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Museum looking for 
board directors

The Dacotah Prairie Museum is currently 
seeking people interested in serving on the 
museum board of directors.

The board meets monthly to oversee the 
operation of the museum and set policy.  

Board members are appointed for a three-
year term by the Brown County Commission 
upon recommendation by the museum board’s 
executive committee.  Potential members 
should have an interest in history and/or 
education and must be residents of Brown 
County.  New members will begin their terms 
in January 2016.

For more information or to request an appli-
cation please contact Sue Gates 605-626-7117 
or sue.gates@browncounty.sd.gov

Board grapples with 
wrestling program

The future of the Groton Area wrestling program is in limbo because the numbers have 
dropped to an unsafe level.  Coach Dana Dargatz, along with parents Todd and Kara Anderson, 
Chad and Chanise Pray and Wendy Monson, and wrestling Trevor Pray, came to talk about 
the future of the sport at GHS.

When practice started last Tuesday, 12 showed up for practice. This past Thursday, only six 
showed up with one being a sixth grader. 

An emotional Dargatz pleaded with the board to pursue quick action to keep these athletes 
out for wrestling and to keep them in the Groton Area School District. “It’s not feasible for a 
150 pound or 120 pound wrestler to practice with a kid 200 plus pounds. It doesn’t work,” 
Dargatz said. “We need a resolution as soon as possible.”

Dargatz said, “I do not have the resources to supply them adequately with what they need. 
That’s a tough one to swallow.”

One suggestion is to co-op with Webster Area.  The big draw-back to that is enrollment. 
The combination would move Webster from Class B wrestling to Class A wrestling and that is 
a move that would likely be rejected by Webster, and understandably so. Another option is 
to co-op with Aberdeen Central. “Aberdeen Central would be too much of a cultural shock,” 
Dargatz said, “It would be overwhelming. They are three to four deep in every weight class.” 
Dargatz said the three Groton wrestlers that could go to Webster would help fill Webster’s 
roster as they have those weight classes open. A third option is to disband the Groton wres-
tling program and allow the kids to go where ever they want to go, basically, to open enroll 
in another school. Even with that, there would be a 45-day waiting period.

Even with all of these options, the final decision rests with the South Dakota High School Ac-
tivities Association. To co-op with Webster and to ask for a waiver to remain in Class B seemed 
unlikely, but nevertheless, the Groton board agreed to try that avenue any way. They directed 
Superintendent Joe Schwan to contact the Webster Superintendent and athletic director. The 
Webster School Board would have to approve a co-op. Since it is past the allowed time for 
co-ops, the SDHSAA board of directors would have to meet in special session and offer an 
emergency option not only to co-op with Webster, but to also remain in Class B.

Dargatz stated that with his own kids and the fact that Groton will have only three wrestlers 
in the next six years that his return next year is very unlikely. In fact, he said if the board 
wanted to disband the program, he would turn in his resignation immediately to help get the 
ball rolling.  “These kids love Groton and there are other kids that have jumped shipped and 
I don’t believe in that,” Dargatz said. “We should try to help these young people out as much 
as possible.”

Trevor Pray said, “Brandyn (Anderson) and I have made a pact that we will not leave the 
Groton School. There are other sports I participate in and I want to stay in Groton.” 

Everyone agreed that co-oping with Webster and staying Class B is “Nothing short of a long 
shot,” but as Board Member Kelly Kjelden said, “At least we tried.”

Schinkel awarded 
excellence award

At the November meeting of the Groton 
Lions Club, Lee Schinkel was awarded the 
Excellence Award from the state Lions, for 
bringing in ten or more members into the 
Groton Club, last year, 2014-2015.  Pic. L-R 
is Chris Frost, Groton president, making the 
presentation, and Lee Schinkel.

