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GBB at Sisseton. C game at 5:15 p.m., JV at
6 p.m. followed by varsity game. Postponed to
January 26th.

Monday, Jan. 16

SAL,IZrad Iaceslﬁrst(j[)tfluqotg il Senior Menu: Salisbury steak, mashed pota-
nderson biaced third Pnoto toes and gravy, Prince Edward island vegetable,
6- Online o t_|on for grain checkoff payments frosted brownie, whole wheat bread.
/- Senator Mike Rounds Weekly Column School Breakfast: Egg sausage biscuit, fruit,
8- Rep. Kristi Noem's Weekly Column juice, milk.
- Obtain firewood from in-state sources] School Lunch: Chili, corn bread, fruit, broccoli
D- Ugcomlng GDI Live E vents-| and dip.
10- G K Emmanuel Lutheran Church: Bible Study
at 6:30 A.M.
St. John's Lutheran: Christian Literature Circle
13- Today in Weather Histo at 7:30 p.m.

7th Grade Boys’ Basketball host Leola-
Frederick at 6 p.m.

14 - Local Weather Forecast
15- Yesterday’s Groton Weather

15- Today’s Weather Climate Girls’ Basketball at Langford Area with JV at
15- National Weather map 6:30 p.m. followed by varsity game.

16 - Daily Devotional

Tuesday, Jan. 17

Senior Menu: New England ham dinner, dinner
roll, fruit cocktail cake and ice cream.

School Breakfast: Pancake on stick, fruit,
juice, milk.

School Lunch: Cheese pizza, green beans,
fruit, carrots and dip.

7th/8th Boys’ Basketball host Ipswich. 7th
grade at 3 p.m., 8th grade at 4 p.m.

Boys’ Basketball hosts Ipswich. C game at
5:15 p.m., JV at 6:30 p.m., varsity to follow.

Wednesday, Jan. 18
Senior Menu: Cheeseburger soup, ham salad
sandwich, pineapple tidbits, cookie.

Apts for Rent School Breakfast: Cinnamonroll, yogurt, fruit,
jui ilk.

1 bedroom and HUGE 2 bedroom, 2 bath apart- Y& M _ _

ments available NOW! All utilities included except A/C, School Lunch: Super nachos, tater tots, fruit,

Romaine salad.
1 bedroom $504 and HUGE 2 bedroom 2 bath $674 . .
Please call o text 239-849-7674 Emmanuel Lutheran: League at 6:30 p.m,,

Confirmation at 7 p.m.

Closed: Recycling Trailer in Groton
The recycling trailer is located at 10 East Rail-
road Ave.

MNMCKIVGCIR COLUISION

The Ca rd boa rd/ pa per Lifetime Warranty on all Collision Work!

recycling trailer at the school is Closed 13556 400th Ave., Groton SD 57445
Allen McKiver, Owner ~ 605/397-4404

© 2017 Groton Daily Independent
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Philip Invitational Tournament 2017 Results for Groton Area
Groton Area wrestlers went to Philip over the weekend where Trevor Pray placed first at 126 pounds,
Brandyn Anderson placed third at 285 pounds, Wyatt Locke was fourth at 220 pounds, and Drager Monson
placed eighth at 113 pounds.

113 - Dragr Monson (3-7) placed 8th and scored 6.00 team points.

Champ. Round 1 - Dragr Monson (Groton Area) 3-7 received a bye () (Bye)

Champ. Round 2 - Jadyn Coller (Philip Area) 18-4 won by fall over Dragr Monson (Groton Area) 3-7
(Fall 3:33)

Cons. Round 2 - Dragr Monson (Groton Area) 3-7 received a bye () (Bye)

Cons. Round 3 - Dragr Monson (Groton Area) 3-7 won by fall over Hayse Steffen (Clark/Willow Lake)
0-12 (Fall 1:54)

Cons. Round 4 - Dragr Monson (Groton Area) 3-7 won by decision over Jett Blakeman (Belle Fourche)
5-10 (Dec 8-3)

Cons. Round 5 - William George (Douglas) 13-4 won by major decision over Dragr Monson (Groton
Area) 3-7 (MD 10-2)

7th Place Match - Darien Malone-X (Douglas) 8-7 won by fall over Dragr Monson (Groton Area) 3-7
(Fall 2:16)

120 - Hunter McClean (0-7)
Champ. Round 1 - Sal Centore-X (Douglas) 5-7 won by fall over Hunter McClean (Groton Area) 0-7
(Fall 0:26)
Cons. Round 1 - Hunter McClean (Groton Area) 0-7 received a bye () (Bye)
Cons. Round 2 - Cayden Wolfe (Belle Fourche) 4-4 won by fall over Hunter McClean (Groton Area)
0-7 (Fall 1:17)

126 - Trevor Pray (11-2) placed 1st and scored 28.00 team points.

Champ. Round 1 - Trevor Pray (Groton Area) 11-2 received a bye () (Bye)

Quarterfinal - Trevor Pray (Groton Area) 11-2 won by fall over Nick Preble (Rapid City Central) 8-11
(Fall 4:46)

Semifinal - Trevor Pray (Groton Area) 11-2 won by fall over Jesse McCann (Harding County) 1-3 (Fall
2:42)

1st Place Match - Trevor Pray (Groton Area) 11-2 won by fall over Hunter Borah (Beresford/Alcester/
Hudson) 7-4 (Fall 1:50)

132 - Wyatt Kurtz (6-6) scored 3.00 team points.
Champ. Round 1 - Hunter Peterson (Philip Area) 8-2 won by fall over Wyatt Kurtz (Groton Area) 6-6
(Fall 2:21)
Cons. Round 1 - Wyatt Kurtz (Groton Area) 6-6 won by fall over Daniel Gleason-X (Douglas) 1-5 (Fall
1:23)
Cons. Round 2 - Isiah Dubray-X (Douglas) 6-5 won by fall over Wyatt Kurtz (Groton Area) 6-6 (Fall 3:28)

145 - Thomas Cranford (1-8)
Champ. Round 1 - CJ Carlson (Beresford/Alcester/Hudson) 6-5 won by major decision over Thomas
Cranford (Groton Area) 1-8 (MD 11-1)
Cons. Round 1 - Thomas Cranford (Groton Area) 1-8 received a bye () (Bye)
Cons. Round 2 - Levi Mines (Custer) 13-8 won by fall over Thomas Cranford (Groton Area) 1-8 (Fall 0:58)
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152 - Lane Krueger (0-8)
Champ. Round 1 - Nick Donnelly (Philip Area) 26-1 won by fall over Lane Krueger (Groton Area) 0-8
(Fall 1:39)
Cons. Round 1 - Lane Krueger (Groton Area) 0-8 received a bye () (Bye)
Cons. Round 2 - Austin Jones (Custer) 4-2 won by fall over Lane Krueger (Groton Area) 0-8 (Fall 0:15)

170 - Grady O Neil (0-9)
Champ. Round 1 - Bailey Lawrence (Belle Fourche) 12-9 won by fall over Grady O’ Neil (Groton Area)
0-9 (Fall 0:51)
Cons. Round 1 - Manny Leonard (Douglas) 7-6 won by fall over Grady O Neil (Groton Area) 0-9 (Fall
0:16)

220 - Wyatt Locke (8-7) placed 4th and scored 12.00 team points.

Quarterfinal - Wyatt Locke (Groton Area) 8-7 won by fall over Logan Dalton (McCook Central/Mon-
trose) 3-16 (Fall 4:19)

Semifinal - Jory Rodgers (Philip Area) 10-8 won by decision over Wyatt Locke (Groton Area) 8-7 (Dec
4-2)

Cons. Semi - Wyatt Locke (Groton Area) 8-7 won by decision over Lathan Norling (Beresford/Alcester/
Hudson) 6-8 (Dec 6-0)

3rd Place Match - Kobe Bradford (Rapid City Central) 6-8 won by fall over Wyatt Locke (Groton Area)
8-7 (Fall 4:21)

285 - Brandyn Anderson (11-1) placed 3rd and scored 18.00 team points.

Champ. Round 1 - Brandyn Anderson (Groton Area) 11-1 received a bye () (Bye)

Quarterfinal - Brandyn Anderson (Groton Area) 11-1 won by fall over Chase Sigdestad (Webster Area)
11-10 (Fall 2:16)

Semifinal - Trent Rus (Beresford/Alcester/Hudson) 18-4 won in tie breaker - 1 over Brandyn Anderson
(Groton Area) 11-1 (TB-1 4-1)

Cons. Semi - Brandyn Anderson (Groton Area) 11-1 won by fall over Tate Shape (Clark/Willow Lake)
11-6 (Fall 0:56)

3rd Place Match - Brandyn Anderson (Groton Area) 11-1 won by decision over Chase Sigdestad (Web-
ster Area) 11-10 (Dec 1-0)
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Dragr Monson took 8th place in the Jan 13-14 Phillip Tournament.
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1st place, Trevor Pray, #126
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Brandyn Anderson 285 Ib. Heavyweight. Took 3rd place there.

Online Option for Grain Checkoff Payments

PIERRE, S.D.- Grain elevators in South Dakota have a new option for submitting payments to the state’s
grain checkoff funds.

Until recently, the quarterly reporting and payment of agricultural grain checkoff fees could only be done
by using paper forms. Now, elevators also have the option of using an online reporting tool.

The South Dakota Department of Agriculture (SDDA), the South Dakota Bureau of Information and Tele-
communications and South Dakota's grain checkoff boards, commissions and councils worked together to
develop the Unified Checkoff Remittance option for the payment and distribution of grain checkoff fees
collected by elevators.

Use of the Unified Checkoff Remittance online calculator by grain elevators is voluntary. It allows eleva-
tors to enter quarterly grain purchases and accurately report corresponding fees through a secure page
on the SDDA website, http://sdda.sd.gov, then click on the Unified Checkoff Remittance button at the top
of the page.

