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The cardboard/paper
recycling trailer at the school is OPEN

Open: Recycling Trailer in Groton
The recycling trailer is located at 10 East Rail-

road Ave. 
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Groton Area School will be 2 hours late 
on Monday, March 13. There will be no 

morning ICU and no 8:30 a.m. Pre-School. 
OST will be available at 7 a.m. 

10 inches of snow fell in the Groton Area 
on Sunday. The precipitation in the fluffy 

snow amounted to .59.

There was no Aberdeen American News 
available for delivery in

Groton this morning.

Monday, March 13
Senior Menu: Swiss steak with mushroom 

gravy, mashed potatoes, mixed vegetables, rice 
and raisins, whole wheat bread.

School Lunch: Chicken strips, wedge fries, 
fruit, carrots and dip, breadstick.

School Breakfast: Mini pancakes, fruit, juice, 
milk.

School Board Meeting, 7 p.m.
City Council Meeting, 7 p.m., Groton Com-

munity Center
Bible Study at Emmanuel Lutheran, 6:30 a.m.

Tuesday, March 14
Senior Menu: Chicken Tetrazzine, Green beans, 

honey fruit salad, vanilla pudding, whole wheat 
bread.

School Lunch: Tomato soup, grilled cheese, 
broccoli and drip, fruit.

School Breakfast: Boscos breakfast stick, 
fruit, juice, milk.

Emmanuel Lutheran Church Council, 7 p.m.

DAIRY QUEEN HELP WANTED
Dairy Queen in Groton is now hiring.  If 

you’re looking for a fun job with part-time 
hours, flexible scheduling, please stop in for 
an application.
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The Out of the Boxes Destination Imagination team took first place in the regional tour-
nament held Saturday in Custer. The team was unable to compete in the regionals held in 
Groton due to team members having prior obligations. The team also received a  DaVinci and 
a Renaissance award.  Pictured in back, left to right, area Trey Wright, Jenifer Fjelstad, and 
Nathan Fjelstad; in the middle are Emma Donley and AnneMarie Smith; and in front is Halie 
Yarborough. Team managers Clint and Tara Fjelstad.  
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Come meet with local hiring businesses!
Discover career opportunities • Meet recruiters

Distribute your resume • Learn about many companies

Let the Department of Labor and Regulation help you prepare

Write your resume • Fill out applications • Practice interviewing skills
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Thursday, March 16
12:30 – 5 p.m.

Aberdeen Civic Arena
203 S Washington St

Please use
West entrance

• South Dakota Department
of Labor and Regulation

• Aberdeen Area Chamber
of Commerce

• Aberdeen Area Human
Resource Association

• Aberdeen Development
Corporation

• Aberdeen News Company
• Northern State University,
Career Development and
Placement Center

• Dakota Broadcasting, LLC
• Hub City Radio
• The Training Place

Sponsored By:

www.sdjobs.org

There is no cost to attend!
Equal Opportunity Employer/Program

USDOL Funded

For more
information:
DLR Aberdeen
Local Office
420 S Roosevelt St
666000555.666222666.222340
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Weekly Vikings Roundup
By Jordan Wright

This week, I’ll be taking a break from the roster breakdown to focus on the free agency news. I’ll be 
bringing you updates that center around the Minnesota Vikings, but also any big deals that happened 
around the league. 

There are teams around the league who like to jump out of the gates and sign as many top-tier guys as 
they can. The Vikings aren’t one of those teams. Instead, they prefer to let the market settle and pick up 
guys for much less money. This year is no different. Everyone knew the Vikings were planning to upgrade 
the offensive line, and as the “big name” guys were getting signed, many Vikings fans began to worry 
that the team wouldn’t be able to find any suitable players once the dust settled. While the fans have 
reason to be worried, the Vikings were able to sign a couple second-tier guys who could prove to be big 
upgrades for the team.

Here is a list of the players who donned the purple and gold last season and have now signed with other 
teams:

 • Matt Kalil (LT) – signed a 5-year, $55.5 million contract with the Carolina Panthers
 • Captain Munnerlyn (CB) – signed a 4-year, $21 million contract with the Carolina Panthers
 • Charles Johnson (WR) – signed a 1-year, $2.2 million contract with the Carolina Panthers
 • Jeff Locke (P) – signed a 2-year, $3.45 million contract with the Indianapolis Colts
 • Rhett Ellison (TE) – signed a 4-year, $18 million contract with the New York Giants
 • Audie Cole (LB) – signed a contract with the Jacksonville Jaguars (terms unknown)
None of the six players the Vikings lost will be sorely missed. However, the Vikings are losing Matt Kalil, 

who they invested in as a number 4 overall pick in the 2012 NFL draft. Captain Munnerlyn had a big impact 
in 2016, and he is a great slot corner, but the Vikings drafted Mackenzie Alexander last year to play the 
same position. Rhett Ellison contributed many ways on offense, but the Vikings also drafted his replace-
ment in last year’s draft (David Morgan). Audie Cole was certainly a fan favorite, but his contributions came 
mostly on special teams, and those players are a dime a dozen. 

The Vikings have only brought in two free agents, in addition to re-signing one of their own:
 • Riley Reiff (LT) – signed a 5-year, $58.75 million contract, formerly a Detroit Lion
 • Mike Remmers (RT) – signed a 5-year, $30 million contract, formerly a Carolina Panther
 • Jeremiah Sirles (T/G) – re-signed in Minnesota, 1-year, $690,000
The Vikings are obviously hoping that Reiff and Remmers can bookend their offensive line for years to 

come. Out of all the free agent offensive tackles available, Reiff had the 7th highest grade according to 
Pro Football Focus. However, out of all the tackles in the league, his 67.9 grade ranked 48th. Reiff played 
left tackle for most of his career, but the Lions moved him to right tackle last season. He will likely be 
expected to play left tackle in Minnesota.

Mike Remmers used to be on the Vikings’ practice squad until he was signed by Carolina in 2014. Rem-
mers has started every game over the past two seasons, and looks to be a solid right tackle option. He was 
PFF’s 8th best available offensive tackle this offseason, and the 51st rated tackle in the NFL last season. 

The Vikings still have cap space available, so they will surely be signing a few more free agents between 
now and the draft. Personally, I’d love to see them bring in another cornerback and a wide receiver for 
depth. Who do you want to see in purple and gold next season? Let me know by reaching out to me on  
Facebook.com/SkolJWright, or Twitter @SkolJWright. Skol!
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Call or Text 
Paul at 

397-7460
or Tina at 
397-7285

for 
membership 
Information

GDI Living Heart Fitness
25 Main St., Downtown Groton

EMPLOYMENT
Applications due March 6 for swim-

ming pool lifeguards, baseball/softball 
coaches, groundskeepers, ticket takers. 
Visit City of Groton, 209 N Main or call 
397-8422.  EOE _________________________________

Full-Time Job Opportunity
This unique full-time position will provide 

for cross organizational support of account-
ing, marketing, and loan processing. May be 
based out of Sisseton, Webster, or Aberdeen. 
Regular travel to the Sisseton office will be 
required. Experience beneficial, but will train. 
Applications taken until Friday, March 17. To 
request a job application and job description, 
contact GROW South Dakota, 104 Ash St. E., 
Sisseton, SD 57262, www.growsd.org, or call 
(605)-698-7654. EOE

SCHURING CARD OF THANKS
A big thank you to everyone who contrib-

uted towards my bridal shower gift registry 
at Lori's Pharmacy. Your thoughtfulness and 
generosity is very much appreciated.

Kayla Schuring

Sun Dial Manor in  Bristol has openings 
for an RN or LPN, full time, part time or 
PRN. Increased wage based on previous 
experience. May be eligible for $10,000 
recruitment bonus. We also have open-
ings for CNA's, training for certification 
provided. For more information, please 
call Connie Brown RN, DON at 605/492-
3615. EOE. DFW.
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Today in Weather History
March 13, 1971: During an evening thunderstorm in Moody County, South Dakota, lightning destroyed 

a transformer plant in Coleman. Damages were estimated at $250,000.
 March 13, 1997: A winter storm began with widespread freezing drizzle, creating icy roadways and 

walkways, before changing over to snow. Before the snow was over, 2 to 8 inches had fallen on an al-
ready expansive and deep snowpack. The winds accelerated to 20 to 40 mph, resulting in widespread 
blowing and drifting snow. Visibilities were reduced to near zero at times, making travel treacherous. 
Many roads again became blocked by snowdrifts and several were closed. Many area schools were 
again closed, adding to an already substantial total of days missed for the winter season. Some people 
were stranded, and had to wait out the storm. Some airport flights were canceled. The icy roads and 
low visibilities resulted in several vehicle mishaps as well. There was a rollover accident west of Mo-
bridge and an overturned van 7 miles west of Webster. On Interstate-29 there were several rollover ac-
cidents, including vehicles sliding off of the road. Some snowfall amounts included, 4 inches at Timber 
Lake, Mobridge, Eureka, Leola, Britton, and Clark, 5 inches at Leola, 6 inches at Waubay and Summit, 
and 8 inches at Pollock.
1953: An F4 tornado cut an 18 mile path through Haskell and Knox counties in Texas. 17 people were 

killed and an eight block area of Knox City was leveled.
1989: Residents of the southern U.S. viewed a once in a lifetime display of the Northern Lights. This 

solar storm also caused the entire province of Quebec, Canada to suffer an electrical power blackout.
1990: Thunderstorms produced severe weather from northwest Texas to Wisconsin, Iowa and Nebras-

ka during the day and into the night. Severe thunderstorms spawned 59 tornadoes, including twenty-
six strong or violent tornadoes, and there were about two hundred reports of large hail or damaging 
winds. There were forty-eight tornadoes in Kansas, Nebraska and Iowa, and some of the tornadoes in 
those three states were the strongest of record for so early in the season, and for so far northwest in 
the United States. The most powerful tornado of the day was one that tore through the central Kansas 
community of Hesston. The F5 tornado killed two persons, injured sixty others, and caused 22 million 

gdilive.com

Upcoming Events
 Monday, March 13, 7 p.m. 

City Council Meeting
School Board Meeting

dollars damage along its 67-mile 
path. The tornado had a life 
span of two hours. Another tor-
nado tracked 124 miles across 
southeastern Nebraska injuring 
eight persons and causing more 
than five million dollars damage 
during its three-hour life span.
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Fresh snow cover and high pressure overhead will result in chilly temperatures this afternoon. Another 
weak system will move into the region later today and tonight. Up to an inch of additional snowfall is pos-
sible for much of western and central South Dakota.
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Yesterday’s Weather
High Outside Temp: 15.9 F at 5:56 PM 
Low Outside Temp: 12.4 F at 8:13 AM 
High Gust: 27.0 Mph at 12:39 PM   
Snow: 10”  Precip: 0.59

 

Today’s Info
Record High: 71° in 2012
Record Low: -28 in 1896
Average High: 38°F 
Average Low: 19°F 
Average Precip in March.: 0.40
Precip to date in March.: 0.59
Average Precip to date: 1.42
Precip Year to Date: 0.59
Sunset Tonight: 7:37 p.m.
Sunrise Tomorrow: 7:47 a.m.
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LOOKING FOR GOD’S GIFT

A young child ran to his neighbor’s workshop in tears. His friend put his strong arm around the small 
boy’s shoulder and asked, “What’s wrong, my young friend? Why are you crying?”

“I can’t sing and I can’t play,” sobbed Antonio.

“Well, my little friend,” said Amati, “there are many ways of making music. If you have music in your 
heart, nothing else matters.”

Antonio felt better after hearing the comforting words of his friend. And the expression of concern he 
felt through the hug made him know that someone cared for him deeply. As a result of this kindness he 
began to visit with Amati and started to learn the craft of making violins. The day finally arrived when 
the violins made by Antonio Stradivarius were recognized as the finest violins in the world.

God has a perfect plan for each of us. He wants to take the “raw” gifts He has given us and transform 
them through His power into deeds of power and glory that reflect His grace. 

Though at times it may seem as though we are struggling to find a purpose in life and a way to honor 
Him, we must always remember that He will never leave us or forsake us as long as we look to Him for 
guidance.

God wants what is best for us but we will never know what that is until we surrender our lives com-
pletely to Him.