Ken Fiedler, Aber-
deen, owner of the 
Ken’s supermarkets, 
visited the Groton 
Ken’s  Food Fair 
store recently to 
look over the recent 
remodeling that was 
done. He is deep 
in thought, looking 
things over to make 
sure everything is 
just right. Ken’s 
son, Kevin, is the 
vice president and 
general manager of 
the Ken’s supermar-
kets, is pictured on 
the left in the right 
photo with Groton 
store manager Lio-
nel Bruemmer. The 
Groton Food Fair/
Shell Express store 
is located at the 
junction of US12 
and SD37.
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Kristi Peterson Bookkeeping
Simple Solutions for YOU

605/216-4474 ~ peterson4@nvc.net

Put our
experienced 
team to work 

for you!

Midwest Masonry & Concrete Pumping
Greg Heilman, owner

405 E 1st Ave., Groton 
Greg: 253/929-9137
Mike: 605/492-7041

midwestmasonry1@yahoo.com

Harry Implement
“Family Owned & Operated Since 1935!”

(605) 395-6421
Ferney

605-380-1717
www.shawnschultzconstruction.com

Check out our portfoilo 
on Facebook at 

Schultz-Construction-LLC
~ New Construction and Remodeling- 
renovations, additions, and carpentry 
work
~ Concrete- foundations, flatwork, 
decorative concrete surfaces.

JOHNSON AGENCY
Real Estate & Insurance
Jay Johnson, Broker

 www.johnsonagencygroton.com
102 N Main St.
Groton, SD 57445

Office: 605/397-2424
Home: 605/397-8565

www.harrmotors.com 
605-225-3078 ~ 1-800-658-3463

Over 30 Years 

of Combined 

Experience!

TreeLine Tree Service

Sperry Stump Removal

TJ:
605/380-7915

Tyler: 
605/216-8431

13556 400th Ave., Groton SD 57445
Allen McKiver, Owner ~ 605/397-4404

13556 400th Ave., Groton SD 57445
Allen McKiver, Owner ~ 605/397-4404

Olde
Bank
Floral 

@

101 N. Main St., Groton ~ 397-8650 
www.oldebankfloral.com

Fresh 
flowers, 

silks, 
home 
decor & so much 

more

The Groton 
Independent
605/397-NEWS (6397)
Fax: 1-775-459-6259
Paul Irvin Kosel, Publisher
paperpaul@grotonsd.net ~ 

605-397-7460
Tina Kosel, Office Manager
office@grotonsd.net ~ 605-

397-7285
Notices: legals@grotonsd.net
News Items: news@grotonsd.

net
Deadline to submit items: 

Monday at noon
Yearly Subscription Rates: 12 

Month Rate: $35 (includes tax)
The Groton Independent 

(USPS# 230-440) is published 
weekly with its perodicals post-
age paid at  Groton, SD.

Postmaster: Send address 
changes to

Groton Independent
110 N Washington St.
Groton, SD 57445

Friends . . .
Near and Far

Editor’s Note: This is the 42nd in a series featuring your friends, near and far.

Stephen Duncan
JobWise what are you doing today? 

Youth Pastor at Richland Church, Mina, SD
How long have you been working at the 

current job? 2 ½ years
How did you get your current job? After 

we moved to Ipswich, we began attending 
Richland. A few years later, after being a vol-
unteer with the youth group for a time, I was 
asked to begin considering taking the leader 
position.

If you have previous employments list 
them and how long you were there.

Midstates Printing – Assistant Web Press 
Operator  2007-2008

Lang’s TV and Appliance – Delivery and in-
stallation  2008-2010

Holy Cross Catholic Church and School – 
Custodian  2010-2014

What year did you graduate from high 
school? GHS 2004

Where did you attend college and what 
was your degree? Northern State University 
(3 years) as an Elementary Education major. 
I dropped out do to the fact that I realized it 
wasn’t for me.

What advice would you give the high 
school students today? Don’t waste your 
life on trivial things and cheap thrills. Look to 
the One who can ultimately save you and give 
you everlasting life. That is the only place you 
will EVER find hope. 

List your major accomplishments that 
you have had so far in life.

