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If there is an active shooter at the school, you must have

P  A  T  I  E  N  C  E

It has been a year and a half in the making, and on Wednesday morning, a variety of agen-
cies gathered at the Groton Area High School where an active shooter drill was played out. 

"If it would have been a real event, there would have been many, many more law enforce-
ment other agencies here," said Superintendent Joe Schwan. "Everyone in Northeast South 
Dakota would have been here." Groton's surveillance system would be tied into the Brown 
County Emergency Management van.

Scott Meints, Brown County Emergency Management Director, said of the exercise, "I think 
it went really well. We tested the procedures and policies of the school. I hope we find some 
weaknesses, nothing critical, but we can learn and tweak the policies and plan. We'll be talk-
ing about it in the after action meeting. We'll talk about what went right and what we need to 
work on. There will be some follow-up meetings in the weeks to come  We'll compile all the 
information from the evaluators and the participants we'll put together a game plan of what 
we need to look at and maybe make better."

In the event of an active shooter, both the elementary and the high school buildings would 
be in lock down. The outside doors would immediately be locked. All students would immedi-
ately go to a room where the teachers would lock and secure the doors and send the students 
to a predetermined safe wall. Once the shooter was reprimanded, a generic message would 
be sent through the school's all-call system, instructing parents where to go for the reuni-
fication process. "Every room would have to be cleared in an active situation," Meints said. 
"We would start the reunification processes as soon as we can. Obviously it's going to take a 
considerable amount of time and there will be some parents that will be a little over anxious," 
he said. "It's critical that parents understand that we're here to keep your kids safe and the 
folks are doing their best to make that happen. They need to be patient in the reunification 
process. It is not something that happens with the snap of a finger. It's going to be hoouurrs 

Brown County Emergency Director Scott Meints talks about the procedure in the high school gym before the shooter 
event drill was to begin. (Photo by Paul Kosel)

Patti Woods from the Brown County 
Emergency Management office helped 
to coordiante between law enforcement 
and fire and rescue. (Photo by Paul Kosel)

The two evaluators for the Groton Area School 
were Mike Kroll, Warner School Superintendent, 
and Jim Block, Webster Area School Superinten-
dent. Groton Area Superintendent Joe Schwan 
was talking with them after the event. (Photo by 

Paul Kosel)

in a real event. That's one of the hardest things is the 
reunification process."

Schwan said that when both schools go into lock 
down, the law enforcement would be the only ones 
to allow one school to be released.

Over the years, the school board has invested a lot 
of money in the district's surveillance system. Schwan 
said, "The school's surveillance system worked surpris-
ingly well. The whole exercise went well and it was a 
learning experience."

Continues on Page 2



Midwest Masonry & Concrete Pumping
Greg Heilman, owner

405 E 1st Ave., Groton 
Greg: 253/929-9137
Mike: 605/492-7041

midwestmasonry1@yahoo.com

Harry Implement
“Family Owned & Operated Since 1935!”

(605) 395-6421
Ferney

605-380-1717
www.shawnschultzconstruction.com

Check out our portfoilo 
on Facebook at 

Schultz-Construction-LLC
~ New Construction and Remodeling- 
renovations, additions, and carpentry 
work
~ Concrete- foundations, flatwork, 
decorative concrete surfaces.

JOHNSON AGENCY
Real Estate & Insurance
Jay Johnson, Broker

 www.johnsonagencygroton.com
102 N Main St.
Groton, SD 57445

Office: 605/397-2424
Home: 605/397-8565

www.harrmotors.com 
605-225-3078 ~ 1-800-658-3463

Over 30 Years 

of Combined 

Experience!

TreeLine Tree Service

Sperry Stump Removal

TJ:
605/380-7915

Tyler: 
605/216-8431

13556 400th Ave., Groton SD 57445
Allen McKiver, Owner ~ 605/397-4404

13556 400th Ave., Groton SD 57445
Allen McKiver, Owner ~ 605/397-4404

Olde
Bank
Floral 

@

101 N. Main St., Groton ~ 397-8650 
www.oldebankfloral.com

Fresh 
flowers, 

silks, 
home 
decor & so much 

more

2 ◊ 397news.com ◊ Wed., Aug. 24, 2016

Meints said that Groton Area was the first 
rural Brown County School to have this drill. 
It has been done in two other schools in Ab-
erdeen. "It takes a lot of time, a lot of money 
and a lot of people to pull this off," Meints said. 
"We did one small table top session to prepare 
ourselves last summer. And we're doing this 
the day before school starts so it's fresh in 
everyone's mind." When asked why the drill 
wasn't done during a school day, he said, "We 
didn't want to put the stress on the kids. If we 
would have been here with a full school day, 
there would be considerable stress for those 
students and we felt we didn't want to do that. 
We felt, though, that it was important enough 
for us to practice."

The agencies that were involved besides 
the Groton Area School included the Groton 
Police Department, Groton Fire and Rescue, 
Brown County Emergency Management, 
Brown County Sheriff and the South Dakota 
Highway Patrol. Agencies that came to help 
evaluate were Codington County Emergency 
Management, Hamlin Co Sheriff’s Office, SD 
DCI, Avera St Luke’s, Webster Area School 
District, Warner School District, SD Office of 
Emergency Management.

Schwan said that each agency had two ob-
servers (wearing yellow vests). Evaluators wore 
a white vest and the media wore a red vest.  
Meints said there were close to 80 people in-
volved. Schwan said that the school had about 
that many as well involved with the event. 
Diane Kurtz, one of the teachers, described 
what she did once the school was forced into 

Shooter Drill
Continued from front

Officer Justin Cleveland and a SD High-
way Patrolman reprimanded the "shoot-
er" who was played by Ross Erickson of 
the Brown County Sheriff's Office. (Photo 

by Paul Kosel)

Members of Groton Fire and Rescue help several people who were shot at the 
event. (Photo by Paul Kosel)

lock down. "We closed the door and locked it. 
The door was barricaded with student desks 
and an extension cord was used to tie it from 
one door handle with another one. We went 
to the safe wall designated with a picture of a 
tiger. We turned off the lights and sat quietly." 
Kurtz said she normally had 19 to 25 students 
in her classroom. "I've never had problems 
with the students during a drill." To prepare 
for the event, Kurtz said that she reviewed a 
safety handbook. "I feel I'm prepared as much 
as you possibly can be."

It makes you think about different scenarios. 
I feel prepared as much as you possibly can 
be.