Prayer: Help us, Heavenly Father, to recognize the fact that You have something unique for each of us 
to do to build Your Kingdom and willingly surrender ourselves to You. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.

Scripture for Today: Romans 12:1,2 …I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer 
your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God – this is your true and proper worship...Then 
you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is – his good, pleasing and perfect will.
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Minneapolis liquor store opens Sunday ahead of new state law
MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — A Minneapolis liquor store has gotten a head start on opening for business on 

Sundays.
Surdyk’s (SUR’-dikes), a longtime liquor and cheese store in northeast Minneapolis, opened for business 

Sunday, despite Minnesota’s new Sunday liquor sales law not taking effect until July.
Owner Jim Surdyk tells Minnesota Public Radio News (http://bit.ly/2mALeCp ) he decided to staff on 

Sundays as soon as he saw Gov. Mark Dayton sign the bill into law last week.
Surdyk says he plans to continue opening on Sundays.
But it’s unclear if the state will allow the business to remain open. The state’s Department of Public 

Safety oversees alcohol enforcement.
Until last week, Minnesota was one of just 12 states that still banned liquor stores from opening on 

Sundays while all of its neighbors legalized Sunday liquor sales.
___
Information from: Minnesota Public Radio News, http://www.mprnews.org

Officials consider replacing Belle Fourche rodeo grandstands
BELLE FOURCHE, S.D. (AP) — Officials are deciding whether to replace the nearly century-old rodeo arena 

grandstands at the Roundup Grounds Sports Complex in Belle Fourche, and how to pay for such a project.
Mayor Gloria Landphere says work began on a master plan for the complex earlier this year. She says 

initial talks should focus on the financial aspects of the $1.2 million projected cost of replacing the grand-
stands at the city-owned complex.

“It is a huge undertaking,” Landphere said.
Landphere told the City Council during a meeting last month that officials need to talk about replacing 

the bleachers because of the insurance liability, the Black Hills Pioneer (http://bit.ly/2mXbyHI ) reported.
“We’re going to have to address some type of a plan because of the age of these (grandstands),” Land-

phere said.
Council members discussed the possibility of using the city’s hospitality tax to fund the project. Council-

woman Jessica Carmichael noted that other projects also need attention within the complex.
The complex consists of soccer and baseball fields that require repair and maintenance, in addition to 

the rodeo arena. The mayor said she would put together a list of projects on the plan to discuss at a later 
meeting.

Other suggested funding sources include bonding, grants and fundraising activities.
Councilman James Ager urged the council to move quickly.
“If we’re going to look into grants and things, that’s fine. But let’s not drag our feet any longer on this 

project. It is a must,” Ager said.
___
Information from: Black Hills Pioneer, http://www.bhpioneer.com

Conway says gov’t has many ways to surveil people
WASHINGTON (AP) — Senior White House adviser Kellyanne Conway says the government has many 

options available to conduct surveillance against citizens beyond wiretapping.
In an interview with the Bergen County Record published Sunday, Conway had said that people should 

think beyond wiretapping in terms of monitoring individuals, saying “there are many ways to surveil each 

News from the
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other.”
Her remarks came after a congressional aide’s statement over the weekend saying the House intelligence 

committee had asked the Trump administration to provide by Monday evidence that Donald Trump’s phones 
at Trump Tower in New York were tapped. Trump has alleged that then-President Barack Obama ordered 
the surveillance — a charge that Obama has denied.

James Clapper, who was Obama’s director of national intelligence, has said that nothing matching Trump’s 
claims, made in a Twitter post, had taken place.

Conway told the Bergen County Record, “You can surveil someone through their phones, certainly through 
their television sets — any number of ways.”

Conway told ABC’s “Good Morning America” Monday that “of course I have no evidence for this,” saying 
that’s why there’s a need for an investigation.

“I wasn’t making a suggestion about Trump Tower,” she told the network. She said she was answering 
a question about surveillance “generally,” and without specific reference to the current controversy .

FBI director James Comey has privately urged the Justice Department to dispute Trump’s claim but has 
not come forward to do so himself.

Sen. John McCain, an influential Republican, said Sunday: “I think the president has one of two choices: 
either retract or to provide the information that the American people deserve, because, if his predecessor 
violated the law, President Obama violated the law, we have got a serious issue here, to say the least,” 
the Arizona senator said.

Trump asserted in a tweet earlier this month: “Terrible! Just found out that Obama had my ‘wires tapped’ 
in Trump Tower just before the victory. Nothing found. This is McCarthyism!” He continued the allegation 
against former Obama in other tweets but offered no evidence.

The request for evidence by Monday was made in a letter sent to the Justice Department by the House 
committee chairman, Rep. Devin Nunes, R-Calif., and the panel’s ranking Democrat, Rep. Adam Schiff, 
D-Calif., said the congressional official. The aide wasn’t authorized to discuss the request by name and 
requested anonymity.

10 Things to Know for Today
By The Associated Press

Your daily look at late-breaking news, upcoming events and the stories that will be talked about today:
1. UNDER SCRUTINY: TRUMP’S ‘INSURANCE FOR EVERYBODY’ PLEDGE
Republicans pushing a plan to dismantle Obama’s health care law brace for a Congressional Budget Office 

analysis widely expected to conclude that fewer Americans will have health coverage under the proposal.
2. WHERE BLIZZARD COULD DUMP 18 INCHES OF SNOW
Forecasters say a nor’easter will bring heavy, wind-whipped snow from New Jersey to Maine.
3. NO LET-UP IN DISPUTE BETWEEN NATO ALLIES
Turkey summons the Netherlands’ top diplomat to formally protest the treatment of a Turkish minister 

in that country over the weekend.
4. TRUMP TO MEET, GREET ANGELA MERKEL
The German chancellor is heading to Washington for her first meeting with the U.S. president.
5. LIVESTOCK PERISHING IN SOMALIA’S DROUGHT
The worsening drought is killing off up to 70 percent of herders’ animals, leaving a key population without 

their main source of survival.
6. NONPROFIT’S MOTTO: ‘LESS JAIL, MORE FUTURE’
In the tough neighborhoods of greater Boston, an unusual program is seeking to steer hundreds of the 

region’s highest-risk young men away from a return behind bars.
7. SCIENTISTS RACE TO PREVENT WIPEOUT OF CORAL REEFS
The unique underwater ecosystems are dying on an unprecedented scale due to rising ocean tempera-

tures.
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8. LEGENDARY PHOTOGRAPHER TO RETIRE
Nick Ut, the Pulitzer Prize-winner most famous for his image from the Vietnam War known worldwide as 

“Napalm Girl,” is ending a 51-year career at the AP.
9. WHOSE TV PROFILE IS RISING
MSNBC’s Rachel Maddow emerges as the favorite cable news host for presidential resistors in the open-

ing days of the Trump administration.
10. NORTHWESTERN CELEBRATES HOOPS MILESTONE
On Selection Sunday, the Wildcats’ first trip to the NCAA Tournament in program history steals the 

headlines.

UNICEF says 2016 was worst year yet for Syria’s children
By PHILIP ISSA, Associated Press

BEIRUT (AP) — In Syria, last year was the worst yet for the country’s rising generation, with at least 652 
children killed in 2016, the United Nations’ child relief agency said Monday.

There was no letup to attacks on schools, hospitals, playgrounds, parks and homes as the Syrian gov-
ernment, its opponents and the allies of both sides showed callous disregard for the laws of war.

UNICEF said at least 255 children were killed in or near schools last year and 1.7 million youngsters are 
out of school. One of every three schools in Syria is unusable, some because armed groups occupy them. 
An additional 2.3 million Syrian children are refugees elsewhere in the Middle East.

The figures came in a UNICEF report released ahead of the sixth anniversary later this week of the 2011 
popular uprising against President Bashar Assad’s rule. The uprising, which was part of the Arab Spring 
movements across the Mideast, quickly escalated into full-blown civil war.

Children were among the first victims of the government’s brutal crackdown.
On March 15, 2011, a small demonstration broke out in the capital of Damascus and three days later, 

residents in the southern Syrian city of Daraa marched to demand the release of teenage students arrested 
for writing anti-government slogans on their school’s walls. They were tortured in detention.

The UNICEF report warns that for Syria’s young generation, coping mechanisms and medical care are 
eroding quickly, driving children into child labor, early marriage and combat. Dozens of children are also 
dying from preventable diseases.

A report released a week ago by the international charity Save the Children said Syrian youngsters are 
showing signs of “toxic stress” that can lead to lifelong health problems, struggles with addiction and 
mental disorders lasting into adulthood.

The use of child soldiers is on the rise in Syria, UNICEF also said. At least 851 children were recruited 
by armed factions last year — more than twice compared to the year before.

Children across the country are at risk of severe injury while playing around land mines and cluster 
munitions. Demining operations in opposition-held areas have been severely hampered by inaccessibility 
to outside experts.

Meanwhile, the Norwegian Refugee Council said that as the sixth year of Syria’s conflict nears its end, 
13.5 million people remain in need of aid in dire and deteriorating conditions. Half as many are displaced 
in their own country, with almost 5 million refugees in neighboring countries where conditions keep get-
ting increasingly desperate.

“Over the last year in Syria, all parties involved have blocked vital aid supplies and millions have become 
poorer, hungrier and more isolated from assistance and from the world,” said NRC’s Mideast director, 
Carsten Hansen.

“We join the rest of the international humanitarian community on this milestone of shame to voice out-
rage at the plight of millions of civilians living in a downward spiral of despair,” the organization added.

It said parties to the conflict continue using siege and starvation as a weapon of war. Around 5 million 
people remain trapped in areas of active fighting, including almost one million in besieged areas who have 
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no access to sustained humanitarian assistance.
___
Associated Press Writer Bassem Mroue in Beirut contributed to this report.

Republicans brace for downbeat CBO analysis of health bill
By HOPE YEN, Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — Republicans pushing a plan to dismantle Barack Obama’s health care law are 
bracing for a Congressional Budget Office analysis widely expected to conclude that fewer Americans will 
have health coverage under the proposal, despite President Donald Trump’s promise of “insurance for 
everybody.”

House Speaker Paul Ryan said he fully expects the CBO analysis, set to be released as early as Monday, 
to find less coverage since the GOP plan eliminates the government requirement to be insured.

But Ryan and Trump administration officials vowed to move forward on their proposed “repeal and re-
place” plan, insisting they can work past GOP disagreements and casting the issue as one of “choice” in 
which consumers are freed of a government mandate to buy insurance.

“What we’re trying to achieve here is bringing down the cost of care, bringing down the cost of insurance 
not through government mandates and monopolies but by having more choice and competition,” Ryan, 
R-Wis., said on Sunday. “We’re not going to make an American do what they don’t want to do.”

The CBO’s long-awaited cost analysis of the House GOP leadership plan, including estimates on the 
number of people expected to be covered, will likely affect Republicans’ chances of passing the proposal.

GOP opponents from the right and center are already hardening their positions against the Trump-
backed legislation. House conservatives vowed to block the bill as “Obamacare Lite” unless there are more 
restrictions, even as a Republican, Sen. Tom Cotton, R-Ark., warned the plan would never pass as is due 
to opposition from moderates.

“Do not walk the plank and vote for a bill that cannot pass the Senate and then have to face the con-
sequences of that vote,” Cotton said. “If they vote for this bill, they’re going to put the House majority at 
risk next year.”

The GOP legislation would eliminate the current mandate that nearly all people in the United States carry 
insurance or face fines. It would use tax credits to help consumers buy health coverage, expand health 
savings accounts, phase out an expansion of Medicaid and cap that program for the future, end some 
requirements for health plans under Obama’s law, and scrap a number of taxes.

During the presidential campaign and as recently as January, Trump repeatedly stressed his support for 
universal health coverage, saying his plan to replace the Affordable Care Act would provide “insurance for 
everybody.”

On Sunday, his aides took pains to explain that a CBO finding of fewer people covered would not neces-
sarily mean that fewer people will be covered.

“If the CBO was right about Obamacare to begin with, there’d be 8 million more people on Obamacare 
today than there actually are,” said Mick Mulvaney, director of the White House Office of Management and 
Budget, disputing the accuracy of CBO data. “Sometimes we ask them to do stuff they’re not capable of 
doing, and estimating the impact of a bill of this size probably isn’t the best use of their time.”

