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The cardboard/paper
recycling trailer at the school is Closed

Kristi Peterson Bookkeeping
Simple Solutions for YOU

605/216-4474 ~ peterson4@nvc.net

Open: Recycling Trailer in Groton
The recycling trailer is located at 10 East Rail-

road Ave. 
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Apts for Rent
1 bedroom and HUGE 2 bedroom, 2 bath apart-

ments available NOW! All utilities included except A/C, 
1 bedroom $504 and HUGE 2 bedroom 2 bath $674 
Please call or text  239-849-7674 

Monday, Jan. 2
Emmanuel Lutheran Church: Bible Study 

at 6:30 a.m.

Tuesday, Jan. 3
Senior Menu: Meatballs, mashed potatoes and 

gravy, carrots, fruit cocktail, whole wheat bread.
Boys’ Basketball at Webster Area (C game 

at 5:15 p.m., JV at 6:30 p.m. with varsity game 
to follow)

City Council meeting at Groton Community 
Center at 7 p.m.

Wednesday, Jan. 4
Senior Menu: Creamed chicken, buttermilk 

biscuit, peas, pineapple/mandarin orange sauce, 
peanut butter cookie.

School Breakfast: Pancake on stick, fruit, 
juice, milk.

School Lunch: Hamburgers, wedge fries, fruit, 
carrots and dip.

United Methodist Church, Groton: Kid Zone 
at 3:30 p.m., Evening Bible Study at 7 p.m.

Emmanuel Lutheran Church, Groton: Sarah 
Circle at 5 p.m., League at 6:30 p.m., Confirma-
tion at 7 p.m.

St. John’s Lutheran Church: Ladies Aid/LWML 
at 1:30 p.m., Confirmation at 3:45 p.m.

Thursday, Jan. 5
Senior Menu: Beef stroganoff noodles, mixed 

vegetables, fruited Jell-O salad, whole wheat 
bread.

School Breakfast: Cinnamon roll, yogurt, fruit, 
juice, milk.

School Lunch: Turkey gravy, mashed potatoes, 
corn, tea bun, fruit.

Emmanuel Lutheran Church: Nigeria Circle 
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Resolve to Replace Your Bad Financial Habits
By Nathaniel Sillin

Most people have at least one bad financial habit. Whether it’s impulse shopping, forgetting to pay bills on time 
or putting off building that emergency fund, balancing what you want to do and what you “should” do is never 
easy. The new year is the perfect time to identify potential financial weak points and replace bad habits with pro-
ductive ones.

Start by identifying your bad habits. Sometimes a bad financial habit is easy to identify. For example, there might 
be a growing stack of bills in the kitchen that you willfully ignore. Others may be subtler, or perhaps they’ve become 
so ingrained that you do them without thinking twice.

Not sure where to start? Looking through your previous months’ expenses can help you identify expensive trends 
or one-off purchases that are part of a larger theme. Online or paper bank statements can make this particularly 
simple. If you have a budget, you likely already compare projected spending with actual spending on a monthly 
basis, if not, this might be a good time to start.

You might recognize a few of these common bad financial habits in your life:
Paying bills after the due date.
Paying only the minimum required on bills.
Ignoring bills and letting them go to collections.
Putting off saving for retirement or for a rainy day.
Impulse shopping or “retail therapy.”
Not keeping track of how much debt you have.
Taking on debt to pay for something you don’t currently need.
Ultimately, all of these lead to spending more than you earn and in some cases, bad habits can have a cascad-

ing effect.

Try to figure out what’s driving your behavior. You might need to figure out what triggers your behavior and the 
reward you perceive afterward before you can change a habit. However, triggers and rewards aren’t always obvious.

For example, you might buy big-ticket items when they’re on sale because you want to feel like you’re accom-
plishing something by “saving” so much. Perhaps you could foster a similar feeling of accomplishment by investing 
the money in a tax-deferred retirement account and calculating how much it’ll be worth after years of compound 
interest.

Aim for these healthy financial habits. What habits should you try to adopt? Budgeting is certainly a worthy activity, 
but also consider the following mix of behaviors and specific objectives that can help keep your finances in order.

Pay bills on time. In addition to avoiding late-payment fees, making on-time payments is one of the most impor-
tant factors in determining your credit score.

Make paying down debt a priority. Rather than accruing interest, make a point to pay down debts as quickly as 
possible.

Build and maintain an emergency fund. Having three to six months’ worth of living expenses in savings can help 
cushion the blow from a financial or personal setback. You could start with a goal to put $1,000 aside and then 
build towards the full emergency fund.

Save for retirement. You can put aside a percentage of your income for retirement and invest the money within 
a tax-advantage account, such as a 401(k) or IRA. Find a comfortable contribution amount to start with, and then 
try to increase it at least once during the year.

Plan your large purchases. To help prevent impulse shopping from draining your budget, resolve to wait at least 
one day before buying anything that costs over $100 (or whatever amount makes sense for your budget). If you 
know there’s a large purchase coming up, start saving early by setting a little money aside from each paycheck.

You might consider asking others for input during this process. Especially if you’re having trouble identifying a 
bad habit or finding the motivation to change, sometimes an outside perspective can help.

Bottom line: Make a resolution to replace your bad financial habits with healthy ones this year. Start by identifying 
the habits you want to change and trying to figure out the trigger and reward that surround the behavior. Then, 
try to replace that behavior with something positive. After identifying and trying to change your personal financial 
habits, you might want to consider the financial practices you share with a spouse or significant other.

Nathaniel Sillin directs Visa’s financial education programs. To follow Practical Money Skills on Twitter: www.
twitter.com/PracticalMoney.
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Thinking About Health
By Trudy Lieberman, Rural Health News Service

Changing Obamacare Likely To Mean Higher Costs,  Less Coverage – or Both
Lori Eng, a 62-year-old office manager who works in western Nebraska, sent an email not long ago telling me 

she was “terrified” she might loose her Obamacare health insurance.  The many horror stories passed along in the 
media had frightened her, and she wanted me to hear from someone who had benefitted from the law.

No wonder Eng is scared.  Ever since the Affordable Care Act passed almost seven years ago, opponents, mostly 
Republicans, have vowed to repeal the law and replace it with a different plan. The November election results now 
make that a possibility.

Eng didn’t have health insurance before the Affordable Care Act came along.  Her four-day - a - week job did 
not provide it, and her salary - less than $20,000 a year - was too low for her to swing an insurance premium. She 
bought her first Obamacare policy from one of the insurance co-ops that operated in Iowa and Nebraska that was 
supposed to offer cheaper coverage. It did - until it collapsed. With her government subsidy, she was able to buy 
a plan for only $50. She also qualified for an extra subsidy to help pay her deductible and coinsurance.

When the co-op failed, as most eventually did, she got a similar plan the next year from another company. Be-
cause her subsidy had increased, she paid only $34 each month. That year Eng was diagnosed with breast cancer, 
and her treatment, which included chemotherapy and a double mastectomy, cost around $200,000.  She paid just 
$1,450 out of pocket.

This year, marketplace realities hit home. Premiums and deductibles were going up a lot. She found a plan with 
a relatively small deductible; but still must pay 20 percent coinsurance on everything until she reaches $2,250, the 
policy’s out-of-pocket limit.  Other plans had much higher out-of-pocket limits, a risk she couldn’t take considering 
her health.

“I’m hanging on by my toenails until I get Medicare if it’s still there when I’m able to get it,” Eng told me.
Because of people like Eng, it’s unlikely Congress will simply repeal the existing law without creating a new plan 

to help out people with Obamacare policies.  What it will be is anyone’s guess. But if it follows the thinking laid out 
by Georgia Rep. Tom Price, the incoming Secretary of Health and Human Services, it might well mean people will 
pay more.

Price proposes scrapping the individual mandate that requires nearly everyone to carry health insurance and 
eliminating the federal subsidies that make insurance premiums affordable for people like Eng. Instead, policyhold-
ers would be given tax credits to help buy insurance. Whether the credits would be adequate, given how high 
premiums are now, is an open question. More insurance policies would be offered with health savings accounts; 
a tax-advantaged arrangement consumers would use to pay most of their bills. It would be combined with high-
deductible insurance for catastrophic medical bills.

A new plan would continue to let people with pre-existing health conditions obtain coverage, but there might be 
strings attached. They might need to have been covered for a certain period, like 18 months, before obtaining new 
coverage. Insurers want to stop people from signing up when they get sick.

The minimum benefits now required for Obamacare policies might become a thing of the past. That means in-
surers could offer cheaper coverage without maternity or psychiatric care or other services that will make policies 
cheaper and possibly more attractive to younger people.

Older people could end up paying a lot more. Currently the law prohibits insurers from charging older policyholders 
more than three times what they charge younger ones who are presumably in better health. Under a new version 
of Obamacare older people could pay five times more.       

Keep in mind no health system is perfect. Every system has the same stresses and strains resulting from increas-
ing drug prices, high-priced technology and physician demands for more money. How countries address those cost 
pressures involves trade-offs.

All countries, including ours, limit medical services, a point to remember when the spin takes over in the Obamacare 
war. Other countries may have a fixed number of very expensive imaging machines available in a particular hospital 
or community, so queues form for some kinds of treatments.  In the U.S., the cost of care limits who receives it. If 
you can’t afford some high-priced scan or have no insurance, chances are you won’t get the service.

I’m not a betting person, but if I had to wager on an Obamacare replacement, I would bet it would almost cer-
tainly mean Eng and millions of others will assume more of the financial burden for their care.    

How do you think Obamacare should change? Write to Trudy at trudy.lieberman@gmail.com.
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Dental van coming to Aberdeen Jan. 16-20, 2017
Dental care is available to children ages 0 to 21 when the CASSP (Children and Adolescent Service Sys-

tem Program) Dental Van comes to Aberdeen Jan. 16-20, 2017.

Appointments can be made now by calling Vicki Holley, program coordinator, at (605) 622-5722. Dental 
care includes evaluation and treatment, which will be scheduled and done while the van is in Aberdeen.

The CASSP Dental Van will be located at Avera Dakota Medical Square  815 1th Ave, SE (directly east of 
the Family Y). No child is turned away for inability to pay.

Children can qualify if:
•	 They do not have a dental home 
•	 They have not seen a dentist  for two years or more in the Aberdeen area 
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October Students of the Month
The student council is sponsoring Student of the Month.  Each month the faculty select students who 

show outstanding academic achievement.  These students receive certificates and have an end of the 
year lunch with the principal.

Andrew Marzahn, sixth grade, is the son of Wade and Renee Marzahn, Groton. His siblings are Bre-
anna, Landon and Nicole.

Andrew is involved in football, basketball, Robotics, 4-H, band, and St. Elizabeth Ann Seton youth group. 
His has been on the honor roll and earned first place on the Robotics team. He is involved in sports, ar-
chery, robotics and friends. Science is his favorite subject and his future plans include getting a major in 
pre-veterinarian at SDSU. Landon Marzahn is his role model.

Stella Meier, seventh grade, is the daughter of Dr. Anna and Brett Schwan, Groton, and Nicholas Meier. 
Her siblings are Lydia Meier, Ryder Schwan and Ivan Schwan. 

She is involved in volleyball, MathCounts and is a basketball statistician. Her accomplishments are 
advanced math and honor roll. Her interests are volleyball, reading, baking and cooking. Science is her 
favorite subject and she plans to be a pharmacist. Her mom is her role model.

Alexis Hanten, eighth grade, is the daughter of Cody and Sarah Hanten, Groton. Her siblings are Caleb, 
Teagan and Gavin.

Alexis is involved in volleyball, basketball, track, band, 4-H and MathCounts.  Her accomplishments are 
being elected as president of her 4-H club and her team placed first in MathCounts. Music, reading and 
writing are her interests and English is her favorite subject. She plans to go to law school and become a 
lawyer. Her grandmother is her role model.

Back:   Alexis Hanten, Stella Meier, Kaycie Hawkins, Andrew Marzahn
Front:  Marshall Lane, Tylan Glover, Keri Pappas
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Kaycie Hawkins, freshman, is the daughter of Lance and Kristie Hawkins, Groton. Her siblings are 
Katelyn, Kylie and Kelby.

Kaycie is involved in basketball, volleyball, track and field, softball, FCCLA and FBLA. Her accomplishments 
include being on the honor roll, receiving the Principal’s Award, being student of the month, a place win-
ner at MathCounts and first runner-up in the junior snow queen contest. Her interests are playing sports, 
going to sporting events, hanging out with friends and family and baking. Math is her favorite subject and 
she plans to go on to college. Her mom is her role model.

Tylan Glover, sophomore, is the son of Burt and Angela Glover, Groton. His sister is Tadyn Glover. He 
dog is Lola.

Tylan is involved in the All-School Play, show choir, Chamber Choir, All-State Choir, Jazz Band, cross 
country, track, one-act play, oral interp, Luther League, FBLA and Drama Club. His accomplishments are 
rolls in the play, Hurdler of the Year, 2-year All-State Choir member, being on the honor roll, receiving 
Superiors in the music contest, a senior talent winner at the Snow Queen Contest, and placed and quali-
fied for nationals in FBLA. He is interested in music, drama and science. His favorite subjects are speech 
and Algebra II. His future plans are either musical theatre or medical. Whitney Houston is his role model.

Marshall Lane, junior, is the son of Jim and Melodee Lane, Groton. His siblings are Lincoln, Logan, CJ 
and Jamie.

Marshall is involved in football, basketball, student council, Chamber Choir and Show Choir. His accom-
plishments are being class president three times, a three-year student council member, and show choir 
state champs. His interest is hanging out with friends and family. Biology and chemistry are his favorite 
subjects and he plans to be a doctor - general practitioner. His role model is his dad, Jim Lane.

