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Grill = Chill.

Dairy Queen in Groton is now hiring. If
you're looking for a fun job with part-time
hours, flexible scheduling, please stop in for
an application.

Open: Recycling Trailer in Groton
The recycling trailer is located at 10 East Rail-
road Ave.

The cardboard/paper
recycling trailer at the school is OPEN
© 2017 Groton Daily Independent

Sunday, March 19

Catholic Parish: Mass at St. Elizabeth Ann Se-
ton Catholic Church at 9 a.m., then at St. Joseph
in Turton at 11 a.m.

Emmanuel Lutheran: Worship with com-
munion at 9 a.m., No Sunday School, Emmanuel
serving at nursing home with confirmands serving.

St. John’s Lutheran: Worship with holy com-
munion at 9 a.m.; no Sunday School.

United Methodist Parish: Worship in Conde
at 9 a.m., coffee fellowship time at 10 a.m. and
worship in Groton at 11 a.m.

Heaven Bound Ministries in Pierpont: Wor-
ship at 10 a.m.

Monday, March 20

School Lunch: Super nachos, refried beans,
romaine salad, fruit.

School Breakfast: Breakfast pizza, fruit, juice,
milk.

Senior Menu: Creamed chicken, buttermilk
biscuit, peas, pineapple/Mandarin orange sauce,
cookie.

Emmanuel Lutheran: Bible Study at6:30a.m.

St.John’s Lutheran: Christian Literature Circle
at 7:30 p.m.

Tuesday, March 21

Student Congress at GHS

School Lunch: Submarine, French fries, fruit,
carrots and dip.

School Breakfast: French toast sticks, links,
fruit, juice, milk.

Senior Menu: Hamburger steak, braised on-
ions, mashed potatoes, broccoli, cookie bar, whole
wheat bread.

Un ———
W a7y

Auto Body ....

225 Brown County Hwy 19 South
Aberdeen: 605/725-4900
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Looking Back On A Successful Legislative Session

A column by Gov. Dennis Daugaard

Friday, March 10, was the last day of the main run of the 2017 Legislative Session.

Although the session was more “low profile” than in some past years, we can all be proud of our legisla-
tors’ hard work.

South Dakota balances its budget every year, and the Legislature overcame very slow revenue growth
to pass a structurally balanced budget again this year. I was very pleased that we were also able to find
a way to offer small inflationary increases to K-12 schools and many Medicaid providers.

Perhaps the most important legislation this year received the least attention: a package of bills relating
to the South Dakota Retirement System. Unlike many states, South Dakota’s pension plan is 100 percent
funded. This year, retirement system trustees unanimously recommended legislation to secure our strong
footing decades into the future — and it passed the Legislature with bipartisan support and only five dis-
senting votes.

The Legislature also kept its commitment to South Dakota voters to deal with IM 22, which a judge
enjoined from taking effect due to its numerous constitutional problems. A package of replacement bills
includes a bipartisan bill sponsored by Democratic Rep. Karen Soli to create a Government Accountability
Board to investigate ethics complaints. Other bills reinstated a ban on gifts from lobbyists to elected of-
ficials, new whistleblower protections and enhanced ability to prosecute conflict-of-interest cases.

We also took action to confront the scourge of meth. We are adding more treatment capacity for meth
addicts, imposing tougher penalties on probationers or parolees who use drugs, educating young people
about the dangers of meth and encouraging first-time drug offenders to complete treatment to break the
cycle of abuse.

A task force convened by the Chief Justice brought important legislation to help our state do a better job
of identifying and responding to mental health issues in the criminal justice system. This will allow counties
to handle these cases more quickly and avoid lengthy, unnecessary, expensive jail stays for those affected.

The Legislature also approved the construction of a new state animal diagnostic and research lab at
South Dakota State University. This lab is crucial to protecting our public safety and our state’s livestock
industry. I was very pleased that the ag community and legislators found a way to finance this project,
despite the tough budget year, without using new state general funds.

We also made progress in open government. BoardsAndCommissions.SD.gov will become a mandatory
portal for all state boards and commissions to post their meeting notices, agenda, minutes and other
materials. The Legislature also approved the public release of police booking photos, or “mugshots,” for
felony cases.

Many other important pieces of legislation passed this year: bills allowing for the sale of state lands and
buildings that are no longer needed, a bill to strengthen laws to respond to a potential protest emergency,
legislation to create a new Board of Technical Education, and a bill to improve primary care, especially in
rural areas, through more independence for nurse practitioners.

Our legislators accomplished all of that, and much more, in just nine short weeks. South Dakotans can
be proud that we have a part-time, citizen Legislature. They are not “career politicians.” This session, the
average state legislator had four years of legislative experience, and 29 of the 105 had never served in
the Legislature at all. They are our friends and neighbors, and they take time away from their jobs and
families to come to Pierre and serve our state.