Health Secretary Tom Price said he “firmly” believed that “nobody will be worse off financially” under 
the Republicans’ health care overhaul. He said people will have choices as they select the kind of coverage 
they want as opposed to what the government forces them to buy. In actuality, tax credits in Republican 
legislation being debated in the House may not be as generous to older people as what is in the current law.

Gary Cohn, Trump’s chief economic adviser, described past CBO analyses as “meaningless.”
“We are offering coverage to everyone,” he said. “If you are on Medicaid today, you’re going to stay 

on Medicaid. If you are covered under an employee-sponsored plan, you’re going to be continued to be 
covered under an employee-sponsored plan. If you fall into that middle group, we’re going to provide tax 
credit so you can go out and buy a plan.”



Groton Daily Independent
Monday, March 13, 2017 ~ Vol. 24 - No. 244 ~ 13 of 34

House conservatives weren’t buying it.
Rep. Jim Jordan, R-Ohio, a co-founder of the House Freedom Caucus, criticized the plan as an unac-

ceptable form of “Obamacare Lite.” He and other caucus members want a quicker phase-out of Medicaid 
benefits and are opposed to proposed refundable tax credits as a new entitlement that will add to gov-
ernment costs.

Members of the caucus will meet with White House officials on Tuesday. They expressed hope that Trump 
is sincere in expressing a willingness to negotiate changes, criticizing Ryan for his “take it or leave it” stance.

“I’m not for this plan and I think there’s lot of opposition to this plan in the House and Senate,” Jordan 
said. “Either work with us or you don’t end up getting the votes. That’s the real choice here.”

But pressuring the White House on the opposite side were moderate Republican governors and senators, 
who said Trump needed to allow for continuing Medicaid coverage for the poor.

“It’s not like we love Obamacare. It means don’t throw the baby out with the bathwater,” said Ohio Gov. 
John Kasich, a Republican. “Don’t kill Medicaid expansion. And you’ve got to fix the exchange, but you 
have to have an ability to subsidize people at lower income levels.”

“We need to have Democrats involved so that what we do is going to be not only significant but will 
last,” Kasich added.

Ryan spoke on CBS’ “Face the Nation,” Price and Kasich appeared on NBC’s “Meet the Press,” Mulvaney 
spoke on ABC’s “This Week” and CNN’s “State of the Union,” Cotton was on ABC’s “This Week,” and Jordan 
and Cohn appeared on “Fox News Sunday.”

___
Follow Hope Yen on Twitter at https://twitter.com/hopeyen1

March Madness: Tears, double takes, and then Northwestern
By EDDIE PELLS, AP National Writer

There were tears in Syracuse, head-scratching about Duke and more than a few double takes at Wichita 
State.

At Northwestern, they simply celebrated.
On a Selection Sunday that was more about minor quibbles than pure outrage, Northwestern’s first trip 

to the NCAA Tournament in program history stole the headlines — reminding hardcore fans and casual 
bracket-fillers alike that March Madness really is that time of year when anything can happen.

The forever also-rans from outside of Chicago knew they’d see their name pop up when the brackets 
were released, but when they did, they partied anyway. Group hugs. Selifes. A huge sigh of relief and a 
celebration for a Big Ten program that’s always been big on smarts, short on hoops.

“I’m used to being part of all the ‘firsts’ here,” said senior Vic Law. “I was Coach (Chris) Collins’ first 
recruit. That belief that we all had — that vision that me and Coach Collins shared — was that this would 
be different.”

Action in the tournament begins Tuesday with opening-round games, and things get into full swing 
Thursday. The Final Four starts April 1 in Phoenix.

Defending champion Villanova was the tournament’s top seed, the first time a defending champion has 
earned that honor since Florida in 2007, when the Gators went back-to-back.

Joining Kris Jenkins and ‘Nova on the “1’’ line were Kansas, North Carolina and Gonzaga.
A few more notes and notables from Selection Sunday:
SYRACUSE: Orange coach Jim Boeheim said his players were crying when they didn’t see their team’s 

name come up during the selection show. Syracuse had an 18-14 record, nearly identical to its mark last 
year, when the Orange made it into the field to a chorus of protests. Syracuse responded by making a 
run to the Final Four. Boeheim: “I think our team was a little bit better than we were last year going into 
the tournament. We had the ability to win.” Instead, they’ll try to win in the NIT.

DUKE: Some bracketologists moved Duke into the ‘1’ position over North Carolina on the strength of 
the Blue Devils’ four-win-in-four-night run at the Atlantic Coast Conference Tournament. Not so fast, said 
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selection committee chairman Mark Hollis. He said Duke began the week as a No. 4 seed and never really 
moved into consideration as a 1. Duke moved up until it ran up against two teams that took both their 
regular-season and tournament titles — Arizona and Kentucky.

WICHITA STATE: In the latest Associated Press poll, Wichita State is ranked 20th. If rankings equaled 
seedings, that would make the Shockers no worse than a No. 4. Imagine their shock when their name 
showed up with a “10” by it.  “I’m just glad they didn’t forget about us,” coach Gregg Marshall said. The 
Missouri Valley Tournament champs won 30 games. About that AP ranking, Marshall said: “Somehow, 20 
divided by four equals ten. But that’s OK. That’s the way it’s been for a long time. I don’t know what we’d 
do if we were a really good seed most of the time.” Seeded first in 2014, the Shockers ran into a Kentucky 
team that was surprisingly seeded eighth, and lost in the second round.

BRAIN BOWL: No matter how the game ends up, the guys from Northwestern and Vanderbilt will probably 
turn out OK. The West Region’s 8 vs. 9 matchup pits two of the strongest academic schools in the country. 
Said Northwestern athletic director Jim Phillips : “Maybe at halftime we’ll compare SAT and ACT scores.”

UNDERAPPRECIATED: Oregon slipped to a No. 3 seed, in large part because of the season-ending injury 
to shot-blocking star Chris Boucher. Middle Tennessee State, with 30 wins and most of the roster back 
from the team that beat Michigan State last year, is a 12 seed — possibly a couple slots too low and set-
ting up No. 5 Minnesota for a tough opening game. Baylor looked like a 2 on most lists but slid to a 3, in 
a flip-flop with Louisville.

MATCHUPS-PLAYERS: Gonzaga’s Przemek Karnowski vs. South Dakota State’s Mike Daum. Karnowski 
is one of the biggest and craftiest big men in the country — a, 7-foot-1, 300-pound force on the inside. 
Daum is the highest-scoring player in the tournament, at 25.3 points a game (with 8.2 rebounds).

COMING IN HOT: Teams carrying the longest win streaks into the tournament: Vermont (21 games), 
Princeton (19), SMU (15), Wichita State (15), Kentucky (11 games), Middle Tennessee State (10).

___
For more AP college basketball coverage: http://collegebasketball.ap.org and http://twitter.com/AP_Top25

Report: Park’s advisers offer to resign after her ouster
By HYUNG-JIN KIM, Associated Press

SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — The senior advisers to ousted South Korean President Park Geun-hye of-
fered to resign on Monday, news reports said, three days after the country’s Constitutional Court formally 
ended her rule over a corruption scandal.

Park, whose power had been suspended in a parliamentary impeachment vote in December, was formally 
removed from office Friday after the court dismissed her from the top post. Park vacated the presidential 
office on Sunday.

Nine senior presidential advisers tendered their resignations to acting leader Hwang Kyo-ahn, Yonhap 
news agency reported, citing unidentified government officials.  Other South Korean media carried a 
similar report.

Hwang’s office could not immediately confirm the report, and calls to the presidential Blue House weren’t 
answered.

Park’s Blue House had 10 main presidential advisers on foreign policy, economy and other issues, but 
one position has been vacant since the arrest of one adviser over the scandal.

After being removed from office, Park has lost her presidential immunity and will likely face a direct in-
vestigation over allegations she colluded with a longtime confidante, Choi Soon-sil, to extort money from 
businesses and allow Choi to meddle in state affairs though she has never held an official post.

Dozens of high-profile figures, including Choi, Samsung heir Lee Jae-yong and top government officials 
are already facing criminal trials.

Park has expressed defiance about the corruption allegations, raising worries about a further deepening 
of the national divide over her fate. Three people died and dozens were injured in violent clashes between 
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Park’s supporters and police following the court’s ruling.
“Although it will take time, I believe the truth will certainly come out,” Park said in a statement read by 

her former presidential spokesman, as hundreds of her supporters chanted her name and waved national 
flags.

She had previously apologized for putting trust in her jailed friend, Choi Soon-sil, but denied any legal 
wrongdoing.

South Korea’s main opposition party has called Park’s statement “shocking” and “very regrettable” be-
cause she did not express remorse.

Park’s departure from the Blue House came a day after tens of thousands of opponents and supporters 
divided the streets of downtown Seoul with massive rallies, reflecting the deep split in the nation.

South Korea now has to elect a president by early May. Opinion polls show the Democratic Party’s Moon 
Jae-in, who lost to Park in 2012, as the favorite to become the country’s next leader.

__
Associated Press writer Kim Tong-hyung contributed to this report.

Nor’easter to bring heavy snow, strong winds to Northeast
NEW YORK (AP) — A powerful nor’easter could bring blizzard conditions and more than a foot of snow 

to some parts of the Northeast, proving that winter is not done yet.
The National Weather Service issued a blizzard watch from late Monday night through Tuesday evening 

for New York City and parts of northern New Jersey and southern Connecticut, while winter storm warn-
ings and watches were issued for the remainder of the Northeast.

Meteorologists said the storm could dump 12 to 18 inches of snow on New York City with wind gusts 
of 40 to 50 mph.

Mayor Bill de Blasio urged residents to avoid unnecessary travel and help keep the roads clear for sanita-
tion crews and first responders.

“We’re preparing for a significant storm on Tuesday, and New Yorkers should also prepare for snow and 
dangerous road conditions,” de Blasio said.

Light snow is expected to begin late Monday night and intensify overnight into early Tuesday morning. 
The heaviest snowfall is expected Tuesday morning through the afternoon, with snowfall rates of as much 
as 2 to 4 inches per hour.

“This would certainly be the biggest snowstorm of the 2017 winter season in New York City,” said Faye 
Barthold, a weather service meteorologist based on Long Island.

Boston also could get 12 to 18 inches, with isolated amounts of up to 2 feet across northeastern Mas-
sachusetts.

In Philadelphia, crews began treating some area roadways on Sunday. The city could see 6 to 12 inches 
of snow. The weather service said there is a chance the snow could change over to a wintry mix or rain 
for a time Tuesday morning, which could limit total snowfall amounts.

Farther south, in the nation’s capital, where the National Cherry Blossom Festival is scheduled to start 
Wednesday, snow accumulations of 6 to 10 inches are expected.

Winter’s last hurrah arrives just a week after the region saw temperatures climb in the 60s.

Villanova gets top seed in NCAA Tournament; Syracuse out
By EDDIE PELLS, AP National Writer

For pure drama, best wait ‘til the shots start flying.
For sheer excitement, Selection Sunday belonged to Northwestern.
Though it was no surprise when that school’s name popped into the NCAA Tournament bracket, it was a 

reminder that, yes, this is March Madness — that time of year where anything can happen. The Wildcats, 
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longtime losers in the Big Ten, were officially invited to the tournament for the first time in school history, 
and the group-hugging, selfie-taking reaction from the players (and others) when their name came up 
showed how much the accomplishment really meant.

“When I came here four years ago, it was a belief in a day like today,” said coach Chris Collins, whose 
team won 23 games on its way to the tournament.

Another set of Wildcats — the ones from Villanova — were given the tournament’s top overall seed. The 
defending champions were joined by Kansas, North Carolina and Gonzaga on the “1’’ line — a quartet that 
produced very little in the way of head scratching.

With the brackets set, the action begins Tuesday and Wednesday with opening-round games that will 
include matchups between the last at-large teams invited into the draw: No. 11 seeds Providence vs. 
Southern California and Kansas State vs. Wake Forest.

The tournament gets into full swing Thursday, with the Final Four set for April 1 and 3 in Phoenix. Vil-
lanova, which won the title last year on a buzzer-beating jump shot by Kris Jenkins, will open its quest for 
back-to-back titles against the winner of an opening-round game between New Orleans and Mount Saint 
Mary’s.