SDDA is responsible for receiving, collecting, reconciling and distributing over $17 million in grain checkoff
revenue annually. The funds come from over 200 individual, private grain elevators. SDDA does not charge
a fee to use the new online option to submit grain checkoff information and payments.
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Repealing Obamacare First Step Toward Replacing it

with a Truly Affordable, Patient-Centered Plan

When I ran for Senate, I ran on the promise to do everything I could to repeal
and replace the unworkable Affordable Care Act (ACA) and mitigate the damag-
ing effects it was having on South Dakota families, health care providers and
small businesses. After two years and a Republican entering the White House
eager to work with us, the 115th Congress has finally begun the process of repealing and replacing the
ill-advised law.

The Senate took the first steps recently by passing a repeal resolution, a necessary component that will
allow us to repeal the law later this year by a simple majority vote. Meanwhile, the Senate continues to
work on a replacement that is affordable, market-driven and truly centered around the patient. These are
the fundamental principles that Obamacare has failed to deliver to the American people.

As the repeal timeline is established, there will be a transition period before its replacement is fully imple-
mented. We recognize the need to protect healthcare benefits during this transition. There is agreement
that continuation of coverage is an important part of any replacement plan. We anticipate that there will
be many options made available for health care design and coverages through this replacement legislation.
However, all will include a guaranteed renewal of coverage, portability of coverage and children remaining
on their families’ plans until the age of 26.

Since the partisan law was enacted seven years ago, Americans have been painfully aware of its
shortcomings. Supporters of the law promised that premiums would go down. Instead, they continue to
skyrocket, increasing 37 percent in South Dakota this year alone. Supporters also promised that those
who liked their coverage could keep it, yet since the ACA was enacted nearly 5 million Americans lost the
health care plans they enjoyed.

Americans are also left with fewer health care options when seeking coverage. Because insurers are losing
so much money on Obamacare, many have left the marketplace altogether. Over half of the Obamacare
co-ops have already failed. South Dakota is one of nine states which have only two health care providers
offering insurance plans on the exchange. Five more states have only one provider in their state, a dramatic
decrease from the pre-Obamacare era.

Countless South Dakotans have contacted my office to share their problems with Obamacare. One father
of three from Rapid City wrote me recently to explain that his family’s premium was rising 357 percent for
2017. “T do not know what my next year will bring,” he wrote, “but I do know that I will likely be unable
to afford my premiums or my needed health care.”

Another gentleman, from Sioux Falls, is facing a 47 percent increase in his premium this year, on top
of an increase in copays and the deductible. A South Dakota veteran also wrote asking Congress to pro-
vide Obamacare relief to small business owners after seeing his premium more than double from $800
a month to more than $1,600 between 2014 and 2016. Hard-working, middle-class South Dakotans “are
falling through the cracks,” he pleaded. I couldn’t agree more.

Since the law was being debated in 2009, I have warned that Obamacare is unaffordable and unsustain-
able, and that it would eventually crumble under its own weight. That is what we are seeing today, and that
is why the 115th Congress acted swiftly to begin the process to repeal it. As we continue the march toward
repeal, we will also work on a replacement that is truly affordable, patient-centered and market-based.
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KRISTI NOEM

YE FROM SOUTH DAKOTA

Nothlng Less than a eracle

March 4, 1797, marked one of the most important days in American history: the inauguration of our
second president and the first transition of power. In the two-plus centuries since, more than three dozen
men have stepped aside as George Washington did, watching as their successor placed his hand upon
the Bible and promised to “preserve, protect and defend the Constitution of the United States.” While
the inauguration ritual can seem ordinary to us today, President Ronald Reagan reminded America during
his 1981 inaugural address that “this every-four-year ceremony we accept as normal is nothing less than
a miracle.”

January 20, 2017, will mark the first time I get to observe this “normal miracle” up close. T'll have the
opportunity to sit behind President-elect Trump on a stage built at the doorstep of the people’s legislative
house, the U.S. Capitol, as Chief Justice Roberts administers the 35-word Oath of Office. It's a rare meet-
ing of the federal government’s three branches and a powerful symbol of our constitutional government.

Behind us, five American flags will be hung. At the center, our current flag with 50 stars to represent
the Union the president-elect will lead today. To the left and right, flags with as many stars as there were
states when New York — President-elect Trump’s home state — joined the Union, pointing us back to our
roots as a republic. At the far left and right, flags symbolizing our small, yet united, beginning, with 13
stars shaped to form an unending circle.

From this stage to the ceremony itself, Inauguration Day is a moment of unity, joining the past with the
present, the states with the federal government, the Executive Branch with the Legislative and Judicial,
Republicans with Democrats.

For many, 2016 was one of the ugliest elections of their lifetime. But as divided as we may feel today,
America is still rooted in a truth John Adams expressed during his inaugural address: we have a government
where those writing and executing our laws are fellow citizens that have been selected “by their neighbors.”
This is a government in which we, the people, govern ourselves. It's a government, not administered by
those who were born into power, but by those who were chosen by their neighbors to lead.

As President-elect Trump places his hand on the Bible, the history of America will be laid out before him.
From the stage, he'll be able to see the Lincoln Memorial, a striking symbol of the leadership required to
unite a nation. He'll see the World War II Memorial, which represents America’s power when we work as
one while also reminding us all this freedom we enjoy comes at a cost.

Most prominently, the president-elect will see our monument to America’s first president, the man who is
often credited with asking: “What is most important of this grand experiment, the United States? Not the
election of the first president but the election of its second president. The peaceful transition of power is
what will separate this country from every other country in the world.”

As I take in this same view on Inauguration Day, George Washington’s example of leadership will not
be lost on me. I can't possibly express how humbled I am to take part in this historic event. After all, it
really wasn't that long ago that I would have been getting ready for calving season, never dreaming I'd
be attending a presidential inauguration, sitting in awe of this American routine that is nothing less than
a miracle.
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Obtain Firewood from In-State Sources

PIERRE, S.D.- Camp fires or fire pits are becoming a common sight year round in South Dakota. The
South Dakota Department of Agriculture (SDDA) reminds people to get firewood from the local area to
prevent transportation of unwanted forest pests into and around the state.

South Dakota Department of Agriculture forest health specialist Dr. John Ball says, “There are nearly
two million forested acres in South Dakota and an additional one million acres of non-forested land with
trees. Many states in the Great Plains region near South Dakota have areas under quarantine for pests
such as emerald ash borer (EAB), gypsy moth and Asian longhorned beetle.”

Federal law makes it illegal to move any regulated items from quarantined zones out of those states
and into South Dakota without a state or federal inspection certificate or a stamp certifying compliance
of proper treatment, such as a heat treatment.

Dr. Ball says, “"While firewood is the vector for movement, it's not campgrounds anymore. It is firewood
moved to homes carrying the unwanted insects, hence the increase in pest discoveries, such as EAB, in
more residential neighborhoods.”

Wlivestream

Upcoming Events
Monday, Jan. 16.
7 p.m. City Council Meeting
8:00 p.m.: Groton girls at Langford

Tuesday, Jan. 17
8 p.m.: Ipswich boys at Groton

gdilive.com
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Amazon’s Big Step In The Right Direction

South Dakota is a state with a low tax burden. We are one of only seven states without
a personal income tax. We also have no corporate income tax, no business inventory tax, no personal
property tax and no inheritance tax. People who live here get to keep more of their earnings.

We are a state that instead relies on a sales tax. Unfortunately, sales tax revenues have been below
projections every month of the current fiscal year, which began in July. The farm economy is one reason
for weakness in the sales tax. Another reason is the continued growth of online sales.

Online spending in the United States has grown more than 12 percent each year for the past seven years.
Under current federal law, an online retailer is not required to collect and remit sales tax unless they have
a physical presence in South Dakota. If you buy a new iPad at your local retailer, you pay the sales tax. If
you buy it online at BestBuy.com or WalMart.com, you pay the sales tax, because those businesses have
retail operations in South Dakota. But if you buy your iPad from TigerDirect.com, you don't pay sales tax
— simply because Tiger Direct has no warehouse or other physical location in South Dakota. Thus the bur-
den to pay the tax falls upon the individual purchaser, and in most cases, those sales do not get reported.

We have been actively addressing this issue for years, but most recently in the 2016 Legislative Session,
the Legislature passed and I signed Senate Bill 106. This legislation requires remote sellers with no physical
location in South Dakota to collect and remit sales tax on online purchases. Our South Dakota legislation
deliberately conflicts with federal law, to prompt litigation now working its way through the courts.

This is not a new tax. It is an issue of tax uniformity. If South Dakota retailers must collect sales taxes,
their online competitors should as well.

The Department of Revenue has been reaching out to many online retailers to encourage them to remit
sales tax. Thanks to the Department’s efforts, 101 online businesses without a physical presence in our
state are voluntarily collecting sales tax from their customers and remitting those dollars. In my State
of the State Address, I announced that the state has reached an agreement with Amazon to collect and
remit state and local sales taxes in South Dakota. Amazon will begin collecting sales taxes on Feb. 1 and
remitting those dollars beginning in late March.

Amazon is a leading online merchant, growing every year by double digits. Amazon’s decision to collect
sales tax doesn't solve the sales tax issue for online purchases, but it's a big step in the right direction —
for our state and our local businesses. I hope other online companies will follow Amazon’s lead.
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SDPB LAUNCHES 24-HOUR KIDS CHANNEL AND LIVE STREAM

SDPB Kids, the new 24-hour TV channel and live stream, is launching.

South Dakota Public Broadcasting will launch new, free 24/7 children’s programming services on Mon-
day, January 16. Provided by SDPB, the free services include a new TV channel and live stream on digital
platforms. The effort is SDPB's latest initiative to support early learning in South Dakota.