If you see one of our state legislators in the next few weeks, please thank them for their hard work and
for a job well done.
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EFFECTIVE MARCH 27TH, 2017
UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE

To Help Preserve Our Streets
GROTON Garbage Pickup Service
Will only be on Railroad Ave,
Main St, 6th St, & Hwy 37

Residents of HRH Mobile Home Park need to take their garbage to High-
way 37.

Residents north of 13th Avenue (Olson and Jacobson Development) need
to bring their garbage to the Bus Barns.

Please bring your garbage bags & cans to these streets for Tuesday pickup
Thank you for your cooperation!!
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Bates Township Right-of-Way _ Full-Time Job Opportunity
. This unique full-time position will provide
Notice for cross organizational support of account-

Bates Township Board of Supervisors reminds all land- ing, marketing, and loan processing. May be
owners and tenants that the road right-of-way extends 33  based out of Sisseton, Webster, or Aberdeen.
feet from the center of the township road. This ditchisto  Regular travel to the Sisseton office will be
be maintained and mowed. Any crops planted in the road  required. Experience beneficial, but will train.
right-of-way will be mowed and charged to the landowner,  Applications taken until Friday, March 17. To

effective with the 2017 growing season.
Bates Township Board of Supervisors
Betty Geist
Township Clerk

Boisner Bridal

Shower

Bridal Shower for Andrea
Boisner, bride-to-be of Jeffrey
Tobin. Saturday, March 25,
9:30-11:30 a.m. at Evangelical
Lutheran Church, Langford.
The couple is registered at
Target and Bed Bath & Be-
yond.

25 Main St.; o, i

I TS D

request a job application and job description,
contact GROW South Dakota, 104 Ash St. E.,
Sisseton, SD 57262, www.growsd.org, or call
(605)-698-7654. EOE

Bates Township Equalization

Meeting Notice

The Bates Township Board of Equalization will
meet at the Clerk’s home on Tuesday, March
23rd, 2017 at 6:30 pm.

All persons disputing their assessments are
requested to notify the clerk prior to the meeting.

Betty Geist

Bates Township Clerk

14523 409th Ave

Conde, SD 57434

Call or Text
Paul at
397-7460
or Tina at
397-7285
for
membership
Information

; Fltnessf, g
; {' R
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It's Time to Turn the Page on Obamacare
By Sen. John Thune

I can't think of a more personal aspect of someone’s life than that of his or her
doctor-patient relationship and the decisions they make together. Whether it's a
routine exam or a serious surgery or treatment, each decision — however large or small — can have a
lasting effect on an individual and his or her family. The most important and fundamental part of this, of
course, is first having access to affordable health care so these relationships can be built and the care
can be delivered.

It would be an understatement to say that America’s health care system has been on a bit of a roller-
coaster ride over the last eight years. I'll be the first to admit that health care in the United States wasn't
perfect before Obamacare was implemented, but it certainly didn't make it better. For many Americans,
it got worse.

Fixing our health care system is too important to get wrong, which is why I'm working with my col-
leagues in Congress on a plan that would correct some of Obamacare’s greatest shortcomings, like its
high premiums and limited choices. The first step in this process, though, is ripping out the old law root
and branch. Leaving it intact would be like treating a broken arm with a Band-Aid, two ibuprofen, and a
pat on the back.

The American Health Care Act (AHCA), which was recently introduced in the House of Representatives,
is a good foundation from which we can work to turn the page on Obamacare. According to the Congres-
sional Budget Office, the AHCA would meet two of my top priorities: It would reduce premiums (by 10
percent) and increase choices. The AHCA would also cut taxes by $883 billion, reduce the federal deficit
by $337 billion, and make major entitlement reforms that would save taxpayers another $880 billion.

While this bill represents a great start, I'm working on a proposal that would make it even better. I believe
that by making some common-sense adjustments to the bill's tax credit, we can deliver more targeted
relief to Americans who need it the most. My plan would simply apply an age and income test to the tax
credit, ensuring low-income Americans and seniors receive more robust assistance.

Reforming America’s health care system isn't easy, nor should it be. But by focusing on the best policies
that deliver the best results, we can finally help reduce the cost of premiums, increase access to afford-
able care, and create a system of which both doctors and patients can be proud. That’s what I'm fighting
to achieve.
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GFP to Release Trout Below Oahe Dam

PIERRE, S.D. - Weather permitting, the South Dakota Game, Fish and Parks (GFP) will stock approximately
6,500 rainbow trout below Oahe Dam later this month.

The first stocking of approximately 3,250 rainbow trout will be March 23, with the remaining 3,250 re-
leased on April 5 in the marina area below the Oahe Dam.

The rainbow trout range between nine and 12 inches in length and bite readily; providing quality op-
portunities for anglers of all ages; whether fishing by boat or shore.

Forty of these rainbow trout will have a transmitter inserted in them to allow GFP crews to track move-
ments of these fish and help improve stocking strategies to increase the number of these fish caught by
anglers.