“I want the guys to enjoy it tonight, and then tomorrow, we’re just one of 68 teams,” Villanova coach 
Jay Wright said.

Though Kansas was the overall second seed, it opened as the favorite in Las Vegas, at 8-1. North Carolina 
and Villanova were next at 9-1, followed by Gonzaga, Duke and Kentucky at 10-1.

Overall, the bracket produced more small quibbles than true blockbusters.
If there was any debate about the top, it was about whether Duke (27-8) really belonged as a No. 1 

instead of a No. 2, which is where it ended up. The Blue Devils won four games in four nights at the At-
lantic Coast Conference tournament, and have beaten the rival Tar Heels (27-7) twice. But Mark Hollis, the 
chair of the selection committee, beat back that debate quickly, telling the commentators on CBS (who 
dragged out the bracket reveal for more than a half hour) that Duke entered the week as a No. 4 seed.

And though the Blue Devils kept winning over the weekend, “they got stopped on the way by teams that 
won both their regular-season and conference tournaments (Kentucky and Arizona) and they were never 
compared to teams on the No. 1 line,” Hollis said.

Teams that didn’t make it off the bubble included Syracuse and Illinois State.
Syracuse was vulnerable because of its 84th ranking in the RPI and 2-11 record on the road. Still, the 

Orange ouster was notable because of the outcry when Jim Boeheim’s team made the field with a similarly 
mediocre resume last year — then made it all the way to the Final Four.

“Last year, we had the same number of losses (14) and the committee chose to go with teams that had 
wins,” said Boeheim, whose team’s losses this season included blowouts against lower-division St. Johns 
and Boston College. “This year, it was virtually the same committee but they were emphasizing the losses 
you had.”

Illinois State’s chances took a blow when it lost to Wichita State by 20 in the final of the Missouri Valley 
Conference. Also, it turns out Wichita State wasn’t as highly regarded as many suspected — the 20th-
ranked team in the latest Associated Press poll only got a No. 10 seed.

Kentucky coach John Calipari, whose Wildcats could face Wichita State in the second round, re-emphasized 
a point he made last year.

“When you mis-seed somebody, it hurts the seeds above them,” he said. “You put a team at ‘8’ that 
shouldn’t be there, and the ‘1’ looks at it like, ‘Why are we playing this team?’”

With never-ending realignment turning more mid-major programs into true majors, the number of so-
called little guys making the tournament continues to decline — even if you do count Gonzaga of the West 
Coast Conference as one of those.

Led by the ACC with nine teams, then the Big East and Big Ten with seven each, the six biggest confer-
ences took 32 of the 36 at-large spots this year.

___
For more AP college basketball coverage: http://collegebasketball.ap.org and http://twitter.com/AP_Top25
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Abrupt dismissals spark turmoil among federal prosecutors
By SADIE GURMAN, Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — Two days before Attorney General Jeff Sessions ordered dozens of the country’s 
top federal prosecutors to clean out their desks, he gave those political appointees a pep talk during a 
conference call.

The seemingly abrupt about-face Friday left the affected U.S. attorneys scrambling to brief the people 
left behind and say goodbye to colleagues. It also could have an impact on morale for the career pros-
ecutors who now must pick up the slack, according to some close to the process. The quick exits aren’t 
expected to have a major impact on ongoing prosecutions, but they gave U.S. attorneys little time to 
prepare deputies who will take over until successors are named.

“It’s very, very gut-level reaction,” said Steven Schleicher, a former prosecutor who left Minnesota U.S. 
Attorney Andrew Luger’s office in January and was still in contact with people there.

The request for resignations from the 46 prosecutors who were holdovers from the Obama administration 
wasn’t shocking. It’s fairly customary for the 93 U.S. attorneys to leave their posts once a new president 
is in office, and many had already left or were making plans for their departures. Sessions himself was 
asked to resign as a U.S. attorney in a similar purge by Attorney General Janet Reno in 1993.

But the abrupt nature of the dismissals — done with little explanation and not always with the customary 
thanks for years of service — stunned and angered some of those left behind in offices around the country.

Former prosecutors, friends and colleagues immediately started reaching out to each other on a growing 
email chain to express condolences and support, commiserating about how unfair they felt the situation 
was. One U.S. attorney was out of state on Friday and was forced to say goodbye to his office by a blast 
email, said Tim Purdon, a former U.S. attorney from North Dakota who was included on the email chain.

Some of those ousted were longtime prosecutors who had spent their careers coming up through the 
ranks of the Justice Department. John W. Vaudreuil, U.S. attorney for the Western District of Wisconsin, 
became an assistant U.S. attorney in that office in 1980. Another, Richard S. Hartunian of the Northern 
District of New York, joined the Justice Department in the 1990s.

“All of these U.S. attorneys know they serve at the pleasure of the president. No one complains about 
that,” said John Walsh, an Obama-era appointee as U.S. attorney in Colorado who resigned in July. “But 
it was handled in a way that was disrespectful to the U.S. attorneys because they were almost treated as 
though they had done something wrong, when in fact they had not.”

Peter Neronha, who had served since 2009 as U.S. attorney for Rhode Island, said even before Friday 
he had been preparing for his eventual departure and had written a resignation statement to be released 
upon his exit. He said he knew his time was limited but had been eager to stay on to see through a major 
public corruption prosecution and to speak with students about the perils of opioid addiction.

“When that was done, I was going to go anyway — whether I got 24 hours’ notice, or two weeks’ notice, 
or two months’ notice. It doesn’t really matter,” Neronha said.

Whenever there’s a change in presidential administration, he said, “I think it would be unwise not to be 
ready.”

It’s not clear why the Justice Department asked the prosecutors to exit so quickly. Sessions gave no 
warning during the Wednesday conference call in which he articulated his agenda for fighting violent crime.

“The attorney general did not mention on that call, ‘Stay tuned for changes,’” Neronha said.
Much of the public attention since Friday has focused on Preet Bharara, the high-profile Manhattan 

federal prosecutor who said he was fired despite meeting with then-President-elect Donald Trump and 
saying he was asked to remain.

Trump himself did apparently make an attempt to speak with Bharara in advance of the Friday demand 
for resignations. The president reached out through a secretary on his staff to Bharara a day earlier but 
the two men never spoke, according to a person told about the conversation but who requested anonym-
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ity. The White House on Sunday said the president reached out to thank Bharara for his service and to 
wish him good luck.

The Justice Department on Friday did say it would not accept the resignations of Dana Boente, now the 
acting deputy attorney general, and Rod Rosenstein, the Maryland prosecutor who’s been nominated for 
the deputy role.

On Sunday, some Democrats condemned the demand for resignations in highly partisan comments. 
Maryland Rep. Elijah Cummings, the top Democrat on the House Oversight Committee, suggested Trump 
might have fired Bharara to thwart a potential corruption investigation, and believed the move added to 
a lack of trust of the administration.

___
Associated Press writers Eric Tucker and Julie Pace in Washington, Amy Forliti in Minneapolis and Larry 

Neumeister in New York contributed to this report.

Northeast blizzard could dump 18 inches of snow on New York
By VERENA DOBNIK, Associated Press

NEW YORK (AP) — The Northeast is bracing for winter’s last hurrah — a blizzard expected to sweep the 
New York region starting Monday with possibly the season’s biggest snowstorm dumping up to 18 inches 
on Central Park.

The National Weather Service issued a blizzard watch Sunday for coastal regions including New York 
City and surrounding areas of Long Island, Westchester County and Connecticut.

A winter storm watch was in effect for a larger area of the Northeast: New Jersey, Pennsylvania and 
New England.

In New York City, forecasters said the first snow is expected late Monday or just after midnight Tuesday, 
with up to 4 inches falling by dawn. Heavy snow the rest of the day could pile 10 to 14 inches more of 
white stuff, with sustained winds of about 30 mph and wind gusts of up to 50 mph.

“This would certainly be the biggest snowstorm of the 2017 winter season in New York City,” said Faye 
Barthold, a weather service meteorologist based on Long Island.

On Long Island, a snowfall of 12 to 18 inches was forecast along with equally strong winds and visibility 
of a quarter mile or less.

New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo said Sunday that the New York State Emergency Operations Center will 
be activated Monday evening, with stockpiles of sandbags, generators and pumps at the ready, as well as 
snow-removal vehicles and salt spreaders.

The New York City Department of Sanitation is taking similar action and also notifying additional workers 
to supplement staff if needed.

Once the nor’easter hits, motorists in New York state can call 511 or access www.511ny.org to check on 
road conditions and transit information.

Other areas, including the lower Hudson Valley and northeastern New Jersey, also could get 12 to 18 
inches of snow. But those areas were not under a blizzard watch because high winds and low visibility 
were not expected.

The severe weather would arrive just a week after the region saw temperatures climb into the 60s. 
Sunny days and T-shirt-wearing temperatures made it seem like winter had made an early exit. But the 
chilly weather and snow some areas got Friday may prove to be just a teaser.

McCain to Trump: Provide wiretap evidence or retract claim
By DEB RIECHMANN, Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — The House intelligence committee is asking the Trump administration for evidence 
that the phones at Trump Tower were tapped during the campaign as its namesake has charged, a request 
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reinforced Sunday by an influential Republican senator who says the president must either come up with 
the evidence or retract his claim.

“I think the president has one of two choices: either retract or to provide the information that the Ameri-
can people deserve, because, if his predecessor violated the law, President Obama violated the law, we 
have got a serious issue here, to say the least,” Sen. John McCain said.

President Donald Trump asserted in a tweet last week: “Terrible! Just found out that Obama had my 
‘wires tapped’ in Trump Tower just before the victory. Nothing found. This is McCarthyism!” He continued 
the allegation against former President Barack Obama in other tweets but offered no evidence.

The request for evidence by Monday was made in a letter sent to the Justice Department by the House 
committee chairman, Rep. Devin Nunes, R-Calif., and the panel’s ranking Democrat, Rep. Adam Schiff, 
D-Calif., a senior congressional aide said Saturday. The aide wasn’t authorized to discuss the request by 
name and requested anonymity.

Obama’s director of national intelligence, James Clapper, has said that nothing matching Trump’s claims 
had taken place, but that has not quelled speculation that Trump’s communications were monitored by 
the Obama administration. Trump has asked Congress to investigate.

Early this past week, Schiff said the committee would answer the president’s call to investigate the claim. 
He also said he would ask FBI Director James Comey directly when he appears later this month before 
the full committee, which is investigating Russian activities during the election.

On Sunday, Schiff said he doubted there was any evidence of wiretapping, but that Comey and others 
called to testify at the upcoming hearing “would be in a position to have to know.”

“I think on March 20 if not before we’ll be able to put this to rest,” Schiff told George Stephanopoulos 
on ABC’s “This Week.” ‘’I don’t think anyone has any question about this, George. The only question is 
why the president would make up such a thing.”

McCain said Trump could “clear this up in a minute” if he were to call “the director of the CIA, director 
of national intelligence and say, ‘OK, what happened?’”

The president has an obligation to provide evidence that Obama broke the law or retract his claim, the 
Arizona Republican said.

“I do believe on issues such as this, accusing a former president of the United States of something 
which is not only illegal, but just unheard of, that requires corroboration. I’ll let the American people be 
the judge, but this is serious stuff,” McCain said on CNN’s “State of the Union.”

Kellyanne Conway, a counselor to the president, said Sunday on Fox News Channel’s “MediaBuzz that 
the House and Senate intelligence committees have agreed to investigate and “we’ll make a comment 
after those findings are complete.”

Nunes has said that so far he has not seen any evidence to back up Trump’s claim and has suggested 
the news media were taking the president’s weekend tweets too literally.

“The president is a neophyte to politics — he’s been doing this a little over a year,” Nunes told reporters 
this past week.

Other lawmakers also have asked for evidence.
Declaring that Congress “must get to the bottom” of Trump’s claim, Sens. Lindsey Graham, R-S.C., and 

Sheldon Whitehouse, D-R.I., asked Comey and Acting Deputy Attorney General Dana Boente to produce 
the paper trail created when the Justice Department’s criminal division secures warrants for wiretaps.