SDPB will broadcast PBS KIDS shows 24 hours a day on an additional television channel called SDPB Kids
and offer a live stream, making it easy for South Dakota children to watch their favorite series 24-hours-
a-day, including during primetime and other after-school hours when viewing among families is high.
Viewers will be able to watch the SDPB-branded live stream through pbskids.org and on the PBS KIDS
Video App, which is available on a variety of mobile devices and tablets. The live stream complements
on-demand clips and full episodes, which will continue to be available for free on the PBS KIDS Video App
and streaming via pbskids.org.

Following its initial launch, the localized live stream experience will expand to offer an integrated games
feature, enabling children to toggle between a PBS KIDS show and an activity that extends learning — all
in one seamless digital experience. The live stream and games feature is grounded in research demon-
strating that measurable gains in learning are achieved when children engage with PBS KIDS content on
multiple platforms. The games will align with the learning goals of each TV series, deepening children’s
involvement and supporting learning.

On SDPB Kids, children can watch their favorite PBS Kids series — including Sesame Street, Daniel Tiger’s
Neighborhood, Thomas & Friends, Odd Squad, Wild Kratts, as well as PBS Kids’" newest series Splash
and Bubbles, Nature Cat and Ready Jet Go! SDPB will continue to offer children’s programming from PBS
KIDS on its main TV channel.

“SDPB has been an integral part of South Dakota for years, delivering content and services that parents
trust and that impact early childhood learning,” said Julie Overgaard, Executive Director, SDPB. “We are
excited to build on the work we do every day for South Dakota’s families by adding these new 24/7 ser-
vices to our offerings, ensuring that our proven educational content is accessible anytime and anywhere
to all kids — especially those who need it the most.”

There are several ways viewers can receive the programming:

Over-the-air: Television sets, including digital TVs, with a connected antenna properly tuned can receive
the signal free, over-the-air. Viewers who already have an antenna or a convertor box should perform a
channel scan or “re-scan” to find SDPB Kids. For more information about receiving the signal over-the-air,
consult SDPB's online tutorial at SDPB.org/cuttingthecord

Online: The 24-hour channel can also be accessed online at SDPB.org/Kids24 or via the PBS Kids Video
App via mobile devices like tablets and smartphones. The service will be added to over-the-top platforms,
such as Roku and Apple TV, later in 2017.

SDPB is working with local cable providers to add the channel to their line-up. Cable subscribers are
encouraged to contact their local cable company for more information. Until then, viewers may try at-
taching an antenna to receive the channel free, over-the-air.

A printable SDPB Kids schedule is available at SDPB.org/buddy

#
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A Health Care System That Works for South Dakotans

The Republican-led Congress heard the American people loud and clear on Obam-
acare. The law is broken beyond repair, and Americans are looking for a better, more
patient-centered approach. According to a recent poll, eighty percent of Americans
want to see the law substantially changed or repealed and replaced entirely. In South
Dakota alone, I've heard from hundreds of people who have been negatively affected by Obamacare, and
it is heart wrenching to read some of their stories.

One person in particular told me the premium for his family’s health insurance spiked by 357 percent
this year. Stories like this one are why South Dakotans are upset and why they feel let down by a political
party in Washington that sold them a lemon of a health care system. Obamacare was supposed to drive
down costs, but premiums and deductibles have skyrocketed. It was supposed to increase choices, but
some Americans have been relegated to a single option for coverage. That's not choice, and it's not af-
fordable either.

The law isnt working, and the sooner my Democrat colleagues accept that reality, the sooner we can
move toward a health care system that actually works for the American people. Democrats have been so
focused on the number of people they claim have signed up for Obamacare that they forget about the
millions of Americans who lost the coverage they had and liked before the president signed the bill in the
first place. They also forget that when it comes to Obamacare, “coverage” and “affordability” aren’t exactly
synonymous. The deductibles for some plans are so high that it’s hard to even call it coverage at all.

That’s why Republicans have for years pledged that when we had majorities in both houses of Congress
and a willing partner in the White House, we would repeal this failed law once and for all and replace it with
common-sense reforms that put the American people first. Congress has already taken some important
first steps that have laid the groundwork to fully and finally repeal and replace Obamacare, but there’s
more work ahead.

It's important to know that when we send a repeal bill to President Trump, we won't be pulling the rug
out from under the American people. Our plan will include a transition period to protect Americans with
existing Obamacare coverage from being left high and dry. While we're still determining how long that
transition period should be, Republicans are unified in our goal to repeal Obamacare, which is why we're
using it as a starting point.

When it comes to replacing Obamacare, you're not going to see Republicans roll out a massive govern-
ment-knows-best bill that takes over the nation’s health care system. Democrats tried that with Obamacare,
and it failed miserably. Republicans will work toward replacing Obamacare with step-by-step reforms that
actually lower costs and increase access to care. It's what the American people deserve and have been
asking for, and I hope Democrats join us in working toward this important goal as well.
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Today in Weather History

January 16, 1967: In Minnesota, a fast moving blizzard brought winds in excess of 75 mph. The snowfall was
light to moderate with extensive blowing and drifting snow. Visibility was near zero for an extended period of
time. Temperatures fell rapidly during the storm and by the morning of the 18th, many records low were set.
Many vehicles went into the ditch. Thousands of motorists and school children found shelter wherever they could
as travel came to a standstill. A Wheaton man froze to death. In South Dakota, rain followed by a sudden drop in
temperatures of nearly 30 degrees in 2 hours resulted in widespread freezing rain and significant icing on roads
and trees. Strong winds of 35 to 45 mph with gusts to 75 mph along with the ice halted most travel. The wind
and icing also caused the toppling of a 270 foot radio tower near Aberdeen.

January 16, 1997: An intense Arctic High brought widespread blizzard conditions and dangerous wind chills of
40 to 70 below to central and northeast South Dakota as well as west central Minnesota. One to 3 inches of snow
fell on top of the already deep snowpack of 2 to 5 feet. The blizzard winds brought another round of widespread
heavy drifting, blocking area roads and highways. Also, many area schools were closed once again to add to their
large number of days missed for the winter season. Fortunately, this blizzard as compared to previous blizzards
was short-lived and the people were better prepared.

January 16, 2014: A strong area of surface high pressure building into the region behind an Arctic cold front
brought high winds to central and north central South Dakota during the early morning hours of the 16th. Some
of the strongest wind gusts include; 69 mph near Whitlocks Bay; 68 mph near Bullhead; 67 mph near Trail City;
66 mph in Foster Bay; 65 mph near Mellette and in Presho; 64 mph near Harrold and in Murdo; and 63 mph in
Pierre, Reliance, and Miranda. The strong winds diminished during the late afternoon hours of the 16th. A clip-
per system passing across the region brought light snowfall and very strong northwest winds gusting in excess
of 70 mph at times resulting in blizzard conditions. The highest wind gusts include; 76 mph at the Brown County
Landfill; 69 mph in Aberdeen and Cravens Corner; 52 mph near Webster; and 52 mph in Sisseton. Blizzard condi-
tions ended during the late afternoon hours. A no travel advisory was issued in Grant, Codington, Hamlin, and
Spink Counties due to poor visibilities. The blizzard led to the cancellation of several area activities and schools
and nearly impossible travel conditions.

1831 - A great snowstorm raged from Georgia to Maine. Snowfall totals greater than 30 inches were
reported from Pennsylvania across southern New England. (David Ludlum)

1964 - Fort Worth, TX, received 7.5 inches of snow, and Dallas reported a foot of snow. (David Ludlum)

1987 - A winter storm produced a total of 61 inches of snow at Rye CO, and wind gusts to 100 mph
in Utah. The storm then spread heavy snow from the Texas panhandle to Indiana. Tulia TX received 16
inches of snow, and up to 14 inches was reported in western Oklahoma. (National Weather Summary)
(Storm Data)

1988 - A small storm in the western U.S. produced a foot of snow and wind gusts to 70 mph in the
Lake Tahoe Basin of Nevada. Showers and thunderstorms produced 2.28 inches of rain at Brownsville
TX,their third highest total for any day in January. (National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)

1989 - Strong chinook winds plagued much of the state of Wyoming. Winds gusted to 80 mph at Cody,
and wind gusts to 100 mph were reported in eastern and northwestern Wyoming. (National Weather
Summary) (Storm Data)

1990: Heavy snow fell across Prince Williams Sound and the Susitna Valley of southern Alaska. Valdez
was buried under 64.9 inches of snow in less than 2 days including a record 47.5 inches in 24 hours.
The heavy snow blocked roads, closed schools and sunk 6 vessels in the Valdez harbor under the weight
of the heavy snow.

2012: Iwamizawa City, Hokkaido Island, Japan saw heavy snowfall of 78 inches from the 15 through
the 16th. This is the city’s highest accumulation since records began in 1946.
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Tuesday Thursday
Night
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Maostly Sunmy Partly Cloudy Mostly Sunmny Partly Cloudy Mostly Sunmy Partly Cloudy
High: 21 °F Low: 5 °F High: 25 °F Low: 18 °F High: 36 °F Low: 21 °F High: 35 °F

N
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National Weather Service — Aberdeen, SD
weather.gov/Aberdeen Updated: 1/16/2017 4 am
Published on: 01/16/2017 at 4:28AM

While a winter storm of snow and ice impacts areas across far southeastern SD and southern MN today, dry
weather will continue across central to northeastern SD and west central MN through at least Friday. The Janu-
ary thaw is on the way! After near normal temperatures early this week, expect above normal temperatures in
the 30s from Wednesday through the upcoming weekend. A few readings in the 40s will even sneak in across
western and southern SD Wednesday and Thursday.
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Yesterday’'s Weather

High Outside Temp: 18.9 F at 2:30 PM
Low Outside Temp: -2.5 F at 6:53 AM
High Gust: 19.0 Mph at 10:46 AM

Rain: 0.00

’
Today’s Info
Record High: 49° in 1942
Record Low: -30 in 2005
Average High: 22°F
Average Low: 1°F
Average Precip in Jan.: 0.27
Precip to date in Jan.: 0.00
Average Precip to date: 0.27
Precip Year to Date: 0.00
Sunset Tonight: 5:18 p.m.
Sunrise Tomorrow: 8:08 a.m.
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THE PROCESS AND THE PRODUCT

The village blacksmith was known for his strength and skills. He was also known for his extreme suffering
and unending patience. Everyone also admired his deep and abiding faith in God and his love for his Lord.