Groton Police Officer Jerry Bjerke was the 
first "live" officer to enter the building. "When 
I got here," he said, "we already had an of-
ficer down and that's not a good feeling. In 
a real life situation, 99.5 percent of the stu-
dents are locked in their rooms. You're going 
to have some casualties because some will 
not be locked in a room." Bjerke's advice to 
students: "Get in a room and secure it. When 
the school goes into lock-down, the students 
are suppose to be in a room immediately and 
lock the door."

Of the event, Schwan said, "Everyone did a 
fine job."

- Paul Kosel

Members of Groton Fire and Rescue 
check on a casualty of the event, who 
happened to be Andrea Eisenbeisz, the 
local coroner. (Photo by Paul Kosel)

Groton officers Jerry Bjerke and David 
Hunter run to the scene. (Photo by Paul Kosel)



Hours at Ellendale, N.D. are:
Monday 9 - 12 & 1 - 5 Thursday 1:00 - 4:00

Dr. Geoffrey Rath - Optometrist
Eye Exams Glaucoma Tests Rx’s Filled

- All Types Contact Lenses -
Doctor here Mondays Only - Office open Thursdays.
701-349-3223 to make appointments & adjustments

Dakota Brush
Brooms, Brushes, Mops, Can Liners, Paper Products.

Brushes & Squeegees
and Snow Shovels

397-9337
104 N. Main, Groton

Groton Chiropractic 
Clinic

Carol McFarland-Kutter, D.C.
1205 N 1st St., Groton 397-8204

605/395-6531

Hanlon Brothers
Gravel Hauling

New & Cleaning of 
Stockdams with our 
60’ reach trackhoe

Removal, Grinding, Chipping, Trimming
605-725-WOOD

Mason Dinger: 605-216-6098
Trevor Zeck: 605-216-8910

Webster Theatre
Theatre opens at 7 pm with movies starting at 

7:30 pm, Friday through Monday.
8/27 Ice Age: Collision Course,  PG

9/3 Jason Bourne, PG 13

225 Brown County Hwy 19 South
Aberdeen: 605/725-4900

Kristi Peterson Bookkeeping
Simple Solutions for YOU

605/216-4474 ~ peterson4@nvc.net

Put our
experienced 
team to work 

for you!
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Complimentary 
Hearing Test

605/229-3688
1-800-888-5468
2301 8th Ave. NE

Suite 100, Aberdeen
Serving Groton and surrounding
communities for over 30 years!

www.hearingcarepro.com

South Dakota Farmers Union Foundation 
Awards $1,000 Scholarship to Lily Cutler

Tom Farber, Farmers Union Insurance Agent in Brit-
ton, SD, and Lily Cutler, scholarship recipient from 
Claremont, SD.

Soup, Sandwich 
and Pie Luncheon

$2 Each
Thursday, Sept. 8
11 a.m. to 1 p.m.

St. John's Lutheran Church
Groton

Craft and Bake Sale
Supplemental funds have been 

applied for from
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans.

Soccer teams at Belle 
Fourche

The Groton soccer teams traveled to Belle 
Fourche on Friday where the girls tied with 
the home team and the boys lost by one goal.

The girls team ended the game with a 2-2 
tie. Harleigh Stange scored both goals and 
both were assisted by Emily Locke. Devan 
Howard had five saves as the goalie.

Belle Fourche boys edged Groton Area, 3-2. 
Wyatt Locke had 15 saves. Clayton Kurtz had 
one goal on a penalty kick and Belle Fourche 
scored Groton’s other goalie by mistake.

HURON, S.D.—Lily Cutler 
of Claremont, SD, has been 
awarded a $1,000 scholarship 
from the South Dakota Farm-
ers Union Foundation’s annual 
Insuring a Brighter Tomorrow 
scholarship program. 

Lily was one of 25 recipients 
chosen from a large group 
of applicants to receive the 
scholarship to be used in her 
post-secondary education in 
South Dakota. The scholarship 
program is funded by Farmers 
Union Insurance agents from 
across the state through the 
South Dakota Farmers Union 
Foundation. The recipients were 
chosen based on a combination 
of academic record, activities 
and awards, financial need, 
and an essay relating to how 
they might, “Insure a Brighter 

Tomorrow,” in South Dakota.
“This group of scholarship recipients will be the upcoming leaders for South Dakota’s future.  

We’re choosing to invest in these outstanding individuals to help them pursue their goals 
and aspirations,” said Jason Wells, Regional Manager of Farmers Union Insurance. “This is 
a remarkable and extraordinary group and they make me excited about the future of our 
great state.”

Lily Cutler is the daughter of James & Lisa Cutler. Lily plans to attend South Dakota School 
of Mines and Technology and will major in Chemical Engineering.

Indian Taco 
Fundraiser

Wednesday, Aug. 31
Starting at 11:30 a.m.

at the Golden Living Center
Fundraiser for the

Alzheimer’s Association
1 taco is $7

1 taco with a pop and a bar is $10
Coke, Dt. Coke, Orange and Mt. Dew

Choice of toppings: Meat, Pinto 
beans, onions, cheese, lettuce, 
tomato, salas and sour cream.

Thanks for your support!

1106 N 2nd St., Groton
605/397-2365
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EMPLOYMENT
OTR FLATBED DRIVERS NEEDED. $1200.00 

sign on bonus, safety bonus, fuel bonus, 
health insurance and re- tirement program. 
Late model trucks & trailers. Two years OTR 
experience required. Contact Gary @ l-877-
468- 5266._________________________________

SMART SALES AND LEASE (est. 2001) seeks 
full time Account Man- ager. Work online from 
home. Hourly plus bonus ($12/$20). Some 
evenings, weekends. Advancement Opportuni-
ties. Resume, questions: careers@smartsale- 
sandlease.com._________________________________

CUSTER REGIONAL HEALTH is ac- cepting 
applications for RNs, LPNs, Medical Assistants 
and Nurse Aides. New Graduates welcome! 
Come join our growing team in the beautiful 
south- ern Black Hills. Custer is a great place 
to live and enjoy the outdoors. We are just a 
short distance from Mount Rush- more, Wind 
Cave National Park, Custer State Park, Jewel 
Cave National Park and many other outdoor 
attractions. We offer competitive pay and 
excellent benefits. Contact Human Resources 
at (605) 673-9418 for more information or 
log onto www.regionalhealth.com to ap- ply. 
EEOC/AA.

