in September
2016 at a site near Interstate 90,
where it overlooks the Missouri River
from atop a bluff.

The statue measures 50 feet Iong, 16 feet hlgh and 32 feet wide. The star quilt held by the woman has
more than 100 blue diamond shapes that move with the wind, and described by the artist as moving “like
an Aspen leaf”.

Three Native American women from Rapid City, SD were used as models for Lamphere’s sculpture. The
artist began by first drawing the form and then sculpting a one-eighth-scale model. The sculpture was
created in an isolated area near the Cheyenne River, east of Rapid City, SD, and later moved to the instal-
lation site.

Beginning July 1 2017 South Dakota residents will be able to purchase auto license plates bearing the
likeness of “Dignity”. The plates were designed with the help of the statue’s artist, Dale Lamphere.



https://mysdcars.sd.gov
https://mysdcars.sd.gov
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GOZEWUzjqZ0
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Name of Club: Lazy Farmers
Date of Meeting: June 4th, 2017
Place of Meeting: Northern Electric
Host/Hostess: Vicci Stange
Pledge Leaders: U.S.: Kody Lehr 4-H: Lexi Gustafson
Demonstrations Given: Kayla Lehr- How to make a scarf; Kody Lehr- How to make a pillow; Kayla Lehr-
“Smart Shopping”; Alicia Davis- “Her trip to the landfill”;
Special Club Activities or Events: Make sure you mow James Cemetery on your assigned week. The
schedule was handed out.
Other Business Discussed: -We will clean the fairgrounds August 10th
-Bopeep Bingo tickets are due at the August meeting
-Threshing bee is September 9th at 8:30
-Newshound has important information to look at
Date & Place of Next Meeting: July 9th at 5:00 at Northern Electric
Club Reporter: Lexi Gustafson

Happy Friday! Came across this article and thought I'd share - Rep. Kristi Noem

Under Trump: 90% cut in new regs, costs slashed to just 0.12% of Obama’s

It's incredible really. Since Inauguration Day, President Trump has approved just 15 major rules, compared
to 93 during that time under the Obama administration.

While he’s dramatically slowed the creation of new regulations, we've worked together to roll back old
ones. Together, we've repealed or delayed more than 90 Obama-era rules and regulations, including WO-
TUS and expensive greenhouse gas rules.

One of the ways we've pulled back is through the Congressional Review Act. While the legislative tool has
been used successfully only once before, we've used it 14 times this year, saving $3.7 billion in regulatory
costs and 4.2 million hours of paperwork.

We still need to make changes to permanently protect the American people from overreaching regula-
tions (click to learn more about the REINS Act, which would help on this front). But our progress so far
is still notable.

In short, enough is enough when it comes to a one-size-fits-all, government-knows-best regulatory ap-
proach. Fortunately, I'm optimistic we're finally moving in the right direction.
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Being a Dad Means You're Part of a Team

No one ever said that being a dad was easy. I don't think it's supposed to be ei-
ther. From my perspective, being a father to Brittany and Larissa is probably both
the toughest and most rewarding job I've ever had. And it's been worth every single
minute, which now looking back, they all seem to have flown past me and Kimberley
over the years.

The only thing more important to me than being a father is that I'm the best one I can be — that I show
up, listen, and love my kids unconditionally. I learned a lot about what it takes to be great dad by watch-
ing my own father. In fact, it's safe to say that I wouldn’t be the man and father I am today without his
wisdom, strength, and tenacity to always put his family first.

He was a busy guy, just like everyone else in Murdo who worked hard to raise a family and make ends
meet. But he was never too busy to spend time with us kids. He was always up for throwing a ball back
and forth in our yard, taking us fishing, and attending our afterschool sporting events. He even put a
basketball hoop up in the backyard. Sure, it was a dirt court, but there was a light above the hoop, which
meant we could shoot baskets well after the sun went down.

Sports was kind of a metaphor for how we lived our lives. Dad and mom were the coaches, and my
siblings and I were all on the team. My parents instilled in us the importance of being a part of that team
and that you should always have your teammates’ backs. I remember my dad, in particular, was always
willing to have those tough down-by-five, get-your-head-in-the-game-type chats with us, but no matter
the outcome, he was always proud of what we'd achieved. He still is today.

When I became a “coach” to Brittany and Larissa and my dad took a seat in the bleachers, I relied on
many of his parenting techniques. Throughout our journey, Kimberly, Brittany, Larissa, and I have had a
lot of good days together — and a few tough ones every now and then. But looking back, I only hope that
I've made my girls half as proud of me as I am of the women they‘ve become.

Now that Brittany and Larissa are both mothers, I've retired myself to the bleachers with my dad.
We're still part of the game, don't get me wrong. But rather than holding a clipboard and whistle, we'll
be snacking on popcorn as we cheer and support our team, which with God’s blessing has continued to
grow over the years.

With Father’s Day right around the corner, I want to wish the happiest of Father’s Days to my dad
Harold, my sons-in-law Luke and Scott, and all of the other dads across South Dakota who, as President
Reagan once said, “serve as models and guides for their sons and daughters and help to pass on to the
next generation the heritage of our civilization.”
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April Abeln had the umbrella all to herself as her son, Axel, was
taking swimming lessons. April was taking a rest after a hard
morning at the office. She is the city’s assistant finance officer.
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One would thought it was fall with some of the trees losing
their leaves. According to State Forester Jon Livermore, it is the
Hackberry trees that are losing their leaves. He said, “"This is a
drought stress response paired with minor nipple galls stress.
Nothing can be done with the galls but any water they can get
now will reduce further damage.”
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Northern State University releases spring 2017 dean’s list

ABERDEEN, S.D. — Northern State University in Aberdeen, S.D., has released the dean’s list for the spring
2017 semester.