One day a new resident of the village stopped by to meet and talk with him. Shortly after they began their
conversation, the visitor to his shop said, “I understand that you have a great faith in God. But with all of
the pain and suffering you have endured throughout the years, do you really believe that He loves you?”

“Oh yes,” said the blacksmith, “yes I do.”

“Prove it then, if you will,” said the man.

Picking up a piece of metal the blacksmith said, “For me to make something useful of this metal, I must
put it into the fire and allow the heat to make it soft. Then I must put it on the anvil and hammer it with
blow after blow if it is to become a useful item. Unless I heat it until it is soft and then hammer it until it
takes shape and becomes something useful, it is worthless.”

When days are difficult and nights have no guiding lights it is not because God wants to harm us. It is
because He loves us and has a unique plan for each of us and wants us to trust Him. In times of doubt,
visit the Garden of Gethsemane and see trust in action.

Prayer: Lord, even Your Son experienced a time in His life when He openly asked “if there was another
way.” And when there was none He accepted the “heat.” In Jesus’ Name, Amen.

Scripture for Today: Read Mark 15
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Army bunkers for lease in South Dakota
By Seth Tupper, Rapid City Journal

EDGEMONT, S.D. (AP) — An area where miners once dug for uranium to supply nuclear bombs may
become a sanctuary in case nuclear bombs fall or some other disaster threatens humanity.

California businessman Robert Vicino’s company, Vivos, is offering 575 former military bunkers in
southwestern South Dakota for lease as doomsday shelters. The price is $25,000 upfront and then
$1,000 per year. The costs to outfit the empty bunkers will be borne by the tenants.

Vicino, speaking Jan. 5 to the Journal by phone from San Diego, said interest has been high since he
began accepting inquiries in October.

“We have an abundance of reservations, but we don’t put out specific numbers,” Vicino said. “Today
alone, I think we've had 50 requests.”

The bunkers are remnants of the former Black Hills Ordnance Depot, which was operated as ammu-
nitions storage and maintenance facility by the U.S. Army from 1942 to 1967, the Rapid City Journal
(http://bit.ly/2jweCth ) reported. Its operation overlapped with a uranium-mining boom in the Edge-
mont area from the 1950s to the 1970s, when most of the uranium was used in Cold War nuclear
weapons.

The bunkers sprawl across an 18-square-mile plain about 10 miles southwest of Edgemont and are
covered with earth, making them look a bit like igloos and inspiring the name “Igloo” for the short-lived
community that was built to house the depot’'s employees and their families.

The bunker complex is now privately owned, and much of it is controlled by a South Dakota-based
corporation, S&S Land and Cattle Co., which has a partner corporation called Fort Igloo Bunkers LLC.
Officers of those corporations referred the Journal’s interview requests to Vicino, who said his company
has obtained a lease agreement allowing it to sublet the bunkers.

Besides the 575 bunkers being offered up by Vivos, roughly 225 more are controlled by other private
owners and are not part of the project.

The bunkers have been empty for decades while serving mostly as windbreaks for cattle that graze
around them, but Vicino sees them as perfect places to endure the end times. His company already
offers doomsday shelter communities in Indiana and Germany, according to the company website, and
sells turnkey shelters for installation anywhere.

At the Igloo site, each bunker is 13 feet tall at its highest interior point, and nearly 27 feet wide at
the floor and either 60 or 80 feet long, which means the floor space ranges from about 1,600 to 2,100
square feet.

Vicino calls the Igloo site Vivos xPoint and describes it as the largest survival community on Earth,
with room for 5,000 inhabitants. The typical customer, he said, is likely to be concerned about elec-
tromagnetic pulse weapons that could wipe out the electrical grid, the outbreak of a third world war,
catastrophic natural phenomena such as asteroid strikes, and other potential disasters. Customers are
also likely to have modest financial resources, according to Vicino.

“Everybody thinks we're catering to the elite, but we're not,” Vicino said. “The elite have their own
shelters that cost tens of millions of dollars each.”

Vicino said he was inspired to create doomsday shelters about 35 years ago.

“I had an inspiration, from God as far as I'm concerned, that I needed to build underground shelters
for thousands of people to survive something that was coming our way.”

Vicino said he was running a manufacturing company back then and did not act on the idea until
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decades later, when he was selling high-end villas to co-owners under arrangements described as frac-
tional ownership.

In 2007, he finally got serious about the idea. Now, at “about 60" years of age, he is devoted full-time
to providing what he calls “life assurance” against doomsday scenarios.

For those who might accuse him of preying on and profiting from the apocalyptic fears of paranoid
people, Vicino has a response.

“We're just providing a solution to people who are looking for it,” he said. "They can have better peace
of mind knowing they have a solution if any of this happens.”

Information from: Rapid City Journal, http://www.rapidcityjournal.com

Sioux Falls resident brings creativity to city
By Patrick Anderson, Argus Leader

SIOUX FALLS, S.D. (AP) — He wanted a light above his daughter’s desk.

Wes Eisenhauer gestured to show where the light should go, just one of the list of instructions he gave
to an electrician who walked with him through a partially built house.

Eisenhauer is building his family a house — one he plans on staying in, in a neighborhood he loves,
in the city he loves, Sioux Falls.

The lanky, blue-eyed 35-year-old entered the local scene as a rapper, one-third of the trailblazing hip-
hop trio Soulcrate. Today, he’s making himself known as an artist and entrepreneur, pursuing a cornu-
copia of creative projects from photography to coffee roasting.

In the last year he's returned to the recording studio for a solo album due later this year. Meanwhile,
he and his wife welcomed a second daughter and broke ground on a two-story in the McKennan Park
neighborhood.

Eisenhauer’s chaotic schedule, busy and varied as it is, might just be a perfect fit for the city that holds
both his heart and future home. The mass of particle board and two-by-fours is more than the skeleton
of a future residence.

The house represents a homecoming of sorts, to the core of Sioux Falls, where he developed his love
for skateboarding and punk rock and the same do-it-yourself ethic that led to Soulcrate, the photogra-
phy, The Breaks Coffee and the decision to purchase a lot and don the hat of general contractor instead
of buying one of the thousands of homes in Sioux Falls that already come with four walls and a roof.

Once, he adopted a rap pseudonym to honor his attention deficit disorder. Now, he’s putting down
roots, and doing it in a city he once fled from and antagonized in lyrics.

Maybe Sioux Falls caught his attention at the right time, just before Soulcrate exploded and right after
he met his future wife.

Maybe the city changed.

Maybe he changed.

Eisenhauer’s childhood was filled with stitches and broken bones.

There were bike ramps in the driveway and half pipes in the backyard. In first grade, Eisenhauer flung
himself from a swing and fractured both arms.

“Everything that he did as a kid was with all of his might,” mother Deb Eisenhauer said. “Nothing got
him down.”

When the family moved from Massachusetts to a house on 14th Street, across from Sunshine Grocery,
Eisenhauer and his brother, Dan Eisenhauer, fell in with the neighborhood kids, who listened to loud
music and skateboarded at Meldrum Park.
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After Wes left for culinary school in Portland, Oregon, Dan met future Soulcrate D] Corey Gerlach at
a skate park and started fiddling around with drum beats and lyrics.

“I bought a little four-track recorder and I was recording hip-hop songs in my room,” Dan Eisenhauer
said. “"And that's when Wes came back and he pressed play on it, and he’s like, oh, you're writing rap
music?”

Eisenhauer had returned to Sioux Falls with a bag of possessions, planning to return to his life out
west.

Instead, he stayed.

Eisenhauer’s decision had cultural implications for Sioux Falls, as did Soulcrate’s decision to remain
in South Dakota and develop a local scene instead of riding national attention to a bigger metro, said
Robert Morast, who covered the group in the early 2000s for Argus Leader Media.

Their loyalty to the local music scene is one of the “biggest things to happen to Sioux Falls’ culture,”
Morast said.

"It just spoke to this sense of local pride,” Morast said.

Soulcrate helped create a hip-hop scene in Sioux Falls, said local rapper Deeno Babik. His first concert
was a Soulcrate show, and Eisenhauer is someone he knows he can call if he needs guidance.

“He’s gone out of his way to help me find clarity,” Babik said.

Packaging albums and performing on coast-to-coast tours gave Eisenhauer a chance to hone his own
do-it-yourself philosophy and learn how to use it to his advantage.

“Do it yourself, don't ask permission, if you have something in your head and you want to see it exist,
make it exist,” said Alex Hagen, a longtime friend who recently helped the group buy a former ware-
house north of downtown that’s become a roof for their more grown-up endeavors.

For every need, the band looked inward for solutions. They recorded in an apartment, running cable
between rooms. They made album art. They organized shows.

Jake Anderson, a Minneapolis-based rapper who goes by Prof, found kinship with Soulcrate because
both cultivated local followings in their respective cities by working hard and not relying on others for
direction.

“At the drop of a hat he was ready to do something creative,” Anderson said.

So when the band wanted photos and videos, they didn’t hire a photographer. They bought a camera.

The lens was a catalyst for Eisenhauer.

The camera, a Canon 5D, came the year his oldest daughter, Jonah, was born.

“He had somebody to practice on,” wife Becca Eisenhauer said. “"He wanted to capture these very
beautiful pictures of her.”