FLEA MARKET
Flea Market for 12 days, 9 a.m. to 7 

p.m., Aug. 26-Sept. 7. Vintage, Crocks, 
Fishing, Jewelry, Cream Cans, Marbles, 
Buttons, Lanterns, Oil Lamps, Yard 
Ornaments, Bookcases, Antiques, and 
Much More. 201 Hwy 25, across from 
Community Oil Co., Roslyn. New items 
added daily. 5 (10’x20’) Canopys full! 
(0817.0824) 

FOR RENT
1 bedroom and HUGE 2 bedroom, 2 

bath apartments available NOW! All 
utilities included except A/C, 1 bedroom 
$504 and HUGE 2 bedroom 2 bath $674 
Please call or text  239-849-7674 .

FOR SALE
1998 CHEVY CORVETTE CON- VERTIBLE. 

19,000 miles, mint shape. Asking $22,900 will 
take $21,000. Needs ABS brake pump. Call Kyle 
1-605-380-4830.

MISCELLANEOUS
LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of a button 

sends help FAST! Medical, Fire, Burglar. Even 
if you can’t reach a phone! FREE Brochure. 
CALL 800- 819-5662._________________________________

MEET SINGLES RIGHT NOW! No paid opera-
tors, just real people like you. Browse greet-
ings, exchange messages and connect live. Try 
it free. Call now: 1-800-958-7963._________________________________

FORESTBURG PRODUCE OPEN North High-
way 14-45, Miller SD; Mel- ons, Muskmelons 
and etc.

NOTICES
ADVERTISE IN NEWSPAPERS statewide for 

only $150. Put the South Dakota Statewide 
Classifieds Network to work for you today! (25 
words for $150. Each additional word $5.) Call 
the Independent at 605/397-7460 for details.

WANTED
WANTED TO LEASE: Eastern South Dakota 

land for pheasant hunting this fall for small 
group (2-3). Call Dave at (605) 695-5064._________________________________

WANTED: COLLECTOR buying Old Comic 
Books with original cover prices of 10 cents to 
12 cents. Also buying pre- 1960 Jukeboxes. 
Call Tim, 303-517- 9875, Colorado.

Local Classified and 
Card of Thanks Rates
The following rates are for Classifieds pub-

lished in both the Groton Daily Independent 
and the Groton Independent, and posted on-
line at www.grotonsd.net. Cut rate in half if 
you just want it in the GDI or just the weekly.

1 Week: $9 for first 30 words, 20¢/word thereafter
2 Wks: $17 for first 30 words, 38¢/word thereafter
3 Wks: $24 for first 30 words, 54¢/word thereafter
4th consecutive week is free
605/397-NEWS (6397)
110 N Washington St., Groton SD 57445

Frederick Area
School

August 22 Meeting
OFFICIAL BOARD PROCEED-

INGS
FREDERICK AREA SCHOOL 

DISTRICT #6-2
August 22, 2016
The special meeting was 

called to order on August 22, 
2016 at 7:20 p.m. by Chair-
man Richard Schlosser with 
Jon Ellwein, Dan Nickelson and 
Eric Sumption present.  Others 
present were Knute Reierson, 
Jessica Ringgenberg and Deb 
Klapperich.

The meeting began with all 
present reciting the Pledge of 
Allegiance.

Action 16-29 Motion by Sump-
tion, second by Ellwein to ap-
prove the amended agenda.  All 
aye, carried.

Action 16-30 Motion by Sump-
tion, second by Nickelson to 
enter into executive session at 
7:23 pm.  All aye, carried. 

Chairman Schlosser declared 
out of executive session at 8:17 
pm.

Action 16-31 Motion by Nickel-
son, second by Ellwein to accept 
the open enrollment applications 
from families A, B, C, D, E, F and 
G.  All aye, carried.

Action 16-32 Motion by Sump-
tion, second by Nickelson to ad-
just the home school application 
of family A.

Action 16-33 Motion by Ell-
wein second by Nickelson to 
adjourn. All aye, carried

Chairman
Business Manager
Published once at the total ap-

proximate cost of 12.35. 12712

State of SD
Estate of

Donald Walter
STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA
COUNTY OF BROWN
IN THE MATTER OF THE 

ESTATE OF
DONALD M. WALTER, DE-

CEASED
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
IN CIRCUIT COURT
FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
06PR0.16-088
Notice is given that on the 

28th day of July, 2016, Allen 
Walter, whose address is set 
forth below, was appointed as 
personal representative of the 
estate of Donald M. Walter.

Creditors of the decedent 
must file their claims within four 
(4) months after the date of the 
first publication of this notice or 
their claims may be barred.

Claims may be filed with the 
personal representative or may 
be filed with the Clerk of Courts 
and a copy of the claim mailed 
to the personal representative.

Dated this 24th day of August, 
2016

/s/ Allen Walter
Allen Walter
40776 131st Street
Groton, SD 57445
(605) 380-1295
Clerk of Courts
Brown County Courthouse
25 Market Street
Aberdeen, SD 57401
Richard Kolker, Attorney
P.O. Box 467
Groton, SD 57445
(605) 397-8464
tdlaw@nvc.net
(0824.0907)
Published three times at the 

total approximate cost of 36.43. 
12713

Boys golf team 
places fourth at 

Milbank
The Groton boy’s golf team went to Mil-

bank on August 18th where the team placed 
fourth in a field of eight teams. Sisseton and 
Aberdeen Roncalli tied for first with 332 points 
followed by Sioux Valley with 378, Groton 
Area with 385, Watertown had 387 points, 
Aberdeen Central 421, Milbank Area 422 and 
Redfield-Doland with 459 points.

Cade Guthmiller placed 10th with a score of 
91, Sean Schuring was 13th with a 93, Landon 
Marzahn was 17th with a 95 and Hunter 
Schaller was 28th with a score of 106.
The golf team will travel to Redfield tomor-

row to take part in the Northeast Conference 
meet starting at 10 a.m.

Groton Garden Club
The Groton Garden Club met at the home 

of Deb Olson August 15, at 5:30 p.m. Pam Rix 
assisted her. Following supper, 11 members 
answered roll call with what they did  at the 
Brown County Fair. A thank you was read from 
John and Dodie Martin for naming their yard 
“Yard of the Week.” Yard of the week winners 
for July were Ron and Katherine Rehfuss, Rob 
and Jeanne Wanous, Michelle Fordham and 
Rose Waage. The SD state board meeting 
will be held October 29, 9:30 in Watertown. It 
was decided to hold a plant sale in conjunction 
with the fall rummage, September 10th at the 
City Park. 8am till noon. Next meeting will be 
September 19, at 5:30 pm with Linda Anderson 
and Marj Overacker hosting at Golden Living 
Center. Linda Gengerke will have the program.