Turkish leader says Dutch will ‘pay the price’ for insult
By MIKE CORDER, CINAR KIPER  and RAF CASERT, Associated Press

ROTTERDAM, Netherlands (AP) — Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan intensified his dispute with 
European nations Sunday, claiming that “Nazism is alive in the West” after two of his ministers were pre-
vented from campaigning in the Netherlands and promising that the Dutch would “pay the price” for their 
unusual action.
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While Dutch Prime Minister Mark Rutte worked to contain the diplomatic damage, Erdogan made it clear 
that Turkey would not be easily appeased.

He said Ankara would retaliate for the treatment of the Turkish family affairs minister, who on Saturday 
was blocked by police in riot gear from entering her country’s consulate in Rotterdam.

That came hours after Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu was denied airport landing rights to 
address crowds at a Rotterdam rally.

Saying that he was wrong to think Nazism was over, Erdogan made the comment to an audience in 
Istanbul. The remarks were similar to ones he made about Germany earlier this month.

The Dutch prime minster said it was important for his government not to bow to pressure from Turkey, 
especially after Ankara threatened sanctions if the Dutch kept Turkish ministers out.

“Turkey is a proud nation. The Netherlands is a proud nation. We can never do business under those 
sorts of threats and blackmail,” said Mark Rutte, whose party is locked in a neck-and-neck race with 
populist firebrand Geert Wilders.

To bolster support for an April 16 referendum that would expand the powers of Turkey’s president, Turkish 
cabinet ministers have scheduled campaign trips to several European countries with sizable populations 
of Turkish expatriates.

However, some European nations have complained that Turkey under Erdogan is slipping toward authori-
tarian practices, especially since last summer’s aborted coup. Rutte cited that concern in asking Cavusoglu 
not to come to the Netherlands.

The furor between two NATO allies comes at a crucial time in the Netherlands, where issues of Dutch 
identity, relations with migrant communities and Islam have taken center stage in the run-up to a national 
election on Wednesday.

Rutte’s actions, which came two days after several German municipalities canceled rallies that Turkish 
Cabinet ministers had planned to address, prompted Erdogan on Saturday to accuse the Dutch of being 
“Nazi remnants.”

On Sunday, he heaped on more criticism while demanding an apology from the Dutch.
“If you sacrifice Turkish-Dutch relations to the elections on Wednesday, then you will pay the price,” 

Erdogan warned.
“Those who unleash the dogs and their hatred will pay the price,” he added in reference to images 

showing police dogs biting pro-Erdogan protesters who gathered outside the consulate.
Dutch Foreign Minister Bert Koenders said no apologies would be forthcoming.
Addressing crowds at a campaign rally later, Erdogan called on international organizations to impose 

sanctions on the Netherlands and urged the European Union to speak out against the Dutch.
“What took place in the Netherlands was the trampling of diplomacy, international law, practice, decency. 

Is there a peep coming out of Europe? No. Why? Because they won’t bite one another. They are all the 
same. The Netherlands did not behave like a European Union member state governed by the rule of law, 
but like a banana republic.”

Amid the sparring, Cavosoglu was allowed to campaign Sunday in the northern French city of Metz a 
day after he was banned from speaking in the Netherlands. He told hundreds of supporters there that 
the Dutch would be forced to “account” regardless of an apology and called the Netherlands the “capital 
of fascism.”

Alain Carton, secretary general of the Metz prefecture, said the rally presented no threat to public order 
and was permitted in the name of the freedom of assembly.

France’s foreign minister, Jean-Marc Ayrault, called for the calming of tensions between some European 
countries and Turkey. He also urged Turkish authorities to “avoid excesses and provocations.”

About 100 supporters draped in Turkish flags greeted Cavusoglu as he reached the Centre des Congres 
of Metz.

“I am disappointed by Holland because they speak of democracy and freedom but it is not the case. To 
not allow a speech, it’s sad. We are all disappointed,” said Beatrice Bozkus, a Metz resident who attended 
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the rally.
The Netherlands said Turkish attempts to campaign here touched at the heart of Dutch citizenship, 

although hundreds of thousands of residents have Turkish roots and many still feel committed to their 
ancestral homeland.

“The biggest problem in this case is that Turkey is talking about Turkish citizens who they want to talk 
to,” Rutte said. “These are Dutch citizens who possibly also have voting rights in Turkey.”

Still, added the prime minister, his government “will keep working to de-escalate where we can. If the 
Turks choose to escalate, we will have to react, but we will do everything we can to de-escalate.”

On Saturday, Turkey’s family and social policies minister, Fatma Betul Sayan Kaya, was denied entry to 
the Turkish consulate in Rotterdam, where she was to campaign for the upcoming referendum in Turkey.

After a tense standoff outside the consulate, she was escorted back to the German border.
Speaking to reporters Sunday at Istanbul’s main airport, Kaya condemned Dutch authorities’ “anti-

democratic” actions which “trampled on freedom of expression and right to assembly.”
“We were subject to very rude and harsh treatment,” she said.
Earlier, a man climbed onto the roof of the Dutch consulate in Istanbul and replaced the Netherlands’ 

flag with the Turkish one.
Television footage showed a man standing on the roof of the building shouting Allahu akbar, Arabic 

for “God is great.” A small group of men holding Turkish flags were seen outside the consulate shouting 
“Damn Holland” and “Racist Holland.”

The private Dogan news agency reported that the consulate later took down Turkey’s flag and put the 
Dutch flag back up.

In Rotterdam, police arrested 12 people early Sunday at a demonstration outside the consulate after 
police were hit by bottles and rocks.

___
Kiper reported from Istanbul. Suzan Fraser in Ankara and Dominique Soguel in Metz, France, also con-

tributed to this report.

Trump looking to Sarah Huckabee Sanders in tough moments
By CATHERINE LUCEY AND KEN THOMAS, Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — Faced with aggressive on-air questioning about the president’s wiretapping claims, 
Sarah Huckabee Sanders didn’t flinch, she went folksy.

Speaking to George Stephanopoulos on “Good Morning America,” she pulled out a version of an old 
line from President Lyndon Johnson: “If the president walked across the Potomac, the media would be 
reporting that he could not swim.”

The 34-year-old spokeswoman for President Donald Trump was schooled in hardscrabble politics — and 
down-home rhetoric — from a young age by her father, former Arkansas Gov. Mike Huckabee. Her way 
with a zinger — and her unshakable loyalty to an often unpredictable boss — are big reasons why the 
deputy press secretary is a rising star in Trump’s orbit.

In recent weeks, Sanders has taken on a notably more prominent role in selling Trump’s agenda, includ-
ing on television and at White House press briefings. As White House press secretary Sean Spicer’s public 
profile has fluctuated in recent weeks amid criticism of his performance, Sanders has increasingly become 
a chief defender of Trump in some of his toughest moments.

Sanders’ rise has fueled speculation that she’s becoming the president’s favored articulator, a notion 
she disputes. “It’s hard for any one person to maintain a schedule of being the singular face all day every 
day,” she said. She argued that more than one press aide spoke for President Barack Obama.

“When Eric Schultz went on TV did anybody say Josh Earnest is getting fired?” Sanders asked. “Was 
that story ever written?”

Spicer echoed that message: “My goal is to use other key folks in the administration and the White 
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House to do the shows.”
Indeed, speaking on behalf of this president is a challenging and consuming job.
Trump often presents his own thoughts directly on Twitter in the early hours of the morning and is 

known to closely follow his surrogates on television, assessing their performances. He has been happy 
with Sanders’ advocacy, said Kellyanne Conway, a counselor to the president.

“She understands America. She understands the president. And she understands how to connect the 
two,” said Conway, who noted that Sanders had appeared on television throughout the campaign as well. 
“The president has a great deal of trust in Sarah.”

On some days recently Sanders has been the administration’s messenger of choice, even when news 
outlets aren’t thrilled. Last Sunday, NBC’s Chuck Todd said on-air that “Meet the Press” had sought a 
“senior administration official or a Cabinet secretary,” but that the “White House offered a deputy press 
secretary. And so we declined.”

Sanders credits her larger-than-life dad with helping her learn how to deliver a message. Huckabee, a 
frequent political commentator, has long been famed for his pithy rhetoric. The two speak most mornings 
before 6 a.m.

“I’ll call and say, ‘What do you think if I say this?’ He’ll say, ‘That’s really good. You might try to say it a 
little bit more like X,’” she said.

On advocating for the unconventional Trump, Sanders admits that even in the press office, they don’t 
always get a heads up before Trump tweets. But she says part of Trump’s appeal is that he “directly com-
municates with the American people on a regular basis.”

Arkansas-raised, Sanders moved her young family to Washington to be part of the administration. She 
is married to a Republican consultant and they have three young children.               She joined the Trump 
campaign not long after her father’s second presidential bid — which she managed — fizzled out in the 
2016 Iowa caucuses. She said she was drawn to Trump’s message of economic populism and his outsider 
attitude.

“One of the big things my dad was running on was changing Washington, breaking that cycle,” Sanders 
said. “I felt like the outsider component was important and I thought he had the ability to actually win 
and defeat Hillary.”

She also said she was drawn to the Trump family’s close involvement in the campaign, “having kind of 
been in the same scenario for my dad’s campaign.”

Being part of an effort to defeat Hillary Clinton had extra significance for Sanders, whose father entered 
the Arkansas governor’s mansion just a few years after Bill Clinton exited and who shared advisers and 
friends in the state. Sanders said at times it was difficult to be aggressive, but she “so disagreed” with 
Hillary Clinton’s policies, that she kept on.

Sanders entered politics young, helping with her father’s campaigns as a child and then working her way 
up the ranks until she had the top job in 2016. In 2007, she moved to Iowa to run her father’s operation in 
the leadoff caucus state, where he was the surprise winner. She has also served in the Education Depart-
ment under President George W. Bush and worked on a number of Senate and presidential campaigns.

Mike Huckabee said his daughter was always a natural.
“When most kids at 7 or 8 are jumping rope, she’s sitting at the kitchen table listening to Dick Morris 

doing cross tabs on statewide polls,” said Huckabee, referring to the adviser-turned-adversary to President 
Bill Clinton.

Those Arkansas ties continue to hold strong. Sanders has consulted with friends from the state about 
her new role, including Mack McLarty, the former Clinton chief of staff, who she said counseled her to 
appreciate the “historic opportunity” to work in the White House.

Her rising profile has come with ups and downs. Sanders says she is turning off social media alerts be-
cause she has been flooded with criticism.  For now, she has not been treated to a portrayal on “Saturday 
Night Live” — like Spicer and Conway. But her dad says that if that comes next, she should roll with it.

“One of the great honors of life is to be parodied,” Huckabee said. “It’s kind of an indication that you’ve 
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arrived at a place of real power.”
___
This story has been corrected to state that Mike Huckabee did not immediately follow Clinton as Arkan-

sas governor.

Hospitals worry about caring for newly uninsured in GOP plan
By KELLI KENNEDY, Associated Press

FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. (AP) — When Colorado expanded Medicaid coverage under former President 
Barack Obama’s health care law, the largest provider in the Denver region hired more than 250 employees 
and built a $27 million primary care clinic and two new school-based clinics.

Emergency rooms visits stayed flat as Denver Health Medical Center directed many of the nearly 80,000 
newly insured patients into one of its 10 community health centers, where newly hired social workers 
and mental health therapists provided services for some of the county’s poorest residents. Demand for 
services at the new primary care clinic was almost immediate.

The hospital system, like others around the country, now is facing enormous uncertainty under the health 
care overhaul proposed by congressional Republicans.

The GOP plan would scale back the Medicaid expansion and take away direct federal subsidies to help 
consumers pay their health insurance premiums, replacing them with age-adjusted tax credits.

Denver Health could see revenue losses between $50 million and $85 million by 2020, which is between 
5 and 9 percent of their annual revenue, according to the hospital’s chief financial officer. Adding to the 
financial anxiety is that Denver Health and many other hospital systems and medical providers across the 
country still would be required to care for many of the same patients, even if they lost their health cover-
age. That would leave hospitals, state and local governments, or privately insured patients to foot the bill.

“If it’s full removal of Medicaid expansion, we would have to make cuts on our system, and I really think 
that those cuts would roll back our progress and could paradoxically increase the cost of care by driving 
care back to where it shouldn’t be — in the emergency rooms,” said Dr. Bill Burman, interim chief execu-
tive for Denver Health.