He dove into his new art form with abandon, with little else than the support of his wife and the belief
he could make a life out of capturing something beautiful.

“It felt really powerful,” Eisenhauer said. "I wanted to learn everything I could about it, and I just got
consumed.”

He made videos for other music groups, including Phantom Balance, another Sioux Falls-based hip-
hop group, the Argus Leader (http://argusne.ws/2jw61Xz ) reported. He made videos for Bush Foun-
dation grant winners, including the First Peoples Fund and the Cheyenne River Youth Project for Pas-
senger Productions, a Sioux Falls film company. He made a video of the “"Welcome to Sioux Falls” mural
painted across his buildings’ roof, which went viral and led to other paying gigs.

That's how Eisenhauer seems to operate. Get a shot the world will love, worry later about practicality.

His photo of a buffalo reflected in a water basin was grabbed by National Geographic. A video of the
night sky near Custer captured a rare astronomical explosion and went viral online.
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Her husband is a big-picture thinker, who learned how to harness his ADD, Becca Eisenhauer said. And
he has a gift for making things beautiful.

In his rap lyrics, Eisenhauer once slammed Sioux Falls as a “land of endless mini malls, Starbucks and
Walgreens” and blasted the Washington Pavilion for refusing to host rap concerts.

But instead of complaining about what he doesn't see, like he did 10 years ago, Eisenhauer now cre-
ates to fill the void. (He helped with the Pavilion’s marketing materials this year.)

Thousands of fans gathered in the parking lot of the Eight and Railroad Center in September to watch
Eisenhauer, his brother and Gerlach headline the group’s annual “That Sounds Decent.” Soulcrate orga-
nizes everything, books the other bands, sets up the stage and then cleans up the mess.

“This was the life that we were always kind of looking after,” said Isaac Show, a collaborator and
friend. “You've got to be constantly hustling, man, to be that freelancer, to work for yourself.”

Eisenhauer shot 18 weddings this year in addition to the other photo and video work he does for his
photography company. He helped design marketing and packaging for the Breaks.

I think he’s teaching the community some things,” said Brienne Maner, communications and member-
ship director for Downtown Sioux Falls Inc.

Eisenhauer has brought national attention to the city with his social media following and his ability to
be creative with photo and video. And he’s serving as an example for young entrepreneurs and artists
who will follow in his footsteps, Maner said.

Eisenhauer refuses to be limited by a single interest, but at least one project seems to have captured
his attention.

Sioux Falls is a blank slate, he said.

Perfect for a man who prefers to do things himself.

Even if it means building his own house.

Information from: Argus Leader, http://www.argusleader.com

1 dies when semitrailer goes off bridge in Sioux Falls

SIOUX FALLS, S.D. (AP) — One man has died after the semitrailer he was driving went off an inter-
state bridge in Sioux Falls and hit a car below.

The woman driving the car suffered minor injuries.

The crash happened at about 4:20 a.m. Sunday.

The 43-year-old driver of the semitractor-trailer was northbound on Interstate 229 when the truck
went off the roadway, hit the guardrail and fell onto the road below.

The truck landed on the front end of a car driven by a 23-year-old woman. She was taken to the hos-
pital for minor injuries.

Widow of slain Oregon standoff leader carries on his mission
By ANDREW SELSKY, Associated Press

SALEM, Ore. (AP) — Leaders of an armed occupation of a federal wildlife refuge in rural Oregon were
driving to a public meeting a year ago when police shot and killed one of them at a roadblock.

Now, LaVoy Finicum’s widow and their children are planning to hold that meeting later this month in
the same town, John Day. Speakers are slated to talk about the Constitution, property rights and other
issues.

"It is the anniversary of my husband’s death. We want to continue with his mission,” Jeanette Finicum
told The Associated Press. “The people within counties and states should decide how to use those
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properties, not the federal government.”

LaVoy Finicum was the spokesman for several dozen occupiers during the 41-day takeover of the
Malheur National Wildlife Refuge and has become a martyr for the movement to transfer ownership of
federal lands to local entities. The U.S. government owns nearly half of all land in the West, compared
with 4 percent in other states, according to the Congressional Overview of Federal Land Ownership.

Finicum'’s cattle brand, an L connected to a V with a floating bar, adorns bumper stickers, black flags
and T-shirts seen at conservative gatherings.

Jeanette Finicum has become something of a cause celebre in the year since her husband’s death. She
spoke at a rally on the steps of Utah’s capitol. The Tri-State Livestock News, based in South Dakota,
recently ran a story describing her dispute with the Bureau of Land Management over grazing fees.
The agency administers 245 million acres of public lands and manages livestock grazing on 155 million
acres of those lands.

“It's been a horrific year,” Jeanette Finicum said in a phone interview from her Cane Beds, Arizona,
home. “There’s been so much going on that most people don’t have to deal with when they lose a loved
one, like we did.”

She met LaVoy at a barn dance. He told her he was a bad dancer.

“He was right. He had no rhythm,” Jeanette Finicum said with a laugh. They got married 14 days later.

“There isn't anyone like him that I met in my lifetime, and I don’t expect there will be anyone else who
will measure up,” she said, choking up with emotion.

She was a stay-at-home mom all 23 years they were married.

“With him gone, all of the responsibilities have fallen to me,” she said. "I spent the year rounding up,
branding and calving.”

Oregon State Police shot LaVoy Finicum three times on Jan. 26, 2016, after he exited a vehicle at a
police roadblock in the snowy Malheur National Forest, held up his hands and then reached toward his
jacket.

Authorities concluded the officers were justified because they thought Finicum was going for his pis-
tol. But at least one FBI Hostage Rescue Team operator fired two shots at Finicum’s vehicle — shots
that were not disclosed during the investigation.

In March, the inspector general of the U.S. Justice Department began investigating possible FBI
misconduct and whether there was a cover-up. The inspector general’s office declined to discuss the
investigation last week. The U.S. attorney’s office in Portland said it was ongoing.

Jeanette Finicum insists her husband was not a threat and that he was murdered. Her lawyer has said
the family plans a wrongful-death lawsuit, and Finicum said she will release more details during the
Jan. 28 meeting.

It's being held at the fairgrounds in Grant County, which neighbors the county containing the refuge.

Public lands make up 66 percent of Grant County’s 4,529 square miles. Jeanette Finicum bristled when
asked if those attending the meeting might be inspired to take over federal sites.

“That's a ridiculous question,” she said. “We will peacefully demonstrate, peacefully teach and stand
for liberty.”

Fairgrounds manager Mindy Winegar said local logger Tad Haupt rented a pavilion for the meeting
that seats up to 500 people. Haupt, a vocal opponent of U.S. Forest Service management practices, is
the one who invited the occupation leaders to speak in John Day, a town of about 1,700, on Jan. 26,
2016.

The FBI expressed no concern about the upcoming meeting.

“Everyone has a constitutional right to assemble, and to free speech,” spokeswoman Beth Anne Steele
said.
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Grant County Judge Scott Myers granted permission for the fairgrounds, a county facility, to be used
for the event, saying rejecting the request could have had more repercussions than allowing it to hap-
pen.

Myers said he doubts it will pose a threat but then added, “I have steadfastly tried to convince myself
that over the past few months.”

Follow Andrew Selsky on Twitter at https://twitter.com/andrewselsky .

Winter wheat plantings at long-time lows in South Dakota

PIERRE, S.D. (AP) — Winter wheat plantings in South Dakota last fall totaled only 900,000 acres,
down nearly one-fourth from the previous year to one of the lowest levels in years.

In its first estimate of the crop Thursday, the U.S. Department of Agriculture reported the numbers,
which are down 24 percent from the 1.18 million acres planted in September 2015.

The reason for the drop includes more than just the growth in popularity of corn and soybeans in
recent years, the Capital Journal (http://bit.ly/2jNblpx) reported.

South Dakota Wheat Commission Executive Director Reid Christopherson said farmers likely planted
fewer acres of winter wheat because there was a big-yielding crop last year, which produced lower
protein content and brought down the price of winter wheat.

“When we were back, about the end of August, just when a lot of decisions were being made about
planting (winter wheat for 2017 harvest), the spot price for winter wheat in central South Dakota
slipped below $2 a bushel,” he said.

The drop has made farmers look into other crops, like corn, soybeans and sunflowers, for income. This
means, a smaller amount of acres that will be planted in South Dakota in September.

The gap between winter wheat prices and spring wheat prices has also been high at about $1.30 a
bushel, Christopherson said, with spring wheat more valuable.

“We basically have full year’s crop of wheat in the bin in South Dakota,” Christopherson said.

Information from: Pierre Capital Journal, http://www.capjournal.com

No-fee promise comes into canyon debate

SPEARFISH, S.D. (AP) — An 11-year-old promise by a former South Dakota official to never charge
the public a fee for access to some parts of Spearfish Canyon is up for debate during discussion of a
proposal to turn the canyon into a state park.

Former state Department of Game, Fish and Parks Secretary John Cooper originally made the prom-
ise in a 48-page-long document in 2006. He promised not to charge fees in areas including Roughlock
Falls, Savoy Pond and 300 acres at the canyon mouth. Those areas were obtained from mining compa-
nies in order to restore them from damage caused by gold mining, the Rapid City Journal (http://bit.
ly/2iWQOvZ7) reported.

Gov. Dennis Daugaard plans to now create a 1,600-acre state park that includes those areas in the
canyon, concerning critics in terms of fees. Former state legislator Jerry Apa wrote in a Jan. 1 op-ed
that the state park and entrance fee would violate the earlier promises.

“In terms of bureaucratic life, the ink isn't even dry on this document and GF&P is trying to circumvent
the intent of the agreement between Homestake and GF&P,” Apa said.