Soccer teams lose to
St. Thomas More

The Groton girls soccer team played at St. 
Thomas More on Saturday and suffered a 5-1 
loss to the host team. Harleigh Stange had one 
goal. Devan Howard had five saves.

The boys team lost, 10-0. Wyatt Locke had 
seven saves.
Next action for the soccer teams will be 

Saturday when both teams will host Vermil-
lion. The girls play at 2 p.m. and the boys 
play at 4 p.m.
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Groton Area
School

August 8 Meeting
UNOFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS 

OF BOARD OF EDUCATION
GROTON AREA SCHOOL DIS-

TRICT NO. 06-6
REGULAR MEETING
August 8, 2016
President Smith called the 

meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
in the High School Conference 
Room.  Members present: Fjels-
tad, Gengerke, Harder, Kjelden, 
Rix, Smith and Weismantel.  
Others present were Supt. J. 
Schwan, Principals A. Schwan 
and B. Schwan, and Business 
Manager Weber.

Moved by Weismantel, second 
Kjelden to approve the agenda 
with amendments under New 
Business Item #1a – approve 
lease agreement with Groton 
City, under New Business Item 
#9a – approve resignation of 
Vonnie Lutz and under New Busi-
ness Item #9b – approve open 
enrollments #17-16 and #17-17. 
Motion carried.

Moved by Rix, second Fjelstad 
to approve the following consent 
agenda items as presented: 
school of record agenda items 
for North Central Special Ed 
Coop, District minutes of July 
11, 12, 21, 26(a) and 26(b), bills, 
financial reports, agency reports 
and investments and transporta-
tion requests from Langford Area 
in accordance with SDCL 13-29-
4.  Motion carried.

GENERAL FUND:  Net Salary 
– 50,019.46; FIT – 6,109.67; 
Medicare – 1,864.12; FICA 
– 7,970.76; Washington Na-
tional – 98.40; SD Retirement 
– 7,561.80; First National Bank 
– 100.00; Waddell & Reed – 
664.22; AFLAC – 773.80; Delta 
Dental – 1,069.04; SD Supple-
mental Retirement – 350.03; 
Wellmark BCBS – 19,246.00; 
Reliastar Life – 78.83; A&B Busi-
ness – batteries, 306.36; Agency 
Fund – advance payments, 
77,580.05; Benco Equipment 
– inspection, 347.00; Blick Art 
Materials – supplies, 2,374.73; 
Carquest – filters, 12.18; Cedar 
Shore Resort – lodging, 183.90; 
City of Groton – utilities/services, 
8,379.84; Cole Papers – supplies, 
4,535.67; Connecting Point – 
services, 4,000.00; Council on 
College Admission – registra-
tions, 145.00; L. Cox – physical, 
95.00; Crawford Trucks – parts, 
310.95; Dependable Sanitation 
– services, 1,238.00; Eric Armin 
Inc – supplies, 84.60; Groton 
Chiropractic – physicals, 190.00; 
Groton Daily Independent – legal 
notices, 568.95; J. Guthmiller 
– class fee, 35.00; Hauff Mid-
America – supplies, 1,059.96; 
Hillyard – supplies/services, 
15,117.28; Hub City Flooring 
– services, 340.00; Innovative 
Office Solutions – supplies, 
168.71; JW Pepper – music, 
55.99; James Valley Telecomm. 
– services, 824.94; Jerke Irriga-
tion – repairs, 182.72; Library 
Store – supplies, 105.53; Lodge 
at Deadwood – lodging, 242.00; 
Nasco – supplies, 27.40; NCS 
Pearson – online subscriptions, 
2,344.13; Northwestern En-
ergy – utilities, 11.17; Premier 
Agendas – planners, 122.33; 
Renaissance Learning – online 
subscriptions, 11,331.40; Rid-
dell – services, 2,878.57; Scho-
lastic – subscriptions, 1,194.89; 
School Datebooks – planners, 
64.50; School Specialty – sup-
plies, 2,548.07; J. Schwan – 
meals, 15.00; SD Teacher Place-
ment Center – membership, 
420.00; SDASBO – registration, 
$50.00; Sewer Saver – services, 
2,338.44; Supreme School Sup-
ply – supplies, 391.92; Taylor 
Music – supplies, 182.37; Train-
ing Room – supplies, 1,408.68; 
S. Wanner – class fee, 35.00.  To-
tal General Fund - $239,754.36.

CAPITAL OUTLAY: A&B Busi-
ness – whiteboards/tables, 
1,682.08; Agency Fund – adv 

pmts, 13,982.04; Apple Inc – 
ipads, 6,337.00; Arbor Scientific 
– equipment, 178.21; AVI Sys-
tems – services, 507.50; CDW 
Government – cases/adaptors, 
2,119.56; Cengage Learning – 
software, 319.00; Cerebellum 
Corp. – dvds, 348.74; Con-
necting Point – equipment/
services, 9,150.00; D&H Distrib-
uting – calculators, 1,307.89; 
Floor to Ceiling – carpet & tile, 
17,856.93; Glynlyon – online 
renewals, 790.00; Greg Johnson 
Construction – garage project, 
11,834.73; Groton Dakota Press 
– subscription, 33.02; Hauff Mid-
America – equipment, 991.59; 
JCL Solutions – vacuum, 615.00; 
Kaplan Early Learning – materi-
als, 256.03; Lakeshore Learning 
– equipment, 192.45; Malsom 
Flooring – services, 10,414.29; 
Marco – copier leases, 1,978.17; 
Menards – tools, 125.88; MPS 
– chem texts, 2,777.60; Nasco 
– polar board/supplies, 458.09; 
National School Products – re-
sources, 106.87; Novel Units 
– novels set, 30.73; Riverside 
Technologies – storage unit, 
4,999.00; School Specialty – 
bookcase, 248.56; Social Stud-
ies School Service – resources, 
118.65; Trend Enterprises – sup-
plies, 36.41; US Games – equip-
ment/mats, 2,304.21. Total 
Capital Outlay - $92,100.23.

SPECIAL ED: Net Salary – 
1,515.24; FIT – 74.67; Medi-
care – 53.40; FICA – 228.32; 
SD Retirement – 220.96; Ace 
Educational Supplies – supplies, 
45.16; Avera St. Luke’s – ser-
vices, 5,603.16; Carson-Dellosa 
– supplies, 12.94; Evan-Moor 
– supplies, 39.94; Innovative 
Office Solutions – eraser, 8.60; 
Lakeshore Learning – supplies, 
49.42; Really Good Stuff – sup-
plies, 34.94; School Specialty 
– supplies, 25.96; School Spec./
Classroom Direct – supplies, 
73.18; Teacher Created Re-
sources – supplies, 49.94; Trend 
Enterprises – supplies, 27.99; 
Patron – mileage, 423.36.  Total 
Special Ed - $8,487.18.