GFP Mission: The South Dakota Game, Fish and Parks provides sustainable outdoor recreational opportuni-
ties through responsible management of our state’s parks, fisheries and wildlife by fostering partnerships,
cultivating stewardship and safely connecting people with the outdoors.

Downtown
Tina - 397-7285 Groton

Paul - -7460

Governor Signs Final Bills Of The Session

PIERRE, S.D. — Gov. Dennis Daugaard signed the last bills of the 2017 Legislative Session into law today:

SB 78 — An Act to revise provisions regarding election petitions for conservation district supervisors.

SB 95 — An Act to add cannabidiol to the list of Schedule IV controlled substances and to exclude it
from the definition of marijuana.

SB 124 — An Act to repeal the authority for the Department of Social Services to enter agreements re-
lated to the Refugee Act of 1980 and to require certain reports regarding services provided to and arrival
of refugees.

For more information about these bills, visit sdlegislature.gov.
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Climate Update Predicts Wetter Than Average April

BROOKINGS, S.D. - April is more likely to be wetter than average, according to a climate outlook released
March 16, 2017 by the National Oceanic Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) Climate Prediction Center.

"Of anywhere in the United States, the highest likelihood of wetter conditions is in our area," said Laura
Edwards, SDSU Extension State Climatologist. "There is a bulls-eye in eastern South Dakota that is pro-
jected to have wetter conditions than average in April."

Edwards explained that this spring outlook is consistent with the long term trend in the region.

"The long term trends in eastern South Dakota over the last several decades has shown more precipita-
tion in the spring and falls seasons," she said. "The good news is that there is no concern about drought
development in the spring season for farmers and gardeners."

Edwards added that April precipitation has proven to be critical for pasture, forage and hay production
throughout the state.

"Abundant moisture would benefit grasslands and hay for livestock feed this summer," she said.

Due to the above-freezing temperatures throughout February and early March, the soils are now able
to absorb some more moisture.

Even though many of the state's eastern counties had a refreeze, with colder temperatures that started
around March 10, Edwards said soils will warm up quickly after the new snow melts.

No substantial flood risks

No regions in South
Dakota are at risk for
substantial flooding at
this time. "According to
the NOAA Flood Out-
look released March T
16, only the far eastern -
areas in the Minne-
sota River basin have
any risk of even minor
flooding," Edwards said.

The temperature out-
look for April shows
warmer than average
conditions favored to
our south and eastern
portions of the U.S.
but Edwards said it less
clear for South Dakota.

"There is some un-
certainty on what lies
ahead for spring tem-
peratures, with equal —
chances of warmer or éw

cooler than average in §V§
the next three months," R 4

A

she said. ONE-MONTH OUTLOOK \ :
PRECIPITATION PROBABILITY EC_MEANS EQUAL ..
TR ThCReR 5670 R MEANS NORMAL ‘
MADE 1& MAR 2017 B MEANS BELOW

__ é
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KRISTINOEM

SENTATIVE FROM SOUTH DAKOTA

A Dlver5|ty of Issues Impactlng Agrlculture

I love what Bridger Gordon, a student from Whitewood, SD, wrote about agriculture: “Agriculture encom-
passes —and enhances — the entire environment, harnessing soil, water, sunlight to produce food, habitat,
employment.” That observation helped Bridger win a national essay contest this year, which came with a
$1,000 prize and a trip to Washington, DC, to celebrate National Ag Day on March 21.

Bridger is right. The impact of agriculture is expansive, which is why America has offered producers
a safety net for decades in the Farm Bill. While the deadline is still more than a year away, work on the
next Farm Bill is already underway. Hearings have begun and I'm working closely with Ag Committee
Chairman Conaway to be sure South Dakota producers have the support they need.

The 2014 Farm Bill was one of the most reformed we've seen. It maintained strong risk-management
programs, strengthened the livestock disaster program, and invested in ag-related research. But improve-
ments are needed. I'm working on legislation, for instance, that would streamline the process for wetland
determinations, ensuring producers get a timely response and have an efficient path for appeals.

We also must make sure commodity programs work as they were intended. I've heard many concerns
about how ARC-county was administered, so we're looking at possible improvements there.

Changes to conservation programs, like CRP, are also being discussed. During the last general sign up,
only 101 acres were accepted into CRP in South Dakota even though producers submitted applications
for thousands more. The numbers don't add up.

In addition to the Farm Bill, I want to make the regulatory environment work better for agriculture.
Already, Congress and President Trump have delayed, suspended, or reversed more than 90 Obama-era
regulations, including many impacting rural South Dakota. The president announced steps to roll back the
controversial Waters of the U.S. rule, for example, just weeks after I sent a letter urging him to do so.

I've also been in touch with the administration on the importance of maintaining a strong Renewable
Fuel Standard (RFS), which helps get ethanol and biodiesel into gas pumps around the country. This is
something the Obama administration often fell short on, but I'm encouraged by the Trump administration’s
repeated commitments to the RFS.