Current Game, Fish and Parks Secretary Kelly Hepler said no fees will be imposed to drive through
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the canyon, but other potential fees are being discussed as part of the initiative. Hepler said some user
fees will be necessary to operate the park because annual interest from the fund established in 2006
amounts to only $6,000, while the cost to main visitor infrastructure at Roughlock Falls and Savoy Pond
is about $34,000 a year.
Other examples of fees Hepler said might be imposed include camping fees and special event fees.
“There are multiple ways you can do that, and it would be irresponsible for us to say at this point that
we know exactly what this is going to look like, because we don't,” he said.

Information from: Rapid City Journal, http://www.rapidcityjournal.com

Mitchell fine arts center’s grand opening delayed

MITCHELL, S.D. (AP) — The grand opening of Mitchell’s $15.3 million fine arts center has been de-
layed about three months, but the facility will be open for events and students on Feb. 1.

Work on the center began in June 2015, The Daily Republic (http://bit.ly/2iL3pkC) reported.

Some construction delays caused the Jan. 15 grand opening to be canceled. Superintendent Joe
Graves said it will now be held on April 9 so all of the donors can attend.

Graves said a few minor touches are left to complete the facility and then all of the equipment can be
moved in.

“It's good to have it done,” Graves said.

The first event in the new facility will be the Palace City Jazz Festival on Feb. 7. Other major events
include Mitchell High School’s all-school talent show Feb. 24 and the Show Choir Classic on March 18.

Mitchell High School band director Ryan Stahl is disappointed with the delay, but excited to get into
the facility in February.

“I'm probably more content with the fact that they're really making sure everything’s is right, and not
sidestepping any processes and making sure it's done the way it's supposed to,” Stahle said.

Adding that the delay “is a small price to pay for eventually getting in there and use those facilities.”

Information from: The Daily Republic, http://www.mitchellrepublic.com

Ethics measure supporters take aim at Republican lawmakers
By JAMES NORD, Associated Press

PIERRE, S.D. (AP) — South Dakota Democrats lost big in November, but Roxanne Weber celebrated
a surprise victory when her favorite ballot measure narrowly passed. Now, she’s questioning her vote’s
value as Republican lawmakers discuss dismantling the government ethics initiative just months later.

The 48-year-old Pierre resident went from handing out informational packets on the initiative this
summer to freezing outside a Capitol rally last week urging lawmakers not to repeal it. It's part of a
broader campaign aimed at saving the measure by pressuring lawmakers not to overturn the voters’
will.

The same afternoon, Republican Gov. Dennis Daugaard said in his State of the State address he will
support efforts to repeal and replace the initiative, which instituted a public campaign finance system,
tightened campaign finance and lobbying laws and created an ethics commission.

Top Republican lawmakers have taken aim in the Statehouse and in state court, which put the initia-
tive on hold while the challenge from two dozen GOP legislators and others moves forward. The gover-
nor has criticized the campaign to pass the measure as deceptive and said voters were “hoodwinked.”

A little over 51 percent of voters supported the initiative.
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“For the Legislature to turn around and say, ‘Well, you weren’t a smart enough voter to vote for this
measure, but you were smart enough to vote me in office,” that’s just hypocritical,” said Weber, a soft-
ware engineer. “That's not representing us. That’s doing whatever they want.”

Work to save the law, named Initiated Measure 22, is ramping up. South Dakotans for Integrity, which
supported the proposal, hired a lobbyist and have said they’re prepared to fight for it at the Capitol and
again at the ballot box if needed.

A different pro-initiative group organized the rally of roughly a dozen people on the legislative ses-
sion’s opening day. Volunteers plan to attend events in certain districts to speak with lawmakers, said
Doug Kronaizl, spokesman for Represent South Dakota.

The group is a local chapter of Represent.Us. The Massachusetts-based organization works to reduce
the influence of money in politics and pumped hundreds of thousands of dollars into the South Dakota
ballot measure campaign.

Represent.Us didn't say how much money it’s willing to put up to rescue the law.

The group has spent roughly $15,000 so far in January. Their efforts include newspaper advertise-
ments critical of several Republican lawmakers, mail pieces and telephone calls and a video targeting
two Senate Republicans who are part of the lawsuit against the initiative, according to secretary of
state’s office records.

“The ads are meant make people notice, hold opponents of anti-corruption reform accountable and
stop them from overturning the election results,” Kronaizl said.

Republican Sen. Deb Peters, who was featured in online video and newspaper ads intended to shame
her for being part of the lawsuit challenging the initiative, said the measure supporters are “trying to
protect a political investment.”

The GOP lawsuit argues that provisions in the law run afoul of the state or federal constitutions — or
both.

The pro-initiative group also ran a full-page ad in the Sioux Falls Argus Leader and sent mailers urg-
ing Senate Majority Leader Blake Curd to release emails about contracts between the state and Sioux
Falls Specialty Hospital, of which Curd is an owner. They charge that Curd is now suing to destroy the
law created to “combat this kind of questionable activity.” Curd has said he wasn’t involved in contract
negotiations.

“This attempt at pressure from an external entity doesn’t have any real basis here in South Dakota,
(and) doesn’t change my opinion that this is a constitutional violation in its current form,” said Curd, a
plaintiff in the lawsuit.

Kyrgyzstan ministry says cargo plane crash Kkills 37
By LEILA SARALAYEVA, Associated Press

BISHKEK, Kyrgyzstan (AP) — A Turkish cargo plane crashed Monday in a residential area just outside
the main airport in Kyrgyzstan, killing 37 people on the ground and in the plane, the Emergency Situ-
ations Ministry said.

The Boeing 747 crashed on approach to the Manas airport, south of the capital, Bishkek.

Reports of the death toll ranged from 37 people, according to emergency officials in the Central Asian
nation, to 31 reported by the presidential press office which also said rescue teams had recovered parts
of nine bodies. Fifteen people including six children have been hospitalized.

Footage from the scene showed the plane’s nose stuck inside a brick house and large chunks of debris
scattered around. A dozen body bags were laid out on the ground in the yard of one of the homes. A
car parked nearby was mangled, and a fridge lying open nearby.

Kyrgyz Emergency Situations Minister Kubatbek Boronov said that 23 out of 43 houses in the village
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have been destroyed. Several dozen private houses are near the fence separating the cottages from
the runway.

The Manas airport has been considerably expanded since the United States began to operate a mili-
tary installation there, using it primarily for its operations in Afghanistan. The U.S. handed the base
over to the Kyrgyz military in 2014.

“I woke up because of a bright red light outside,” Baktygul Kurbatova, who was slightly injured, told
local television. "I couldn’t understand what was happening. It turns out the ceiling and the walls were
crashing on us. I was so scared but I managed to cover my son’s face with my hands so that debris
would not fall on him.”

More than 1,000 rescue workers were at the scene by late morning, Abulgaziyev said.

The cause of the crash was not immediately clear. Emergency Situations Minister Boronov told report-
ers that it was foggy at Manas when the plane came down but weather conditions were not critical.

One of the two flight recorders has been recovered at the scene, the office of the Kyrgyz prime min-
ister said on Monday afternoon.

The plane, which had departed from Hong Kong, belonged to Istanbul-based cargo company ACT
Airlines. It said in an emailed statement that the cause was unknown.

Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu on Monday called his Kyrgyz counterpart, Erlan Abdildaey,
to offer Turkey’s condolences, the Turkish Foreign Ministry said.

The Turkish transportation ministry said it was sending two experts from its accident investigation
board to Bishkek to assist Kyrgyz authorities.

The statement followed a telephone call between the Turkish and Kyrgyz transportations ministers,
during which the Turkish minister conveyed his condolences and offered “every kind of support” to
Kyrgyzstan.

Suzan Fraser contributed to this report from Ankara.

Inauguration in sight, Trump continues Twitter assault
By STEVE PEOPLES, Associated Press

NEW YORK (AP) — His inauguration days away, President-elect Donald Trump is continuing to lash
out at critics in the intelligence community and Democrats in Congress who are vowing to skip his
swearing-in ceremony.

The tough-talking Republican questioned whether the CIA director himself was “the leaker of fake
news” in a Sunday night tweet.

The extraordinary criticism from the incoming president came hours after CIA chief John Brennan
charged that Trump lacks a full understanding of the threat Moscow poses to the United States, deliv-
ering a public lecture to the president-elect that further highlighted the bitter state of Trump’s relations
with American intelligence agencies.

“Now that he’s going to have an opportunity to do something for our national security as opposed to
talking and tweeting, he’s going to have tremendous responsibility to make sure that U.S. and national
security interests are protected,” Brennan said on “Fox News Sunday,” warning that the president-
elect’s impulsivity could be dangerous.

Trump shot back in a Twitter post Sunday, saying: “Oh really, couldnt do much worse - just look at
Syria (red line), Crimea, Ukraine and the build-up of Russian nukes. Not good! Was this the leaker of
Fake News?”
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The president-elect remained behind closed doors in his Manhattan high rise for the weekend as his
team worked to answer questions about his plans at home and abroad once he’s sworn into office on
Friday.

Among Trump’s immediate challenges: the United States’ complicated relationship with Russia, craft-
ing an affordable health care alternative that doesn't strip coverage from millions of Americans and
dealing with an assertion by Rep. John Lewis, a civil rights icon, that his election was not legitimate.

Without providing details, Trump promised his plan to replace the nation’s health care law would pro-
vide universal coverage, according to a Washington Post interview published late Sunday.

“We're going to have insurance for everybody,” he said. “"There was a philosophy in some circles that
if you can't pay for it, you don't get it. That’s not going to happen with us.”

Meanwhile, several Democrats in Congress vowed to skip Trump’s inauguration.

“There will be many more members who join us in this decision,” Rep. Jared Huffman, D-Calif., wrote
Saturday on his Facebook page.

Trump’s lieutenants pushed back hard, particularly against Rep. John Lewis, D-Ga., a civil rights leg-
end who said Russian interference in Trump’s election delegitimizes his presidency.