Similar sentiments are being shared by hospital CEOs across the country as President Donald Trump and 
congressional Republicans make good on their promise to undo the Affordable Care Act.

The Republican plan would limit the amount of federal money available to states that opted to expand 
Medicaid, the state-federal program that provides health coverage to the poor and lower-income people. 
It also would overhaul the framework of Medicaid generally so that in the future states would receive a 
limited amount per person based on enrollment and costs. Health care advocates have said such a change 
would mean less Medicaid money for the states.

The Republican proposal would boost one revenue stream for hospitals that had been cut under Obama’s 
plan — a pool of money helping hospitals that care for a disproportionately high share of uninsured pa-
tients. But hospital CEOs say that money will not come close to making up for the revenue lost if large 
numbers of people lose their health coverage.

The American Hospital Association, which represents nearly 5,000 institutions nationwide and the 
Catholic Health Association of the United States, the nation’s largest not-for-profit health provider, wrote 
Congress warning that the bill would lead to significant cuts in a program that provides services to the 
most vulnerable.

“We are likely looking at situations where hospitals would close down service lines, shorten clinic hours 
and lay off staff,” said Beth Feldpush, a senior vice president at America’s Essential Hospitals.

The Affordable Care Act sought to get more people covered and give them access to primary care doc-
tors, theoretically increasing the number of paying customers for hospital systems while diverting those 
people away from emergency rooms where they are more expensive to treat. About 22 million people have 
gained coverage through Medicaid and by buying private health insurance in the government-sponsored 
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marketplaces that offer plans with subsidized premiums.
The national uninsured rate is below 9 percent, a historic low.
Moody’s Investors Service said it expects that the legislation’s provision to cap federal Medicaid pay-

ments to the states, starting in 2020, will cause states to reduce payments to hospitals. The legislation 
also would saddle hospitals with more unpaid bills and uninsured patients, particularly older ones who 
could now face much-higher premiums, according to Moody’s.

“We believe that the effect of older enrollees losing coverage will outweigh the positive effect of younger 
people gaining coverage, given that older people have greater health care needs and as they lose cover-
age, hospitals would incur greater uncompensated care and bad-debt costs,” the report states.

S&P Global Ratings wrote that the bill would add to existing stresses on hospitals, including rising costs 
for salaries and prescription drugs.

NYC Health + Hospitals, the largest public health system in the country that serves mostly low-income 
people, made a rare decision to create its own insurance plans to help maximize revenue in the chang-
ing health climate. One of its plans, granted under the Affordable Care Act, offered premiums of $20 or 
less per month to 70,000 low-income enrollees. An additional 96,000 people gained coverage in another 
insurance plan under Medicaid expansion.

One plan would be eliminated entirely under the bill and tens of thousands would lose coverage on the 
other under the Republican bill.

Stanley Brezenoff, the health system’s interim president, says it’s “particularly appalling” for the expanded 
Medicaid patients who spent years going without insurance. Many of them have substantial medical needs 
and finally were able to get into a routine of receiving regular medical care.

“It is a brutal assault on the health care system, especially as it applies to the people in greatest need 
with historically the least access to care,” he said.

Rural hospitals are particularly at risk.
One of the most likely ways hospitals will make up for revenue losses is by increasing the amount they 

charge privately insured patients. But rural hospitals have less bargaining power to negotiate rates with 
insurers because they have such a small number of insured patients to begin with, said Bruce Rueben, 
president of the Florida Hospital Association.

At Jackson Health, a 100-bed hospital in rural Marianna in the Florida Panhandle, 90 percent of patients 
are receiving charity care because they are uninsured or on Medicaid. They are the working poor who 
make too little to qualify for subsidies under Affordable Care Act plans and too much to qualify for Med-
icaid under Florida’s stringent standards, where you must be a pregnant woman, child or disabled for the 
most part to qualify.

Nearly 60 percent of the hospital’s patients work in agriculture, growing peanuts and fresh produce. 
Emergency room visits there continue to creep up every year by 2 to 3 percent, said chief financial officer 
Kevin Rovito.

“If they keep cutting the reimbursements for the hospital one way or another and we do disappear, then 
where are these patients going to go?” he said.

___
AP Medical Writer Linda A. Johnson contributed from Trenton NJ.

Libya’s deepening split finds battleground at oil terminals
By BRIAN ROHAN, Associated Press

CAIRO (AP) — Hundreds if not thousands of armed men are converging on Libya’s main oil shipping 
terminals, which the rival powers in the country’s east and west are fighting to control in a battle being 
watched by global oil markets.

The struggle for the Ras Lanuf refinery and nearby Sidr depot threatens to spiral into an all-out conflict 
between east and west. Already, it has seen the bloodiest fighting yet between the two camps: Around 
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40 troops from the east were killed over four days as militias backed by western factions stormed the area 
last Friday, losing a handful of casualties.

Now forces from the east loyal to military strongman Khalifa Hifter are massing nearby, threatening a 
new assault to wrest back the facilities, which are nominally in the hands of the Tripoli government.

In another worrying step, the eastern parliament on Tuesday voted to withdraw support from the United 
Nations peace deal that created the Tripoli government in January 2016 in hopes of ending years of chaos 
in the North African country. The withdrawal of support further undermines the government, which has 
had difficulty asserting authority even in Tripoli.

The following is a look at the Libyan players, the oil terminals at the center of the fight and what could 
happen next:

THE EAST
Hifter, an army general, former CIA asset and U.S. citizen who lived nearly 20 years in American exile, 

is the most powerful figure in the east, touting himself as the champion against Islamic militants in Libya 
— though his enemies accuse him of aiming to become a new dictator like Moammar Gadhafi, who was 
overthrown and killed in the country’s 2011 Arab Spring revolt. He has talked of marching to take Tripoli 
to unite the country, hinting that he aims to rule. He opposed the government set up by the U.N. peace 
deal because it would have pushed him out as head of the military.

The general is backed by Egypt and Russia, but Washington under the Obama administration kept him 
at arm’s length. One key question in his future will be whether the U.S. warms up to him under President 
Donald Trump, who has sounded more favorable to Egypt and more open to dealing with regional strong-
men.

He commands a collection of militias and eastern tribal forces as well as the remnants of the Libyan Na-
tional Army, including Gadhafi-era officers. Hifter is also allied to the eastern-based parliament, which was 
the last legislature to be elected in Libya and had to flee east when opponents took over the west in 2014.

Hifter’s forces seized the oil facilities last year. The Obama administration had joined the U.N. in calling 
on him to hand them over to the Tripoli government. Hifter had seemed more inclined to use them as a 
bargaining chip to force a rewriting of the peace accord.

But now that they have been wrested from him by force, he may resort instead to an all-out fight against 
Tripoli. His army says it is massing forces east of the terminals, awaiting orders. Their strength is unclear 
but they can call on reserves of thousands of eastern Libyan fighters and tribesman and are backed by 
Libyan and foreign air support. Hifter travels regularly to Cairo and insiders have said he flew there shortly 
after losing control of the terminals.

THE WEST
The Tripoli government was created under the U.N. deal in hopes of ending the east-west split. Instead, 

it has become just another player in that divide, reliant on its militia allies to have any authority.
Chief among those allies are the militias of the neighboring city of Misrata, the strongest and most cohe-

sive fighting force in the west. The Misrata militias provide security for the Tripoli government and it was 
they who earlier this year captured the Islamic State group’s main stronghold, Sirte, effectively defeating 
for now the extremists’ attempt to extend their caliphate to Libya.

The international community has tried to bolster the Tripoli government — particularly Italy, which is 
heavily invested in Libya’s oil sector and has a military presence in the capital in the form of an army 
hospital that treated Misrata fighters during the battle against IS.

It was a newly formed militia that retook the oil facilities at Ras Lanouf and Sidr. The Benghazi Defense 
Brigades, as it is called, depicts itself as an eastern-based force, made up of former rebels and Islamic 
militants recently defeated by Hifter’s forces in the eastern city of Benghazi. But it is clearly linked to the 
west, with some Misrata fighters in its ranks — and its commanders recently held a press conference in 
Misrata.

The Brigades handed the oil facilities over to the control of the Tripoli government, which has ordered 
its National Petroleum Guards under Brig. Gen. Idris Abukhamada — the official guard force for oil infra-
structure — to deploy at the sites.
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OIL IMPACT
Oil prices have dropped over the past week because of growing U.S. supplies, frustrating OPEC attempts 

to bolster the price by curbing production. While the supply glut is the biggest factor dominating the mar-
ket, the Libya fighting has potential to put some upward pressure on prices.

It did so when the Brigades took Ras Lanouf and Sidr last week, forcing the shutdown of the maritime 
export terminals there, Libya’s largest. That spooked the markets, causing a brief blip of higher prices. 
The facilities remain closed, causing some reduction in Libya’s production, which in February had reached 
700,000 barrels a day.

Oil is Libya’s only real source of revenue, and it has been trying to rebuild the industry, though it remains 
but a shadow of the 1.6 billion barrels a day produced in 2011. While the oil facilities have changed hands 
several times over the past years, the revenues have continued to flow into the central bank based in 
Tripoli, an arrangement accepted by all parties that for the moment is not in doubt.

Heavier fighting at the facilities could further scare traders, especially if infrastructure is damaged.
WHAT COULD HAPPEN NEXT
The ball appears to be in Hifter’s court. His forces could face only weak opposition if they stormed Ras 

Lanouf and Sidr, protected only by the official oil guard units.
But the impact could be much wider.
Until now, the powers in east and west have largely avoided fighting directly, instead battling through 

proxies. Storming the oil facilities would be a direct assault by Hifter on the internationally backed Tripoli 
government since it officially holds them now. Hifter would likely be seen as flouting the United Nations 
and European countries, which have called for a cease-fire.

That opens the door to further possible escalations. How far Hifter goes depends on whether he finds 
international supporters, but he could try to carry out his threats to move against Tripoli, pitting him against 
Misrata’s powerful fighters.

Now-fired Preet Bharara boasts of ‘absolute independence’
By LARRY NEUMEISTER, Associated Press

NEW YORK (AP) — A defiant Manhattan federal prosecutor who says “absolute independence” was his 
touchstone for over seven years as he battled public corruption announced he was fired Saturday after 
he refused to resign.

Preet Bharara, 48, revealed his firing on his personal Twitter account. Several hours later, it was learned 
President Donald Trump had reached out through a secretary on his staff to Bharara on Thursday but the 
two men never spoke.

The attempted contact — described by a person told about the conversations who requested anonymity 
— continued the unusual dynamic between Trump and the high profile prosecutor that stretched to Nov. 
30, when Bharara emerged from a Trump Tower meeting with Trump to say the then-president-elect had 
asked him to stay on the job.

The person who requested anonymity because of the talks’ private nature said the secretary late Thursday 
left a voicemail asking Bharara to call back. Bharara reported the call to Sessions’ chief of staff, Joseph 
“Jody” Hunt, who agreed it was best that Bharara not speak directly with Trump, the person said. Bharara 
then called the White House, telling the secretary he had spoken to the Justice Department and it was 
agreed he and Trump should not speak.

Bharara was informed he was fired by Dana Boente, the acting deputy attorney general, shortly after it 
became widely known that he did not intend to step down in response to Attorney General Jeff Sessions’ 
request that leftover appointees of former President Barack Obama quit.

“I did not resign. Moments ago I was fired,” Bharara said in a tweet.
In a statement later, he said: “Serving my country as U.S. Attorney here for the past seven years will 

forever be the greatest honor of my professional life, no matter what else I do or how long I live.  One 
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hallmark of justice is absolute independence, and that was my touchstone every day that I served.”
He said current Deputy U.S. Attorney Joon H. Kim will serve as acting U.S. attorney.
The Justice Department late Saturday confirmed Bharara was no longer U.S. attorney but declined to 

expound.
Meanwhile, Michigan Rep. John Conyers, the House Judiciary Committee’s top Democrat, requested 

Saturday that the committee receive a summary of probes linked to Trump, whether they touch on his 
administration, transition, campaign and organization, “so that we can understand the full implications of 
this weekend’s firings.”

He said he suspected Bharara “could be reviewing a range of potential improper activity emanating 
from Trump Tower and the Trump campaign, as well as entities with financial ties to the president or the 
Trump organization.”