Learning to be more obedient to God and 
what He wants of me. That is a process that 
will be ongoing. I am thankful for His grace 
and mercy. 

Marrying the most beautiful woman inside 
and out and having the privilege of being 
married to her for nearly eight years as of 
December 2015.

Having four children; 2 boys and 2 girls. How 
cool is that?

Your Spouce: Valerie from Wilmot, SD
How did the two of you meet? We met 

at Northern. I saw a girl wearing a Zelda shirt 
from across the room and knew she had to 
be awesome. As usual, I was correct. She was 
worth the student loans.

In back are Daisy, Valerie, Stephen and 
Lucy; in front are Lincoln and Samuel.

Do you have any children? 
4 Children:
Lincoln – 6 years old
Samuel – 4 years old
Lucy – 2 years old
Daisy – 1 year old
Do you feel that your high school and 

college education prepared you ad-
equately for post education life? I feel 
that without the experience of it, I would be 
a different person. I think much of education 
is “filler” and could be thrown into the waste 
category. Does that mean it is a waste and 
should be skipped? No. We need to be edu-
cated for the things we do; it’s just working 
to find that balance is tough, especially when 
the system is the problem.



Hours at Ellendale, N.D. are:
Monday 9 - 12 & 1 - 5 Thursday 1:00 - 4:00

Dr. Geoffrey Rath - Optometrist
Eye Exams Glaucoma Tests Rx’s Filled

- All Types Contact Lenses -
Doctor here Mondays Only - Office open Thursdays.
701-349-3223 to make appointments & adjustments

Dakota Brush
Brooms, Brushes, Mops, Can Liners, Paper Products.

Brushes & Squeegees
and Snow Shovels

397-9337
104 N. Main, Groton

Groton Chiropractic 
Clinic

Carol McFarland-Kutter, D.C.
1205 N 1st St., Groton 397-8204

605/395-6531

Hanlon Brothers
Gravel Hauling

New & Cleaning of 
Stockdams with our 
60’ reach trackhoe

Mark Malmberg, DDS
  19 North 6th St.

Oakes, N.D.
  701-742-3401

Removal, Grinding, Chipping, Trimming
605-725-WOOD

Mason Dinger: 605-216-6098
Trevor Zeck: 605-216-8910
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Webster Theatre
Theatre opens at 7 pm with movies starting at 

7:30 pm, Friday through Monday.
11/27 to 11/30   Goosebumps  PG
12/4 to 12/7 Spectre (007) PG 13
12/11-12/14  Peanuts  Movie  G  

225 Brown County Hwy 19 South
Aberdeen: 605/725-4900

Hours at Ellendale, N.D. are:
Monday 9 - 12 & 1 - 5 Thursday 1:00 - 4:00

Dr. Geoffrey Rath - Optometrist
Eye Exams Glaucoma Tests Rx’s Filled

- All Types Contact Lenses -
Doctor here Mondays Only - Office open Thursdays.
701-349-3223 to make appointments & adjustments

Groton Chiropractic 
Clinic

Carol McFarland-Kutter, D.C.
1205 N 1st St., Groton 397-8204

Friendly Fellows and Daisies 4-H
The Friendly Fellows and Daisies 4-H club met on Nov. 1st at the Claremont Methodist 

Church. The meeting was called to order by President Hannah Sumption, The American pledge 
was led by Dylan Frey and the 4-H pledge led by Jakob Sumption. There were 27 members 
who answered roll call which was favorite Halloween candy. The Treasurer’s and Secretary’s 
reports were approved as given. There was no old business. For new business Leader Mike 
Frey discussed the Newshound and Christmas party. The meeting was adjourned by Braden 
Boe and seconded by Clay Crawford. Talks and demonstrations were given by Madilyn Wright 
on Yard Yahtzee and Andrew Marzahn on Football cards. Lunch was served by Jonathon, 
Hannah, Jakob, and Madelyn Sumption.