Keri Pappas, senior, is the daughter of Kelly and Valerie Pappas, Groton. Her siblings are Johnna Hepola, 
Shannon Pappas, KaSandra Pappas and Samantha Pappas.

Keri is involved in band, oral interp, debate, student congress, FCCLA, Drama Club and Yearbook. Her 
accomplishments are honor roll, placements in debate, Superior Award in state oral interp, HOBY repre-
sentative, Girls State representative, and National Honor Society member. Her interests are reading, try-
ing not to fail classes and spending time with family and friends. Science is her favorite subject and she 
plans to major in pre-medicine with the hopes of attending medical school. Her mom, Valerie Pappas, is 
her role model.
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Winter Weather Advisory
URGENT - WINTER WEATHER MESSAGE

NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE ABERDEEN SD
335 AM CST MON JAN 2 2017

...ANOTHER SHOT OF ACCUMULATING SNOW TODAY...

.LIMITED ICE AND SNOW ARE EXPECTED THIS MORNING AS THE FIRST WAVE OF PRECIPITATION 
CONTINUES NORTHEAST. THE SECOND SYSTEM WILL EJECT INTO THE DAKOTAS AROUND MID DAY TO 
GENERATE MORE WIDESPREAD SNOWFALL...WITH ANOTHER 2 TO 5 INCHES FOR MAINLY WESTERN 
AND NORTH CENTRAL SOUTH DAKOTA. STRONG WINDS WILL FOLLOW...RESULTING IN SOME BLOW-
ING AND DRIFTING AS WELL.

TRAVERSE-BIG STONE-CORSON-CAMPBELL-MCPHERSON-BROWN-MARSHALL-ROBERTS-WALWORTH-
EDMUNDS-DAY-DEWEY-POTTER-FAULK-SPINK-CLARK-CODINGTON-GRANT-HAMLIN-DEUEL-STANLEY-SUL-
LY-HUGHES-HYDE-HAND-INCLUDING THE CITIES OF...WHEATON...ORTONVILLE...MCINTOSH...HERREID...
EUREKA...ABERDEEN...BRITTON...SISSETON...MOBRIDGE...IPSWICH...WEBSTER...ISABEL...GETTYSBURG...
FAULKTON...REDFIELD...CLARK...WATERTOWN...MILBANK...HAYTI...CLEAR LAKE...MISSION RIDGE...
ONIDA...PIERRE...HIGHMORE...MILLER

...WINTER WEATHER ADVISORY REMAINS IN EFFECT UNTIL 6 AM CST /5 AM MST/ TUESDAY...

* TIMING...A WINTRY MIX WILL CONTINUE THIS MORNING...BUT WITH LIMITED ACCUMULATION. 
SNOW WILL INTENSIFY AROUND MID DAY AND INTO THE AFTERNOON FROM WEST TO EAST.

* SNOW AND ICE ACCUMULATIONS...ADDITIONAL SNOW ACCUMULATIONS OF 2 TO 5 INCHES IS POS-
SIBLE...WITH HIGHEST AMOUNTS IN NORTH CENTRAL SOUTH DAKOTA.

* WINDS / VISIBILITIES...LOOK FOR REDUCED VISIBILITIES AT TIMES AS WINDS INCREASE...WITH 
GUSTS UPWARDS OF 40 MPH MONDAY NIGHT.

* IMPACTS...PLAN ON DIFFICULT TRAVEL CONDITIONS.

PRECAUTIONARY/PREPAREDNESS ACTIONS...

A WINTER WEATHER ADVISORY MEANS THAT PERIODS OF SNOW...SLEET OR FREEZING RAIN WILL 
CAUSE TRAVEL DIFFICULTIES. BE PREPARED FOR SLIPPERY ROADS AND LIMITED VISIBILITIES...AND 
USE CAUTION WHILE DRIVING. THE LATEST ROAD CONDITIONS FOR THE STATE YOU ARE CALLING 
FROM CAN BE OBTAINED BY CALLING 5 1 1.
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Great Buys!

Help Wanted!
The South Dakota Creativity Association board (SD DI) is currently looking for people interested in fill-

ing open Affiliate and Regional Challenge Master positions for the upcoming tournament season.  These 
positions involve studying a current Destination Imagination Challenge and being involved in insuring that 
consistency in appraising is maintained from tournament to tournament throughout our state.  Many of 
these positions are open this year due to retiring long-time dedicated volunteers.  This is a volunteer posi-
tion, but the board helps defray some travel costs.  The tournaments run from the end of February to the 
end of March, but we’d like these positions filled within the next month.  Please pass this on to anyone 
that you think might be interested in a position.  If interested yourself, or if you want more details as to 
what the position entails, please contact the SD Affiliate Director, Dean Fenenga at di.soda.ad@gmail.
com.  The board and hundreds of students across our state thank you for your support of South Dakota 
Destination Imagination.
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Today in Weather History
January 2, 1999: Heavy snow of 6 to 8 inches fell across part of northeast South Dakota from the 

late afternoon hours of the 1st to the early morning hours of the 2nd. Strong north winds of 15 to 30 
mph combined with temperatures in the single digits generated wind chills from 25 to 40 below and 
visibilities below 1/4 of a mile at times. Holiday travel along Interstate-29 and Highway 12 was most 
affected by this winter storm. There were some travel delays and some stranded motorists as a result. 
Some snowfall amounts included, 6 inches at Kidder, Victor, Sisseton, Webster, Waubay, Wilmot, and 8 
inches at Britton and near Peever.
1910 - A great flood in Utah and Nevada washed out 100 miles of railroad between Salt Lake City UT 

and Los Angeles CA causing seven million dollars damage. (David Ludlum)
1961 - The coldest temperature of record for the state of Hawaii was established with a reading of 14 

degrees atop Haleakela Summit. (David Ludlum)
1987 - A winter storm moving up the Atlantic coast brought heavy snow and high winds to the north-

eastern U.S. Wind gusts reached 82 mph at Trenton NJ and Southwest Harbor in Maine. Snowfall totals 
ranged up to two feet at Salem NH and Waterboro ME. (National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)
1988 - “Old Man Winter” took a siesta, with snow a scarcity across the nation. For the second day in 

a row Alamosa CO reported a record low of 31 degrees below zero. (National Weather Summary)
1989 - Strong and gusty winds prevailed along the eastern slopes of the northern and central Rock-

ies. Winds gusted to 71 mph at Colorado Springs CO and Livingston MT. (National Weather Summary) 
(Storm Data)
1990 - The first winter storm of the new year and decade developed in the southwestern U.S., and 

blanketed the northern mountains of Utah with 12 to 23 inches of snow. Up to 22 inches of snow was 
reported in the Alta-Snowbird area. The storm brought Las Vegas NV their first measurable precipitation 
in four and a half months, since the 17th of August. (National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)
1994 - High winds buffeted the Northern Front Range of Colorado during the morning hours. Peak 

wind gusts included 105 mph atop Squaw Mountain near Idaho Springs and 89 mph at Fort Collins. A 
fast moving “Alberta Clipper” brought up to six inches of snow to Iowa. Up to a foot of snow blanketed 
the Snowy Range Mountains in southeastern Wyoming. (National Weather Summary) (Storm Data)
2008 - The second day of 2008 brought snow to areas of Indiana, Ohio and the Appalachians through 

the Northeastern United States. Parts of New England received the heaviest amounts, with some areas 
receiving storm totals of over 15 inches (38 cm) in several areas of central and eastern Maine. (NCDC)
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Another wave will generate snow for the region today. The focus for snowfall is mainly around western 
and north central South Dakota, with an additional 2 to 5 inches north of a line from Pierre to Aberdeen 
to Sisseton. Arctic air will follow this system with gusty winds and blowing snow. Arctic air will dominate 
temperatures through much of the work week.
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Yesterday’s Weather
High Outside Temp: 23.7 F at 11:56 PM	
Low Outside Temp: 7.5 F at 6:47 AM	
High Gust: 19.0 Mph at 5:33 PM	

Rain: 0.00

Today’s Info
Record High: 50° in 1963
Record Low: -30° in 2010
Average High: 22°F 
Average Low: 2°F 
Average Precip in Jan.: 0.04
Precip to date in Jan.: 0.00
Average Precip to date: 0.04
Precip Year to Date: 0.00
Sunset Tonight: 5:02 p.m.
Sunrise Tomorrow: 8:13 a.m.
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YOUR BEST YEAR EVER!

God’s Word is the very best planning guide available if we want to know what we can do to make 2017 
our best year yet. Here’s the plan:

Experience God’s Pardon. As we begin our journey into another year, God provides us with an opportu-
nity to “begin again.” We read in John’s lovely little letter, “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just 
to forgive and cleanse us from all of our sins.” Others talk of being free from the past, only God makes it 
possible and provides us with a clean slate.

Enjoy God’s Presence. He encourages us with His words, “Fear not, for I am with you!” With His Spirit 
to empower us, His angels to protect us, His Word to guide us and His arms around us, we have all that 
we need to face every challenge knowing that the victory can be ours if we take Him at His Word.

Engage God’s Power. He promises that “I – the Creator and Sustainer of the universe – will strengthen 
you!” For every sickness He will give us His healing. For every problem He will give us His solution. For 
every question He will give us His answer. For every doubt He will increase our faith. And in the darkest 
hour He will provide us with His light.

Prayer: Heavenly Father, we stand before You and the days to come in faith believing that You will honor 
Your words of hope and help as we trust in You. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.

Scripture for Today: Isaiah 41:10 So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your 
God. I will strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.
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Winter storm system bringing snow, cold to upper Midwest
BISMARCK, N.D. (AP) — A storm system spreading from the northern Plains into the central Great 

Lakes region is expected to bring rain, freezing rain, sleet and snow to the upper Midwest.
The National Weather Service has posted weather advisories and warnings throughout the region into 

Tuesday.
Up to a foot of snow is expected in central North Dakota and northern Minnesota. Forecasters say 

strong winds are likely to make travel hazardous.
Bitter cold temperatures also are forecast to blanket the region, with dangerous wind chills as low as 

minus 30 degrees expected in North Dakota early Tuesday.

Suspect arrested in Rapid City homicide; victim identified
RAPID CITY, S.D. (AP) — Rapid City police have arrested a suspect in a New Year’s Day homicide.
Authorities say the 26-year-old Rapid City man is a suspect in the fatal stabbing of 20-year-old Juan 

Legarda Jr., of Rapid City, about 2 a.m. Sunday.
Officers who responded to the disturbance found three injured people. Legarda was pronounced dead 

at the scene, and the other two were taken to a hospital with injuries not believed to be life-threatening.
The suspect was arrested on murder and aggravated assault counts as well as unrelated warrants. 

Formal charges were pending.

Local teacher inspires students after near-death experience
By Sara Bertsch, The Daily Republic

MITCHELL, S.D. (AP) — A stray crayon on the floor could be a nightmare for art teacher Cassondra 
Grogan.
Carefulness is key, as a potential step, slip and fall could aggravate injuries she sustained in a near-

death car crash seven months ago.
On May 13, the 24-year-old elementary art and special education teacher at Mitchell School District 

was driving to Hartford when she checked a text message on her phone. What resulted was a vicious 
car crash, several broken bones and surgeries. Perhaps most important, though, is that Grogan is using 
the incident as a first-hand, teachable moment for her students.
“In a way, my accident has helped the students bond with me,” she said. “I have been pretty open 

and honest with them and I have talked to them about the dangers of not wearing their seat belts and 
distracted driving.”
When the crash occurred, Grogan was driving 50 mph down a gravel road. She became distracted 

while reading the text and, before completely veering off the road, Grogan overcorrected her pickup 
twice. That sent her vehicle rolling into a five-foot ditch four times.
Not wearing her seat belt, Grogan was thrown from her vehicle and was found 70 feet away in the 

opposite ditch, The Daily Republic (http://bit.ly/2hI1X1R ) reported.
Grogan does not remember the next three days.
“I remember looking up from my phone and my body kind of lifting,” Grogan said. “And I remember 

dewy gravel on my face. That’s it.”
The Brandon native was taken to the emergency room at Sanford Health in Sioux Falls, where medical 

officials realized immediately she had internal bleeding due to a damaged artery in her left hip. She lost 

News from the
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approximately six units of blood during the crash. The internal bleeding required immediate surgery, 
and now she has a small metal coil in the artery.
That was just the beginning of the surgeries.
Grogan broke her neck in two spots, she said, and one break was so severe, she was told she was 

lucky it did not cut off her air supply. Surgery fixed her neck, but now she has a plate, four screws and 
a cadaver bone in this spot.
Grogan had severe injuries in the vertebrae in the upper and lower part of the back.
To top it off, she also broke her right femur, which was repaired by surgery. A rod was inserted into 

her femur along with two screws. She will have another surgery in June to remove the rod and screw.
And those are the broken bones. Grogan said she also had a concussion and her left hip was sepa-

rated from the sacrum — which now has two screws holding it in place. She separated her left shoulder 
and tore several ligaments that were repaired with surgery. Four screws and two metal plates now hold 
her shoulder together.
So far, Grogan has had five surgeries, and she will have a sixth surgery in June. But mostly she’s just 

grateful she survived the rollover.
“Doctors have said that surviving this crash in itself is a miracle,” Grogan said. “The fact that I didn’t 

sustain a traumatic brain injury or become paralyzed is another miracle that doctors cannot explain. I 
must have landed just right.”
Grogan said it was Friday, the 13th — an unlucky day — but it was also her father’s birthday. Unfortu-

nately, he was greeted at the emergency room doors by a priest, Grogan said, because nobody believed 
she would be survive.
Knowing their teacher is delicate and still in the healing process, Grogan said, her students are much 

better about cleaning up their art supplies.
And today, nobody would know that Grogan had been in a life-threatening crash seven months earlier. 