Bharara was appointed by former President Barack Obama in 2009. In frequent public appearances, 
Bharara has decried public corruption after successfully prosecuting over a dozen state lawmakers, Demo-
crats and Republicans alike.

Sessions’ decision to include Bharara’s name on the list of 46 resignations of holdovers from the Obama 
administration surprised Manhattan prosecutors.

While it is customary for a new president to replace virtually all of the 93 U.S. attorneys, it often occurs 
at a slower pace. Sessions lost his position as U.S. attorney for the Southern District of Alabama in a similar 
sweep by then-Attorney General Janet Reno in 1993.

Robert Morgenthau, a Democratic U.S. attorney in Manhattan, famously held out for nearly a year after 
Republican President Richard Nixon’s 1969 inauguration, saying he needed to see some important cases 
through. He ultimately left in January 1970, after the White House declared he was being replaced and 
announced a nominee.

New York Sen. Charles Schumer, a Democrat, said in a statement Friday that he was “troubled to learn” 
of the resignation demands, particularly of Bharara, since Trump called him in November and assured him 
he wanted Bharara to remain in place.

Bharara met Trump Nov. 30, saying afterward he’d been asked to remain in the job. Bharara, once lauded 
on the cover of Time magazine as the man who is “busting Wall Street” after successfully prosecuting 
dozens of insider traders, has in recent years gone after over a dozen state officeholders,  — including 
New York’s two most powerful lawmakers.

It also recently was revealed that his office is investigating the financial terms of settlements of sexual-
harassment claims against Fox News by its employees.

The request from Sessions came as Bharara’s office is prosecuting former associates of Democratic Gov. 
Andrew M. Cuomo in a bribery case. Also, prosecutors recently interviewed New York City Mayor Bill de 
Blasio as part of a probe into his fundraising. The mayor’s press secretary has said the mayor is cooperat-
ing and that he and his staff had acted appropriately.

The request for resignations came after Trump last weekend claimed Obama tapped his telephones 
during last year’s election. FBI Director James Comey privately asked the Justice Department to dispute 
the claim because he believed the allegations were false. Bharara worked for Comey when he was U.S. 
attorney in Manhattan under President George W. Bush.

Annemarie McAvoy, a former Brooklyn federal prosecutor, said it was not surprising Trump might want 
Bharara gone since there’s a good chance any subpoena seeking information about Trump campaign links 
to Russians would go through his office. She said it was also possible Trump wanted “to take out as many 
people as they can in the prior administration given the leaks and problems that they’re having.”

Last week, the quick-witted Bharara initiated a new personal Twitter feed and sent an ominous message 
in which he linked an AP video of a Senate hearing focusing on whether federal prosecutors were fired 
for political reasons.

“This Senate hearing on political interference @DOJ was 10 yrs ago today,” Bharara wrote. “Is that me 
in the background? Boy I’ve aged.”
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___
Associated Press writers Sadie Gurman and Julie Pace in Washington and Jennifer Peltz in New York 

contributed to this report.

Turkey-Dutch relations shatter after Turkish visits banned
By MIKE CORDER, RAF CASERT and ZEYNEP BILGINSOY, Associated Press

ROTTERDAM, Netherlands (AP) — The escalating dispute between NATO allies Turkey and the Neth-
erlands hit a new low Sunday, with a Turkish minister escorted out of the country less than a day after 
Turkey’s foreign minister was denied entry, prompting President Recep Tayyip Erdogan to call the Dutch 
“Nazi remnants.”

The diplomatic clash was over plans by Turkish government officials to campaign in the Netherlands for 
a referendum back home. Family and Social Policies Minister Fatma Betul Sayan Kaya had arrived in the 
country from Germany but was prevented from entering Turkey’s diplomatic compound in Rotterdam, 
setting up a standoff with armed police. She was later sent under escort back to Germany.

As she was approaching the German border, Kaya wrote that “the whole world must take action against 
this fascist practice! Such a treatment against a woman minister cannot be accepted.”

The Dutch were equally angry and Prime Minister Mark Rutte called Erdogan’s Nazi comment “a crazy 
remark,” while Rotterdam mayor Ahmed Aboutaleb said the Turkish consul general was guilty of a “scan-
dalous deception” after he allegedly denied that the minister was coming despite government warnings 
to stay away.

“He lied to us and didn’t tell the truth,” the mayor said. “The deception worsened when they drove in 
different columns to Rotterdam” to try to fool Dutch authorities.

Hundreds of pro-Turkey protesters scuffled with police into the night in Rotterdam.
The diplomatic clash with Kaya came after Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu was barred from 

landing in the Netherlands on Saturday and Turkish officials closed off the Dutch Embassy and called its 
ambassador no longer welcome.

The Dutch barred Cavusoglu from entering because of objections to his intention to attend a rally in 
Rotterdam for a referendum on constitutional reforms to expand Erdogan’s powers, which the Dutch see 
as a step backward from democracy. Turkish officials have been campaigning in various European cities 
with Turkish populations before the April 16 vote.

The Dutch government said it withdrew landing permission because of “risks to public order and security,” 
leading Cavusoglu to say: “So is the foreign minister of the Turkish republic a terrorist?”

Erdogan told a rally in Istanbul that the Dutch “do not know politics or international diplomacy.” He 
compared them to “Nazi remnants, they are fascists.”

Erdogan had earlier this month already compared German policies to “Nazi practices,” after German 
municipalities canceled several campaign events by Turkish officials last weekend.

He told a rally in Istanbul Saturday: “You can stop our foreign minister’s plane all you want, let’s see 
how your (diplomatic) planes will come to Turkey from now on.”

In the evening, a Turkish foreign ministry official who spoke on customary anonymity said the Dutch 
Embassy in Ankara and its consulate in Istanbul were closed off because of security reasons.

The official said entries and exits were closed to the two locations. Similar precautions were taken at 
the Dutch charge d’affaires’ house and the ambassador’s residence.

The Turkish foreign ministry also said that it doesn’t want to see the Dutch ambassador, who is out of the 
country, return to his post for some time because of the increasingly divisive dispute with the Netherlands.

In a written statement early Sunday, Turkish Prime Minister Binali Yildirim said his country will strongly 
respond to the Dutch actions.

“There will be a stronger reprisal against the unacceptable treatment toward Turkey and ministers who 
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have diplomatic immunity,” Yildirim said.
Cavusoglu said he arrived in Metz, France, late Saturday, where he was expected to address crowds on 

Sunday.
The diplomatic row comes at a time when relations between Turkey and the European Union, of which 

the Netherlands is a member, have been steadily worsening, especially in the wake of Erdogan’s actions 
since last year’s failed coup. More than 41,000 people have been arrested and 100,000 civil servants fired 
from their jobs.

Cavusoglu said that “unfortunately Europe and several countries in Europe, the Netherlands being in 
the first place, they are reminiscent of the Europe of World War II. The same racism, Islamophobia, xe-
nophobia, anti-Semitism, we see all the crimes against humanity in today’s politics.”

The dispute also comes just days before the Netherlands goes to the polls next Wednesday for the lower 
house of Parliament. The campaign has been dominated by issues of identity, with anti-Islam lawmaker 
Geert Wilders set to make strong gains.

Earlier Saturday, Cavusoglu said “Wilders is racist, fascist, Nazi, like a Nazi.” Citing comments that Wilders 
wanted action against Muslims, Cavusoglu said: “What are you going to do? Are you going to kill them, 
burn them or what?”

___
Zeynep Bilginsoy reported from Istanbul.

S. Korea mulls constitutional overhaul following Park ouster
By KIM TONG-HYUNG, Associated Press

SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — South Korean politicians want to ensure that the country never again sees 
a leader like Park Geun-hye, who was booted from office over an explosive corruption scandal.

But they are far apart on whether doing so would require rewriting the country’s 3-decade-old constitu-
tion, a treasured symbol of the bloody transition from dictatorship to democracy.

Several parties, including conservatives scrambling to distance themselves from Park, say South Kore-
ans should vote in a new constitution in addition to a new president in early May. They say the shocking 
downfall of Park, who may face criminal charges over extortion and bribery, shows that the constitution 
places too much power that is easily abused and often goes unchecked into the hands of the president.

Their proposal for a new constitution is based on power-sharing, where the president is limited to handling 
foreign affairs and national security and leaves domestic affairs to a prime minister picked by parliament.

However, the party of liberal Moon Jae-in, who opinion polls show as the clear favorite to become South 
Korea’s next leader, opposes a quick constitutional revision and accuses rival parties of plotting a short-
cut to power.

The discussions about rewriting the constitution are ironic in that they come after a historic effort to 
protect it. Lawmakers voted to impeach Park in December on grounds that she “gravely violated” the con-
stitution written in 1987, after the government of military strongman Chun Doo-hwan caved in to months 
of massive protests and accepted demands for presidential elections.

The debate also raises a fundamental question for South Koreans as they mull a new political landscape 
following Park’s demise: Was it a flawed, imperious presidential system that allowed Park to abuse her 
powers, or a culture that long treated elected heads of states like kings?

The future of the constitution has instantly emerged as a major political topic after the Constitutional 
Court removed Park on Friday and triggered a two-month presidential race.

Kweon Seong Dong, a lawmaker from the conservative Bareun party and chief prosecutor in Park’s 
impeachment trial, touted his party’s line immediately after the ruling.

“We need a constitutional revision based on power-sharing,” Kweon said. “Absolute power absolutely 
corrupts.”

Critics refuse to see the court’s decision to uphold Park’s impeachment as proof that the constitution 
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works as it is. They include none other than one of the court’s justices, Ahn Changho.
In a supplementary opinion written into Park’s ruling, Ahn found the constitution responsible for an 

“imperial presidency” that breeds “deplorable political customs,” such as abuse of power and corruptive 
ties with the country’s biggest companies, which have a tradition of bribing politicians for business favors.

Ahn said the president simply has too much power over the appointment of government officials, mak-
ing of laws and policies, budget planning and other decisions, which lawmakers find difficult to check for 
most of the single five-year term.

“Our country has a winner-takes-it-all representative system where those who win an election, even by 
just one vote, obtain imperial political power and those who don’t get swept to the side and are neglected,” 
Ahn wrote.

A constitutional change would need the support of two-thirds of the 300-seat parliament and then pass 
a national referendum.

Moon, who’s likely to be the presidential candidate of the Democratic Party, the largest in parliament, 
says he is open to discussions about constitutional revision, but opposes any changes that take place 
before or simultaneously with the upcoming presidential election.

He says that two months is too short to properly rewrite the constitution, which not only lays out fun-
damental principles for power and governance, but also defines the basic rights of citizens.

Besides proposing power-sharing between the president and prime minister, the parties backing a consti-
tutional overhaul also call for the next president’s term to be reduced to three years so that a presidential 
vote can coincide with a parliamentary election in 2020. By then, the parties want a president to be able 
to serve two four-year terms or a six-year single term.

Some experts question whether South Korea’s Constitution is really at fault for power-drunk presidents.
On paper, it seems that the South Korean president domestically has significantly less power than, say, 

the president of the United States. The South Korean president can’t issue executive orders without the 
consent of lawmakers. The president does appoint a large number of government officials, but needs 
lawmakers’ approval when seating the prime minister, Seoul’s No. 2 job.

It’s hard to say a system for checks and balances isn’t there when lawmakers and a court just combined 
to kick out a sitting president. This wasn’t the first time South Korean lawmakers tried to remove a presi-
dent either, although the Constitutional Court reinstated late President Roh Moo-hyun in 2004.

Perhaps, Park’s saga is less of a reflection of the country’s constitution than of a rigidly hierarchical 
culture, where people find it extremely difficult to disobey instructions from above, even when they are 
inappropriate or unlawful.

The scandal has inspired Democratic Party lawmaker Ki Dong-min to propose a law he says is aimed 
at allowing government workers to refuse “unjust” orders from their bosses. But when a society needs a 
special law so that people could avoid breaking other laws, then probably laws aren’t what the problem 
is about.

“South Korea’s imperial president wasn’t created by laws, but by custom and culture,” Won-Ho Park, a 
Seoul National University politics professor, wrote in a newspaper column.

“The secret to why our president can influence so many things, even the appointment of public university 
presidents or the personnel decisions of private companies, could perhaps be found in our culture that 
calls presidential authority as the ‘great power’ and presidential contenders ‘hidden dragons,’” he said.