Students who have earned at least a 3.5 grade point average for the semester are eligible for the dean’s
list. There are four categories:

¢ Full-time students with a GPA of 4.0.
¢ Full-time students with a GPA of 3.5-3.99.
¢ Part-time students with a GPA of 4.0.
¢ Part-time students with a GPA of 3.5-3.99.

Bath: Garrett Gunderson
Jayleen Lier
Claremont: Donte Blanchard
Columbia:  Sydney Hanna
Frederick: ~ Dane Campbell
Hattie Zinter
Groton: Britni Carlson
Josephine Doeden
Abby Gibbs
Kiana Kokales
Breanna Marzahn
Jasmine Schaller
Langford: Jordan Carson

Bo Fries
Stratford: Shayna Lier
Warner: Marissa Hook
Jr. Legion: Sisseton 12, Groton 10
Sisseton 3 4 1 0 4 0 0 0 0 -12
Groton 0 0 6 0 0 2 0 2 0 -10

Sisseton scored early and often and held off Groton ton win the Junior Legion game played Thursday
in Groton, 12-10. Sisseton scored three runs in the first, four in the second and one in the third to take a
8-0 lead. Groton rallied in the bottom of the third inning, scoring six runs, but Sisseton would tack on four
more runs in the fifth. Groton added two more runs in the sixth and eighth inning. Riley Thurston was left
on base as the next three batters were struck out in the bottom of the ninth.

Darien Shabazz, Austin Jones and Alex Morris each had two singles and Hunter Schaller, Caleb Furney
and Peyton Johnson each had a single.

Sisseton’s pitchers struck out 21 batters while Groton’s pitchers struck out 13 batters.
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This is what remains of the north pod.

This is what the south pod looks like right now.
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Today in Weather History

June 10, 1998: Torrential rains of two to three inches in a short period caused flash flooding on the Crow
Creek, near Gann Valley. As a result, some dams and roads were washed out.

June 10, 2004: An F1 tornado damaged 3 barns and numerous other buildings on a farm located 22
miles west of Ft. Pierre. This tornado also downed power lines and broke windows out of a home. There
were no injuries reported.

June 10, 2008: A strong low-level jet impinging on a surface frontal boundary extending across southern
South Dakota brought many severe thunderstorms to central and northeast South Dakota. Large hail and
high winds brought some tree damage, trees down, along with some structural damage. Eighty mph winds
blew down a 46 by 100 foot Quonset with tin strewn over a quarter-mile. Several trees were also uprooted
in Hosmer in Edmunds County. An EF1 tornado touched down briefly and downed a power pole, snapped
off a road sign, and blew a metal shed 100 yards destroying it. The tornado also broke off several large
tree branches. This tornado occurred eight miles east-northeast of Eden in Marshall County.

1752: Tt is believed that this was the day Benjamin Franklin narrowly missed electrocution while flying a
kite during a thunderstorm to determine if lightning is related to electricity.

1957 - A dust devil at North Yarmouth, ME, lifted a 600 to 1000 pound chicken shelter into the air
and carried it 25 feet. It landed upright with only slight damage. It is unknown whether any eggs were
scrambled. (The Weather Channel)

1958 - A woman was sucked through the window of her home in El Dorado, KS, by a powerful tornado,
and was carried sixty feet away. Beside her was found a broken phonograph record entitled Stormy Weather
. (The Weather Channel)

1987 - Thunderstorms produced 2 to 4 inch rains in southern Texas. Two and a half inches of rain at Juno
TX caused flooding and closed a nearby highway. Flooding on the northwest side of San Antonio claimed
one life as a boy was swept into a culvert. Thunderstorms in the north central U.S. produced an inch and
a half of small hail at Monida Pass MT. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

1988 - Three dozen cities, mostly in the eastern U.S., reported record low temperatures for the date,
including Elkins, WV, with a reading of 33 degrees. Unseasonably hot weather continued in the Northern
High Plains Region. The record high of 105 degeees at Williston, ND, was their seventh in eight days. (The
National Weather Summary)

1989 - Thunderstorms produced severe weather through the day and night across much of the south-
ern half of the Great Plains Region. Thunderstorms spawned 14 tornadoes, and there were 142 reports
of large hail and damaging winds. Hail three inches in diameter caused three millions dollars damage at
Carlsbad, NM. Hail four inches in diameter was reported at Estelline TX and Stinnett, TX. Thunderstorm
winds gusted to 80 mph at Odessa TX. (Storm Data) (The National Weather Summary)

1997: Flash Flooding occurred in many locations in Mississippi. Highway 80 and many other streets were
flooded in and around Vicksburg. Water engulfed one person’s car, but the person was rescued. This event
caused $300,000 in property damages. Over 6 inches of rain fell in Lexington in a little over 3 hours. The
torrential rains caused Bear Creek to overflow and flood much of the town of Lexington. 45 businesses
were affected by the flooding and 30 of these suffered major losses. As many as 300 homes had water
damage. This event caused $10 million dollars in property damages. Portions of Jones County experienced
flash flooding as 3 inches of rain fell in just 1.5 hours over saturated ground.
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Today Tonight Sunday Sunday Monday Monday Tuesday
Night Night
| * .
30% 20% 50% “

Hot and Mostly Clear Chance Partly Cloudy Muostly Sunny Chance Haot
Breezy then Chance T-storms then Slight T-storms

T-storms Chance

T-storms
High: 90 °F Low: 59 °F High: 84 °F Low: 60 °F High: 87 °F Low: 67 °F High: 92 °F

~ Unsettled Weather

Saturday
Highs 84 to 93°,
t-storms late
tonight

o
Sunday B
Highs 79 to 87°, %
t-stormsin the
morning

Monday
Highs 83 to 93°, Strong to Severe Thunderstorms

t-storms late
afternoon/night

Possible

i€
Published on: 06/10/2017 at 5:44AM
Today will feature dry conditions with breezy northwesterly winds. A system crossing the region to-
night will bring a chance for showers and thunderstorms. Another system will impact the region Mon-

day and Monday night with strong to severe storms possible.
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Yesterday’'s Weather Today’s Info

High Outside Temp: 94.8 F at 4:20 PM Record High: 100° in 1933
Heat Index: 95 at 4:20 PM Record Low: 37° in 1936
Low Outside Temp: 65.4 F at 6:10 AM Average High: 76°F

High Gust: 38.0 Mph at 4:24 PM Average Low: 52°F

Precip: 0.00 Average Precip in June: 1.18

Precip to date in June: 0.08
Average Precip to date: 8.32
Precip Year to Date: 3.27
Sunset Tonight: 9:21 p.m.
Sunrise Tomorrow: 5:44 a.m.