She hides her scars and walks as if nothing happened.
Grogan was discharged from the hospital three weeks after the crash. She went home to live with her 

parents in Brandon. But because of her injuries — the broken femur and separated hip in particular — 
she had to learn to walk again.
This was an overwhelming process that consumed her life, Grogan said, but she was determined to 

heal quickly. And one factor that motivated her was the hundreds of students she had waiting for her 
at the Mitchell School District.
Prior to the crash, Grogan was hired as the art teacher for L.B. Williams and Longfellow elementary 

schools. Knowing she had students waiting and counting on her in August helped the healing process, 
she said.
“When I found the determination to get up and learn how to walk, one of the factors that helped me 

was my students here in the Mitchell School District and my desire to be here,” she said. “If I had not 
had the desire to come here and to meet all roughly 600 of my students I would have had a more dif-
ficult time.”
Because of her injuries, Grogan was unable to move to Mitchell right away in August. For the first 

three days she was employed at the school district, Grogan commuted from Brandon. Finally, during 
that first weekend, she was able to move to Mitchell. But she didn’t have her apartment set up, or her 
classroom.
She rushed to prepare the best she could, and has been doing well since. Occasionally she has to miss 

half days to attend doctor’s appointments.
And with curious students, questions popped up.
Filled with love for their new teacher, Grogan said the kids have completed a random act of kindness 
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project, making cards for all of her doctors, therapists and paramedics.
The curiosity doesn’t end. Grogan said the students have asked multiple times to see pictures of her 

pickup and photos of her neck X-ray.
Wanting to be honest with her students, she tells them the truth, but phrases it in ways that if some-

one breaks the law or the rules, bad things happen.
“There are several kids who are like, ‘Well I’m surprised I’m not dead. Mom texts all the time while 

she’s driving’ or, ‘Mom and dad don’t wear seat belts,’” Grogan said. “But it’s making them kind of aware. 
I don’t know if parents will be happy with them knowing, but it’s something you need to think about.”
Grogan hadn’t planned on being an art teacher.
She originally attended the University of South Dakota taking general courses, but then transferred to 

Augustana University.
Considering medical school, she wasn’t sure what to study. She then realized she missed art. So she 

obtained a degree in K-12 art education and K-12 special education, graduating in 2015 from Augus-
tana.
While she teaches art at both L.B. Williams and Longfellow, Grogan also is a special education aca-

demic tester, allowing her to visit all of the schools within the Mitchell School District.
“It’s perfect here right now, because I wanted to do special ed and art,” Grogan said.
New to the Mitchell area, she said it was quite the transition after the crash from having people con-

stantly helping her to living alone in a new town. But she kept her determination to heal and start a 
new life.
And in October, she ran a 5K.
“When you’re told you can’t run again, it makes you want to run. So I ran. I didn’t run all of it, but I 

ran and I wasn’t last,” Grogan said.
Grogan doesn’t shy from sharing her story about her near-death experience, and she wants people to 

know that life is precious. To share her story, Grogan started a blog and hopes more people can learn 
from her experience.
“It’s just really important when you’re given the gift of life that you share with others and try to tell 

them that life might have you down right now, but you have to keep pushing,” Grogan said. “Life is 
beautiful. There’s something to be said when you have a near-death experience. Things are brighter. 
The sunsets are prettier.”
___
Information from: The Daily Republic, http://www.mitchellrepublic.com

Aberdeen family creates hockey ice rink in backyard
By Jacque Scoby, Aberdeen News

ABERDEEN, S.D. (AP) — The Orr family is OK with being a little bit cliche.
So OK, in fact, they built a hockey rink in their backyard.
The whole idea of building a backyard hockey rink is arguably the antithesis of cliche, but Tom and 

Matty Orr, both North Dakota natives and avid hockey players and fans, really just wanted to create a 
space for their kids to play hockey.
“Tom and I grew up with hockey, both loving it and playing it,” Matty Orr said. “So we always figured 

our kids would be hockey players. When we moved here to Aberdeen and it would get cold enough to 
have a rink, it was something we thought of.”
The Orrs took advantage of some excess boards and glass from the local hockey association and some 

combined ingenuity to build a small hockey rink in the family’s back yard.
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The rink soon became the talk of the neighborhood and the subject of a short documentary film called 
“Sandlot Hockey,” which has made stops at the South Dakota Film Festival and several other film festi-
vals, Aberdeen News (http://bit.ly/2iwtLdD ) reported.
While the film has gained traction on the festival circuit, the Orrs said they had something more 

“wholesome” in mind when they built the winter arena.
“It’s spreading the idea of community and having a purpose and a cause behind it of trying to get kids 

to enjoy wellness,” Tom Orr said. “Being in the outdoors and being hardy and having fun and giggling 
and being resilient. Learning a lot of things on the ice. Some of the things you don’t get playing video 
games.”
Admittedly, the family’s “little boring rink” has become something more than just that, however. The 

family routinely entertains their kids’ friends or students from Northern State, where Tom Orr teaches. 
Most recently, nine students from the Montessori school in Aberdeen stopped by for an afternoon of 
skating.
Still, the rink’s first and most obvious function remains backyard hockey with a side of community.
“It was just created as a place for our kids and for us to share as a place to play hockey for whoever 

wanted to come by and play in a small setting,” Matty said. “It’s just fun to have people come over, 
especially if they’ve never experienced hockey. The joy and the laughter and getting to talk about dif-
ferent things that have happened in their lives. When the international students come over, it’s fun to 
hear about their culture and how it’s different or how it’s the same.”
Matty also noted that, unlike basketball or volleyball, hockey can be cost-prohibitive, particularly for 

players who aren’t sure if they want to keep going.
“I don’t know what the rate is, but it’s a hundred bucks to sign them up and 10 hours of volunteer time 

and $200 worth of tickets, which is great if you know your kid is going to stick it out,” she said. “But if 
your kid just wants to try it just a few times, it’s hard to get that experience. So for some of these kids, 
it’s their chance to play in a pick-up game.”
Both Tom and Matty said the film, which took nearly two winters of filming and several more months 

of editing and stitching before it hit the festival tour, is a side benefit.
“I hope that it’s inspired people to share what they like to do and to bring people in,” Matty said. “It’s 

not just for an individual, it’s for as many people as you can bring in. I hope people have watched it 
and thought, ‘Hey, we can do that.’”
___
Information from: Aberdeen American News, http://www.aberdeennews.com

Oil pipeline protesters unfurl huge banner at Vikings game
By DAVE CAMPBELL, AP Pro Football Writer

MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — Protesters trying to stymie the Dakota Access oil pipeline sneaked up on a truss 
connected to the roof and rappelled down to unfurl a huge banner inside U.S. Bank Stadium during the 
Minnesota Vikings’ season finale against the Chicago Bears.
Play was not interrupted on the field during Sunday’s game, but eight rows of fans seated below the 

banner were cleared as a precaution. The two protesters — a man and a woman — were later arrested 
for trespassing, Minneapolis police spokesman Officer Corey Schmidt said.
The banner urged Minneapolis-based U.S. Bank to divest from the four-state, $3.8 billion pipeline. 

Opponents contend the pipeline could affect drinking water and Native American artifacts. Texas-based 
developer Energy Transfer Partners says the pipeline will be safe.
The protesters rappelled into place during the second quarter, and then hung in a seated position 
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about 100 feet above the seats that were evacuated for safety. The pair watched the rest of the game, 
occasionally shifting positions or waving at people in sections behind the east end zone. One wore a 
purple Brett Favre Vikings jersey.
Authorities declined to aggressively remove them out of safety concerns.
A similar scenario unfolded last season in Charlotte, North Carolina, during a game between the India-

napolis Colts and Carolina Panthers. Two protesters rappelled down from the upper deck with a banner 
opposing stadium sponsor Bank of America’s role in financing a liquefied natural gas export facility.
U.S. Bank Stadium operator SMG released a statement saying the two Minneapolis protesters ap-

parently climbed over a guard rail to access the ridge truss. Police spoke with them from a catwalk in 
attempt to get them to stop, and by the fourth quarter about a half-dozen police and firefighters in 
rappelling gear were on the truss waiting to remove the pair.
But the protesters willingly climbed up their ropes as soon as the game was over. After speaking with 

authorities, they climbed down the stairs toward the concourse while being booed by a handful of fans 
who stayed to watch.
Vikings spokesman Lester Bagley said the team’s only concern is about the “safety of our fans and 

guests.”
Protesters say U.S. Bank has extended a large credit line to Energy Transfer Partners. U.S. Bank 

spokesman Dana Ripley declined comment.
The pipeline would carry oil from western North Dakota through South Dakota and Iowa to Illinois 

where it can be shipped on to users. Protesters camped in North Dakota for months to try to stop 
completion of construction.
___
Associated Press reporter Jeff Baenen contributed to this story from Minneapolis.

Under 3 weeks left: Obama in closing stretch of presidency
By JOSH LEDERMAN, Associated Press

HONOLULU (AP) — His last presidential vacation behind him, Barack Obama is entering the closing 
stretch of his presidency, an eleventh-hour push to tie up loose ends and put finishing touches on his 
legacy before handing the reins to President-elect Donald Trump.
Obama returns to Washington midday Monday from Hawaii with just two-and-a-half weeks left. His 

final days will largely be consumed by a bid to protect his endangered health care law, a major farewell 
speech and the ongoing handover of power to Trump.
In an email to supporters on Monday, Obama said he’ll deliver a valedictory speech on Jan. 10, follow-

ing a tradition set in 1796 when the first president, George Washington, spoke to the American people 
for the last time in office. The speech will take place at McCormick Place, a giant convention center in 
Obama’s hometown of Chicago.
“I’m thinking about them as a chance to say thank you for this amazing journey, to celebrate the ways 

you’ve changed this country for the better these past eight years, and to offer some thoughts on where 
we all go from here,” Obama said.
Obama’s chief speechwriter, Cody Keenan, traveled with Obama to Hawaii and spent much of the trip 

working on the speech. The Chicago trip will likely be Obama’s last outside Washington as president 
and will be include a “family reunion” for Obama’s former campaign staffers.
Obama is also planning last-minute commutations and pardons, White House officials said, in line 

with his second-term effort to cut sentences for inmates given unduly harsh sentences for drug crimes. 
Though prominent offenders like Edward Snowden and Rod Blagojevich are also asking for leniency, 
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Obama’s final acts of clemency are expected to remain focused on drug offenders whose plight Obama 
tried but failed to address through criminal justice reform.
After taking office eight years ago, Obama and his aides were effusive in their praise for how Obama’s 

predecessor, George W. Bush, helped his team take over the massive federal bureaucracy. Obama has 
vowed to pass on the favor to Trump. But the transition hasn’t been without incident.
The two teams have clashed over the Trump team’s requests for information Obama aides fear could 

be used to eliminate government employees who worked on Obama priorities like climate change and 
minority rights overseas. Trump’s team, meanwhile, has been frustrated by Obama’s attempts to box 
Trump in with parting moves to block ocean drilling, declare new monuments and further empty out 
the Guantanamo Bay prison.
While on his annual vacation in Oahu, Obama asserted himself forcefully on two foreign policy issues 

that put him in direct conflict with Trump. Obama directed the U.S. to defy tradition by allowing a U.N. 
Security Council resolution criticizing Israel on settlements to pass, then slapped Russia with sweeping 
penalties over U.S. allegations of hacking.
The final days are Obama’s last chance to define his presidency before his loses the bully pulpit and 

cedes his legacy to historians. For Obama, helping Americans understand how his two terms have 
reshaped American life is even more critical amid concerns that Trump may undo much of what he ac-
complished, including the health law.
As Trump and Republicans vow to gut the Affordable Care Act, Democrats are working to devise a 

strategy to protect the law by exploiting GOP divisions about how to replace it. To that end, Obama will 
travel Wednesday to the Capitol to meet with House and Senate Democrats, likely his last meeting with 
his party’s lawmakers as president.
His administration is also working feverishly to finish up regulations in the pipeline that Obama hopes 

can be completed in the final days, perhaps increasing the likelihood his policies carry over. But the 
closer it gets to Trump’s inauguration, the harder those tasks become.
Though Obama remains president until Jan. 20, the White House can’t process the departure of all its 

staffers on a single day. So this week Obama aides will start “offloading,” turning in their Blackberries 
and shutting down their computers for the last time, leaving a smaller staff on hand for the final days.
Obama must also prepare to become a private citizen for the first time in two decades. An office of 

the former president must be stood up, and Obama’s family will be making arrangements to move into 
a rental home in Northwest Washington where they plan to stay until youngest daughter Sasha finishes 
high school.
The Obamas have long lamented how the presidency denied them freedom and privacy, with first lady 

Michelle Obama likening the White House to “a really nice prison.” But on their last Hawaii vacation, the 
first family took time out to visit Breakout Waikiki, where visitors are “trapped” in a room together and 
must try, as a team, to escape.
___
Reach Josh Lederman on Twitter at http://twitter.com/joshledermanAP

IS claims New Year’s attack on Istanbul nightclub
By DUSAN STOJANOVIC and BASSEM MROUE, Associated Press

ISTANBUL (AP) — The Islamic State group on Monday claimed responsibility for the New Year’s attack 
at a popular Istanbul nightclub that killed 39 people and wounded scores of others.
Turkish police meanwhile detained eight people in connection to the attack but were still hunting for 

the gunman who disappeared amid the chaos of the attack.
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The IS-linked Aamaq News Agency said the attack was carried out by a “heroic soldier of the caliph-
ate” who attacked the nightclub “where Christians were celebrating their pagan feast.”
It said the man fired an automatic rifle and also detonated hand grenades in “revenge for God’s reli-

gion and in response to the orders” of IS leader Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi.
The group described Turkey as “the servant of the cross” and also suggested it was in retaliation for 