"I think it's incredibly disappointing and I think it's irresponsible for people like himself to question the
legitimacy of the next United States president,” incoming White House chief of staff Reince Priebus said
of Lewis on ABC's “This Week,” insisting that Republicans did not question the legitimacy of President
Barack Obama’s victory eight years ago. Vice President-elect Mike Pence said on “Fox News Sunday”
that he hopes Lewis will change his mind and attend.

Priebus later acknowledged that conservatives — led by Trump himself — spent years questioning
Obama’s eligibility to serve as president, suggesting he was not born in the United States.

Trump has done little to encourage unity in recent days, instead inflaming tensions with his critics
through a series of tweets. The incoming president tweeted Saturday that Lewis should pay more at-
tention to his “crime ridden” Atlanta-area district, adding that the civil rights leader was “all talk.”

Questions about Trump’s relationship with Russia have dominated the days leading up to his inaugura-
tion.

Ret. Gen. Michael Flynn, who is set to become Trump’s national security adviser, has been in frequent
contact with Russia’s ambassador to the U.S. in recent weeks, including on the day the Obama admin-
istration hit Moscow with sanctions in retaliation for the alleged election hacking, a senior U.S. official
said.

After initially denying the contact took place, Trump’s team publicly acknowledged the conversations
on Sunday.

“The conversations that took place at that time were not in any way related to the new U.S. sanctions
against Russia or the expulsion of diplomats,” said Pence.

Repeated contacts just as Obama imposed sanctions would raise questions about whether Trump’s
team discussed — or even helped shape — Russia’s response. Russian President Vladimir Putin unex-
pectedly did not retaliate against the U.S. for the sanctions or the expulsion of 35 Russian diplomats, a
decision Trump quickly praised.

Trump has repeatedly called for a better relationship between the U.S. and Putin’s government. He
suggested in an interview with The Wall Street Journal on Friday that he'd consider easing the latest
sanctions on Russia.

I think he has to be mindful that he does not have a full appreciation and understanding of what the
implications are of going down that road,” Brennan said.
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South Korea seeks arrest of Samsung scion in graft scandal
By YOUKYUNG LEE, AP Business Writer

SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — In a departure from the leniency typically given South Korean big busi-
nesses, prosecutors on Monday requested the arrest of the de facto head of Samsung Electronics,
the country’s most valuable company, in an influence-peddling scandal that has toppled the country’s
president.

Lee Jae-yong, the 48-year-old vice chairman at Samsung Electronics, faces allegations of embezzle-
ment, of lying under oath during a parliamentary hearing and of offering a bribe of 43 billion won ($36
million) to a long-time friend of impeached President Park Geun-hye, according to Lee Kyu-chul, a
spokesman for a special prosecutors’ team investigating the political scandal.

It will surprise many that prosecutors requested the arrest of the man who symbolizes the future of
South Korea’s most important chaebol, as family-controlled conglomerates are known. Such leaders
tend to be treated as vital for the national economy.

Samsung Electronics is South Korea’s most successful company and a source of pride for many who
equate its huge global success with national prestige. The company has gone through a rough patch in
the past half-year, however, after its latest premium smartphone was found to be prone to catching fire.

Prosecutors understood worries that Lee’s arrest could hurt the economy, but “we believed that it was
even more important to carry out justice,” Lee, the spokesman at the special prosecutors’ team, told
reporters.

A Seoul court said it will review the prosecutors’ request on Wednesday. The request takes two to
three days to review, according to a Seoul court official in charge of arrest warrants who declined to
give his name because of office rules.

“The public demand that chaebol, especially Samsung, should not be an exception and that everyone
should be equal before laws has become stronger,” said Kim Sang-jo, executive director of Solidarity for
Economic Reforms, a private watchdog on big businesses. “Prosecutors and judicial institutions cannot
ignore the huge pressure from the public.”

Samsung allegedly donated funds to various entities controlled by Choi Soon-sil, the jailed secretive
confidante of the president, including two non-profit foundations and a winter sports center run by
Choi’s niece. This allegedly happened while the company was seeking the government’s help with a
leadership succession within the Samsung group to Lee Jae-yong from his father who has been hospi-
talized for more than two years.

Part of the money given to Choi allegedly was embezzled by the Samsung vice chairman, the spokes-
man for the prosecutors said. He declined to disclose the exact amount.

Samsung said it has never made donations to win favors.

Prosecutors also indicted ex-health minister Moon Hyung-pyo on Monday on charges he abused his
power to compel the national pension fund to support a contentious Samsung merger in 2015.

“We cannot accept the special prosecutors’ argument that there were unlawful favors related to the
merger or the leadership succession,” Samsung said in a statement.

The investigation of the Samsung chief could also target Park. Her impeachment is under review by
the Constitutional Court, which will decide whether to restore her power or force her from office. The
prosecutors’ spokesman said investigators had evidence proving that Park shared wealth with Choi
and was an accomplice in the Samsung bribery case. They plan to summon Park and will then decide
whether to name her as a suspect in the Samsung case, he said.

The national pension fund is the biggest shareholder in Samsung C&T. Its vote in favor of the com-
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pany’s merger with Cheil Industries helped facilitate Samsung’s leadership succession, allowing Lee
Jae-yong to increase his control over Samsung Electronics without spending any of his own money.
Smaller shareholders said the merger unfairly benefited Samsung founding family members and hurt
minority shareholders.

Samsung sought “unlawful favors” related to “leadership succession,” the prosecutors’ spokesman
said.

Samsung Electronics was founded by Lee Jae-yong’s grandfather. The younger Lee has been serving
as its de facto head since his father suffered a heart attack in 2014.

Other leaders at Samsung, Hyundai Motor and SK, including Lee’s father Lee Kun-hee, have been
convicted in the past for embezzlement or tax evasion. But most avoided imprisonment and later won
pardons from presidents who worried that the economy might suffer if they were jailed.

In turn, the businesses often responded to such pardons by announcing big investments or jobs. A
former South Korean president pardoned Lee Kun-heg, the ailing Samsung chairman, in 2009, in hopes
he would help South Korea win a bid to host the Winter Olympic games.

He was reinstated as a member of the International Olympic Committee after the pardon and South
Korea won the bid to host the 2018 Winter Olympics games in Pyeongchang.

Follow Youkyung Lee: www.twitter.com/YKLeeAP

Revelers, rally-goers to clog DC for Trump’s inauguration
By JESSICA GRESKO, Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — Hundreds of thousands of people are expected to clog the nation’s capital for
Donald Trump’s inauguration and a major demonstration the day after, but how many will actually ar-
rive to party or protest is an open question.

Officials estimate that 800,000 to 900,000 people will be present Friday for the inauguration, a cele-
bration that takes over the city, closing roads, taxing the city’s Metro transit system and making getting
around difficult. Trump himself has promised “massive crowds” but just what that will mean is unclear.

Hundreds of thousands of others are expected Saturday for the Women'’s March on Washington.

Trump showed he could draw crowds during the campaign, but his supporters weren’t so quick to
make plans to be in Washington for his inauguration.

Elliott Ferguson, the president of Destination DC, the city’s convention and tourism bureau, said that
before Election Day hotels had more events tentatively planned for a Hillary Clinton victory than a Don-
ald Trump one. And when Trump won, the “level of enthusiasm” and demand for hotel rooms did not
immediately reach that of past recent inaugurations, he said.

“No one’s phones were ringing” on the day after the election, he said.

Things started to pick up after New Year’s but some hotels have cut back minimum-night stays from
four nights to two. Some hotels are only 50 percent full, though higher-end hotels apparently have
more bookings, he said.

“It's been much, much slower than anyone would have anticipated for a first-term president,” he said.

Saturday’s march has helped drive more reservations, he said.

“The moment it was confirmed it was happening in the city our hotels were seeing reservations take
place,” he said.

City planners are betting that Trump’s inauguration is more like President Barack Obama’s second in-
auguration in 2013, which drew more than 800,000, rather than Obama’s first in 2009, which drew 1.8
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million people. But while officials have experience and historical data to draw on to estimate crowds for
Friday, guessing how many people will show up for Saturday’s demonstration is harder. Women’s March
on Washington organizers said in applying for a demonstration permit that they expected 200,000
people.

Christopher Geldart, the District of Columbia’s homeland security director, thinks the march will draw
more than that. Some 1,800 buses have registered to park in the city on Jan. 21, which would mean
nearly 100,000 people coming in just by bus, Geldart said. Amtrak trains into and out of the city are
also fully booked on that day, Geldart said.

“Usually when I look at things like that, that tells me we've got a pretty substantial crowd coming in.
That leads me to believe we're definitely above the 200,000-person mark,” Geldart said.

In contrast, approximately 400 buses have registered to park in the city on Inauguration Day, said
Terry Owens, a spokesman for the District Department of Transportation, though he said that number
is growing daily.

For their part, march organizers are trying to get a headcount by asking people who plan to partici-
pate to fill out a questionnaire on their website. That will help ensure they have the right number of
things like portable toilets, medical tents and food trucks, said Janaye Ingram, who is handling march
logistics. More than 100,000 people have already registered using the form, Ingram said.

Rally, a New York City-based transportation company that connects people with bus rides to events,
has organized many of the buses coming to Washington for Saturday’s march. The tally includes buses
from more than 200 cities in 26 states. The company’s president and co-founder Siheun Song said the
northeastern portion of the United States has “largely become sold out of motor coaches” for the day.
Demand is so great the company is using school buses to bring people to the march from Maryland,
she said.

“In six years of doing business we've never seen buses get sold out so quickly,” she said.

For its part, the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority, which runs the city’s rail and bus
system, is planning an all-day effort to move people on Inauguration Day. The system is opening at 4
a.m. — an hour earlier than normal — and running rush hour service for 17 hours until 9 p.m. But the
system hasn't seen a need to change its usual Saturday operations. The rail system will open at 7 a.m.,
its normal time for the day, and run on a regular Saturday schedule.