We're also working on comprehensive tax reform. In 2015, we permanently extended Section 179, which
many use when purchasing equipment. I've also been supportive of a $1-per-gallon tax credit for biodiesel
to help decrease our reliance on foreign oil and increase support for American-grown fuels. More must
be done though.

In the House’s blueprint for tax reform, we're looking to lower tax rates for small businesses, simplify
the tax code, and repeal the taxes that make it more difficult to pass an ag operation from one generation
to the next (this includes the death tax).

While ag policy is largely dictated by Congress, the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has a lot of
influence too. I was pleased to see former Georgia Governor Sonny Perdue nominated as USDA Secretary.
Sonny and I have hunted pheasants together many times. I know he understands our industry because
he’s lived it. He was raised on a row-crop farm, became a veterinarian, and at one point even ran a grain
and fertilizer business. I'm looking forward to being able to work with him on South Dakota priorities.

I am incredibly proud to represent so many farmers and ranchers, the very people who — as Bridger
Gordon observed — grow the world’s food, preserve our local habitat, and provide employment for more
than 120,000 people in South Dakota. Thank you for all you do.
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Today in Weather History

March 18, 1982: Northern Lawrence and Southwest Butte Counties experienced strong winds during
the afternoon of March 18, 1982. Winds gusting to 70mph in Spearfish and Belle Fourche areas over-
turned a trailer house near Belle Fourche. No injuries were reported.

March 18, 2013: A strong surface low-pressure area moving across the region brought widespread
accumulating snowfall along with very strong northwest winds to northeast South Dakota. Snowfall
amounts from 1 to 4 inches along with sustained winds of 25 to 35 mph with gusts up to near 60 mph
caused widespread blizzard conditions. Travel was significantly disrupted or halted. Some businesses
and schools were also closed. Some snowfall amounts included; 1 inch at Sisseton; 2 inches south of
Bristol and at Bowdle; 3 inches near Big Stone City; and 4 inches at Summit. The highest wind gust
was 58 mph at Aberdeen and near Summit. The snowfall began between 5 and 7 pm on the 17th and
ended between 5 and 9 pm on the 18th.

March 18, 2014: A surface low-pressure area moving off to the east brought some heavy snow into
far eastern South Dakota and western Minnesota. A narrow band of heavy snow set up across this area
bringing from 6 to 11 inches of snow.

1925: The great “Tri-State Tornado” occurred, the deadliest tornado in U.S. history. The storm claimed
695 lives (including 234 at Murphysboro, IL and 148 at West Frankfort, IL), and caused seventeen mil-
lion dollars property damage. It cut a swath of destruction 219 miles long and as much as a mile wide
from east-central Missouri to southern Indiana between 1 PM and 4 PM. The tornado leveled a school
in West Frankfort, Illinois and picked up sixteen students setting them down unharmed 150 yards away.
Seven other tornadoes claimed an additional 97 lives that day.

1952: 151.73 inches of rain fell at Cilaos, La Reunion Island in the Indian Ocean over a five day period
(13th-18th) to set the world rainfall record. This record was broken on February 24th-28th, 2007 when
Commerce La Reunion Island picked up 196.06 inches.

1971 - High winds accompanied a low pressure system from the Rocky Mountains to the Great Lakes.
Winds gusted to 100 mph at Hastings NE, and reached 115 mph at Hays KS. High winds caused two
million dollars damage in Kansas. Fire burned 50,000 forest acres in eastern Oklahoma. (17th-19th)
(The Weather Channel)

1987 - A storm in the central U.S. produced up to 10 inches of snow in western Nebraska, and up to
six inches of rain in eastern sections of the state. The heavy rains pushed the Elkhorn River out of its
banks, submerging the streets of Inman under three feet of water. (The National Weather Summary)
(Storm Data)

1988 - Light rain and snow prevailed east of the Mississippi River. Fair weather prevailed west of the
Mississippi. (The National Weather Summary)

1989 - A storm in the western U.S. produced heavy rain in California, with heavy snow in the Sierra
Nevada Range. Venado CA was drenched with 5.40 inches of rain in 24 hours. A dozen cities in the
eastern U.S. reported new record high temperatures for the date, including Baltimore MD with a reading
of 82 degrees. (The National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

1990: An intense hailstorm struck the Sydney region in Australia producing strong winds and torrential
rains in a swath from Camden to Narrabeen, causing extensive damage. Hailstones were measured up
to 3 inches in diameter. The total insured damage was estimated at $319 million Australian dollars, the
third largest loss event in Australian insurance history.
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Warm And Dry This Weekend

Day 1
SD Grassland Fire Danger: Sat, Mar 18, 2017 Highs Today:
mid 40s to mid 60s

Highs Sunday:
upper 50s to

Lowest Relative Humidities This Afternoon

Rapid 9 Valid: March 18, 2017
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Areas In South Dakota Today
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& National Weather Service Aberdeen, SD of B uodated: 3/18/2017 513 am central

Published on: 03/18/2017 at 5:27AM

Breezy southerly winds develop today, bringing warmer air back into the region. The concern is where
the warmest and driest conditions combine with these breezy winds. The Grassland Fire Danger Index
for today ends up topping out in a category just shy of needing a Red Flag Warning. Temperatures are
forecast to be even warmer on Sunday.