Turkish military offensives against the Islamic State group in Syria and Iraq.
“We let infidel Turkey know that the blood of Muslims that is being shed by its airstrikes and artillery 

shelling will turn into fire on its territories,” the statement said.
Turkey’s state-run Anadolu Agency said eight people were taken into custody by Istanbul anti-terror-

ism squads and they are being questioned at Istanbul’s main police headquarters. It did not provide 
further information on the suspects.
Earlier, Turkish media reports had said that Turkish authorities believed the IS group was behind the 

attack and that the gunman, who is still at large, is likely to be either from Uzbekistan or Kyrgyzstan.
According to the Hurriyet and Karar newspapers, police had also established similarities with the 

high-casualty suicide bomb and gun attack at Istanbul’s Ataturk Airport in June and was investigating 
whether the same IS cell could have carried out both attacks.
The gunman killed a policeman and another man outside the Reina club in the early hours of 2017 

before entering and firing with an automatic rifle at an estimated 600 people partying inside.
Nearly two-thirds of the dead in the upscale club, which is frequented by local celebrities, were for-

eigners, Turkey’s Anadolu Agency said. Many of them hailed from the Middle East.
Citing Justice Ministry officials, Anadolu reported that 38 of the 39 dead have been identified. The 

report said 11 of them were Turkish nationals, and one was a Turkish-Belgian dual citizen.
The report says seven victims were from Saudi Arabia; three each were from Lebanon and Iraq; two 

each were from Tunisia, India, Morocco and Jordan. Kuwait, Canada, Israel, Syria and Russia each lost 
one citizen.
Relatives of the victims and embassy personal were seen walking into an Istanbul morgue to claim 

the bodies.
Turkish officials haven’t released the names of those identified.
The mass shooting followed more than 30 violent acts over the past year in Turkey, which is a member 

of the NATO alliance and a partner in the U.S.-led coalition fighting against the Islamic State group in 
Syria and Iraq.
The country suffered multiple bombings in 2016, including three in Istanbul that authorities blamed 

on IS, a failed coup attempt in July and renewed conflict with Kurdish rebels in the southeast.
The Islamic State group claims to have cells in the country. Analysts think it was behind suicide 

bombings last January and March that targeted tourists on Istanbul’s iconic Istiklal Street as well as 
the attack at Ataturk Airport in June, which killed 45 people. Authorities have said the three suicide 
bombers in the airport attack were Russia, Uzbekistan and Kyrgyzstan and there has been speculation 
that Akhmed Chatayev, a Chechen extremist known to be a top lieutenant in the IS militant group, may 
have directed the attack.
In August, Turkey sent troops and tanks into northern Syria, to clear a border area from the IS and 

also curb the territorial advances of Syrian Kurdish forces in the region. The incursion followed an IS 
suicide attack on an outdoor wedding party in the city of Gaziantep, near the border with Syria, that 
killed more than 50 people.
In December, IS released a video purportedly showing the killing of two Turkish soldiers and urged its 

supporters to “conquer” Istanbul. Turkey’s jets regularly bomb the group in the northern Syrian town 



Groton Daily Independent
Monday, Jan. 02, 2017 ~ Vol. 24 - No. 181 ~ 20 of 40

of Al-Bab. Turkish authorities haven’t confirmed the authenticity of the video.
Last week, Turkey and Russia brokered a cease-fire for Syria that excludes the IS and other groups 

considered to be terrorist organizations.
On Monday, Anadolu said more than 100 Islamic State targets in Syria have been hit by Turkey and 

Russia in separate operations.
Citing the Turkish Chief of General Staff’s office, Anadolu said Turkish jets struck eight IS group targets 

while tanks and artillery fired upon 103 targets near Al Bab, killing 22 extremists while destroying many 
structures. The Russian jets also attacked IS targets in Dayr Kak, eight kilometers (five miles) to the 
southwest of Al Bab.
Prime Minister Binali Yildirim said the attacker left a gun at the club and escaped by “taking advan-

tage of the chaos” that ensued. Some customers reportedly jumped into the waters of the Bosporus to 
escape the attack.
___
Bassem Mroue reported from Beirut. Suzan Fraser in Ankara, and Cinar Kiper in Istanbul, contributed 

to this report.

Iraq: Suicide bombing kills at least 22 in Baghdad
By SINAN SALAHEDDIN, Associated Press

BAGHDAD (AP) — A suicide bomber blew up his explosives-laden vehicle Monday in a bustling market 
area in Baghdad, killing at least 22 people, Iraqi officials said, hours after the arrival of French President 
Francois Hollande to the country and amid a fierce fight against the Islamic State group.
The bomber driving a pickup truck attacked an outdoor fruit and vegetable market, day laborers and 

a police checkpoint in Baghdad’s eastern Sadr City district, a police officer said.  Up to 35 other people 
were wounded in that attack, he said, adding that the death toll was expected to rise.
Two medical officials confirmed the casualty figures. All officials spoke on condition of anonymity as 

they were not authorized to release information.
In an online statement, the Islamic State group claimed responsibility for the attack, saying it targeted 

Shiites. The Associated Press could not verify the authenticity of the statements, but they were posted 
on a militant website commonly used by the extremists. The group also claimed responsibility for Satur-
day’s suicide attack in a central Baghdad market, which killed at least 28 people, and Sunday’s suicide 
bombing at a checkpoint south of Baghdad that killed at least nine people.
Late last month, Iraqi authorities started removing some of the security checkpoints in Baghdad, 

mainly on its eastern side, in a bid to ease traffic for the capital’s approximately 6 million residents.
During a press conference with Hollande, Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi said the bomber pretended 

to be a man seeking to hire day laborers; once the laborers gathered around, he detonated the vehicle. 
Al-Abadi warned that the “terrorists will further try to hit civilians to make up for the losses,” they have 
suffered on the battlefield.
“We are determined to annihilate terrorism and we are able to shorten its age,” he said, calling on 

security forces and civilians to remain vigilant.
Hollande, during his one-day visit, met with al-Abadi and President Fuad Masum. He was scheduled 

later to travel to the country’s self-governing northern Kurdish region to meet French troops and local 
officials.
Iraqi troops, backed by a U.S.-led coalition, are fighting IS in a massive operation to retake the north-

ern city of Mosul. Iraqi state TV said Hollande will discuss “increasing support to Iraq and the latest 
developments in the fight against Daesh,” the Arabic acronym for IS.
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In quotes published by the Elysee official Twitter account, Hollande promised that France would re-
main a long-term ally of Iraq and called for coordination between intelligence services “in a spirit of 
great responsibility.”
France is part of the U.S.-led international coalition formed in late 2014 to fight IS after the extremist 

group seized large areas in Iraq and neighboring Syria and declared an Islamic “caliphate.” France has 
suffered multiple terrorist attacks claimed by IS.
Hollande, on Twitter, said Iraq was in a precarious position two years ago, when IS made its blitz. But 

now the tide has turned. “The results are there: Daesh is in retreat and the battle of Mosul is engaged.”
Since the Mosul operation started on Oct. 17, Iraqi forces have seized around a quarter of the city. 

Last week, the troops resumed fighting after a two-week lull due to stiff resistance by the militants, bad 
weather and thousands of civilians trapped in their houses.
In an interview with The Associated Press on Sunday, the senior U.S. military commander, Brig. Gen. 

Rick Uribe, praised the Iraqi forces fighting mainly on the eastern side of the city, saying they were “at 
their peak.” Uribe agreed with al-Abadi’s assessment that it would take another three months to liber-
ate Mosul.
He predicted the troops would face a different fight when they cross to the west bank of the Tigris 

River, saying it will mostly be a “dismounted” battle fought in part on narrow streets, some of which 
were not wide enough for a vehicle to pass.
Mosul, Iraq’s second-largest city is located about 360 kilometers (225 miles) northwest of Baghdad. 

While the Syrian city of Raqqa is considered the caliphate’s de facto capital, Mosul is the largest city 
under its control. It is the last major IS urban stronghold in Iraq.
___
Associated Press writers Murtada Faraj in Baghdad and Lori Hinnant in Paris contributed to this report.

10 Things to Know for Today
By The Associated Press

Your daily look at late-breaking news, upcoming events and the stories that will be talked about today:
1. ISLAMIC STATE GROUP CLAIMS ATTACK ON ISTANBUL NIGHTCLUB
It is reportedly carried out in “revenge for God’s religion and in response to the orders” of IS leader 

Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi.
2. FOR WHOM THE 1980S STILL HOLD RELEVANCE
Many of Donald Trump’s cultural touchstones — those he’d frequently namedrop at campaign rallies 

and on Twitter — were at their peak in the 1980s.
3. OBAMA IN CLOSING STRETCH OF PRESIDENCY
His final days in office will be consumed by a bid to protect his health care law, a farewell speech and 

the ongoing handover of power to Trump.
4. MEDICARE LAUNCHES REVAMP FOR HEART ATTACKS, HIP FRACTURES
The goal of new approaches is to encourage coordination that promotes quality and contains costs.
5. WHERE CHILDREN STARVE AS WAR DRAGS ON
Yemen’s children are dying of malnutrition as a conflict and a blockade imposed by a Saudi-led coali-

tion cause food prices to soar in the Arab world’s poorest nation.
6. WHO SEEKS TO PULL POT SHOPS OUT OF BANKING LIMBO
Massachusetts U.S. Sen. Elizabeth Warren is leading an effort to make sure vendors working with 

marijuana businesses don’t have their banking services taken away.
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7. ARMLESS SYRIAN BOY THRIVES IN THE U.S.
Ahmad Alkhalaf finds a new life in Massachusetts but isn’t sure whether he’ll be reunited with his fam-

ily anytime soon.
8. CHINA STARTS 2017 ENGULFED BY SMOG
Authorities in Beijing and other cities across the nation delay dozens of flights and close highways.
9. DICK CLARK PRODUCTIONS REJECTS MARIAH CAREY’S SABOTAGE CLAIM
The productions firm is hitting back against the singer’s claim it sabotaged her live performance on its 

“New Year’s Rockin’ Eve” special, saying that’s “absurd.”
10. KELLY, MCCOY, BAALKE LATEST TO FEEL THE NFL AX
More moves could be coming, too. Is Chuck Pagano safe in Indianapolis? Might the Saints do some-

thing with Sean Payton?

For Trump, the 1980s still hold relevance
By JONATHAN LEMIRE, Associated Press

NEW YORK (AP) — Bobby Knight. Don King. Sylvester Stallone.
Many of President-elect Donald Trump’s cultural touchstones, which he’d frequently name-drop at 

campaign rallies and on Twitter, were at their peak in the 1980s — the decade Trump’s celebrity status 
rose in New York, Trump Tower was built, “The Art of the Deal” was published and he first flirted with 
running for public office.
The “Go Go 1980s” of New York were spurred by Wall Street’s rise. It was a brash decade in which 

excess was the norm and ostentatious displays of wealth and power were celebrated in pop culture and 
among Manhattan’s elite. And while much of what defined the 1980s has since gone out of style, Trump 
has seemingly internalized its ethos, which is reflected in the decor of the Trump Tower lobby and the 
celebrities he stood alongside during the campaign.
An outer-borough New York developer trying to prove himself across the East River, Trump always 

sought approval of Manhattan’s ruling class and was eager to make a name for himself, according to 
those who tangled with him during that formative decade.
“He would relentlessly promote himself in the newspapers or on TV. He knew how to get press and 

squash his enemies,” said Geoge Arzt, press secretary for former New York City Mayor Ed Koch, who 
served from 1978 to 1989. The me-first attitude that defined the 1980s “has long been a part of who 
Trump is,” Arzt added.
In the 1980s, as Trump came of age as a public figure, he opened up a refurbished Grand Hyatt on 

42nd Street, took over the long-stalled renovation of Central Park’s ice skating rink and purchased the 
New York-area team in the fledgling United States Football League.
He fashioned himself into a regular in the gossip pages, playing the city’s tabloids off each other as 

he promoted his personal brand. He also took his first steps onto the national media stage, making his 
debut on “60 Minutes” in 1985. The long-running news magazine broadcast has continued to hold a 
special place in his heart. Several times at rallies, Trump invoked a “60 Minutes” segment he had just 
watched and he gave his first post-election interview to the show last month. That show was at its apex 
in the ratings in the 1980s.
Time Magazine, which also wielded significant clout in the 1980s, also has remained an obsession for 

Trump.
The celebrity businessman, who complained in recent years that he wasn’t named the magazine’s 

Person of the Year, received the award in 2016. He called it a “very, very great honor.” That marked his 
eighth time on the cover this year alone — something that Trump would brag about during campaign 
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rallies. He has taken to giving out autographed copies of the cover to visitors, including rapper Kanye 
West.
But while West is a current megastar, Trump mostly chose to trot out 1980s celebrities during his 

campaign, even if many of them had seen their star fade in the ensuing 30 years.
Knight, the former Indiana University basketball coach who captured college basketball national titles 

in 1981 and 1987 but was later fired for attacking a student, became a favorite sidekick. He first ap-
peared with Trump during the spring’s Indiana primary and reappeared at rallies in the Midwest during 
the general election stretch run.
“One of the reasons I won: Bobby Knight! That’s the gold standard, right?” Trump exclaimed in Au-

gust.
King, the flamboyant boxing promoter who hyped Mike Tyson’s 1980s fights, was also saluted by 