Rain and T'Storms Severe T'Storms Possible (hatched)
Rain and Snow
Snow Heavy Snow Possible (hatched)
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GOD’S CURE FOR SLEEPLESSNESS

Charles Dickens is considered to be one of the world’s greatest novelists and story tellers. He wrote one
of the most interesting, compelling and heart-touching stories of all time: “A Christmas Carol.”

However, there is an interesting story that has been told about him. Whenever he left his home to travel
or spend the night with his friends, he would take his compass with him. After looking at his compass and
before he retired for the night, he would always turn the head of his bed to the north. He believed that
he would sleep more comfortably with his bed in that position.

David had his own routine for falling asleep. He said, “I will lie down in peace and sleep, for you O Lord,
will keep me safe!” The important word in this verse of Scripture is peace. David did not say that he would
lie down and sleep in peace. Rather, the peace that he experienced in his heart is what enabled him to
lie down and sleep.

But where does this peace come from? For David it came from the Lord. David said that God gave him
a greater joy than those who had experienced abundant harvests. The joy and gladness that David ex-
perienced in his heart came from his relationship with God.

We will never find joy, gladness or peace if we seek them for selfish reasons. But they will fill the life of
a Christian if we meet with Him in prayer, seek Him in His Word and worship Him with all of our heart.

Prayer: Father, give us confidence in the promise of Your Word so that we may enjoy Your enduring
peace. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.

Scripture for Today: Psalm 4:8 In peace I will lie down and sleep, for you alone, LORD, make me dwell
in safety.



Groton DPatly Independent

Saturday, June 10, 2017 ~ Vol. 24 - No. 331 ~ 16 of 47 |

News from the AP Associated Press

SD Lottery

By The Associated Press
PIERRE, S.D. (AP) _ These South Dakota lotteries were drawn Friday:

Mega Millions

03-16-28-33-37, Mega Ball: 9, Megaplier: 5

(three, sixteen, twenty-eight, thirty-three, thirty-seven; Mega Ball: nine; Megaplier: five)
Estimated jackpot: $90 million

Powerball
Estimated jackpot: $435 million

Omaha police chief seeks to fire 2 officers in man’s death

By MARGERY A. BECK, Associated Press

OMAHA, Neb. (AP) — Omaha’s police chief is recommending the firing of two police officers involved
in the death of a mentally ill man who had been beaten and shocked a dozen times by a stun gun in an
altercation with officers.

Chief Todd Schmaderer said at a news conference Friday that he plans to fire two of four Omaha of-
ficers involved in the early Monday morning incident in which officers confronted Zachary Bearheels, 29,
of Murdo, South Dakota.

Police say Bearheels, who has a history of mental iliness, was acting erratically and fought officers’ ef-
forts to take him into custody outside an Omaha convenience store. After being shocked with a stun gun,
Bearheels was taken to a hospital, where he was pronounced dead.

Four officers — Jennifer Strudl, Makyla Mead, Scotty Payne and Ryan McClarty — have been placed on
administrative leave. Schmaderer said legal policy kept him from naming which two officers he wants to
fire. A mediator will accept or reject the chief’s recommendation to fire the officers, who have the right to
appeal if the recommendation is accepted.

Schmaderer also said police video of the incident will not be released publicly until a grand jury has had
a chance to investigate the death. Nebraska law requires a grand jury investigation any time a person dies
in custody or while in the process of being arrested.

But Schmaderer offered a detailed account Friday of what appeared on police video, saying Payne used a
stun gun on Bearheels when he fought officers’ attempts to put him in a police cruiser, and that McClarty
had dragged Bearheels by his hair and hit him in the head several times, even after Bearheels was not
resisting. The officers had planned to take Bearheels to a bus station so he could be reunited with family
in South Dakota, Schmaderer said.

Bearheels was shocked 12 times, including times when he was not resisting, Schmaderer said.

The stun gun usage while Bearheels was handcuffed and in the back of a police cruiser “is against our
policy and procedures and training and culture and the whole nine yards,” Schmaderer said.

Douglas County Attorney Don Kleine is considering whether to bring criminal charges against the officers
involved.

Refresher training for dealing with the mentally ill will be required for all officers, Schmaderer said.

Final autopsy results are not back, but blunt force trauma has been ruled out as Bearheels’ cause of
death, Schmaderer said.
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South Dakota drought could affect pheasant population

ABERDEEN, S.D. (AP) — Continued drought-like conditions in South Dakota could dampen the high hopes
many biologists had for the pheasant population earlier this spring when the nesting period began.

Emmett Lenihan, farm bill biologist at habitat organization Pheasants Forever, told the Aberdeen American
News (http://bit.ly/2s57mrB ) that the state’s northeast region is currently at the end of the peak nesting
period for pheasants.

“Some birds potentially start nesting in late April if the conditions are right, but from mid-May through
the first 10 days of June is the big-time period,” he said. “Then, after that until the end of June, you'll start
coming across hens that are re-nesting.”

He said he was encouraged by the number of birds he saw prior to nesting season.

“Going into the nesting season we were looking pretty good — everybody was seeing birds everywhere
if there was habitat available,” he said.