-Submitted by Colin Frey, club reporter

North Area Honor Band
The 25th Annual South Dakota North Area Honor Band will present their concert on Saturday, 

December 5, 2015 at 7:00PM at the Thomas F. Kelly Theatre on the campus of Aberdeen Cen-
tral High School.  Mr. Bob Goheen, retired band director from Brandon Valley, South Dakota, 
will be the guest conductor at this year’s Honor Band.

The South Dakota North Area Honor Band was created when area band directors began 
expressing an interest in providing a regional opportunity for their experienced instrumental 
musicians.  Upon nomination by their band director, students who auditioned for the 2015 
South Dakota All-State Band are seated first in the ensemble, and additional students of high 
caliber complete the sections.  It remains the goal of the directors to increase the interest 
in instrumental performance and to provide a top level learning experience for the more 
advanced high school band students of this area.

Representing twenty schools, approximately ninety students have been selected to par-
ticipate in the Honor Band.  Participating schools and their directors are Aberdeen Central 
– Jerome Letcher & Jeremy Schutter;

Aberdeen Roncalli – Kimberly Carda & John Patzlaff; Castlewood – Vicki Bjerke; Clark, 
Lola Bartels; Eureka – Dale Batie; Gettysburg – A.J. Roberts; Great Plains Lutheran – Eric 
Martens; Groton Area – Desiree Yeigh; Henry – Deanna Martens; Hoven – Elizabeth Bengs; 
Huron – Larry Petersen; Ipswich – Becky Nierman; Langford – Kelly Wieser; Leola – Nancy 
Kindelspire; Milbank – Susan Karels; Northwestern – Wendy Thorson; Rosholt – Buffy Kemnitz; 
Selby Area – Sam Glantzow; Sully Buttes – Erica Guthmiller; and Webster Area – Patty Baule.

Admission prices for the concert are $4 for adults and $2 for students.
The following students from Groton Area were selected: Josie Doeden, Jaden Oliver, Mag-

gie Simon, Garrett Stene, Ashley Garduno, Tylan Glover, Kylie Kassube, and Emily Thompson.

A Warm 2015-16 Winter Weather Forecast 
BROOKINGS, S.D. - Based on the National Oceanic Atmospheric Administration Climate 

Prediction Center’s outlook released this week, a strong El Niño continues to affect the U.S. 
as warmer than average temperatures are forecast for South Dakota and the northern states 
this coming winter season (December 2015 through February 2016).

“The current observations in the Pacific Ocean rank the current El Niño as the second or 
third strongest since 1950, and this is projected to have impacts on our wintertime climate 
in the U.S.  El Niño is expected to reach its peak intensity in the next two to three months,” 
said Laura Edwards, SDSU Extension Climate Field Specialist.

Across northeastern South Dakota in December, Edwards said there is a 50 percent likeli-
hood of above average temperatures, with 33 percent chance of near average and 17 percent 
chance of below average temperatures. “The rest of the state is favored to have warmer than 
average temperatures, with slightly less likelihood in the month ahead,” she said.

The precipitation forecast for December is leaning towards drier than average for the northern 
tier counties. The remainder of the state has equal chances of above, below or near average 
precipitation for the month. 

Looking further ahead - through February - there continues to be an increased chance of 
warmer than average temperatures across all of the northern states, from coast to coast. 
“This is consistent with a strong El Niño climate pattern that we have seen in the past, and 
many of the long-range computer climate models are forecasting that the same will hold true 
in winter of 2015-16,” said Dennis Todey, South Dakota State Climatologist & SDSU Extension 
Climate Specialist.

The precipitation forecast for the three months ahead sets South Dakota in between an area 
that is favored to be drier to our north and west, and wetter to our south in Nebraska. “The 
last two winters with similar El Niño conditions were in 1982-83 and 1997-98.  In both of those 
years, South Dakota wintertime precipitation was near to slightly below average,” he said.

Todey added that it is possible that South Dakota could experience storm events which bring 
rain or snow to our state this winter. “Particularly if we get a surge of moisture from the south 
or southwest,” he said. “But it is also possible that many areas could have an open winter, 
with little to no snowcover for much of the season.”