Trump as “a phenomenal person” despite a conviction for manslaughter. King appeared with Trump in 
September at a Cleveland church and stood with the president-elect last week while Trump was an-
swering questions from the press at his Palm Beach resort.
Trump has been drawn to other 1980s stars. Tyson endorsed the celebrity businessman. Actor Scott 

Baio, an outspoken Trump supporter, reached the zenith of his fame in the 1980s with the shows “Hap-
py Days” and “Charles in Charge.” And on Saturday, actor Sylvester Stallone — who starred in three 
“Rambo” movies and two “Rocky” sequels in the 1980s — was a star guest at Trump’s New Year’s Eve 
bash at Mar-a-Lago, the lush Florida estate Trump bought in 1985 two years after he opened Trump 
Tower on Fifth Avenue in New York.
Much of Trump’s political philosophy was formed in the 1980s too. In 1987 as he first floated running 

for president, he took out a full page ad wondering why the U.S. was “paying to defend countries that 
can afford to defend themselves.” His frequent depictions of inner cities as dangerous and crime-ridden 
seem to to harken to the crack-plagued life of urban areas in the 1980s, more than the largely safer 
big cities of today.
In “The Art of the Deal,” he voiced positions on trade he still holds today. That book, which made him 

a household name when it was published in 1987, also holds many of the principles that guided Trump’s 
business career — and, decades later, his bombastic campaign for the White House.
“I play into people’s fantasies,” he wrote. “People may not always think big themselves, but they can 

still get very excited by those who do. That’s why a little hyperbole never hurts. People want to believe 
that something is the biggest and the greatest and the most spectacular.”
___
Reach Lemire on Twitter at http://twitter.com/@JonLemire

Medicare launches revamp for heart attacks, hip fractures
By RICARDO ALONSO-ZALDIVAR, Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — Heart attacks and broken hips cause much suffering and worry as people grow 
older. This year, Medicare wants to start changing how it pays for treatment of these life-threatening 
conditions, to promote quality and contain costs. Beneficiaries and family members may notice a new 
approach.
Hospitals and doctors in dozens of communities selected for large-scale experiments on this front are 

already gearing up. The goal is to test the notion that better coordination among clinicians, hospitals, 
and rehab centers can head off complications, prevent avoidable hospital re-admissions and help pa-
tients achieve more stable and enduring recoveries. If results back that up, Medicare can adopt the 
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changes nationwide.
The cardiac and hip fracture experiments are the latest development in a big push under the Obama 

administration to reinvent Medicare, steering the program away from paying piecemeal for services, 
regardless of quality and cost. It’s unclear whether Donald Trump as president will continue the pace 
of change, slow down or even hit pause.
Trump’s Health and Human Services nominee, orthopedic-surgeon-turned-congressman Tom Price, 

has expressed general concern that the doctor-patient relationship could be harmed by Medicare pay-
ment changes seeking to contain costs. And the Medicare division that designed the experiments — the 
Center for Medicare & Medicaid Innovation — is itself under threat of being abolished because it was 
created by President Barack Obama’s 2010 health care law.
Some outside groups, including AARP, worry that Medicare may be moving too fast and that focusing 

on cost containment could lead to beneficiaries being shortchanged on rehab care.
Innovation center director Patrick Conway, who also serves as Medicare’s chief medical officer, is 

plowing ahead nonetheless. “Delivery system reform and paying for better care are bipartisan issues,” 
Conway said. And quality ranks ahead of cost savings in evaluating any results, he added.
The cardiac and hip fracture experiments focus on traditional Medicare, which remains the choice of 

nearly 7 in 10 out of Medicare’s 57 million beneficiaries. The cardiac experiment involves both heart 
bypass and heart attack patients. The trials join similar ongoing tests involving surgery for hip and knee 
replacement, as well as care for cancer patients undergoing chemotherapy.
In the experiments, doctors, hospitals, and rehab centers get paid the regular Medicare rates. But 

hospitals are given responsibility for overall quality and cost, measured against benchmarks set by 
Medicare. If the hospital meets or exceeds the goals, it earns a financial bonus, which can be shared 
with other service providers. If the hospital falls short, it may have to pay the government money.
“Now your doctor and hospital are working together to make sure they are well coordinated,” said 

Conway.
Under the old system, if a patient was discharged from the hospital after a heart attack, “they might 

hand you a piece of paper that said please follow up with your primary care doctor,” Conway continued. 
“In this model, the hospital is going to have a strong incentive to make sure you follow up.”
Overall, about 168,000 Medicare beneficiaries are treated for heart attacks in a given year, while 

48,000 undergo heart bypass surgery for clogged arteries and 109,000 have surgery for broken hips.
Around the country, hospitals in 98 metro areas will be involved in the cardiac experiment. The hip 

surgery experiment involves 67 areas that are also part of Medicare’s ongoing test with hip and knee 
replacements.
Areas in the cardiac test include Boston, as well as Akron, Ohio; Charleston, South Carolina; Fort Col-

lins, Colorado; Utica, New York; and Yuma, Arizona. A smaller group of communities will be involved in 
a related experiment that pays hospitals for coordinating rehab care for heart patients. Although the 
benefits of cardiac rehab are widely recognized, only a small share of patients receives it.
The hip fracture test includes the Miami, New York, and Los Angeles metro areas, as well as Austin, 

Texas; Bismarck, North Dakota; Flint, Michigan, and New Orleans.
Hospitals are not happy with the changes, though doctors have generally been supportive. A big con-

cern for hospitals is that Medicare requires mandatory participation by all the facilities in areas selected 
for these tests. But Conway says that’s likely to lead to even better results. The idea is that hospitals 
will watch each other’s performance closely, and the ones that have room to improve will try to catch 
the high achievers.
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____
Online:
Metro areas involved in Medicare’s experiments — http://tinyurl.com/jzfyo5l

Armless Syrian boy thrives in US, hopes family can join him
By PHILIP MARCELO, Associated Press

SHARON, Mass. (AP) — Ahmad Alkhalaf has had a busy year.
He attended Democratic President Barack Obama’s final State of the Union address as a special guest 

of a congressman. He learned to bike and rollerblade, took martial arts and gymnastics classes and 
spent his summer playing soccer and swimming in a lake at a day camp in the Boston suburbs.
And he received his first pair of prosthetic arms after his were blown off three years ago in a refugee 

camp bomb blast that also killed three of his siblings.
But as the 11-year-old Syrian boy looks to another year in his adopted home, he says his dream is to 

be reunited with his mother and four surviving siblings, who are living in Istanbul.
“I want my mom to come here,” he said on a recent Saturday as he kicked around a soccer ball in a 

park. “I feel like I’m losing her. It’s been too long. I can’t take it anymore.”
Ahmad’s father, Dirgam Alkhalaf, said those hopes largely hinge on whether Republican President-

elect Donald Trump follows through on his pledge to curtail the flow of Syrians and Muslims to the U.S.
Alkhalaf has applied for asylum and hopes to petition for the rest of the family if he and Ahmad are 

permitted to stay.
“I can only be hopeful he’ll do the right thing,” Alkhalaf said of Trump through an interpreter. “No mat-

ter what people say, I’m optimistic.”
Trump transition team officials didn’t return emails seeking comment on the family’s case.
Alkhalaf said he can’t return to Turkey after renouncing his temporary residency status there. Return-

ing to Syria, where the Sunni Muslim family lived just outside the battle-scarred city of Aleppo, also 
isn’t an option.
“There is nothing left in Syria for us. Our home is destroyed; the government is out to get us,” he said, 

referring to Syrian President Bashar Assad’s regime, which he says conducted the 2013 bombing. “I’ve 
got nowhere to go if the U.S. doesn’t want me.”
The father and son have been living among a rotating group of Muslim families since their arrival in 

June 2015 on a medical visa for Ahmad.
Alkhalaf works as a security guard at a mosque after receiving his work permit in July. He hopes to 

take his driver’s license exam soon.
The emotional strain of separation has taken its toll on the family, Alkhalaf said.
His youngest son in Turkey has developed asthma-like problems, his wife is being treated for high 

blood pressure and Ahmad doesn’t always sleep well, a problem that started with night terrors follow-
ing the bomb blasts.
“Emotionally, I’m drained,” Alkhalaf said. “If we were all together, I think a lot of us would feel better. 

It’s half the battle.”
Ahmad talks with his mother often and knows she’s struggling to provide for his siblings. The family 

largely lives off the charity of the Muslim community in New England and what Alkhalaf can send from 
his wages.
Ahmad said he tries to perk his mother up by telling her about the new things he’s experiencing.
“I try to make her happy, but it’s hard,” Ahmad said.
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He enrolled in the fourth grade this past fall at a school in the Boston suburbs. He is awaiting a more 
advanced pair of prosthetic arms. And he hopes to join a soccer team this spring.
Officials at Heights Elementary say Ahmad’s stresses haven’t appeared to affect his schooling. If any-

thing, they say, they’re impressed with how quickly he has embraced his new environment, where he 
is receiving physical and occupational therapy, one-on-one reading and math help and other support.
“He really wants to talk to people and understand things on many levels,” said Holly Geiger, Ahmad’s 

teacher. “He’s not shy, and I think that’s helped.”
Supporters have purposely jam-packed Ahmad’s schedule, said Nabil Jalal, a Sharon resident who is 

among those helping Ahmad and his father.
As Ahmad ran off to join an arts and craft session, Jalal worried what the new year might bring.
“You can’t have one parent and not the other, no matter how good the life is here,” Jalal said. “There’s 

a big missing part.”
___
Follow Philip Marcelo at twitter.com/philmarcelo. His work can be found at http://bigstory.ap.org/

journalist/philip-marcelo.

US Sen. Warren seeks to pull pot shops out of banking limbo
By STEVE LeBLANC, Associated Press

BOSTON (AP) — As marijuana shops sprout in states that have legalized the drug, they face a criti-
cal stumbling block — lack of access to the kind of routine banking services other businesses take for 
granted.
U.S. Sen. Elizabeth Warren, a Massachusetts Democrat, is leading an effort to make sure vendors 

working with legal marijuana businesses, from chemists who test marijuana for harmful substances to 
firms that provide security, don’t have their banking services taken away.
It’s part of a wider effort by Warren and others to bring the burgeoning $7 billion marijuana industry 

in from a fiscal limbo she said forces many shops to rely solely on cash, making them tempting targets 
for criminals.
After voters in Warren’s home state approved a November ballot question  to legalize the recreational 

use of pot, she joined nine other senators in sending a letter to a key federal regulator, the Financial 
Crimes Enforcement Network, calling on it to issue additional guidance to help banks provide services 
to marijuana shop vendors.
Twenty-eight states have legalized marijuana for medicinal or recreational use.
Warren, a member of the Senate Banking Committee, said there are benefits to letting marijuana-

based businesses move away from a cash-only model.
“You make sure that people are really paying their taxes. You know that the money is not being di-

verted to some kind of criminal enterprise,” Warren said recently. “And it’s just a plain old safety issue. 
You don’t want people walking in with guns and masks and saying, ‘Give me all your cash.’”
A spokesman for the Financial Crimes Enforcement Network said the agency is reviewing the letter.
There has been some movement to accommodate the banking needs of marijuana businesses.
Two years ago, the U.S. Department of the Treasury gave banks permission to do business with legal 

marijuana entities under some conditions. Since then, the number of banks and credit unions willing to 
handle pot money rose from 51 in 2014 to 301 in 2016.
Warren, however, said fewer than 3 percent of the nation’s 11,954 federally regulated banks and 

credit unions are serving the cannabis industry.
Taylor West, deputy director of the National Cannabis Industry Association, a trade organization for 

1,100 marijuana businesses nationwide, said access to banking remains a top concern.
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“What the industry needs is a sustainable solution that services the entire industry instead of tinkering 
around the edges,” Taylor said. “You don’t have to be fully in favor of legalized marijuana to know that 
it helps no one to force these businesses outside the banking system.”
Sam Kamin, a professor at the University of Denver Sturm College of Law who studies marijuana 

regulation, said there’s only so much states can do on their own.
“The stumbling block over and over again is the federal illegality,” he said.
The federal government lumps marijuana into the same class of drugs as heroin, LSD and peyote. 

Democratic President Barack Obama’s administration has essentially turned a blind eye to state laws 
legalizing the drug, and supporters of legalizing marijuana hope Republican President-elect Donald 
Trump will follow suit.
Trump officials did not respond to a request for comment. During the presidential campaign, Trump 

said states should be allowed to legalize marijuana and has expressed support for medicinal use. But 
he also has sounded more skeptical about recreational use, and his pick for attorney general, Alabama 
U.S. Sen. Jeff Sessions, is a stern critic.
Some people in the marijuana industry say the banking challenges are merely growing pains for an 

industry evolving from mom-and-pop outlets.
Nicholas Vita, CEO of Columbia Care, one of the nation’s largest providers of medical marijuana prod-

ucts, said it’s up to marijuana businesses to make sure their financial house is in order.
“It’s not just as simple as asking the banks to open their doors,” Vita said. “The industry also needs 

to develop a set of standards that are acceptable to the banks.”