Pheasants’ ideal nesting weather is moderate or warm temperatures with sufficient rainfall. Lenihan
said rainfall is important in helping grow cool-season grasses, which are necessary for nesting cover and
insect production.

Lenihan said that if lack of rain stunts grass growth, predators on the ground and in the sky can more
easily find eggs and baby chicks.

“Right now we're entering the big question mark period with the weather,” he said. “To survive, pheas-
ant chicks really need two things: good cover and a food source. Right now the habitat is looking OK. We
haven't hit a critical point yet, but we need to get some rain before too long, because we don't, as the
weeks progress it will start having an effect on our bird numbers.”

Lenihan said he’s still keeping a positive outlook for hatching time.

“Things are turning around, and maybe we can keep them going in the right direction,” he said. "But
we sure could use some rain.”

Information from: Aberdeen American News, http://www.aberdeennews.com

With court victory, hand of Brazil’s president strengthened
By PETER PRENGAMAN and MAURICIO SAVARESE, Associated Press

RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) — Fighting to save his job, Brazilian President Michel Temer has received a huge
boost from a decision by the country’s top electoral court to reject allegations of illegal campaign finance
and keep him in office.

The Superior Electoral Tribunal’s 4-3 vote late Friday gave Temer a lifeline amid widespread calls that he
resign in the face of a corruption scandal.

Last month, a recording emerged that apparently captured Temer endorsing hush money to ex-House
Speaker Eduardo Cunha, a former Temer ally serving 15 years in prison for corruption and money launder-
ing. Soon after, details of another bombshell emerged: that Temer was being investigated for taking bribes.

Temer has denied wrongdoing and vowed to stay in office.

However, the fallout from the scandals was so great that many observers expected that the electoral
court judges would be swayed to remove Temer from office over unrelated campaign finance allegations.
While in theory Brazilian justices are impartial, in reality they are often highly political. Indeed, two of
judges who voted in Temer’s favor were his appointees.

“While Temer is hard for many people to digest, he will likely remain in office,” said Alexandre Barros,
a political risk consultant with the Brasilia-based firm Early Warning. “Instability is bad for everybody. So
many will say at this point, ‘If we have to pay the price for sticking with Temer, let’s do it.”

While Temer has crossed a huge hurdle to staying in power, he is still facing threats on many fronts.
The attorney general is considering pressing charges against him for allegedly receiving bribes, over the
audio recording and for allegedly trying to obstruct a colossal investigation into billions of dollars in inflated
contracts and kickbacks to politicians. Temer’s approval rating is hovering around 9 percent and he has a
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tenuous hold on his ruling coalition.

The campaign finance case was filed shortly after the 2014 presidential election by one of the losing
parties. It alleged that the ticket of President Dilma Rousseff and running mate Temer, then the vice presi-
dential candidate, gained an unfair advantage through illegal campaign contributions. Temer took over the
presidency last year after Rousseff was impeached and removed for illegally managing the federal budget.

The campaign finance allegations were bolstered in recent months by stunning testimony from plea
bargains signed by current and former executives at the construction giant Odebrecht, a company at the
center of a colossal investigation into billions of dollars in inflated contracts and kickbacks to politicians.
The executives described tens of millions of dollars in bribes and illegal campaign contributions, including
to the Rousseff-Temer ticket.

Over four days of deliberations, the judges argued about whether those plea bargains should be considered
in their decision. They also clashed over the strength of the original evidence and whether punishments
should be doled out when illegal campaign finance was widespread.

A guilty verdict would have annulled the 2014 victory, thus stripping Temer of the rest of his mandate. It
could also have also made both Temer and Rousseff ineligible to take office for eight years. While Temer
had vowed to appeal any conviction, it would have weakened his hand in a climate of corruption scandals
and a public furious at politicians.

“Even the rocks know that the political environment is contaminated. Now is the time for the rescue,”
said Judge Luiz Fux, voting to remove Temer.

Napoleao Nunes Maia argued the court should not have an activist role.

“Electoral justice can’t be used as a third round of elections without violating the electoral order,” said
Maia, adding that a lack of moderation would “risk annihilating the sovereign will of the people.”

Claudio Couto, a political science professor at Fundacao Getulio Vargas, a Sao Paulo-based university
and think tank, called the court decision “demoralizing” for ignoring evidence against Temer. Couto also
said that more scandals are likely to hit the administration, which has lurched from one crisis to another
over the last year.

“But for now, the trend seems to be a weak Temer administration going forward, with little chance of
passing any meaningful measures,” said Couto.

While Temer has survived another day, the future will be difficult.

His already very low popularity has plunged further amid the corruptions allegations. A Temer ally and
former congressman, captured on video by federal police carrying a suitcase full of bribe money, was
recently jailed — and any testimony he provides could further implicate Temer.

The main parties in Temer’s coalition have stuck with him so far, but there are reports of worry in the
ranks that being associated with his government could be detrimental to re-election campaigns next year.

Temer’s strongest claim to stay in power is the argument that he can deliver major reforms to labor laws
and the country’s pension system. While deeply unpopular among Brazilians, many economists say they
are necessary to help pull Latin America’s largest nation from recession.

“Temer will argue, 'I'm the guy who is going to give the country the bitter remedy that will cure it,”
said Carlos Manhanelli, political marketing specialist and chairman of the Brazilian Association of Political
Consultants.

Follow Peter Prengaman at twitter.com/peterprengaman
Follow Mauricio Savarese at twitter.com/MSavarese

Puerto Rican parade tries to move past storm over militant
By COLLEEN LONG, Associated Press
NEW YORK (AP) — New York City’s Puerto Rican Day Parade will take place Sunday amid a furor over
one participant, a man who spent 35 years in prison for his involvement with group responsible for bomb-
ings that killed and maimed dozens in the 1970s and 1980s.
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Corporate sponsors dropped out over the decision to grant honorary title of “National Freedom Hero” to
Oscar Lopez Rivera, 74, a former member of the Armed Forces of National Liberation, or FALN, a group
that wanted independence for Puerto Rico. His sentence for seditious conspiracy was commuted by former
President Barack Obama, and he was released last month.