ENTERPRISE: Fund 51: Net 
Salary – 2,119.06; FIT – 148.19; 
Medicare – 76.24; FICA – 326.04;  
SD Retirement – 322.04; AFLAC 
– 54.22; Wellmark BCBS – 
755.00; Reliastar Life – .65; 
Hillyard – mops, 272.75.  Total 
Fund 51 - $4,074.19.  Fund 
53: Net Salary – 6,522.30; FIT 
– 330.90; Medicare – 223.34; 
FICA – 954.88; SD Retirement 
– 516.72; Agency Fund – adv 
pmts, 525.00; GASD – dr ed 
mileage reimb, 2,772.00; K. We-
ber – field trip expenses, 667.67.    

Total Fund 53 - $12,512.81.  
Tota l  Enterpr ise Funds -- 
$16,587.00.

AGENCY FUND: Tota l  - 
$119,540.05.

RECEIPTS: Local Sources, 
Taxes – 497,490.96 ; Other Lo-
cal Sources – 15,949.94; County 
Sources – 4,368.26; Federal 
Sources – 5,122.18.  Total Re-
ceipts – $522,931.34.

Members of the public were 
allowed five minutes to address 
the board on any topic of their 
choice.  With no public members 
present to speak, the board 
proceeded with their remaining 
agenda items.

Building, Grounds and Trans-
portation committee members 
will be meeting with Johnson 
Controls to discuss the current 
service agreement for boiler, 
electrical and HVAC system 
equipment.

Building improvement mea-
sures were discussed in relation 
to community meetings held 
in Groton, Columbia, Andover, 
Bristol and Ferney.  No action 
was taken.

The following topics were 
discussed in administrative re-
ports: water leak under the 
football field sidewalk, school bus 
driver training, Johnson Controls 
service agreement, Hutterville 
School meeting, legacy chemical 
removal, Fall in-service, back to 
school picnic, Fall Family Night, 

Frontline training, Pearson Envi-
sion 2.0 training, Amplify mClass 
training, class lists, school year 
forms, elem PE/Music schedule, 
inaugural Coop Governing Board 
Meeting, elementary playground 
installation, ASBSD Joint Conven-
tion, professional development, 
teacher evaluation software, 
curriculum and Coop Governing 
Board meeting.

Bus Supervisor Loren Bahr 
presented proposed 2016-17 bus 
routes.  Moved by Weismantel, 
second Kjelden to approve as 
presented.

Moved by Kjelden, second 
Harder to approve a Lease 
Agreement with City of Groton 
for use of the soccer complex.  
Motion carried.

Moved by Harder, second Rix 
to approve Craig Sternhagen as 
Volunteer Assistant Boys Soccer 
Coach for the 2016 season.  Mo-
tion carried.

Moved by Gengerke, second 
Kjelden to approve Chris Kucker 
and Barb Lone as Volunteer As-
sistant Girls Soccer Coaches for 
the 2016 season.  Motion carried.

Moved by Weismantel, second 
Rix to approve Seth Erickson 
as Volunteer Assistant Football 
Coach for the 2016 season.  Mo-
tion carried.

Moved by Gengerke, second 
Harder to approve Jenna Strom 
as Volunteer Assistant Volleyball 
Coach for the 2016 season.  Mo-
tion carried.

The board acknowledged re-
ceipt of Public School Exemption 
#17-01 for a student in grade 9. 

Moved by Kjelden, second 
Weismantel to approve Open 
Enrollment Application #17-15 
for a student in grade 12 from 
the Aberdeen School District.  
Motion carried.

Moved by Harder, second 
Kjelden to approve lane change 
for Aaron Helvig from BS+15 to 
BS+30 for an additional $750.  
Motion carried.

Moved by Weismantel, second 
Rix to approve lane change for 
Janene Harry from BS to BS+30 
for an additional $1,500.  Motion 
carried.

Moved by Rix, second Genger-
ke to approve the resignation of 
Vonnie Lutz as MS/HS Parapro-
fessional.  Motion carried.

Moved by Harder, second 
Gengerke to approve Open En-
rollment Application #17-16 for 
a student in grade 3 and Open 
Enrollment Application #17-17 
for a student in grade 5, both 
from the Langford Area School 
District.  Motion carried.

Moved by Kjelden, second 
Weismantel to adjourn at 8:25 
pm.  Motion carried.

M. J. Weber, Business Manager                                              
Steven R. Smith, President             

The addition of signatures to 
this page verifies these minutes 
as official.

Published once at the total ap-
proximate cost of 96.34. 12711

@ $4,231.25, cash item (bad 
check) $768.75, US Bank @ 
$71,727.19, Dacotah Bank @ 
$594,847.72, Dacotah Bank 
Holding Account $95,443.98, 
Petty Cash @ $2,000.00, Fund 
Investments @ $16,966,396.91).  
All members present voting aye.  
Motion carried.

FAIR CONTRACT: Moved by 
Sutton, seconded by Fischbach 
to approve and authorize the 
Chair to sign the following con-
tract for the 2016 Brown County 
Fair: Swank (Angry Birds show-
ing) @ $550.00.  All members 
present voting aye.  Motion 
carried.

ATTORNEY FEE AGREEMENT: 
Moved by Fjeldheim, seconded 
by Hansen to approve and au-
thorize the Chair to sign Attorney 
Fee Agreement with Victor B 
Fischbach for completion of quiet 
title action on the following real 
estate: Lot 8, Block 16, Hagerty 
and Lloyds Addition to Aberdeen, 
according to the plat thereof of 
record, Brown County, SD (509 N 
Penn Street).  All members pres-
ent voting aye.  Motion carried. 

CDBG SAFE HARBOR PAY RE-
QUEST #3: Moved by Fjeldheim, 
seconded by Sutton to approve 
and authorize the Chair sign 
Payment Request #3 for CDBG 
Grant #1515-105 for the Safe 
Harbor Project in amount of 
$66,545.85.  All members pres-
ent voting aye.  Motion carried.