Police struggle in hunt for gunman in Istanbul slayings
By ZEYNEP BILGINSOY and SUZAN FRASER, Associated Press

ISTANBUL (AP) — Turkish police struggled Monday to track down a gunman who attacked New Year’s 
Eve revelers at a popular Istanbul nightclub, killing at least 39 people, most of them foreigners. Close 
to 70 more were wounded.
The attacker, armed with a long-barreled weapon, killed a policeman and a civilian outside the Reina 

club around 1:15 a.m. before entering and firing at people partying inside, Istanbul Gov. Vasip Sahin 
said.
“Unfortunately, (he) rained bullets in a very cruel and merciless way on innocent people who were 

there to celebrate New Year’s and have fun,” Sahin told reporters.
Nearly two-thirds of the people killed were foreigners, many from the Middle East, Turkey’s state-run 

Anadolu Agency said. It said the bodies of 25 foreign nationals killed in the attack would be delivered 
to their families Monday.
Countries from India to Belgium reported their citizens among the casualties.
An estimated 600 people were celebrating inside the club, which is frequented by famous locals, in-

cluding singers, actors and sports stars. Several shocked revelers were seen fleeing the scene after the 
shooting and the music fell silent.
There was no immediate claim of responsibility for what authorities immediately called a terrorist at-

tack. Turkish officials did not comment on the possible identity or motives of the gunman.
The mass shooting followed more than 30 violent acts over the past year in Turkey, which is a member 

of the NATO alliance and a partner in the U.S.-led coalition fighting against the Islamic State group in 
Syria and Iraq. The country endured multiple bombings in 2016, including three in Istanbul alone that 
authorities blamed on IS, a failed coup attempt in July and renewed conflict with Kurdish rebels in the 
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southeast.
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan vehemently condemned “the terror attack in Istanbul’s Ortakoy neigh-

borhood in the first hours of 2017” and offered condolences for those who lost their lives, including the 
“foreign guests.”
Among the dead were an 18-year-old Israeli woman, three Indians, three Lebanese, a woman with 

dual French-Tunisian citizenship and her Tunisian husband, two Jordanians, a Belgian national, a Ku-
waiti citizen and a Canadian, according to those countries’ governments and a diplomat. Jordan’s For-
eign Ministry earlier said three of its citizens had been killed, but revised that, saying there was confu-
sion over the nationality of one victim.
A U.S. State Department official, who spoke only on condition of anonymity, said one American man 

was among those wounded. Turkey’s minister for family and social policies, Fatma Betul Sayan Kaya, 
said citizens of Saudi Arabia, Morocco, Lebanon and Libya were among those injured.
Interior Minister Suleyman Soylu said the gunman, who had not been identified, remained at large. 

“Our security forces have started the necessary operations. God willing, he will be caught in a short 
period of time,” Soylu said.
Private NTV news channel said the assailant was wearing a Santa Claus outfit when he entered the 

upscale nightclub on the shore of the Bosporus straight, on the European side of the city — a claim 
Prime Minister Binali Yildirim denied.
Security camera footage obtained by The Associated Press from Haberturk newspaper shows what 

appears to be a man dressed in black and carrying a backpack as he shoots down a police officer out-
side the nightclub. Footage taken by a different camera inside Reina shows a figure wearing different 
clothes and what could be a Santa Claus hat.
Yildirim said the attacker left a gun at the club and escaped by “taking advantage of the chaos” that 

ensued. Some customers reportedly jumped into the waters of the Bosporus to escape the attack.
Mehmet Dag, 22, said he was passing by the club when he saw a man shoot at a police officer and 

a bystander. He said the attacker then targeted security guards, gunning them down and entering the 
club.
“Once he went in, we don’t know what happened. There were gun sounds, and after two minutes the 

sound of an explosion,” Dag said.
Turkish media said the local victims included a 22-year-old police officer and a 47-year-old travel 

agent, both of whom were shot outside the club.
One was given a funeral Sunday in Istanbul, where his two sons joined the mourners gathered around 

the flag-draped casket, the private Dogan news agency reported.
Ayhan Arik, a tourism company employee who had taken foreign guests to the nightclub, was shot in 

the head, the news agency said.
On Sunday, heavily armed police blocked the snowy street in front of the nightclub. The entrance 

was covered with blue plastic sheeting below a Turkish flag. Police also patrolled the Asian side of the 
Bosporus on the other side of the club.
Crime scene investigators were seen inside the nightclub searching through mingled piles of chairs, 

tables and pieces of clothing left behind during the panic among the guests.
There were emotional scenes in front of a city morgue where the dead were taken for identification. 

Some relatives cried out and fell to the ground as they apparently learned the fate of their loved ones.
The U.S. Consulate General in Istanbul on Sunday warned American citizens to keep their movements 

in the city “to an absolute minimum.” A statement reminded U.S. citizens that extremists “are continuing 
aggressive efforts to conduct attacks in areas where U.S. citizens and expatriates reside or frequent.”
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The United States denied reports in Turkish new outlets and on social media that its security agencies 
knew in advance that the nightclub was at risk of a terror attack. The U.S. Embassy in Ankara said in a 
statement that “contrary to rumors circulating in social media, the U.S. Government had no information 
about threats to specific entertainment venues, including the Reina Club.”
Turkey faces a wide spectrum of security threats.
The Islamic State group claims to have cells in the country. Analysts think it was behind suicide bomb-

ings last January and March that targeted tourists on Istanbul’s iconic Istiklal Street as well as a high-
casualty suicide bomb and gun attack at Ataturk Airport in June.
In December, IS released a video purportedly showing the killing of two Turkish soldiers and urged its 

supporters to “conquer” Istanbul. Turkey’s jets regularly bomb the group in the northern Syrian town 
of Al-Bab. Turkish authorities have not confirmed the authenticity of the video.
Turkey’s violent 2016 also reflects the intensification of an armed conflict between the government 

and Kurdish rebels. Turkey-based Kurdish groups have claimed multiple suicide attacks. The govern-
ment has said Kurdish affiliates in Syria and Iraq share responsibility.
Complicating matters, Turkey endured a coup attempt July 15, which the government blamed on 

a U.S-based Islamist cleric. A state of emergency has been in force since then, and authorities have 
purged key institutions, including the army and police.
The violence has left the nation on edge and kept tourists at bay. In Istanbul, a bustling city bridging 

Europe and Asia, the toll on the economy is evidenced in the closure of iconic restaurants and lowered 
hotel prices.
The nightclub attack drew quick condemnation from the West and Russia.
Russian President Vladimir Putin sent a telegram to Turkey’s leader, saying that “it is hard to imagine 

a more cynical crime than killing innocent people during New Year celebrations.”
“However, terrorists don’t share moral values. Our common duty is to combat terrorists’ aggression,” 

Putin said.
The White House condemned what it called a “horrific terrorist attack” and offered U.S. help to Turkey. 

The U.N. Security Council condemned the “heinous and barbaric” assault in the “strongest terms.”
Yildirim, the prime minister, vowed to keep fighting terrorism, adding that “the terror that happens 

here today may happen in another country in the world tomorrow.”
___
Associated Press writer Zeynep Bilginsoy reported this story in Istanbul and AP writer Suzan Fraser 

reported from Ankara. AP writers Mehmet Guzel and Dusan Stojanovic in Istanbul; Dominique Soguel in 
Vannes, France; Jon Gambrell in Dubai, United Arab Emirates; Philippe Sotto in Paris; Deb Riechmann 
in Washington and Robert Gillies in Toronto contributed to this report.

1 of Chicago’s bloodiest years ends with 762 homicides
By DON BABWIN, Associated Press

CHICAGO (AP) — One of the most violent years in Chicago history ended with a sobering tally: 762 
homicides, the most in two decades in the city and more than New York and Los Angeles combined.
The nation’s third largest city also saw 1,100 more shooting incidents last year than it did in 2015, 

according to data released Sunday by the Chicago Police Department. The statistics underline a story 
of bloodshed that has put Chicago at the center of a national dialogue about gun violence.
The numbers are staggering, even for those who followed the steady news accounts of weekends 

ending with dozens of shootings and monthly death tolls that hadn’t been seen in years. The increase 
in homicides compared to 2015, when 485 were reported, is the largest spike in 60 years.
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Police and city officials have lamented the flood of illegal guns into the city, and the crime statistics 
appeared to support their claims: Police recovered 8,300 illegal guns in 2016, a 20 percent increase 
from the previous year.
Chicago Police Superintendent Eddie Johnson said during a news conference Sunday that Chicago is 

among many U.S. cities that have seen a spike in violence, including in attacks on police. He said anger 
at police, including in the wake of video released that showed a white Chicago officer shooting a black 
teenager 16 times, has left criminals “emboldened” to violent crimes.
He also said it’s becoming clearer to criminals that they have little to fear from the criminal justice 

system.
“In Chicago, we just don’t have a deterrent to pick up a gun,” he said. “Any time a guy stealing a loaf 

of bread spends more time pre-trial in jail than a gun offender, something is wrong.”
Johnson, who has for months complained about Illinois’ lax gun laws, said he thinks more and more 

gang members are arming themselves because the price for being caught is small compared to other 
large cities. He said gang members he has spoken to consider the court system “a joke.”
The bulk of the deaths and shooting incidents, which jumped from 2,426 in 2015 to 3,550 last year, 

occurred in only five of the city’s 22 police districts on the city’s South and West sides, all poor and 
predominantly black areas where gangs are most active.
Police said the shootings in those areas generally weren’t random, with more than 80 percent of the 

victims having previously been identified by police as more susceptible because of their gang ties or 
past arrests.
The city has scrambled to address the violence. Mayor Rahm Emanuel announced last year that 1,000 

officers would be added to the police department. At the same time, police officials have been trying to 
figure out why homicides and shootings — which began climbing the year before — suddenly surged.
On Sunday, Johnson said he hoped several initiatives — including more street cameras in some of the 

city’s most dangerous neighborhoods, and the expansion of gunshot-detection systems — would lead 
to more arrests and drive down the violent crime rate.
Johnson has said several factors have contributed to the increased violence. He noted 2016 was the 

first full year since the city was forced in November 2015 to release video of the fatal police shooting of 
Laquan McDonald, the black 17-year-old boy who was shot 16 times by a white police officer.
The video cost former Chicago Police Superintendent Garry McCarthy his job, sparked major protests 

around the city, and led to federal and state investigations of the police department.
It also left Johnson with the task of trying to restore public trust in what appeared to be a weakened 

police force, a perception that was only buttressed by a dramatic drop in the number of arrests in 2016.
The police department has cited several factors for the declining numbers, including a concerted effort 

not to make minor drug arrests and focus on gun violence. Johnson pointed to gun arrests and gun 
seizures as evidence that his officers are aggressively fighting crime.
But critics said they have no doubt that officers have become far more reluctant to do their jobs since 

the McDonald video was released and the officer who killed the teen was charged with murder.
“It’s almost like a pull back so they (gangs) can kill each other sort of thing,” said the Rev. Marshall 

Hatch, a prominent minister in one of Chicago’s most dangerous neighborhoods on the West Side.
Johnson acknowledged in a recent interview with The Associated Press that officers have become 

more cautious — in part out of fear of becoming the next “viral video.” He also said a state law that 
took effect last January requiring officers to fill out lengthy contact cards when they stop someone 
has resulted in fewer stops, because the cards require more paperwork for officers and the cards are 
“scrutinized” by federal judges.
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He said those concerns are not lost on criminals.
“Criminals watch TV, pay attention to the media,” he said. “They see an opportunity to commit nefari-

ous activity.”

Vandalized Hollywood sign briefly reads ‘HOLLYWeeD’
By CHRISTOPHER WEBER, Associated Press

LOS ANGELES (AP) — No, Los Angeles residents, it wasn’t your hangovers playing tricks on you. The 
Hollywood sign really did read “HOLLYWeeD” for a few hours on New Year’s Day.
Police were investigating Sunday after a prankster used giant tarps to turn two of the iconic sign’s 

white Os into Es sometime overnight.
The vandal, dressed in all black, was recorded by security cameras and could face a misdemeanor 

trespassing charge, said Sgt. Robert Payan.
The person scaled a protective fence surrounding the sign above Griffith Park and then clambered up 

each giant letter to drape the coverings, Payan said.
The prank may be a nod to California voters’ approval in November of Proposition 64, which legalized 

the recreational use of marijuana, beginning in 2018.
Hikers and tourists in the hills spent the morning snapping photos of themselves in front of the altered 

sign before park rangers began removing the tarps.
“It’s kind of cool being here at the moment,” Bruce Quinn told KABC-TV. “I thought we came to see 

the Hollywood sign, not the’ Hollyweed’ sign. But hey it’s OK with me!”
While attention-grabbing, the prank was not exactly original.  Forty-one years ago to the day — Jan. 

1, 1976 — a college student similarly altered the sign, using curtains to make it read “HOLLYWEED.”

New York trains roll on new subway line envisioned in 1920s
By ALEX LYNCH, Associated Press

NEW YORK (AP) — New Yorkers’ long wait to take a subway under Manhattan’s far Upper East Side 
ended Sunday when three new stations on the Second Avenue line opened to the public.
The first train left the station at East 96th Street at noon after a speech by Democratic Gov. Andrew 

Cuomo, who pushed to meet a New Year’s Day deadline for the long-delayed project.
“I hope when you go down there you really feel how much hard work and time and patience it’s taken 

to get to this point,” Cuomo said. “It’s incredible. This is not your grandfather’s station.”
The nearly 2-mile segment adds stations along Second Avenue at 96th, 86th and 72nd streets and a 

new connection to an existing subway line at 63rd Street.
Seen as crucial to alleviating congestion in the nation’s biggest subway system, it is on a line expected 

to carry about 200,000 riders a day. The entire system transports about 5.6 million riders on an aver-
age weekday.
The mood was festive on the first train, with many riders wearing hats that read Second Avenue Sta-

tion, including Jessica Hauser and her boyfriend, Neil Smith, who both live on the Upper East Side.
“I can see my friends in Brooklyn much easier now,” Hauser said. “It’s really great to have another 

subway nearby. I think it’s going to release a lot of pressure from the 4, 5 and 6 trains. Especially in the 
morning when I have to sometimes wait for a second or third train, since they’re so packed.”
The city’s transportation board first envisioned a Second Avenue subway in 1929, but the stock market 

crash and the Great Depression derailed the plan.
Ground was broken in 1972, but a fiscal crisis in the city slammed the brakes on the project again. 
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The project finally got into high gear when major tunneling work began in 2007.
The $4.4 billion section opening was initially supposed to be completed in 2013. Delays stemmed 

partly from concerns about construction noise.
Next, the line is slated to expand north into East Harlem. No date has been set for starting that phase 

of construction.
___
Associated Press writer Jennifer Peltz contributed to this report.