The implications of an open winter are both good and bad, Edwards explained. “Less snow 
cover could make winter wheat more susceptible to frost and freeze damage,” she said. “The 
same situation could be positive for cattle and livestock operations who prefer drier conditions.” 

Currently, the risk of major spring flooding is low. 
This is due to the fact that soils are not saturated and there is some capacity to take in rain 

and snowmelt this winter. Also, drier than average conditions are favored upstream along the 
Missouri and James Rivers, and some western tributaries as well. 

Edwards and Todey explained that this dry pattern in the northern Rockies and the sur-
rounding area is also consistent with El Niño impacts in the U.S.



We are very
thankful for all of 

our customers!
We wish everyone a Happy 

Thanksgiving and thanks for 
all your support this past year.

Adeline Kotzer is 
the daughter of Nicole 
Kotzer. She is thankful 
for eating dinner with 
her family.

Abby Fjeldheim is 
the daughter of Ryan 
and Susan Fjeldheim. 
She is thankful for her 
mom because she lets 
her go on rides at the 
fair.

Donavon Sealey is 
the son of Hope Block. 
He is thankful for his 
family because they 
give him food.

Novale a  War-
rington is the daugh-
ter of Neal and Amy 
Warrington. She is 
thankful for her grand-
ma because she came 
to stay with them 
when mom and dad 
were gone.

Zachary Fliehs is 
the son of Jeff and 
Bridget Fliehs. He is 
thankful for his daddy 
because he plays toys 
with him.

 Samuel Crank is 
the son of Thomas 
and Rachael Crank. 
He is thankful for his 
mom because she lets 
him go to the park.

From Groton Area’s
Junior Kindergarten Class
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Baby Shower for Eva Roy Olson, daugh-
ter of Nick and Stephanie Olson, will be 
held Wednesday, Dec. 2, 2015, at Em-
manuel Lutheran Church, Groton, from 6 
p.m. to 7:30 p.m. Eva was born October 
7, 2015. They are registered at Target.



Shop Local This Holiday Season!
Specials for Small Business Saturday - 

Select Fashion Scarves - 50% OFF
Select Boot Toppers - 50% OFF

All Christmas - 20% OFF
Thank you for supporting your local small businesses!

Happy Thanksgiving!

Groton Chamber Holiday Boxes 
are out & about in Groton!
This Week (thru 11/27) - Groton Ford
**$25 Chamber Bucks OR Free Oil Change!**

Next Week (thru 12/04) - Dairy Queen
**$25 Chamber Bucks OR 10" Ice Cream Cake!**

Stop by each participating business and register for $25 
Groton Chamber Bucks - or a prize supplied by the business.  
Prizes will be drawn weekly - starting over each week with 
entries!

2016 DOG LICENSES 
AVAILABLE NOW!!

Licenses due by Dec. 31, 2015
Fines start after Dec. 31, 2015
Dogs CAN NOT be licensed without 

providing updated rabies shot informa-
tion, please bring records for each dog 
to City Hall

Please contact City Hall as soon as 
possible if you no longer have any dogs

Spayed or neutered dogs are $5 per 
dog, otherwise $10 per dog

Grant Cleveland is 
the son of Justin and 
Gretchen Cleveland. 
He is thankful for his 
stuffed wolf, Jingle, 
because he snuggles 
with him.

Jordan Schwan 
is the son of Joe and 
Jodi Schwan. He is 
thankful for his dad 
because he can fix 
the TV and clean the 
gutters.

Ian Kutter is the 
son of Ryan and Carol 
Kutter. He is thankful 
for his dad because 
he plays football with 
me.

Brooklyn Spani-
er is the daughter of 
Roger and Darci Span-
ier. She is thankful for 
her mommy because 
she plays cards with 
her and she is thankful 
for her daddy because 
he takes her bowling.