Hispanic, gay and Asian societies of the police and fire departments won't march, nor will Gov. Andrew
Cuomo.

It’s the latest distraction for an event that ranks among New York’s great celebrations of ethnic pride,
but which has been clouded by controversy over the years.

A hero to thousands whose supporters include South African Archbishop Desmond Tutu, Lopez Rivera
said last week he was turning down the honor and would instead attend “not as an honoree but as a
humble Puerto Rican and grandfather,” in part because the focus was too much on him and not enough
on Puerto Rico.

But the move hasn't pacified critics.

Cuomo, for one, said he still wasn’t marching with a “terrorist.”

The Fire Department’s Hispanic society president said it didn't matter; if Lopez Rivera was marching,
they wouldn't. And corporate sponsors including JetBlue, Goya and AT&T said they'd stick with their deci-
sion to drop out. Other critics have included victims of FALN bombs, including a 1975 blast that killed four
people at New York’s Fraunces Tavern.

Protesters on both sides have said they would turn out Sunday. The debacle ensnared Mayor Bill de
Blasio, who for weeks defended his decision to march but on Monday said he had been uncomfortable
with it all along.

“Sometimes to get something done, you hold your tongue in public,” the mayor said this week. “I'm very
happy that Mr. Lopez Rivera has declined the honor. I don't think it should have been offered to him.”

Organizers and supporters of Lopez Rivera say they are mystified by the furor.

Lopez Rivera, who was called a bomb maker at his trial but was never charged with any specific bomb-
ings, has denied participating in attacks that hurt anyone.

“When I say I don't have blood on my hands, I mean that. I don't have blood on my hands,” he told
WABC-TV on Thursday. “Life has mattered to me.”

The parade runners have been criticized in the past for feting violent nationalists, although all with less
backlash than the decision to honor Lopez Rivera.

The 2000 celebration was marred by a group of around two dozen male revelers who attacked dozens
of women in Central Park, dousing them with water, ripping their clothes off and groping them.

And in 2014, the state attorney general found that a marketing and fundraising firm working with the
parade had misappropriated $1 million. No one was charged criminally; a settlement was reached for
$100,000. The board was overhauled.

“We've had our share of issues, like every major event,” said Lorraine Cortes-Vazquez, who became chair-
woman of the nonprofit that runs the parade following the shake-up. “But the importance of the parade
is not overshadowed by them.”

The first parade marched in 1958, when it was barely legal to display the Puerto Rican flag on the island
and the community faced mass discrimination. It has grown to a nationally televised spectacle with floats,
dancers and a sea of flags on Fifth Avenue.

Robert Kennedy once marched. Jennifer Lopez and Ricky Martin attended, so did Hillary Clinton and
former Mayor Michael Bloomberg. This year will feature U.S. Olympian Laurie Hernandez and salsa legend
Gilberto Santa Rosa.

It has often been a venue to showcase the complicated history of the U.S. territory, currently mired in
a recession for which many blame the U.S. government, partly because of the elimination of tax credits
that many say led to the collapse of the island’s manufacturing sector.

“There has always been a political element to this,” Cortes-Vazquez said.

In that way, it is similar to the city’s St. Patrick’s Day Parade, which was once roiled by threatened boy-
cotts over a decision to make an infamous Irish Republican Army supporter the grand marshal.
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The 2000 Puerto Rican Day parade was dedicated to Pedro Albizu Campos, leader of the Puerto Rican
Nationalist Party, who urged islanders to start an armed struggle for independence, and who in 1950 was
convicted of inciting his followers to try to kill U.S. President Harry Truman.

Another past honoree was Lolita Lebron, who was part of the group of Puerto Rican radicals who entered
the U.S. Capitol with pistols in 1954 and opened fire from an upstairs spectators’ gallery onto the crowded
floor of the House, firing nearly 30 shots and wounding five congressmen.

In 2010, organizers bestowed telenovela star Osvaldo Rios the title “International Godfather.” But the
actor had served three months for beating his girlfriend. Corporate sponsors dropped out of the parade
then, too, and lawmakers threatened to boycott until Rios bowed out.

Ever wanted to live in 2 nations at once? Here’s your chance
By WILSON RING, Associated Press

BEEBE PLAIN, Vt. (AP) — For sale: A 1782 fixer-upper with thick granite walls, 1950s decor, and armed
24-hour security provided by both Canada and the United States of America.

The almost 7,000-square-foot house, cut into five currently vacant apartments, is on a lot of less than a
quarter-acre that, along with the building itself, straddles the border between Beebe Plain, Vermont, and
Stanstead, Quebec.

Selling a home in two countries is proving to be a challenge for the couple who owns it. The structure,
which has an estimated rebuild cost of about $600,000, is on the market for $109,000. It's structurally
sound but needs lots of work. And then there’s that international border.

“In the day, it was a normal and natural thing,” Brian DuMoulin, who grew up in the house and was
accustomed to life literally on the border at a time when no one thought twice about crossing from one
country to the other. “Now it stresses everyone out.”

The home, known locally as the Old Stone Store, was built by a merchant so he could sell to farmers in
both Vermont and Quebec. Brian and his wife, Joan DuMoulin, inherited it about 40 years ago.

Now the couple, in their 70s, who have dual U.S. and Canadian citizenship and a home in nearby Morgan,
Vermont, are hoping to sell it so they can move to Ontario to be closer to their children and grandchildren.

Beebe Plain is a community in the Vermont town of Derby, which along with Stanstead, about 60 miles
(96 kilometers) northeast of Montpelier, or 75 miles (120 kilometers) southeast of Montreal, have become
the cliché of security changes on the U.S.-Canadian border brought on by the 9/11 attacks on the United
States.