NATIONAL MULTIMODAL 
FREIGHT NETWORK: Commis-
sioner Fischbach offered the 
following Resolution: County 
Resolution #61-16 to Encourage 
the USDOT Under Secretary for 
Policy to Expand South Dakota’s 
National Multimodal Freight 
Network.  WHEREAS; The Under 
Secretary of Transportation for 
Policy (Under Secretary) is to 
establish a National Multimodal 
Freight Network (NMFN) to assist 
states and achieve freight policy 
goals;  WHEREAS; the routes 
should meet at least one of the 
many conditions like: being a 
rural principal arterial; access 
energy areas, grain elevators; 
agricultural, mining, forestry, 
or intermodal facilities; access 
significant freight facilities; or 
be important to the economy 
and the efficient movement of 
freight as determined by the 
State;  WHEREAS; the national 
multimodal freight policy should 
strengthen the contribution of 
the National Multimodal Freight 
Network to the economic com-
petitiveness of the United States,  
WHEREAS; the policy should 
increase productivity, particularly 
for domestic industries and busi-
nesses that create high-value 
jobs, improve the safety, security, 
efficiency, and resiliency of mul-
timodal freight transportation;  
WHEREAS; the policy should 
improve the economic efficiency 
and productivity of the National 
Multimodal Freight Network and 
improve the reliability of freight 
transportation; WHEREAS; the 
policy should improve the short- 
and long-distance movement of 
goods that travel across rural 
areas between population cen-
ters; that travel between rural 
areas and population centers; 
and that travel from the Nation's 
ports, airports, and gateways to 
the National Multimodal Freight 
Network; WHEREAS; the policy 
should improve the flexibility 
of States to support multi-State 
corridor planning and the cre-
ation of multi-State organiza-
tions to increase the ability of 
States to address multimodal 
freight connectivity and pursue 
these and other goals in a man-
ner that is not burdensome to 
State and local governments; 
and WHEREAS, Brown County 
considers the Interim NMFN to 

be very important to connect cit-
ies, support rural areas, enhance 
agricultural expansion, provide 
for job creation, and enhance 
its economic future but currently 
too limited to accomplish those 
purposes: NOW, THEREFORE BE 
IT RESOLVED, by Brown County, 
that the county supports the ef-
forts of the SDDOT to expand the 
Interim NMFN in South Dakota 
as proposed in its comments 
to the USDOT Under Secretary 
for Policy.  Dated this 16th day 
of August, 2016. Seconded by 
Commissioner Hansen.  Roll call 
vote: Commissioners Hansen-
aye, Sutton-aye, Fischbach-
aye, Fjeldheim-aye, Kippley-aye.  
Resolution adopted.

APPLICATIONS FOR OCCU-
PANCY: Moved by Sutton, sec-
onded by Fischbach to approve 
the following application, sub-
mitted by NorthWestern Energy 
for occupancy of Brown County 
Hwy 12 in Sec 15-T123N-R64W 
of the 5th P.M., Brown County, 
SD to provide electrical power.  
All members present voting 
aye.  Motion carried.  Moved by 
Hansen, seconded by Fjeldheim 
to approve the following applica-
tion, submitted by Century Link 
for occupancy of Brown County 
Hwy 13W in Sec 34-T124N-R64W 
of the 5th P.M., Brown County, 
SD to provide broadband expan-
sion.  All members present voting 
aye.  Motion carried.  

Moved by Fjeldheim, sec-
onded by Sutton to approve the 
following application, submitted 
by Century Link for occupancy 
of Brown County Hwy 16 in Sec 
17-T123N-R62W; Sec 8-T123N-
R62W; Sec 5-T123N-R62W of 
the 5th P.M., Brown County, SD 
to provide broadband expansion.  
All members present voting aye.  
Motion carried.

CLOSING AUDIT CONFER-
ENCE: Russ Olson, Audit Man-
ager for the Department of 
Legislative Audits met with the 
Commission for closing confer-
ence for audit of fiscal year 2015.

2017 PROVISIONAL BUDGET: 
Moved by Hansen, seconded 
by Sutton to approve the 2017 
Provisional Budget and authorize 
advertising public hearing to 
be held in the Commissioner’s 
Chambers, Courthouse Annex, 
at 8:45 A.M. on September 6, 
2016.  Roll call vote: Commis-
sioner’s Hansen-aye, Sutton-aye, 
Fischbach-aye, Fjeldheim-aye, 
Kippley-aye.  Motion carried.

DELTA DENTAL RATES: Moved 
by Fjeldheim, seconded by Fisch-
bach to approve the 2017 Delta 
Dental Rates for employee den-
tal insurance: $42.30 – Single, 
$79.82 - Two-Party, and $126.20 
– Three or more.  All members 
present voting aye.  Motion 
carried.

EXECUTIVE SESSION: Moved 
by Fischbach, seconded by Han-
sen to go into executive session 
to consult with legal counsel, 
per SDCL 1-25-2(3) with Larry 
Lovrien and Gary Vetter in at-
tendance.  All members present 
voting aye.  Motion carried.   The 
Chair declared the executive ses-
sion closed, with no action taken 
as a result of the discussion.

FAIR UPDATE: County Trea-
surer Sheila Enderson and 
Deputy Auditor Sara Swisher 
presented a brief update on 
the ticket printing issues at the 
Monday Fair event.  

ADJOURNMENT:  Moved by 
Sutton, seconded by Fjeldheim 
to adjourn the Brown County 
Commission at 9:50 A.M.  All 
members present voting aye.  
Motion carried.

Maxine Fischer, Brown County 
Auditor

Published once at the total ap-
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Peace $144.80; Avera St Lukes $ 
16,024.84; Bantz, Gosch & Cre-
mer $3,672.45; Carlsen Funeral 
Home $530.00; HKG Architects 
$6,807.60; NEMHC $2,002.00; 
PRCA $900.00; Siegel, Bar-
nett & Schutz $1,420.29; Kristi 
Spitzer $495.00; Standard & 
Poor $119.00; Sunset Memorial 
Garden $500.00. 

Publishing: Aberdeen Ameri-
can News $409.87; Groton In-
dependent $84.86; Midstates 
Printing $5,056.53; Western 
Hotel $45.69. 

Rentals: NB Golf $13,375.00. 
Repairs & Maintenance: 

A&B Business $40.76; Ab-
erdeen Plumbing & Heating 
$4,430.97; Beadle Floral & 
Nursery $600.00; Commercial 
Electronics $5,481.61; G & K 
Services $226.12; GCR Tires & 
Service $663.45; Hoven Auto 
$2,251.68; Interstate Powersys-
tems $1,503.95; Jalene Palm-
er $540.90; Jebro $1,350.69; 
Leidholt Electric $61.22; Mata-
dor Detailing $487.50; Walth 
Safety Service $347.95; US Bank 
$547.48.