Groton DPatly Independent
" Thursday, March 18, 2017 ~ Vol. 24 - No. 249 ~ 11 of 43 |

Yesterday’'s Weather Today’s Info

High Outside Temp: 40.0 F at 5:02 PM Record High: 85° in 2015
Low Outside Temp: 26.3 F at 4:56 AM Record Low: -15 in 1923
High Gust: 38.0 Mph at 1:00 PM Average High: 41°F
Snow: Precip: 0.00 Average Low: 21°F

Average Precip in March.: 0.59
Precip to date in March.: 0.59
Average Precip to date: 1.61
Precip Year to Date: 0.59
Sunset Tonight: 7:43 p.m.
Sunrise Tomorrow: 7:38 a.m.

recast for Sat, Mar 18, 2017;_, iss
NWS/NCEP/Weather Prediction Center
y Krekeler based on W HC forecasts
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HOW TO GET DOWN TO WORK

He rose from slavery to become one of the greatest scientists of the twentieth century. He discovered
hundreds of uses for various crops, including 300 products from peanuts, 100 products for the sweet
potato, 75 for pecans and introduced crop rotation for plant nutrition and many products for cosmetics.

Quite a legacy for one man.

As the son of a slave he understood one problem that the farmers of the South faced: How to expand
the number of crops they could grow. He first thought about peanuts — but realized that there was no
market for them. He soon recognized his need for God'’s help.

So, he prayed: “Mr. Creator, why did You make the peanut?”

One day he said, "God gave me a handful of peanuts and went with me to the laboratory and together
we got down to work.” That was the beginning of a career that was founded on a simple prayer, a man
who honored God and brought great things to the world.

“If you need wisdom,” James wrote, “if you want to know what God wants you to do, ask Him and He
will gladly tell you!”

The word wisdom means practical, insightful discernment. It begins with recognizing the power of God,
respecting His power and depending upon Him to show us what we can do with the gifts He has given us.

Prayer: How blest we are, Heavenly Father, that we do not have to waste time and worry about what
to do with our lives. May we look to You for Your guidance every day. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.

Scripture for Today: James 1:5 If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously
to all without finding fault, and it will be given to you.
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News from the AP Associated Press

Friday’'s Scores
By The Associated Press

BOYS' BASKETBALL

State AA Tournament

Consolation Semifinal

Huron 63, Harrisburg 52

Rapid City Stevens 54, Brookings 53

Semifinal

Aberdeen Central 58, Pierre 52

Sioux Falls O’'Gorman 44, Sioux Falls Lincoln 27

State A Tournament

Consolation Semifinal

Dakota Valley 56, Mt. Vernon/Plankinton 37
St. Thomas More 51, Chamberlain 48
Semifinal

Madison 50, Sioux Falls Christian 39

Tea Area 60, Tri-Valley 47

State B Tournament

Consolation Semifinal

Langford 43, Harding County 37
White River 60, Platte-Geddes 50
Semifinal

Bridgewater-Emery 61, Sully Buttes 58
Wolsey-Wessington 58, Parker 42

SD high court sides with landowners in property rights case

SIOUX FALLS, S.D. (AP) — The state Supreme Court has dealt a blow to South Dakota Game, Fish
and Parks, ruling the agency can't allow people access to floodwaters or ice that covers private property
without legislative approval.

The agency had argued that all water was legally accessible to the public if it could be reached without
trespassing on private land. And hunters and anglers had argued that all waters in the state should be
accessible to the public.

The Argus Leader reports (http://argusne.ws/2mBw7p1l ) the decision stems from a lawsuit by Day
County landowners and a class action against people who had been accessing two sloughs. The sloughs
grew in the 1990s after heavy rains and snows, and in 2001, the public began using them for recreation,
even though they were on private property.

Information from: Argus Leader, http://www.argusleader.com

Man dies in plane crash near Rapid Ci
RAPID CITY, S.D. (AP) — Authorities are investigating a plane crash that killed a northwestern South
Dakota man near his home.
According to the Meade County Sheriff’s Office, 67-year-old Barry Vig, of Opal, died when his plane
crashed near his ranch early Friday. He was the only person on board.



Groton DPatly Independent

Thursday, March 18, 2017 ~ Vol. 24 - No. 249 ~ 14 of 43 |

The Rapid City Journal reports (http://bit.ly/2mBmgzu ) that the Civil Air Patrol was called to look for
the plane around 2 a.m. after Vig didn't return home. The plane was en route from Rapid City to Faith
when it crashed.