Residential streets that used to be open were blocked by gates. The back doors of an apartment build-
ing straddling the border in Derby Line village have been locked shut. The street next to the Haskell Free
Library and Opera House, deliberately built in both countries, is blocked by flower pots, although Canadians
are still allowed to walk to the library’s U.S. entrance without going through a border post.

The DuMoulins’ house is directly across Stanstead’s Rue Principale from the port of entry staffed by
agents of the Canada Border Services Agency and adjacent to a U.S. Customs and Border Protection post.

Troy Rabideau, the U.S. Customs and Border Protection assistant port director for the area that includes
Beebe Plain, said the agents know who live there, but keeping track can be a challenge.

“It's always a fine line,” Rabideau said. "We do the best we can to keep an eye on it. We do what we
have to do, security first, but we also want the support of the locals.”

The DuMoulins’ house has entrances from the United States and Canada. Agents have come to know
the people who live in the house, currently vacant, and allow them to move back and forth freely as long
as they stay in the house or the tiny front or backyard. There’s a small granite border marker just outside
the front door.

There is a gate hidden in a backyard hedge. DuMoulin said U.S. agents wanted to be sure the gate was
wired shut. It is.

Rosemary Lalime, their real estate agent, said that between the time the house was listed around the
turn of the year and the end of May when a Canadian magazine noted its odd location she showed it 10
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times. In the last two weeks she’s shown it six times and has six more appointments.

All but one person has come from the United States. One man called from Toronto.

“He was inquiring more about the border situation and if he bought it, what are his rights,” Lalime said.
“I put him in touch with the Border Patrol.”

Brian DuMoulin said that usually the agents from both countries know who they are, but he told of a
time when a new Canadian border agent saw him, his wife and her sister standing in front of the house,
“a good 18 feet into the States.” He demanded they report to the Canadian border post.

“He simply didn’t know,” DuMoulin said, noting it took about 45 minutes to resolve the situation after
the agent called his superiors.

“That'’s the awkwardness,” he said. “If there is an awkwardness, it’s that you can't just go this way or
this way, you've got to go through (the ports of entry) and then back through.”

UK prime minister’s top aides resign after election fiasco
By JILL LAWLESS, Associated Press

LONDON (AP) — The two top aides to British Prime Minister Theresa May resigned Saturday, shoulder-
ing some of the blame for an election that proved a disaster for the Conservative Party, a headache for
Britain’s exit from the European Union — and potentially a fatal blow to May’s premiership.

Joint chiefs of staff Nick Timothy and Fiona Hill formed part of May’s small inner circle and were blamed
by many Conservatives for the party’s lackluster campaign and unpopular election platform, which alien-
ated older voters with its plan to make them pay more for long-term care.

In a resignation statement on the Conservative Home website, Timothy conceded that the campaign
had failed to communicate “Theresa’s positive plan for the future,” and missed signs of surging support
for the opposition Labour Party.

Katie Perrior, who quit as May’s communications chief in April, said Timothy and Hill were “great street
fighters but poor political leaders” and exercised too much power over the prime minister.

Some senior Tories had made the removal of Hill and Timothy a condition for continuing to support May,
who has vowed to remain prime minister despite the Conservatives losing their overall majority in Parliament.

May’s party won 318 seats, eight short of the 326 they needed for an outright majority. The main op-
position Labour Party took 262.

The resignations came as May worked to fill jobs in her minority government. May’s office has said that
the most senior Cabinet members — including Treasury chief Philip Hammond, Foreign Secretary Boris
Johnson and Home Secretary Amber Rudd — will keep their jobs, but she is expected to shuffle the lower
ranks of ministers.

May announced the party would try to work with Northern Ireland’s Democratic Unionist Party, an alli-
ance that is fraught with difficulties.

May’s Downing St. office said Conservative Chief Whip Gavin Williamson was in Belfast Saturday for talks
with the DUP “on how best they can provide support to the government.”

The DUP, whose 10 seats would allow the government to get measures through Parliament, is a socially
conservative pro-British Protestant group that opposes abortion and same-sex marriage and includes both
environmentalists and climate-change deniers among its senior ranks.

The DUP was founded in the 1970s by the late firebrand preacher Ian Paisley, and in the 1980s was a
key player in the “Save Ulster from Sodomy” campaign, which unsuccessfully fought against the legaliza-
tion of gay sex.

Ruth Davidson, the Conservative leader in Scotland, said she had asked May for assurances that there
would be no attack on gay rights after a deal with the DUP.

Northern Ireland is the only part of the U.K. in which same-sex marriage is illegal.

“It's an issue very close to my heart and one that I wanted categoric assurances from the prime minister
on, and I received (them),” said Davidson, who is engaged to be married to her female partner.

DUP Leader Arlene Foster recently denied the party was homophobic.
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I could not care less what people get up to in terms of their sexuality. That’s not a matter for me,” she
said. “When it becomes a matter for me is when people try to redefine marriage.”

A deal between the government and the DUP could also unsettle the precarious balance between North-
ern Ireland’s British loyalist and Irish nationalist parties.

May’s authority over her party was shattered by the election result. She called the early election with
her party comfortably ahead in the polls in the hope of increasing her majority and strengthening Britain’s
hand in exit talks with the European Union.

Instead, the result has sown confusion and division in British ranks, just days before negotiations are
due to start on June 19.

Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn, riding a wave of acclaim for his party’s unexpectedly strong showing,
called on May to resign.

She seems secure for the immediate future, because senior Conservatives don't want to plunge the
party into a damaging leadership contest. But Britain’s Saturday newspapers agreed she is just clinging on.

“May fights to remain PM,” said the front page of the Daily Telegraph, while the Times of London said:
“"May stares into the abyss.”