Supplies: Strongman Competi-
tion $725.00; Praxair $400.48; 
Vern Stoecker $57.00; Allegiant 
$697.00; Cash-Wa $6,164.09; 
Climate Control $ 1,149.98; 
Dacotah Prair ie Mercanti le 
$359.82; Farm Power Mfg. 
$471.18; Fasco Inc $2,767.00; 
Fire Safety First $217.65; 
Forterra Concrete Products 
$17,596.00;  GCR Tires & Ser-
vice $1,481.39; Jebro $9,938.75; 
Kesslers $258.48; Marco $28.94; 
Menards $105.77; NCFE-Warner 
Elevator $7,571.48; Network 
Services $433.85; North Star 
Energy $89.10; NPC Interna-
tional $137.99; Pharmchem 
$50.00; Proforma $921.53; Qual-
ity Welding $22.16; S&S Lumber 
$129.92; Janet Schile $200.11; 
Patricia Dennert $114.62; Share 
Corp $558.00; Sherwin Williams 
$92.04; US Bank $13,285.97; 
Dakota Supply Group $1,022.65. 

Travel and Conference: Cathy 
Jorgenson $12.50; Brett Oelke 
$76.00; Gene Loeschke $251.92; 
SD Corrections Association 
$100.00; SD Counties $175.00; 
US Bank $1,580.72. 

Utilities: Quest $1,112.62; 
Dependable Sanitation $286.00; 
State of SD $71.00; Northern 
Electric $128.88; NW Energy 
$1,268.60; Verizon $40.01; Web 
Water $69.16; US Bank $847.96. 

Other: JRWD $707.08. 
All members present voting 

aye.  Motion carried.
PERSONNEL: Moved by Sut-

ton, seconded by Hansen to 
approve amending action taken 
on August 9, 2016 by deleting 
names of Sara Swisher, Dave 
Engraf and Lynn Heupel as part-
time Fair Employees, as they 
are currently selling Fair Tickets 
through the Auditor’s Office.  
All members present voting 
aye.  Motion carried.  Moved by 
Hansen, seconded by Sutton to 
approve hiring the following, as 
presented in Commission Assis-
tant/HR Office Report: 

Part-time Fairground Employ-
ees, effective August 16, 2016 
– Roberto Holmes @ $10.94 
per hour; Amanda Cunningham, 
Francisco Sanchez, Blake Ander-
son and Trent Duncan @ $10.88 
per hour.

Full-time Correctional Officers 
@ $15.33 per hour – Cyrstal 
Hammer, effective August 15; 
Wiatt Yougblom and Tanner Po-
doll, effective August, 22, 2016.

Part-time 24/7 Sobriety Pro-
gram Employees Charles Tveit 
and Jean Roeszler, effective Au-
gust 9, 2016 @ $12.92 per hour.

Amy Lake-Harmon for purpose 
of prisoner transport, effective 
August 16, 2016.

Amy Lake-Harmon as part-
time JDC Employee during tran-
sition until new assistant is 
named, effective August 16, 
2016 at $23.72 per hour.  

All members present voting 
aye.  Motion carried. 

AUDITORS REPORT OF AC-
COUNT:  Moved by Hansen, 
seconded by Fjeldheim to 
approve the July 2016 Audi-
tor’s Report of Account with 
the County Treasurer in to-
tal amount of $17,735,415.80 
(total amount of actual cash 

Brown County
Aug. 16, 2016

Meeting
AUGUST 16, 2016 – GENERAL 

MEETING
Meeting called to order by 

Commission Chair Kippley at 
8:45 A.M. in the Commissioner’s 
Chambers, Courthouse Annex, 
Brown County, SD.  Present 
were Commissioners Hansen, 
Sutton, Fischbach and Fjeldheim.  
Commissioner Fischbach led the 
Pledge of Allegiance.   

MINUTES:  Moved by Sut-
ton, seconded by Fjeldheim to 
approve the General Meeting 
Minutes of August 9, 2016.  All 
members present voting aye.  
Motion carried.

CLAIMS:  Moved by Fischbach, 
seconded by Sutton to approve 
the following claims:

Professional Fees: Celtic Faire 
and Games $1,000.00; Megan 
Erickson $30.00, Cathy Jorgen-
son $30.00; Marlyn Maloney 
$30.00; Brett Oelke $200.00; Ro-
meo Entertainment $4,005.00; 
Brittnay Walberg $150.00; Tonya 
Zi9nter $30.00; Avera Queen of 
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Brown County 2017 Provisional Budget

ADOPTION OF PROVISIONAL BUDGET FOR BROWN COUNTY, SOUTH DAKOTA
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN: That the Board of County Commissioners of Brown County, will meet in the Courthouse at Aberdeen South Dakota on Tuesday, September 6, 2016 at 8:45 A.M. for the purpose 

of considering the foregoing Provisional Budget for the year 2017 and the various items, schedules, amounts and appropriations set forth therein and as many days thereafter as is deemed necessary until 
the final adoption of the budget on the 27th day of September, 2016. At such time any interested person may appear either in person or by a representative and will be given an opportunity for a full and 
complete discussion of all purposes, objectives, items, schedules, appropriations, estimates, amounts and matters set forth and contained in the Provisional Budget.

Maxine Fischer, Auditor
Brown County, SD
Published once at the total approximate cost of $331.85 (12709)
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     Here are some fun clues about different insects. Read the 
clues to fill in the puzzle with the names of insects:

     Did you know that insects can found on 
land almost everywhere in the world? Even
in the usually frozen Arctic and Antarctica
                                    during their warmest
                                    season? Look at all 
                                    of these ants in the 
                                    ground and inside of 
                                    this old tree trunk!  

Insects Bugging You? Hey 
Peak!

Pu�ing His Stamp On It!

        Does it bug you that there 
are some phrases that do not 
mean exactly what they say?
Such phrases are called “idioms.” 
They have special meanings 
that are different from the words 
used. You can drive your
family buggy by using them! 
     Can you match these insect 
idioms to their meanings?  
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     Insects bug us, but they fascinate us too! Sometimes, countries even
 put artwork of insects on stamps. A Connecticut artist, Steve Buchanan, 
designed one of the most popular sets of stamps of 
all time, called “Insects and Spiders.”The U.S. Post 
  Office sold 61 million 
  of these stamps.  

     Butterflies,
beetles and this
insect are seen
on many stamps.
  Follow the dots
to see it.  Then 
fill in the blanks
to spell its name:

dra
g on
f l

y

Does it have (or is it):
     3 main body parts?
     six jointed legs?
     two antennae? 
     an exoskeleton?
     cold-blooded?