It took the team less than two hours to find the wreckage and recover Vig's body near Opal, about
96 miles northeast of Rapid City.

Officials say the weather was clear when they found the plane, but a rain storm had passed through
the area overnight.

Information from: Rapid City Journal, http://www.rapidcityjournal.com

Gov. Dennis Daugaard vetoes 5 bills passed by lawmakers

PIERRE, S.D. (AP) — Gov. Dennis Daugaard has vetoed five bills on issues including concealed weapons
and the juvenile justice system.

The Republican governor vetoed the measures on Friday. The Legislature will return to Pierre on March
27 to decide whether to accept or override them.

Daugaard rejected a measure that would have allowed a court to put juveniles in Department of
Corrections’ custody if they presented a significant risk of physical harm to themselves. He says those
situations are best dealt with by treatment or counseling.

The two highest-profile vetoes were of bills that would have allowed guns in the state Capitol and let
people carry concealed handguns without a permit.

hHedaISfO dispatched a measure to reduce a fee that is mostly put into a telecommunication fund for
the deaf.

South Dakota man sentenced for 2015 death of Nebraska man

VALENTINE, Neb. (AP) — A South Dakota man has been sentenced to prison for the 2015 death of a
northern Nebraska resident.

Valentine radio station KVSH reports (http://bit.ly/2niloEz ) that 30-year-old Tylor Krogman, of White
River, South Dakota, was sentenced Friday to 10 to 18 years. He was convicted of manslaughter in the
July 11, 2015, death of 64-year-old Ed Mathiesen, of Valentine.

An autopsy showed Mathiesen died of blunt force trauma and neck injuries. Krogman told investiga-
tors that he'd gone to Valentine for a bachelor party and gotten into an altercation with Mathiesen, but
couldn’t remember the details.

Information from: KVSH-AM.

Upgrades coming for South Dakota’s animal research lab

PIERRE, S.D. (AP) — South Dakota’s animal disease research lab is in line for much-needed upgrades
after Gov. Dennis Daugaard approved creative funding to provide it with $50.1 million.

Daugaard signed legislation Friday to upgrade and expand the Animal Disease Research and Diagnostic
Laboratory at South Dakota State University in Brookings.

The lab performs daily food safety tests and also tests for disease in pigs, cattle and other livestock.
It's used by many farmers and veterinarians in the state and was a key player in the bird flu outbreak
of two years ago. That outbreak highlighted the need for upgrades estimated to cost about $58 million.

To prepare for future outbreaks, lab officials have said they need an improved biosafety room that can
handle hazardous pathogens like foot-and-mouth disease and bird flu. The remodel will also allow for
new technology that didn't exist when the lab had its last major face-lift in 1993, including things such
as molecular-based testing and DNA sequencing.
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“The funding for the enhancements and upgrades will address the animal health, biosafety and en-
vironmental safety needs of today,” said SDSU President Barry Dunn. “This is a game-changer for our
state, the region and our university.”

The legislation will combine about $2 million in one-time state funds with $6 million from SDSU. The
remainder will come from a redirection of property tax relief for agricultural land. University officials
say construction is slated to begin this fall. State officials have said low commodity prices and a slow
agriculture economy were the project’s biggest barriers while deciding on funding.

South Dakota governor vetoes bills trymg to loosen gun laws

PIERRE, S.D. (AP) — South Dakota’s Republican governor on Friday vetoed a pair of bills that would
have loosened restrictions on carrying concealed guns in the conservative state.

Gov. Dennis Daugaard had warned he would veto the bills — one to let people carry concealed hand-
guns without a permit, the other to allow concealed weapons in the Capitol building. Daugaard has said
the state’s current gun laws are reasonable.

“As a longtime member of the NRA, I support the right to bear arms,” Daugaard said in his veto letter
for the permitless carry bill. “It is paramount that our state protect the rights of our citizens while at
the same time protecting the lives of our citizens. I believe our current laws appropriately protect both
interests, and I ask that you sustain my veto.”

Supporters of both bills plan to attempt overrides — and if that's not successful, to try again next
year. Neither bill got the two-thirds support that suggests an override would succeed. Both passed one
chamber only narrowly.

Daugaard’s vetoes are the latest evidence of a split between a more moderate GOP governor and a
Republican-held Legislature that grew even more conservative after the last election. Daugaard is in his
second term and can’t immediately seek a third, and has said he’s looking forward to leaving politics
in 2019.

The governor rejected a permitless carry bill in 2012. In the sessions since, he has won a pair of tax
increases and also vetoed a bill to restrict the school facilities transgender students could use. When a
transgender bill came back this session, he threatened another veto before it was pulled.

But Daugaard, described by confidants as a thoughtful, pragmatic leader, has also supported ideas
backed by conservative lawmakers. Last week, he signed a bill to give legal protections to faith-based
organizations that refuse based on their religious beliefs to place children in certain households.