Trump dodges tapes question, denies seeking Comey ‘loyalty’
By JILL COLVIN and CALVIN WOODWARD, Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — Punching back a day after his fired FBI director’s damaging testimony, President
Donald Trump accused James Comey of lying to Congress and said he was “100 percent” willing to testify
under oath about their conversations.

Trump cryptically refused to say whether those private exchanges were taped — a matter at the heart
of the conflicting accounts of what passed between them at a time when Comey was leading an FBI in-
vestigation into Russia’s interference in the presidential election and its ties to the Trump campaign.

He asserted that nothing in Comey’s testimony to the Senate pointed to collusion with Russia or obstruc-
tion of justice. “Yesterday showed no collusion, no obstruction,” Trump said.

He further denied ever asking Comey for his “loyalty,” contradicting Comey’s detailed sworn testimony
about a private dinner the two men had in the White House.

“No I didn't say that,” Trump stated abruptly, taking questions Friday at a joint press conference with
Romanian President Klaus Iohannis in the Rose Garden. Asked if he would make that denial under oath,
he said, “100 percent.”

Trump’s aides have dodged questions about whether conversations relevant to the Russia investigation
have been recorded, and so did the president, in a series of teases.

“Well, I'll tell you about that maybe sometime in the very near future,” Trump said. Pressed on the issue,
he insisted he wasn't “hinting anything,” before adding, “Oh you're going to be very disappointed when
you hear the answer, don't worry.”

The House intelligence committee sent a letter Friday asking White House counsel Don McGahn whether
any tape recordings or memos of Comey’s conversations with the president exist now or had existed in
the past. The committee also sent a letter to Comey asking for any notes or memos in his possession
about the discussions he had with Trump before being abruptly fired last month. The committee is seek-
ing the materials by June 23.

Comey told the Senate intelligence committee Thursday about several one-on-one interactions with the
president, during which he said Trump pressed him to show “loyalty,” to back off on the FBI investigation
of his former national security adviser, Michael Flynn, and to disclose that Trump himself was not under
investigation.

Comey said he refused on all points, told senators of the detailed memos he had written after his con-
versations with Trump and said he hoped those conversations were taped because he is confident of their
veracity.

Standing with the president of Romania, a NATO partner, Trump at last confirmed his commitment to the
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alliance’s mutual defense pact, Article 5, uttering words he deliberately did not say when he spoke at NATO's
gathering in Belgium last month. On Friday he said he was “committing the United States to Article 5.”

He also accused Qatar, a key U.S. military partner, of funding terrorism “at a very high level,” and said
solving the problem in the tiny Persian Gulf nation could be “the beginning of the end of terrorism.” It
was a forceful endorsement of this week’s move by Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Bahrain and the United Arab
Emirates to cut off ties to Qatar, but a very different message from the one delivered just an hour before
by Secretary of State Rex Tillerson. Tillerson had called on the Arab nations to immediately ease their
blockade on Qatar.

Trump also saluted the United States’ relationship with Romania and praised its contribution to the global
fight against terror.

The president had previewed his attacks against Comey in an early-morning tweet that broke his previ-
ous day’s silence on his favorite social media megaphone.

“"Despite so many false statements and lies, total and complete vindication,” Trump wrote. It was a stun-
ning accusation, suggesting that the former FBI director had lied to Congress, while under oath.

He also seized on Comey’s revelation that he had directed a friend to release contents of memos he'd
written documenting his conversations with the president to a reporter.

“...and WOW, Comey is a leaker!” Trump wrote at 6:10 a.m. He derisively repeated the “leaker” moniker
when speaking to reporters in the Rose Garden.

Trump’s private attorney, Marc Kasowitz, seized on Comey’s admission that he had orchestrated the
public release of the information. Kasowitz is expected to file a complaint with the Justice Department
inspector general next week, according to a person close to the legal team who agreed to speak before
the filing on condition that the person’s name is not used.

Sen. Richard Burr, the Republican chairman of the Senate intelligence committee, and Sen. Mark Warner,
the top Democrat on the committee, both said Thursday they believed Comey’s account of the events.

“And I think you saw today the overwhelming majority of the intel members, Democrats and Republi-
cans, feel that Jim Comey is credible. Even folks who have been his critics don’t question his integrity, his
commitment to the rule of law and his intelligence,” Warner said.

Associated Press writers Julie Pace, Mary Clare Jalonick, Josh Lederman and Deb Riechmann contributed
to this report.

Follow Woodward and Colvin on Twitter at https://twitter.com/CalWd and https://twitter.com/colvinj

As Tillerson calls for calm, Trump calls out Qatar on terror
By JOSH LEDERMAN, Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — President Donald Trump is ramping up pressure on Qatar to stop what he calls
a “high level” of financial support of terrorism, even as Secretary of State Rex Tillerson tries to calm the
worst diplomatic crisis in the Persian Gulf in years.

Trump’s demand that there be “no more funding” by Qatar for extremists groups contradicted the mes-
sage delivered Friday by Tillerson, who had urged Qatar’s neighbors to ease their blockade while calling
for “calm and thoughtful dialogue.” Only an hour later, Tillerson sat in the front row in the Rose Garden
as Trump enthusiastically embraced the move by Saudi Arabia, Egypt and others to punish Qatar.

“The nation of Qatar, unfortunately, has historically been a funder of terrorism at a very high level,”
Trump said, echoing an allegation the Saudi-led group has used to justify cutting diplomatic ties to the
tiny gas-rich country. “We have to stop the funding of terrorism.”

Despite Tillerson’s plea for “no further escalation,” Trump’s sharp comments were likely to further em-
bolden Saudi Arabia and the others in their bid to isolate Qatar. The State Department had said the U.S.
learned only at the last minute about the Arab nations’ plan to cut ties. But Trump said that he, Tillerson
and military leaders had decided during Trump’s trip to Saudi Arabia last month that a public rebuke was
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needed.