Insect Checklist!
head

thoraxabdomen1. beetles: colorful, spotted, liked by farmers for eating pests
2. more of these than any other insects (40%); eaten by some people  
3. live on stored honey all winter and huddle into a ball for 
    warmth; are found on every continent except Antarctica 
4. really caterpillars; spin cocoons made of one long strand of silk 
5. grown males chirp faster as it gets hotter; longer antennae than 
    grasshoppers; out at dusk, they “sing” by rubbing wings together
6. four stages: egg, caterpillar, pupa (the resting stage while they are 
    changing – cocoon) and adult; seen during the day; large wings
7. eggs to adults in 5 days; wings beat 300-600 times per second; 
    hear “buzzing” as they get close to bite us; carry diseases
8. come out during the day; “sing” by rubbing their long hind legs 
    against their wings; have “ears” on their “stomach” areas to hear 
9. live near water; large eyes on head view a wide area; double-
    winged; can move up, down, hover like helicopter
10. flat, brown, oval bodies; like warmth; out at night, light will scare them
11. live in nests; use antennae to touch and smell; can lift 10 to 50 times their own weight
12. taste with feet; walk upside down; only 2 wings; live 2-4 weeks; carry diseases  

crickets

ants

honey bees

dragonflies

mosquitoes

house flies

beetles

ladybugs

grasshoppers

butterflies

cockroaches

silkworms

1
2

3

4

5 6

7

8

9

10
11

12

1. busy as a bee 
2. make a beeline for 
3. snug as a bug in a rug 
4. bug-eyed 
5. bug someone 
6. have ants in one’s pants 
7. have butterflies in your stomach 
8. mad as a hornet 
9. merry as a cricket 
10. dropping like flies 

A. can’t sit still
B. very cheerful
C. dying or giving up quickly
D. very, very busy
E. wide-eyed with surprise
F. move straight toward 
G. very angry
H. tightly tucked in and cozy
I. annoy someone
J. be nervous about something

bzzz

chirp!

Free Puzzles & 
 Other Stuff

  Be gentle and, if possible, 
put us back
where you 
found us!

I’ve been bitten by the idiom bug!   All “true bugs” are insects, but
not all insects are “true bugs”!

Drive Your Family Buggy!

  If it has all 5 items 
    – it’s an insect!

            Come to print out free puzzles, reading logs 
      and certificate sets @

Studying Insects
     Did you know that insects 
make up 75% of all animals 
on earth? Scientists, called
entomologists, who study 
insects have documented 
over a million different species 
of insects. They learn how 
insects interact with the world 
around them. These scientists 
study pests and helpful insects. They teach us about these tiny creatures.

Find and circle the words above in bold print in the puzzle below:
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Newspaper Fun!
 

Annimills LLC © 2016 V13-34                    www.readingclubfun.com

   Kids: color
  stuff in!

T S T C D Z N Q Z M X W X R G S J Z B Q A L M
I X E N M K S I E N T O M O L O G I S T S D V
N W A Z K M X N N T I A F K J F F H Y O I Q W
M J C D C F M S I N T E R A C T O X T S S H Z
F W H U K O K E N Q N G F B J V K U Z T X Q K
Z I E Z D A R C D T I S P C R X Z B S J U Y I
O H R X C Q Q T T M I L L I O N K E R W V K Y
J G O P K Z D S Q M D Y N B X I P K I Y A R Q
Q C V R S T E X B X T S P E C I E S N F O L Y

Flies, mosquitoes and beetles. We... ...could never name all of the insects.
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1106 N 2nd St., Groton
605/397-2365

We now accept

for out patient therapy.

The Groton Independent
605/397-NEWS (6397)
Fax: 1-775-459-6259
Paul Irvin Kosel, Publisher
paperpaul@grotonsd.net ~ 605-397-7460
Tina Kosel, Office Manager
office@grotonsd.net ~ 605-397-7285
Notices: legals@grotonsd.net
News Items: news@grotonsd.net
Deadline to submit items: Monday at noon
Yearly Subscription Rates: 12 Month Rate: 

$35 (includes tax)
The Groton Independent (USPS# 230-440) 

is published weekly with its perodicals postage 
paid at  Groton, SD.

Postmaster: Send address changes to
Groton Independent
110 N Washington St.
Groton, SD 57445
 

Pool 
Hours

Thursday & Friday, 
Aug. 25 & 26

4 p.m. to 7 p.m.: 
Open Swim
Saturday, Aug. 27 
& Sunday, Aug. 28

1 p.m. to 4:50 p.m.: 
Open Swim

5 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.: 
Lap Swim

6:40 p.m. to 8 p.m., 
Open Swim

Monday, Aug. 29 
through Friday, 
Sept. 2

4 p.m. to 7 p.m.: 
Open Swim

Saturday & Sun-
day, Sept. 3-4:

1 p.m. to 4:50 p.m.: 
Open Swim

5 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.: 
Lap Swim

6:40 p.m. to 8 p.m., 
Open Swim

Last day is Sept. 4th

Open House
Farewell Reception

for
Pastor Elizabeth Johnson

Sunday, August 28
2 – 4 pm

Emmanuel Lutheran Church
Groton, SD 57445

GDILIVE.COM is ready for football!
The Voice of the Tigers, Justin Olson,

returns to GDILIVE.COM for play-by-play.
The coverage of the football game, Friday, Aug. 
26th, 7 p.m., at Oakes is sponsored in part by:

Subway of Groton
Simon Insurance & Auction Service

Harry Implement of Ferney
James Valley Telecommunications

Groton Ford
James Valley Seed - Doug Jorgenson

Allied Climate Professionals
Milbrandt Enterprises

Doug Abeln Seed Company

South 
Dakota’s 
average 

ACT score 
stays flat, 

above 
nation’s 

SIOUX FALLS, S.D. 
(AP) — South Dakota’s 
average composite 
score on the ACT col-
lege-entrance exam 
is the same for the 
fourth year in a row.

South Dakota’s 21.9 
score is above the na-
tional average of 20.8. 
The testing company 

says 6,552 South Dakota students took the 
ACT, that’s about 76 percent of the graduating 
class of 2016.

Thirty-three percent of students who took 
the exam hit the college-prepared benchmark 
in the four core subjects tested — reading, 
English, math and science. However, the test-

ing agency says, of 
the 450 Native Ameri-
can students who 
took the ACT, only 4 
percent met the four 
benchmarks. That’s 
less than half of the 
national rate of 9 per-
cent.

Reaching three or 
more benchmarks 
indicates a strong 
readiness for college 
course work.

Nationwide, nearly 
2.1 million graduating 
seniors took the ACT. 