This session, the so-called constitutional carry bill would have allowed people who can legally carry
a concealed handgun in South Dakota to do so without a permit. Right now, it's a misdemeanor for
someone to carry a concealed pistol or to have one concealed in a vehicle without a permit.

Republican Rep. Lynne DiSanto, who sponsored the constitutional carry bill, said that it should be a
“no-brainer” for the Republican supermajorities in the statehouse to override the veto, urging people
to contact their GOP lawmakers to support gun rights.

“Gov. Daugaard just continues to disappoint,” she said. “You can call him a Republican governor, be-
cause he has the, 'R, but I wouldn't necessarily agree that he is.”

The Capitol carry bill would have let people with an enhanced permit bring concealed handguns inside
if they registered beforehand with security. There are no metal detectors or other security checks at
the Capitol entrances to enforce the current prohibition on most people carrying guns in the building.

“During the legislative session, meaningful debates among the public and legislators are frequent and
oftentimes passionate,” Daugaard wrote in his veto message. “Our law enforcement officers are uniquely
able to protect the public, and I believe this bill would complicate that work.”

House Majority Leader Lee Qualm, its main sponsor, said he hopes to override the veto when lawmak-
ers gather in Pierre on March 27 for the final day of the 2017 session.
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South Dakota seizes $130K from failed oil driller

RAPID CITY, S.D. (AP) — A state board has taken final action to seize $130,000 from a failed oil-drilling
company, while acknowledging that an open well left near Wasta could pollute underground water.

The Rapid City Journal (http://bit.ly/2maKghq ) reports the Board of Minerals and Environment ap-
proved Thursday the findings of fact, conclusions of law and order in the case of Quartz Operations
LLC. The order by the board took away the company’s oil and gas permit and required it to forfeit the
$130,000 worth of bonds. The money will be contributed to any future expenses at the company’s failed
drilling site.

Quartz obtained permits in 2013 to drill two wells in eastern Pennington County, despite the state
Department of Environment and Natural Resources’ concerns.

“The Department felt that the location, depth and target formation of the proposed wells, coupled
with Quartz’s lack of experience in the oil and gas field, suggested a higher than typical bond amount
should be set,” the findings said.

The first well, which now has a potentially dangerous borehole, failed because the company lost drill-
ing fluid circulation after hitting sediment about 4,800 feet below. The second well was never drilled.

The money is not enough to match the $2 million required to plug the aquifers pierced by the com-
pany’s borehole.

The unplugged portion of the well’s borehole could create a pathway for upward flow of Minnelusa
Aquifer water into the Inyan Kara Aquifer. Minnelusa is believed to have more dissolved solids than Inyan
Kara, so the borehole could degrade the latter’s water quality.

Department officials said they will continue to monitor water wells in the area.

Information from: Rapid City Journal, http://www.rapidcityjournal.com

Gov. Dennis Daugaard signs cannabidiol measure into law

PIERRE, S.D. (AP) — Gov. Dennis Daugaard has approved a bill meant to allow people in South Dakota
with a prescription to use a non-intoxicating compound found in marijuana if it's approved by the U.S.
Food and Drug Administration.

Daugaard on Friday signed the bill. It excludes cannabidiol, if it receives FDA approval, from the defi-
nition of marijuana in state law and classifies it as a Schedule IV controlled substance that could be
prescribed.

Republican Sen. Blake Curd, the bill's main sponsor, has said that cannabidiol is an attempt to treat
intractable pediatric epilepsy.

London-based GW Pharmaceuticals’ Epidiolex, a nearly pure extract of cannabidiol, is scheduled for
review by the FDA this summer.

Judge combines 4 tribal suits over Dakota Access pipeline

By BLAKE NICHOLSON, Associated Press

BISMARCK, N.D. (AP) — A judge has combined lawsuits filed by four Sioux tribes over the Dakota Ac-
cess pipeline, streamlining the drawn-out legal battle over the $3.8 billion project to move North Dakota
oil to a distribution point in Illinois.

Meanwhile, a federal appeals court could decide this weekend on a tribal request to stop oil from
flowing through the pipeline next week.

The neighboring Standing Rock and Cheyenne River tribes teamed up last summer in the main lawsuit
against Texas-based pipeline developer Energy Transfer Partners and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
the federal agency that granted pipeline permits at more than 200 water crossings, including the Missouri
River. The Yankton Sioux also sued last summer, and the Oglala Sioux filed its own lawsuit last month.

The four Dakotas tribes make essentially the same claims: The pipeline threatens cultural sites and
the Missouri, from which they get water for drinking and religious practices.
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“Consolidating the cases would conserve judicial resources, allow the parties to save time and expense,
and enable the court and parties to schedule matters more efficiently,” Corps attorneys said in asking
U.S. District Judge James Boasberg in Washington, D.C., to lump the cases together.

None of the tribes or ETP objected to the move, and Boasberg granted the request Thursday.