Associated Press reporter Ben Nuckols contributed to this report.

Follow Jessica Gresko on Twitter at https://twitter.com/jessicagresko

Oman says it accepts 10 Guantanamo Bay inmates at US request
By JON GAMBRELL, Associated Press

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates (AP) — Oman said Monday it accepted 10 inmates from the U.S. prison
at Guantanamo Bay ahead of President Barack Obama leaving office, part of his efforts to shrink the
facility he promised to close.

There was no immediate word from the U.S. Defense Department about the transfer.

Oman’s Foreign Ministry said in a statement carried by the state-run Oman News Agency that it had
accepted the prisoners at Obama’s request. It did not name the prisoners.

Omani and U.S. military officials did not immediately respond to a request for comment from The As-
sociated Press.
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The sultanate of Oman, on the eastern edge of the Arabian Peninsula, previously accepted 10 Guan-
tanamo prisoners from Yemen in January 2016. Oman also took another six in June 2015. Meanwhile,
Oman’s neighbor Saudi Arabia took four prisoners on Jan. 5 and the United Arab Emirates took 15
prisoners in the largest-single transfer during Obama’s administration on Aug. 15.

Oman, ruled by Sultan Qaboos bin Said since 1970, has served as an interlocutor between the West
and Iran. It also has negotiated a number of prisoner releases in recent years for Western countries.

Yemen, the Arab world’s poorest country, remains in the grips of a civil war and a Saudi-led military
offensive against the rebels — making returning Guantanamo inmates there impossible.

Days earlier, authorities said 19 of the remaining 55 prisoners at the U.S. military base in Cuba were
cleared for release and could be freed in the final days of Obama’s presidency.

It was part of an effort by Obama to shrink the prison since he couldn't close it.

U.S. President-elect Donald Trump said during his campaign that he not only wants to keep Guanta-
namo open but “load it up with some bad dudes.”

The U.S. began using its military base on southeast Cuba’s isolated, rocky coast to hold prisoners
captured during the Afghanistan invasion, bringing the first planeload on Jan. 11, 2002, and reaching
a peak 18 months later of nearly 680.

There were 242 prisoners when Obama took office in 2009, pledging to close what became a source
of international criticism over the mistreatment of detainees and the notion of holding people indefi-
nitely, most without charge.

Obama was unable to close Guantanamo because of Congressional opposition to holding any of the
men in the United States. That ultimately became a ban on transferring them to U.S. soil for any rea-
son, including trial, making the failure to close the detention center part of his legacy.

The majority of Guantanamo prisoners released have been sent to Afghanistan, Saudi Arabia and
Pakistan.

Follow Jon Gambrell on Twitter at www.twitter.com/jongambrellap. His work can be found at http://
apne.ws/2galNpz.

Obama speaks on Israel, Trump in last White House interview
By VIVIAN SALAMA, Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — The increase of Israeli settlements has “gotten so substantial” that it is inhibit-
ing the possibility for an “effective, contiguous Palestinian state,” President Barack Obama said Sunday,
in his final interview as president.

Speaking to CBS' “60 Minutes,” Obama dismissed the idea that there is a “major rupture” in the rela-
tionship between the United States and Israel after last month’s decision by the U.S. to abstain from a
United Nations vote condemning Israeli settlements.

“Because of our investment in the region, and because we care so deeply about Israel, I think (the
U.S.) has a legitimate interest in saying to a friend, ‘This is a problem,” Obama said. “It would have
long-term consequences for peace and security in the region, and the United States.”

The outgoing president reflected on his legacy and his biggest challenges during his eight years in
office during the hourlong interview. A number of his policies — from health care to his contentious
relationship with Israel — could be short-lived as President-elect Donald Trump becomes the 45th presi-
dent later this week and vows to reverse some of those policies.

Trump has been vocal about his disapproval of many of Obama’s policies, often voicing his disagree-
ment or engaging in public disputes with the president on Twitter. Most recently, Trump lashed out
over hypothetical comments Obama made that he would beat Trump if they ran against each other in
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a general election.

Over the holidays, Trump accused Obama of throwing up “inflammatory” roadblocks during the transi-
tion of power and his administration of treating Israel with “total disdain.”

Obama acknowledged it's been an “unusual” transition, adding, "I suspect the president-elect would
agree with that.”

“We are moving into an era where a lot of people get their information through tweets and soundbites
and some headline that comes over their phone,” the president said. “There’s a power in that. There’s
also a danger — what generates a headline or stirs up a controversy and gets attention isn't the same
as the process required to actually solve the problem.”

He warned people not to “underestimate the guy” and urged congressional Republicans and Trump
supporters around the country to be sure “that as we go forward, certain norms, certain institutional
traditions don't get eroded, because there’s a reason they're in place.”

Obama said there needs to be a focus on “making sure that our democracy stays healthy, and making
sure that we maintain that sense of solidarity.”

With that, he said he’s been “disturbed” about intelligence reports over Russia hacking the U.S. elec-
tion.

*I have been concerned about the degree to which, in some circles, you've seen people suggest that
Vladimir Putin has more credibility than the U.S. government,” he said. “You're not going to be able to
make good decisions without building some relationship of trust between yourself and that community.”

Obama also reflected on his approach to the civil war in Syria, as it approaches its sixth year with
hundreds of thousands dead and millions displaced around the world.

The president acknowledged that his “red line” declaration about the use of chemical weapons by
Syrian President Bashar Assad’s government wasn't in his 2012 speech and that he didn't have to use
those words. They later prompted harsh criticism, since the U.S. did not follow through on the threat.

“I would have, I think, made a bigger mistake if I had said, ‘Eh, chemical weapons. That doesn't really
change my calculus,” he said. "And regardless of how it ended up playing, I think, in the Beltway, what
is true is Assad got rid of his chemical weapons.”

A look at how Trump might shake things up in Asia
By CHRISTOPHER BODEEN, Associated Press

BEIJING (AP) — Donald Trump has offered views on U.S. relations with Asia that could indicate radical
shifts in long-standing policy toward the region. From opposing free trade agreements to confronting
China and questioning Japan-South Korea alliances, he appears set to be charting a course far different
from previous administrations.

Yet, in other areas, including North Korea, India and Pakistan, Trump appears ready to carry forward
well-established U.S. policy. As Trump prepares to be sworn-in as president on Friday, here is a look at
some of the stand-out issues and how developments might play out:

TRADE — Trump says he plans to scrap the 12-nation trade pact known as the Trans Pacific Partner-
ship agreement, or TPP. The pact was the centerpiece of the Obama administration’s outreach policy
to America’s Asian partners known as “the pivot,” which also involves a greater military commitment
to the region.

Obama said the TPP would allow the U.S. to impose higher labor, environmental and human-rights
standards, as well as give U.S. businesses access to some of the fastest-growing economies. The deal
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would have slashed 18,000 taxes that other countries impose on American goods and services, but
Congress failed to act amid skepticism from both Republicans and Democrats.

Trump’s opposition to free-trade agreements has fueled fears of protectionism and puts him at odds
not only with U.S. trading partners but also with many in the Republican Party. Killing the TPP may open
the way for other regional free-trade initiatives, including those pushed by rival China.

“With the U.S. withdrawing from TPP, Japan will have to redesign its external economic policy,” said
Harukata Takenaka, politics professor at National Graduate Institute for Policy Studies. Other options
“may not be easy,” Takenaka said.

CHINA — Trump raised China in speech after speech during his campaign, at times accusing the coun-
try of ripping America off in trade and threatening a 45 percent tariff on all Chinese imports.

Things turned far more serious after his election win when he took a phone call from the president
of self-governing Taiwan, upending four decades of diplomatic protocol barring such direct contacts.
Critics accused him of ignoring the “one-China policy,” long considered unassailable in China-U.S. rela-
tions, to which Trump responded by questioning why the U.S. should be bound by such an arrangement
without economic incentives.

He again touched on the issue in an interview with The Wall Street Journal published Friday, saying
“everything is under negotiation, including ‘one China.”” While the Chinese government’s response was
muted, the official China Daily newspaper said he was “playing with fire.”

Trump has also criticized the Chinese military’s island-building program in the South China Sea, and
accused it of blocking U.S. imports through high taxes and manipulating its currency to the detriment
of American exports.

ALLTIANCES WITH JAPAN AND SOUTH KOREA — Trump raised eyebrows during the campaign when
he appeared to question the inviolability of long-standing U.S. military alliances with Japan and South
Korea, seen as bulwarks against North Korea’s military threats and China’s push for regional domi-
nance. The two were included in a list of countries that Trump said he would be “respectfully asking ...
to pay more for the tremendous security we provide them.”

During the campaign, Trump suggested Japan and South Korea should obtain nuclear weapons so the
U.S. would no longer be burdened with the costs of defending them, a disquieting notion in many Asian
capitals. But after Trump’s election win, Japan’s Shinzo Abe became the first foreign leader to meet with
him, sitting down in Trump Tower with the business mogul and his daughter, Ivanka.

Japan is concerned about how spill-over from China-U.S. conflicts might affect its economy and for-
eign relations, possibly compelling it to play a larger role in regional security, said Harukata Takenaka,
politics professor at National Graduate Institute for Policy Studies. “Trump measures would be the top
priority for Prime Minister Abe this year. The biggest question is that Trump is unpredictable,” he said.

NORTH KOREA'S NUCLEAR THREAT — Trump’s approach to North Korea probably offers the least di-
vergence from previous administrations, but he faces stark choices on countering North Korean leader
Kim Jong Un’s missile threat. After Kim, announced in his annual New Year’s address that the country
had reached the “final stages” of developing an intercontinental ballistic missile, Trump responded by
Twitte