___
Follow Kim Tong-hyung at www.twitter.com/KimTongHyung

Trump praises arrest of ‘troubled person’ at White House
By DARLENE SUPERVILLE, Associated Press

POTOMAC FALLS, Va. (AP) — President Donald Trump on Saturday praised the U.S. Secret Service for 
doing a “fantastic job” apprehending a “troubled person” who climbed a fence and was approaching a 
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south entrance to the White House while Trump was inside the executive mansion.
It was the first known security breach at the White House since Trump took office nearly two months ago.
Washington, D.C., police identified the intruder as Jonathan Tran, 26, of Milpitas, California.
When approached by a Secret Service officer on the south grounds about 11:38 p.m. Friday and asked 

whether he had a pass authorizing him to be in the restricted area, Tran replied, “No, I am a friend of the 
president. I have an appointment,” the police report said.

Asked how he got there, he said he “jumped the fence.”
The Secret Service said in a statement that the intruder, whom it did not identify, had climbed an outer 

perimeter fence near the Treasury Department and East Executive Avenue. He was arrested without fur-
ther incident, the agency said.

Authorities found two cans of Mace on Tran, including one inside his jacket pocket, according to a criminal 
complaint filed in U.S. District Court. Tran was also carrying a U.S. passport, an Apple laptop computer, a 
book written by Trump and a letter he had written to the president, the complaint said.

“Secret Service did a fantastic job last night,” Trump said Saturday from his golf club in Northern Virginia. 
He described the intruder as a “troubled person” and the situation as “very sad.” Trump was briefed on 
the matter Friday night, said his spokesman, Sean Spicer.

Homeland Security Secretary John Kelly was also briefed on the incident, the Secret Service said. Kelly 
was among several Cabinet secretaries and senior White House staff members who attended a working 
lunch with the president at the Trump National Golf Club.

In the letter found on Tran, he mentioned “Russian hackers” and said he had information of relevance, 
according to the criminal complaint. He alleged that he had been followed, that his phone and email com-
munications had been read by third parties, and that he has been called schizophrenic.

The Secret Service said a search of the north and south White House grounds found “nothing of concern 
to security operations.” Standard practice is to turn intruders over to the local police department.

Video surveillance footage shows Tran jumping a fence near the Treasury Department adjacent to the 
White House security fence, the complaint said. At one point, Tran is seen hiding behind a White House 
pillar before proceeding to the South Portico entrance.

Friday’s security breach follows a series of similar lapses that took place during the eight years that Barack 
Obama was president. An especially embarrassing breach came in September 2014 when an Army veteran 
with mental health issues scaled a fence on the Pennsylvania Avenue side of the White House and made 
it deep inside the building, to the East Room, before the Secret Service could detain him.

The Obamas were not at home at the time. The incident was one of several breakdowns by the Secret 
Service that ultimately led to the resignation of the agency’s director, Julia Pierson, the following month. 
Trump has to find someone new to lead the agency: Joseph Clancy, a former agent who came out of re-
tirement to succeed Pierson and stabilize the law enforcement agency, announced his second retirement 
last month.

Trump said he brought the Cabinet secretaries, White House staff and some of their spouses to the club 
for a working lunch to discuss the military, the economy, health care and other issues.

Besides Kelly, joining Trump were Treasury Secretary Steve Mnuchin, Veterans Affairs Secretary David 
Shulkin, Commerce Secretary Wilbur Ross, White House chief of staff Reince Priebus, chief strategist Steve 
Bannon and Spicer. Defense Secretary Jim Mattis was absent.

“We’re having some great discussions,” Trump said. “The economy is doing very, very well. Generally 
speaking we’re doing very well.” He talked about inheriting “a mess” when he took office, but said every-
thing would be “straightened out fast.”

___
Associated Press writer Matt Barakat in McLean, Virginia, contributed to this report.
___
Follow Darlene Superville on Twitter: http://www.twitter.com/dsupervilleap
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Pence appeals for complete GOP support for health overhaul
By KEN THOMAS, Associated Press

LOUISVILLE, Ky. (AP) — Vice President Mike Pence appealed for total GOP congressional support for 
a White House-backed health overhaul during a brief visit Saturday to Kentucky, where the Republican 
governor and junior senator are among the plan’s skeptics.

“This is going to be a battle in Washington, D.C. And for us to seize this opportunity to repeal and replace 
Obamacare once and for all, we need every Republican in Congress, and we’re counting on Kentucky,” 
Pence said at an energy company where business leaders had gathered.

He said President Donald Trump would lean on House Republicans — including two Kentucky lawmakers 
in the audience, Reps. Andy Barr and Brett Guthrie — to vote to replace former President Barack Obama’s 
law.

Pence’s trip was part of an effort to reassure conservatives who have raised objections to the House 
plan. In a sign of the high stakes, Pence’s motorcade passed a long line of demonstrators who chanted, 
“Save our care.”

Almost at the time Pence landed in Louisville, Trump tweeted: “We are making great progress with health 
care. ObamaCare is imploding and will only get worse. Republicans coming together to get job done!”

The former Indiana governor has been the chief salesman for Trump’s push to jettison the Affordable 
Care Act. The House is expected to vote on the bill in less than two weeks, but faces resistance from crit-
ics within the GOP, including Kentucky Sen. Rand Paul, who has called the initial draft “Obamacare Lite.”

Even before the legislation was released, Paul placed a copy machine outside the room where House 
Republicans were drafting the bill and asked for a copy — all to draw attention to the secrecy of the plan.

GOP Gov. Matt Bevin has said his state cannot afford to pay for a growing Medicaid program, which has 
cost Kentucky millions more than initially expected and now covers more than 25 percent of the state’s 
population. He has dismantled Kentucky’s state-based exchange but indicated he would not favor eliminat-
ing the federal health insurance exchange.

Bevin told reporters Friday that, like Paul, he was not impressed with the initial proposal in the House.
But on Saturday he said that while there were different views on how to change the law, “ultimately 

these differences of opinion will be rectified.” He said all could agree that “change has to come — the 
system is broken.”

“Now I know that not every politician in Kentucky supports our plan,” Pence said, mentioning former 
Democratic Gov. Steve Beshear but neither Paul nor Bevin.

After greeting Pence at the airport, Bevin and his children and their friend got an impromptu tour of Air 
Force Two, and Pence later told business leaders: “I was for Matt Bevin before it was cool.”

Democrats have praised Beshear’s use of the health care law to drive down the state’s uninsured rate 
and his smooth rollout of kynect, the state-run exchange, even while Obama struggled with the national 
release of healthcare.gov.

The event at the Harshaw Trane facility was in the hometown of Senate Majority Leader Mitch McCon-
nell, R-Ky., whom Pence praised as “a true friend to me, to our president, and to the people of America.”

McConnell, however, did not attend due to a scheduling conflict.
___
On Twitter follow Ken Thomas at https://twitter.com/KThomasDC

Today in History
By The Associated Press

Today in History
Today is Monday, March 13, the 72nd day of 2017. There are 293 days left in the year.
Today’s Highlights in History:
On March 13, 1947, the Alan Jay Lerner and Frederick Loewe musical “Brigadoon,” about a Scottish vil-
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lage which magically reappears once every hundred years, opened on Broadway. “The Best Years of Our 
Lives” won the Academy Award for best picture of 1946; Oscars also went to its director, William Wyler, 
lead actor Fredric March and supporting actor Harold Russell; Olivia De Havilland won best actress for “To 
Each His Own”; Anne Baxter won best supporting actress for “The Razor’s Edge.”

On this date:
In 1781, the seventh planet of the solar system, Uranus, was discovered by Sir William Herschel.
In 1845, Felix Mendelssohn’s Violin Concerto in E Minor, Op. 64, had its premiere in Leipzig, Germany.
In 1865, Confederate President Jefferson Davis signed a measure allowing black slaves to enlist in the 

Confederate States Army with the promise they would be set free.
In 1901, the 23rd President of the United States, Benjamin Harrison, died in Indianapolis at age 67.
In 1925, the Tennessee General Assembly approved a bill prohibiting the teaching of the theory of evolu-

tion. (Gov. Austin Peay (pee) signed the measure on March 21.)
In 1933, banks in the U.S. began to reopen after a “holiday” declared by President Franklin D. Roosevelt.
In 1954, the Battle of Dien Bien Phu began during the First Indochina War as communist forces attacked 

French troops, who were defeated nearly two months later.
In 1964, bar manager Catherine “Kitty” Genovese, 28, was stabbed to death near her Queens, New 

York, home; the case gained notoriety over the supposed reluctance of Genovese’s neighbors to respond 
to her cries for help.

In 1980, Ford Motor Co. Chairman Henry Ford II announced he was stepping down, the same day a 
jury in Winamac, Indiana, found the company not guilty of reckless homicide in the fiery deaths of three 
young women in a Ford Pinto.

In 1996, a gunman burst into an elementary school in Dunblane, Scotland, and opened fire, killing 16 
children and one teacher before killing himself.

In 1997, a Jordanian soldier fired on Israeli junior high school girls on a field trip, killing seven of them. 
(The soldier, Cpl. Ahmed Daqamseh (dah-KUHM’-say), was later sentenced by a military court to life in 
prison.)

In 2013, Jorge Bergoglio (HOHR’-hay behr-GOHG’-lee-oh) of Argentina was elected pope, choosing the 
name Francis.

Ten years ago: Attorney General Alberto Gonzales admitted mistakes in the way the Justice Department 
handled the dismissal of eight federal prosecutors, which Democrats charged were a politically motivated 
purge, but said he wouldn’t resign. President George W. Bush, on the last stop of a five-nation Latin Ameri-
can tour, sought to soothe strained ties with Mexico by promising to prod Congress to overhaul tough 
U.S. immigration policies; but his host, Mexican President Felipe Calderon (fay-LEE’-pay kahl-duh-ROHN’), 
criticized U.S. plans for a 700-mile border fence. Lance Mackey won the Iditarod Trail Sled Dog Race, in 
9 days, 5 hours, 8 minutes.

Five years ago: A resurgent Rick Santorum swept to victory in Republican presidential primaries in Ala-
bama and Mississippi. Twenty-two young people returning from a ski holiday and six adults died when 
their bus crashed inside a tunnel in southern Switzerland. A ferry carrying more than 200 people collided 
with a cargo boat and sank just short of Dhaka, Bangladesh; most on board died. Encyclopaedia Britan-
nica Inc. said it would stop publishing print editions of its flagship encyclopedia. Dallas Seavey, at age 25, 
became the youngest winner of the Iditarod Trail Sled Dog Race in Alaska, finishing in 9 days, 4 hours 
and 29 minutes.

One year ago: A Kurdish woman blew herself up in a car at a busy transport hub in Ankara, Turkey, killing 
37 people in an attack claimed by TAK, also known as the Kurdish Freedom Falcons. A gunfight outside a 
police station in Landover, Maryland, resulted in the death of an undercover narcotics detective shot by a 
colleague who mistook him as a threat; three brothers, including the alleged gunman, have been indicted 
in connection with the attack.

Today’s Birthdays: Jazz musician Roy Haynes is 92. Country singer Jan Howard is 87. Songwriter Mike 
Stoller (STOH’-ler) is 84. Singer-songwriter Neil Sedaka is 78. Opera singer Julia Migenes is 68. Actor Wil-
liam H. Macy is 67. Comedian Robin Duke is 63. Actress Glenne Headly is 62. Actress Dana Delany is 61. 
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Rock musician Adam Clayton (U2) is 57. Jazz musician Terence Blanchard is 55. Actor Christopher Collet is 
49. Rock musician Matt McDonough (Mudvayne) is 48. Actress Annabeth Gish is 46. Actress Tracy Wells 
is 46. Rapper-actor Common is 45. Rapper Khujo (Goodie Mob, The Lumberjacks) is 45. Singer Glenn 
Lewis is 42. Actor Danny Masterson is 41. Bluegrass musician Clayton Campbell (The Gibson Brothers) is 
36. Actor Noel Fisher is 33. Singers Natalie and Nicole Albino (Nina Sky) are 33. Actor Emile Hirsch is 32.

Thought for Today: “Work is something you can count on, a trusted, lifelong friend who never deserts 
you.” — Margaret Bourke-White, American photojournalist (1904-1971).