The legal battle lingers even as ETP prepares to launch pipeline operations. Crews are wrapping up
final pipe work under Lake Oahe, a Missouri River reservoir in North Dakota, and the company has said
oil could flow as early as Monday.

Cheyenne River attorney Nicole Ducheneaux asked the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Co-
lumbia Circuit to issue by Monday an “emergency” prohibition of any oil flow, until it resolves an appeal
of Boasberg’s recent decision to not stop final construction. Boasberg also rejected a separate tribal
request to stop oil from flowing.

The tribes’ appeal rests on the religion argument. Boasberg has said he doesn’t think the tribes have a
strong case on appeal. He also said ETP would be “substantially harmed” by a delay in pipeline operations.

Both the company and Corps filed court documents Friday opposing the tribal request. The appeals
court will make a decision sometime after Friday evening, the deadline it set for attorneys to submit
written arguments.

Follow Blake Nicholson on Twitter at: http://twitter.com/NicholsonBlake

Nebraska to drop lawsuit over transgender bathroom policy

LINCOLN, Neb. (AP) — Nebraska has asked to drop a 10-state lawsuit it led challenging the Obama
administration’s guidance on locker room and bathroom use by transgender students after the Trump
administration ended the protection.

The Nebraska attorney general’s office filed the request Thursday. Chief Deputy Attorney General
David Bydalek said the U.S. Departments of Justice and Education withdrew the guidance last month,
according to the Lincoln Journal Star (http://bit.ly/2nzyEBL ).

The Obama administration directed schools to allow transgender students to use restrooms and locker
rooms according to their expressed gender. Those who didn’t would have risked a loss of federal funding.

The Trump administration rescinded the guidance and left it to states and school districts to interpret
federal anti-discrimination law and determine whether students should have access to restrooms in ac-
cordance with their expressed gender identity, and not just their sex at birth.

“The Department of Justice has restored the proper application of Title IX. Therefore, we dismissed our
lawsuit,” said Suzanne Gage, a spokeswoman for the Nebraska attorney general’s office. “School districts
will again have the freedom to fashion policies regarding sensitive privacy issues at the local level.”

Nebraska filed the challenge in July. It was joined by Arkansas, Kansas, Michigan, Montana, North
Dakota, Ohio, South Carolina, South Dakota and Wyoming.

The battle began to take shape when officials in Charlotte, North Carolina, passed a sweeping anti-
discrimination ordinance that included a provision allowing transgender people to use restrooms cor-
responding to their gender identity. North Carolina lawmakers passed a law nullifying that ordinance
and banning others like it.

Soon after, the Justice Department said the law violated the federal Civil Rights Act and said it couldn’t
be enforced. Then-U.S. Attorney General Loretta Lynch said North Carolina’s law amounts to “state-
sponsored discrimination” and is aimed at “a problem that doesn't exist.”

Pierre mayor opposes Trump call to end rural air subsidies
PIERRE, S.D. (AP) — The mayor of South Dakota’s capital city says President Donald Trump’s call to
eliminate subsidized air service to rural communities would be a mistake.
Pierre Mayor Laurie Gill told The Associated Press that she appreciates efficient government, but that
the Essential Air Service program isn’t a place to cut. She says the program is “vital for rural America.”
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The EAS program subsidizes airline flights to 171 communities in the continental U.S., including Pierre,
Aberdeen and Watertown. They would otherwise have no air service.

Gill says that if Pierre had no service, residents would have to drive more than three hours to the
nearest airport. She says the local hunting industry that draws people from around the country also
would suffer.

Trump's proposal is expected to run into opposition in the Senate.

South Dakota hay relief headed south

SIOUX FALLS, S.D. (AP) — Truckloads of hay from South Dakota farmers are headed south to states
where ranchers have been devastated by wildfires.

More than a dozen trucks loaded with hay bales left South Dakota Wednesday and Thursday destined
for ranches in Colorado and Kansas. Organizer Jed Olbertson says a load has already arrived in the
southwest Kansas community of Ashland.

Olbertson tells the Capital Journal (http://bit.ly/2nvjw]2 ) six or more truckloads organized by a rancher
from the Garretson, South Dakota area are also headed for Colorado.

Ranchers in Texas alone are facing at least $21 million in agricultural damages from wildfires that
blackened more than 750 square miles.

Governors in Texas, New Mexico, Oklahoma and Kansas have asked the U.S. Department of Agriculture
to halt grazing restrictions on federal land to give surviving cattle more places to feed.

Information from: Pierre Capital Journal, http://www.capjournal.com

Republicans at odds over how to overhaul Medicaid

By RICARDO ALONSO-ZALDIVAR, Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — The House GOP health care bill has competition from other Republicans, a
group of governors who've made their own proposal about how to overhaul Medicaid for low-income
people. They're hoping GOP senators will find their ideas more persuasive.

It's a gradual approach, with additional options for states. It's li