“The time had come to call on Qatar to end its funding — they have to end that funding — and its ex-
tremist ideology in terms of funding,” Trump said. Though the president said others, too, were guilty of
supporting terrorism, he said he would not nhame them.

In a day of mixed messages and chaotic diplomacy, Tillerson emphasized the economic, humanitarian
and military damage he said the blockade was inflicting. He said families were being separated, children
removed from school and Qataris forced to deal with food shortages.

“We believe these are unintended consequences, especially during this Holy Month of Ramadan, but
they can be addressed immediately,” he said.

Tillerson also said the blockade by Qatar’s neighbors was “hindering U.S. military action in the region,
and the campaign against ISIS,” using an acronym for the Islamic State group. But at the Pentagon, a
spokesman, Navy Capt. Jeff Davis, said only long-term military planning was affected. Davis said the
diplomatic rift has not interrupted or curtailed operations at al-Udeid air base, a launching pad for U.S.
military efforts in Iraq, Syria and Afghanistan.

Still, the Pentagon has been developing contingency plans in case there’s any interruption, defense
officials said. Aircraft that fly out of Qatar - including fighter jets, drones and refueling planes - can be
relocated to a number of other bases in the region including in Iraq, Turkey, Kuwait and Bahrain and off
aircraft carriers, the officials said.

There was no immediate reaction from Qatar, which hosts some 10,000 U.S. troops. The Qatari Embassy
in Washington did not respond to a request for comment.

The escalating crisis in the Persian Gulf erupted this week when Saudi Arabia, the UAE, Egypt and Bahrain
cut ties to Qatar, accusing the country of tolerating or even encouraging support for extremist groups,
including al-Qaida’s Syria branch. Qatar’s neighbors have also criticized Qatar for allegedly supporting
groups like the Muslim Brotherhood and Hamas.

“Qatar has a history of supporting groups that span the spectrum of political expression, from activism
to violence,” Tillerson said. He credited Qatar’s emir with making progress in curbing financial support and
expelling terrorists, but added, “He must do more, and he must do it more quickly.”

The spat has led to one of the worst Gulf crises in decades, with suspended flights and regional ports
closed to Qatari ships. Increasing the pressure Friday, Qatar’s neighbors put 12 organizations and 59
people on a terror sanctions list and described them as being associated with Qatar. The country called
the allegations “baseless.”

Tillerson, speaking at the State Department, said the U.S. would help support efforts to mediate the
crisis, along with Kuwait — another Gulf country that has stepped up to try to broker a resolution. Urging
all sides to avoid further escalation of the conflict, Tillerson said the elements were available to resolve it.

Associated Press writers Robert Burns, Lolita C. Baldor and Julie Pace contributed to this report.

Reach Josh Lederman on Twitter at http://twitter.com/joshledermanAP

Oldest Trump son fires off 80-plus tweets in support of dad
By JONATHAN LEMIRE, Associated Press

NEW YORK (AP) — President Donald Trump surprisingly refrained from tweeting during James Comey’s
testimony. Donald Trump Jr., not surprisingly, did not.

The president’s eldest son, whose Twitter feed can at times be as inflammatory as his father’s, was a
one-man rapid-response team as the fired FBI director testified before a Senate panel Thursday. He deliv-
ered denunciations with the same force that made him an effective, if controversial, campaign surrogate
and could signal his own political ambitions.

Donald Trump Jr. tweeted more than 80 times Thursday, defending his father and attacking Comey.
Trump Jr.'s Twitter barrage was all the more striking when compared to his father’s silence, which the
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president broke with a Friday morning tweet accusing Comey of lying under oath.

Trump Jr. declined to comment Friday about his tweets, leaving unanswered questions as to whether
they were urged by the White House, which outsourced its Comey response to the Republican National
Committee and the president’s personal lawyer.

Trump Jr. has certainly been willing to go on the attack for his father before.

He crisscrossed the United States during last year’s election, doing hundreds of interviews on Fox News
and local conservative outlets. He attacked “Crooked Hillary,” his father’s derogatory nickname for opponent
Hillary Clinton, and delivered a well-received speech at the Republican National Convention.

That moment sparked speculation about his political future. But while Trump Jr. told The Associated
Press this spring that he would not, as had been rumored, be a candidate for governor of New York, he
left the door open for a political run down the road.

“Maybe someday,” Trump said then. “It's not something I'm doing now. But you never know, it’s fasci-
nating stuff.”

He's done a humber of Republican campaign events since then, including fundraisers in Texas and Indi-
ana and campaigning for a congressional candidate in Montana. But Trump Jr., who along with his brother
Eric is running their father’s former company, has said he does not discuss the details of politics or their
business with the president.

He outpaced the national Republican Party with his Twitter defense Thursday. In particular, he seized
on Comey’s assertion that he interpreted the president’s statement that he “hoped” the FBI would drop
its probe into former National Security Adviser Michael Flynn as an instruction.

“Knowing my father for 39 years when he ‘orders or tells’ you to do something there is no ambiguity,
you will know exactly what he means,” Trump Jr. wrote.

He also pointed to Comey’s revelation that he had asked a friend to pass along to the press memos he
had written documenting his interactions with Trump.

"Did I miss something or did Comey just say he asked a friend to leak information to the press?” asked
Trump Jr. “Is this a joke?”

It was not the first time his tweets have drawn attention.

During the final months of the campaign, he posted a tweet featuring a bowl of Skittles with a warning:
“If I had a bowl of skittles and I told you just three would kill you, would you take a handful?” The tweet
went on: “That’s our Syrian refugee problem.”

The photo, a popular image on the extreme right, quickly drew condemnation and was denounced by
the candy company.

A few days later, Trump Jr. linked to a news article posted on the conservative news site Breitbart that
suggested Muslim men are a menace to Western women and posted a doctored image of himself, his
father and several prominent Trump all