Obama boosted White House technology; Trump sees risks
By JULIE PACE, AP White House Correspondent

WASHINGTON (AP) — As Barack Obama began preparing to leave office, the first smartphone-toting 
U.S. president ordered his team to upgrade the White House’s aging technology for his successor. New 
computers were purchased and faster internet was installed.
Not included in the modernization plans? A courier service.
But that delivery method of a bygone era may be in for a comeback under Donald Trump. Despite 

his voracious use of Twitter, the president-elect appears to be leaning toward old tech to ensure the 
security of sensitive messages.
“It’s very important, if you have something really important, write it out and have it delivered by 

courier, the old-fashioned way because I’ll tell you what, no computer is safe,” Trump told reporters 
Saturday in response to questions about Russia’s alleged hacking of Democrats during the presidential 
election. Trump, who doesn’t email or surf the internet, said days earlier that computers “have compli-
cated lives very greatly.”
Trump’s skepticism of some technology marks a sharp contrast from the president he’ll replace on 

Jan. 20. Obama, who was a youthful 47 years old when he took office, carries a specially outfitted 
Blackberry, emails with a small number of friends and aides, and has received some of his daily security 
briefings on an iPad. He celebrated technological innovations at an annual science fair, created the job 
of chief technology officer in the White House and viewed technology as key to making the sprawling 
federal government more efficient and responsive to the public.
A much less frequent Twitter user than Trump, Obama let loose Sunday with a volley of tweets high-

lighting some of his accomplishments as president: boosting clean energy, bringing troops home, de-
livering “the longest streak of job growth in our history,” passing a law to make health care affordable, 
reducing dependence on foreign oil and working “to reaffirm that all are created equal.”
But technology has also been a burden for Obama. Online sign-ups for his health care law were 

crippled by massive technical issues, resulting in one of the most embarrassing episodes of his presi-
dency. National Security Agency contractor Edward Snowden stole classified information that he leaked 
to journalists, revealing the Obama administration’s bulk collection of millions of Americans’ phone 
records, as well as U.S. spying on some friendly foreign leaders.
Trump, 70, rarely uses a computer and sifts through stacks of newspapers, magazines and printed 

articles to read the news. He panned candidates’ reliance on data and technology in presidential cam-
paigns, preferring to make decisions in part based on the reaction from audiences at his rallies. While 
Trump’s tweetstorms are already legendary, he utters some of his messages out loud and leaves the 
actual typing to aides.
Incoming White House press secretary Sean Spicer said he expects Trump to continue using Twitter 

and other social media sites as president, casting it as an effective way to communicate with Ameri-
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cans.
“Absolutely, you’re going to see Twitter,” Spicer said Sunday on ABC’s “This Week.” ‘’I think it freaks 

the mainstream media out — that he has this following of 45-plus million people that follow him on 
social media” and he “can have a direct conversation” with them.
Trump has shown some interest in technology since winning the White House. Billionaire tech investor 

Peter Thiel has been working with Trump’s transition team and could serve as an adviser to the admin-
istration. Trump met with several Silicon Valley executives last month, telling them his administration 
was “here to help you folks do well.”
As Trump heads into the White House, some of the biggest questions surrounding his relationship 

with technology will involve security. U.S. intelligence agencies say Russia hacked the Democratic Na-
tional Committee and a top aide to Democratic nominee Hillary Clinton during the election, exposing 
the vulnerabilities of systems in Washington. Revelations that Clinton used a personal email and private 
internet server during her four years as Obama’s secretary of state highlighted the lax practices that 
exist in government.
As a candidate, Trump called for an immediate review of U.S. cyber defenses and vulnerabilities, 

though he has not detailed specific steps he plans to take to bolster cybersecurity and has not publicly 
accepted the intelligence community’s conclusion that Russia was behind the election year hacking. 
Nor has Trump outlined any changes in the way he expects the White House to use technology for 
day-to-day work.
Bruce Schneier, a technology security expert, said Trump was right to question the safeguards that 

exist for protecting his own communications as president.
“If the Russian spies want to get at his data, no computer is probably safe,” said Schneier, a fellow at 

Harvard University’s Kennedy School of Government. “Everything is vulnerable.”
Of course, the courier system Trump suggests is hardly foolproof, either. After the U.S. killed 9/11 

mastermind Osama bin Laden, administration officials said they had gleaned crucial information on his 
whereabouts by tracking the al-Qaida leader’s courier.
___
Follow Julie Pace at http://twitter.com/jpaceDC

In red states, businesses gearing up to fight bathroom bills
By JONATHAN MATTISE, Associated Press

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) — Sean Henry, the president of Tennessee’s NHL team, is stunned he even 
has to explain why he hopes state legislators will snub bills similar to North Carolina’s transgender bath-
room law, which has consumed that state for months and scared off businesses and sporting events.
The Nashville Predators team is among about 300 companies, ranging from health-care giant HCA to 

FedEx, joining under the moniker Tennessee Thrives to oppose bathroom and religious objection bills, 
which they consider discriminatory and bad for business. Companies in other GOP-led states have had 
success voicing opposition under similar names: Georgia Prospers, Opportunity West Virginia, Missouri 
Competes.
“I honestly cannot believe that in 2016 I’m actually asked a question as to why I would support anti-

discrimination groups,” Henry said. “I think the real question is: who hasn’t joined?”
After the United States Supreme Court legalized same-sex marriage in 2015, social conservatives 

turned to statehouses, seeking state laws to let businesses, pastors and government refuse services to 
LGBT people based on their religious objections to same-sex unions.
Social progressives hoping to hold back that tide appealed to citizens’ sense of equality and people’s 
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pocketbooks.
Despite the political and economic repercussions that erupted in North Carolina, the American Civil 

Liberties Union expects an increase in statehouse proposals limiting LGBT protections in 2017.
Frank Cannon, president of the socially conservative American Principles Project, encouraged Repub-

licans to push back against those trying to cast North Carolina’s bathroom bill as a financial liability. 
He pointed to a GOP wave led by President-elect Donald Trump as proof that the public still embraces 
social conservatism.
“Republicans must keep fighting because, while the left was able to successfully define HB2 as an 

economic issue and convince elite corporations and celebrities to punish the state of North Carolina for 
protecting the privacy of young girls, their overreach clearly backfired in the presidential race in a big 
way,” he said.
North Carolina’s law omits LGBT people from state anti-discrimination protections and orders trans-

gender people to use bathrooms in schools and government buildings that align with the sex on their 
birth certificate. Businesses, conventions and sports events have avoided North Carolina in protest, and 
Republican Gov. Pat McCrory lost his re-election under heavy criticism for signing the law.
Now, as lawmakers begin their work this winter, some Republicans are heeding business groups’ 

warnings to steer clear of the laws, even in some of Trump’s more favorable turf.
Kentucky looks on paper like a state likely to embrace a law like North Carolina’s: the GOP won con-

trol of both legislative chambers in November for the first time in a century, and Republican Gov. Matt 
Bevin joined a lawsuit this year challenging the federal government’s directive that public schools allow 
students to use the bathroom of their gender identity. Yet Bevin, a staunch social conservative, has 
dismissed calls for a bathroom bill.
“Why would we?” he said. “Is there anyone you know in Kentucky who has trouble going to the bath-

room? The last thing we need is more government rules. I’m cutting red tape, not creating it.”
This spring, Georgia’s legislature passed a bill aimed at shielding religious people who deny services 

because of a moral objection.  Within days, Coca-Cola and other big-name Georgia companies joined 
prominent Hollywood figures calling for a veto. The Walt Disney Co., Marvel Studios and Salesforce.
com threatened to take business elsewhere. The NFL said the potential law would factor into whether 
Atlanta hosts the 2019 or 2020 Super Bowl.
Georgia’s Republican Gov. Nathan Deal vetoed it.
In West Virginia, where Trump won every county and more than 68 percent of the popular vote, 

the incoming state Senate President said his poor state desperately needs economic opportunity and 
should not wade into controversial social issues in 2017.
“Putting forth solutions to problems that don’t exist is not going to be on our agenda,” Republican 

Sen. Mitch Carmichael said.
Still, bathroom bills have been introduced in Republican states that include Alabama, South Carolina 

and Missouri, where the governor’s mansion changed from Democratic to Republican control. And in 
South Dakota, where GOP Gov. Dennis Daugaard vetoed a bathroom bill in 2016, the bathroom issue 
could make the 2018 ballot.
Tennessee is in wait-and-see mode while the U.S. Supreme Court considers the federal bathroom 

guidance for schools, which state Republicans think Trump would ditch anyway, said Tennessee Rep. 
Glen Casada, the GOP caucus chairman.
The state has faced backlash for passing a 2016 law that lets therapists decline to see patients based 

on religious values and personal principles. As a result, the American Counseling Association canceled 
a Nashville convention, calling the law discriminatory.
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Tennessee Thrives says it’ll advocate for policies of inclusivity and nondiscrimination. The group hopes 
its formation serves as warning shot to state lawmakers as the agenda takes shape for the session 
starting Jan. 10.
Dale Walker, president of the Tennessee Pastors Network, said the business opposition will only moti-

vate conservative religious groups to push harder for bathroom bills and “religious freedom” measures.
“They’ve done us a great favor,” Walker said. “They’re going to galvanize the conservative churches in 

Tennessee like they have never seen before.”

Mariah Carey rep: Technical problems bungle New Year’s show
NEW YORK (AP) — After a brief, flawless “Auld Lang Syne,” it was all downhill for Mariah Carey on 

New Year’s Eve.
A representative for the million-selling superstar cited technical difficulties for a disastrous appearance 

on “Dick Clark’s New Year’s Rockin’ Eve with Ryan Seacrest,” which aired on ABC and was the subject 
of widespread mockery on social media.
Carey’s mood seemed to range from frustration to resignation as she struggled with the pre-recorded 

musical tracks. Telling the revelers jammed into Times Square that there had not been a sound check 
for her hit song “Emotions,” she lamented that “we’re missing some of these vocals, but it is what it is.”
“Let the audience sing,” she decided as she paced the stage.
“I’m trying to be a good sport here,” she said, adding her own sarcastic review of the performance. 

“That was ... amazing.”
The next song, “We Belong Together,” went no better. At times, she lowered the microphone from her 

mouth and the music, vocals and all, kept playing, making it clear she was lip-synching.
“Unfortunately there was nothing she could do to continue with the performance given the circum-

stances,” Carey spokeswoman Nicole Perna said Sunday.
A representative for Dick Clark productions did not immediately return an email seeking comment.
Carey later tweeted about the night, starting with a brief profanity, throwing in a couple of sad emojis 

and concluding with, “Here’s to making more headlines in 2017.”
On Twitter, commentators called the fiasco a fitting end to a traumatic year for the music industry, 

marked by the deaths of Prince, David Bowie and George Michael among others. One tweeter, referring 
to the 2016 presidential campaign, joked that Carey’s show had been hacked by the Russians.

Just 2 slots still up for grabs on final NFL weekend
By The Associated Press

As the final day of the NFL regular season begins, the playoff picture is almost set with just three (four 
officially) NFC teams fighting for two spots. The AFC teams are set, but are playing for seeding.
If the Redskins beat the Giants in a 4:25 p.m. game, the Packers-Lions loser tonight is eliminated. If 

New York prevails, both the Packers and Lions are in.
Tampa Bay is still alive, but needs an unlikely set of results including a Giants-Redskins tie.
Oakland, with backup quarterback Matt McGloin, has a chance pass New England for the No. 1 seed 

in the AFC, or could fall behind Kansas City in the AFC West with a loss to Denver and a Chiefs win at 
San Diego.
___
For more NFL coverage: http://www.pro32.ap.org and http://www.twitter.com/AP_NFL



Groton Daily Independent
Monday, Jan. 02, 2017 ~ Vol. 24 - No. 181 ~ 36 of 40

Illinois law enlists hairstylists to prevent domestic abuse
By CARYN ROUSSEAU, Associated Press

CHICAGO (AP) — An Illinois law that takes effect Sunday aims to take advantage of the trusted rela-
tionship between hairstylists and their clients to prevent domestic violence.
Stylists, barbers, cosmetologists, estheticians, hair braiders and nail technicians in Illinois will receive 

an hour of mandated abuse-prevention training as part of the licensing process. The law does not re-
quire them to report any violence, and it shelters them from any liability.
Instead, the training provides beauty professionals with information about local help and resources 

they can share with clients. The Illinois measure appears to be the first of its kind in the country, ac-
cording to the National Conference of State Legislatures.
Hairstylists are well situated to notice signs of abuse, said Vi Nelson, spokeswoman for the industry 

group Cosmetologists Chicago.
Abusers “tend to try to find places where it could be an accident or it’s not as visible,” Nelson said. 

“They may hit them in the back of the head, and there’s a bruise or a bump. The hairdresser is touching 
you and can see things that cannot be visible to the casual observer.”
Clients and stylists often develop yearslong relationships, said Karen Gordon, who owns J. Gordon 

Designs salon in Chicago.
“We get very close with our clients, even so far to say we love our clients,” she said. “You know people 

through life’s ups and downs. When people come into a safe environment like a beauty salon, they tend 
to open up.”
State Sen. Bill Cunningham supported the measure, in part, because his wife is a former hairstylist 

whose customers frequently shared incidents of domestic violence.
She “had a difficult time dealing with these issues when they came up. She wasn’t sure what to tell 

her clients,” said Cunningham, a Democrat.
That’s why the new law was written to connect victims with services, not to have beauty professionals 

act as therapists, he said.
“The main goal is to get victims of domestic violence professional help if they want it,” he said. “It 

could be as simple as providing their client with a phone number. In maybe more extreme cases it could 
be putting their client in touch with a shelter.”
The domestic violence prevention nonprofit Chicago Says No More said the mandate was needed 

because past training efforts never caught on. The group’s founder, Kristie Paskvan, said beauty profes-
sionals are an ideal source to provide help because they can be more objective than family and friends.
“They’re listening and then they can say ‘Hey, if you’re interested, here’s some information,’” Paskvan 

said.
State Rep. Fran Hurley of Chicago, who supported the legislation, said she knows of one Chicago-

area salon owner who puts business cards for a local anti-domestic violence group in her beauty shop’s 
bathroom.
“You’d be amazed at how many times she has to replace them,” said Hurley, also a Democrat. “She 

refills them all the time.”
Cosmetologists Chicago helped write the measure so that it did not require beauty professionals to 

become involved or report violence unless they choose. Once that was clarified, Nelson said, the profes-
sional response was “overwhelmingly positive.”
The first training sessions will be offered in March at an industry trade show in Chicago.
Gordon has been in the beauty industry for 38 years and said she thinks she would have used the 

training if it were offered earlier in her career.
“I wish I’d had the tools,” she said. “I wish I’d had the resources.”
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Trump still not sold on Russian link to hacking
By JILL COLVIN, Associated Press

PALM BEACH, Fla. (AP) — President-elect Donald Trump says that “no computer is safe” when it 
comes to keeping information private, expressing new skepticism about the security of online com-
munications his administration is likely to use for everything from day-to-day planning to international 
relations.
Trump rarely uses email or computers, despite his frequent tweeting.
“You know, if you have something really important, write it out and have it delivered by courier, the 

old-fashioned way,” Trump told reporters during his annual New Year’s Eve bash. “Because I’ll tell you 
what: No computer is safe.”
Trump has repeatedly cast aside allegations by U.S. intelligence agencies that Russia tried to influence 

the presidential election through hacking. President Barack Obama ordered sanctions on Russian spy 
agencies last week, closed two Russian compounds and expelled 35 diplomats the U.S. said were really 
spies. The Russian government has denied the allegations.
Trump plans to meet with intelligence officials in coming days to learn more about the allegations. He 

said he wants U.S. officials “to be sure because it’s a pretty serious charge.” He pointed to intelligence 
failures over the existence of weapons of mass destruction in Iraq before the U.S. invasion, and de-
clared himself an expert in the area.
“I know a lot about hacking,” he said, “and hacking is a very hard thing to prove, so it could be some-

body else.”
He added, cryptically, that he also knows “things that other people don’t know. And so they cannot 

be sure of the situation.”
Asked what he knows, he said: “You’ll find out on Tuesday or Wednesday.”
Trump made the comments during at his Mar-a-Lago club. Hundreds of guests gathered in the club’s 

grand ballroom, including action star Sylvester Stallone and romance novel model Fabio. Reporters 
were invited to watch as guests arrived.
Earlier in the day, Trump ditched his press pool, traveling to play golf at one of his clubs without jour-

nalists on hand to ensure the public has knowledge of his whereabouts.
A member of Trump’s golf club in Jupiter, Florida, posted a photo on Twitter of Trump on the greens 

Saturday morning and said about 25 U.S. Secret Service agents accompanied the president-elect. Re-
porters had not been advised of the visit to the club.
Transition aide Stephanie Grisham confirmed that Trump had made a “last-minute trip” to Trump 

National Golf Club Jupiter, which is about a half-hour drive from Mar-a-Lago, where Trump has been 
spending the holidays. He returned to the estate at midafternoon.
Grisham said that she and other aides weren’t aware of the trip and “appreciate everyone’s under-

standing.”
“We are in the home stretch of this transition period and don’t anticipate any additional situations like 

this between now and inauguration,” she said in a statement.
Before he went golfing Saturday, Trump tweeted an unusual New Year’s message to friends and foes: 

“Happy New Year to all, including to my many enemies and those who have fought me and lost so badly 
they just don’t know what to do. Love!”
With the arrival of 2017, another New Year’s message moved on Trump’s Twitter account at about 

midnight.
This one was decidedly more upbeat, addressed to all Americans, and included an abbreviation for his 

campaign slogan: Make America Great Again.
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“To all Americans- HappyNewYear & many blessings to you all! Looking forward to a wonderful & 
prosperous 2017 as we work together to #MAGA.”
___
Follow Colvin on Twitter at https://twitter.com/colvinj

De Minaur, Whittington get wild cards for Australian Open
MELBOURNE, Australia (AP) — Australian Open organizers have given 17-year-old Alex De Minaur and 

Andrew Whittington wild-card entries to the season’s first grand slam tournament.
De Minaur, a Wimbledon junior finalist last year, beat top-seeded Mikhail Kukushkin in the qualifying 

tournament for the Brisbane International, where he is set to make his ATP main draw debut this week. 
Whittington, 23, achieved a career-high ranking of No. 170 last November after winning six ITF titles 
and reaching semifinals at two ATP Challenger events.
Other wild cards already granted for the Australian Open men’s main draw include Denis Istomin, the 

Asia-Pacific Wildcard playoff winner from Uzbekistan, and Quentin Halys of France and Michael Mmoh 
of the United States, who were given reciprocal wildcards for the French Open and the U.S. Open.

Vandalized Hollywood sign briefly reads ‘HOLLYWeeD’
By CHRISTOPHER WEBER, Associated Press

LOS ANGELES (AP) — No, Los Angeles residents, 
it wasn’t your hangovers playing tricks on you. The 
Hollywood sign really did read “HOLLYWeeD” for a 
few hours on New Year’s Day.
Police were investigating Sunday after a prankster 

used giant tarps to turn two of the iconic sign’s white 
Os into Es sometime overnight.
The vandal, dressed in all black, was recorded by 

security cameras and could face a misdemeanor 
trespassing charge, said Sgt. Robert Payan.
The person scaled a protective fence surrounding 

the sign above Griffith Park and then clambered up 
each giant letter to drape the coverings, Payan said.
The prank may be a nod to California voters’ ap-

proval in November of Proposition 64, which legal-
ized the recreational use of marijuana, beginning in 
2018.
Hikers and tourists in the hills spent the morning 

snapping photos of themselves in front of the al-
tered sign before park rangers began removing the 
tarps.
“It’s kind of cool being here at the moment,” Bruce 

Quinn told KABC-TV. “I thought we came to see the 
Hollywood sign, not the’ Hollyweed’ sign. But hey 
it’s OK with me!”
While attention-grabbing, the prank was not exact-

ly original.  Forty-one years ago to the day — Jan. 

The Hollywood sign is seen vandalized 
Sunday, Jan. 1, 2017. Los Angeles residents 
awoke New Year’s Day to find a prankster 
had altered the famed Hollywood sign to 
read “HOLLYWeeD.” Police have notified 
the city’s Department of General Services, 
whose officers patrol Griffith Park and the 
area of the rugged Hollywood Hills near the 
sign. California voters in November approved 
Proposition 64, which legalized the recre-
ational use of marijuana, beginning in 2018. 
(AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)
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1, 1976 — a college student similarly altered the sign, using curtains to make it read “HOLLYWEED.”

Today in History
By The Associated Press

Today in History
Today is Monday, Jan. 2, the second day of 2017. There are 363 days left in the year.
Today’s Highlight in History:
On Jan. 2, 1942, the Philippine capital of Manila was captured by Japanese forces during World War II.
On this date:
In 1788, Georgia became the fourth state to ratify the U.S. Constitution.
In 1792, the first classes began at Georgetown University in Washington, D.C.
In 1893, the U.S. Postal Service issued its first commemorative stamp to honor the World’s Columbian 

Expedition and the quadricentennial of Christopher Columbus’ voyage.
In 1900, U.S. Secretary of State John Hay announced the “Open Door Policy” to facilitate trade with 

China.
In 1921, religious services were broadcast on radio for the first time as KDKA in Pittsburgh aired the 

regular Sunday service of the city’s Calvary Episcopal Church.
In 1935, Bruno Hauptmann went on trial in Flemington, New Jersey, on charges of kidnapping and 

murdering the 20-month-old son of Charles and Anne Lindbergh. (Hauptmann was found guilty, and 
executed.)
In 1955, the president of Panama, Jose Antonio Remon Cantera, was assassinated at a racetrack.
In 1967, Republican Ronald Reagan took the oath of office as the new governor of California in a cer-

emony that took place in Sacramento shortly just after midnight.
In 1974, President Richard Nixon signed legislation requiring states to limit highway speeds to 55 

miles an hour as a way of conserving gasoline in the face of an OPEC oil embargo. (The 55 mph limit 
was effectively phased out in 1987; federal speed limits were abolished in 1995.) “Singing cowboy” star 
Tex Ritter died in Nashville at age 68.
In 1981, police in Sheffield, England, arrested Peter Sutcliffe, who confessed to being the “Yorkshire 

Ripper,” the serial killer of 13 women.
In 1991, Sharon Pratt was sworn in as mayor of Washington, D.C., becoming the first black woman to 

head a city of Washington’s size and prominence.
In 2006, a methane gas explosion at the Sago (SAY’-goh) Mine in West Virginia claimed the lives of 12 

miners, but one miner, Randal McCloy, Jr., was eventually rescued. The roof of a skating rink collapsed 
in the German town of Bad Reichenhall (bahd RYK’-ehn-hahl), killing 15 people.
Ten years ago: The state funeral for former President Gerald R. Ford began with an elaborate service 

at Washington National Cathedral, then moved to Grand Rapids, Michigan. New York City commuter 
Wesley Autrey Sr. saved Cameron Hollopeter, a 19-year-old film student who’d fallen onto subway 
tracks, by leaping down and pulling the teen and himself into the trough between the tracks as a train 
passed over them. Talk show host Oprah Winfrey opened a school for disadvantaged girls in South Af-
rica. (The school later became embroiled in allegations of abuse; Winfrey apologized and promised an 
overhaul.) No. 5 Louisville beat No. 15 Wake Forest 24-13 in the Orange Bowl. Former Jerusalem Mayor 
Teddy Kollek died at age 95.
Five years ago: Gordon Hirabayashi, a Japanese-American sociologist who spent 90 days in jail for re-

fusing to be interned during World War II, died in Edmonton, Alberta, Canada at age 93. (Hirabayashi’s 
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conviction was overturned in 1987 by a U.S. court which concluded that the U.S. government’s intern-
ment policies had been based on political expediency, and not on any risk to national security.) The 
2012 Tournament of Roses brought its flowery floats to a worldwide audience under clear blue skies 
in Pasadena, California, and in its wake was followed by hundreds of anti-Wall Street protesters. No. 
3 Oklahoma State beat No. 4 Stanford 41-38 in overtime in the Fiesta Bowl. No. 6 Oregon beat No. 9 
Wisconsin 45-38 in the Rose Bowl.
One year ago: A heavily armed group led by Ammon and Ryan Bundy seized the Malheur National 

Wildlife Refuge in Oregon, beginning a 41-day standoff to protest the imprisonment of two ranchers 
convicted of setting fires on public land and demand the federal government turn over public lands 
to local control. Vermont Sen. Bernie Sanders’ campaign said it had raised more than $33 million dur-
ing the previous three months in his bid to win the Democratic nomination, just short of the amount 
brought in by rival Hillary Clinton during the same period. The mayor of Temixco, Mexico, Gisela Mota, 
was assassinated a day after being sworn into office; two suspects were killed in a clash with police 
and three others arrested. Saudi Arabia executed 47 prisoners, including a prominent Shiite cleric; 
Shiite leaders in Iran and elsewhere across the Middle East swiftly condemned Riyadh and warned of 
a sectarian backlash.
Today’s Birthdays: Country musician Harold Bradley is 91. Former House Speaker Dennis Hastert is 

75. TV host Jack Hanna is 70. Actress Wendy Phillips is 65. Actress Cynthia Sikes is 63. Actress Ga-
brielle Carteris is 56. Movie director Todd Haynes is 56. Retired MLB All-Star pitcher David Cone is 54. 
Actress Tia Carrere is 50. Actor Cuba Gooding Jr. is 49. Model Christy Turlington is 48. Actor Taye Diggs 
is 46. Actress Renee Elise Goldsberry (Stage: “Hamilton”) is 46. Rock musician Scott Underwood is 46. 
Rock singer Doug Robb (Hoobastank) is 42. Actor Dax Shepard is 42. Actress Paz Vega is 41. Country 
musician Chris Hartman is 39. Ballroom dancer Karina Smirnoff (TV: “Dancing with the Stars”) is 39. 
Rock musician Jerry DePizzo Jr. (O.A.R.) is 38. Rhythm-and-blues singer Kelton Kessee (IMX) is 36. Pop 
singer-musician Ryan Merchant (Capital Cities) is 36. Actress Kate Bosworth is 34. Actor Peter Gadiot 
is 32. Jazz singer-musician Trombone Shorty is 31. Rhythm-and-blues singer/rapper Bryson Tiller is 24.
Thought for Today: “A clash of doctrines is not a disaster — it is an opportunity.” — Alfred North 

Whitehead, English philosopher and mathematician (1861-1947).