Bridger Bliese is 
the son of Kevin and 
Kristi Bliese. He is 
thankful for his friends 
because they color 
together.

Luke Gauer is the 
son of Will and Jordi 
Gauer. He is thankful 
for his semi because 
it’s brand new and he-
plays with it at recess.

​Drake Dosch is the 
Jeremy Dosch and 
Kelsie Ehresmann. He 
says he is thankful 
for family, space and 
iPads.

Porter Jones is 
the son of Jarrett and 
Stacey Jones. He is 
thankful for his family 
and playing with them 
at his house.
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Brown County
Tandem Semi

Bid Notice
NOTICE TO TRUCK DEALERS
Notice is hereby given that 

sealed bids will be received in 
the Chambers of the Brown 
County Board of Commissioners 
at the Court House Annex, Aber-
deen, South Dakota, 57401 until 
8:50A.M. on December 8, 2015.  
At that time and place, all bids 
will be publicly opened, read, 
and considered by the Brown 
County Board of Commission-
ers, for furnishing and delivery 
of “One (1) New Current 2017, 
In Production, Tandem Axle Semi 
Tractor”. Delivery shall be made 
F.O.B. to Brown County.

Envelopes containing bids 
shall be addressed and delivered 
to the Brown County Auditor, 
Brown County Court House An-
nex, 25 Market Street, Aberdeen, 
South Dakota, 57401. Bids are to 
be clearly marked on the outside 
of the envelope: “Bid on One 
(1) New Current Model 2017, In 
Production, Tandem Axle Semi 
Tractor” to be opened on Decem-
ber 8, 2015 at 8:50 AM

Proposal Guaranty: The pro-
posal guaranty required and 
which must accompany each bid 
is a certified check, a cashier’s 
check or bank draft certified by a 
national or state bank, and pay-
able at sight to Brown County, 
South Dakota, in the amount of 
five percent (5%) of the total 
amount of the bid, or in lieu 
thereof, bidder may furnish a bid 
bond for ten percent (10%) of 
the bid, such bond to be issued 
by a surety company authorized 
to do business in South Dakota, 
and payable to Brown County, 
South Dakota.

Price and quality are the 
determining factors in awarding 
contracts. In determining the 
successful bidder, the lowest or 
most advantageous price upon 
grade, quality, or quantity and 
general conditions specified, 
shall be the determining factors.

The Brown County Board of 
Commissioners reserves the right 
to accept or reject any or all bids 
which they deem to be in the 
best interest of Brown County.

Brown County is exempt from 
all Federal Excise Tax and State 
Sales Tax.

Specifications are on file in the 
Brown County Auditor’s Office, 
and the Brown County Highway 
Department Office, and may be 
obtained at no charge.

ATTEST: Maxine Fischer, 
Brown County Auditor

(1117.1124)
Published twice at the total 

approximate cost of $38.02. 
(11663)

Brown County
Deed Sale on

509 N Penn St.
NOTICE SALE OF PROPERTY
Notice is hereby given, that 

pursuant to Chapter 6-13 SDCL, 
the following described property 
will be offered for sale by auction 
in the Community Room, Brown 
County Courthouse Annex, Aber-
deen, South Dakota on Decem-
ber 7, 2015 at 10:00 A.M.   This 
property has been approved for 
public sale by the Brown County 
Commission.  Purchase price of 
the property along with a $30.00 
recording fee shall be paid in full 
on the day of the sale and a Quit 
Claim Deed will be issued to the 
successful bidder.  Property of-
fered for sale is as follows:

L E G A L  D E S C R I P T I O N :                                         
MINIMUM BID

ABERDEEN CITY, LOT 8 
BLOCK 16 HAGERTY & LLOYD 
ADDITION, $20,000, 509 N 
PENN ST 

Maxine Fischer, Brown County 
Auditor    

(1124.1201)
Published twice at the ap-

proximate total cost of $16.22. 
(11671)

Groton School
Nov. 9

Meeting Minutes 
UNOFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS 

OF BOARD OF EDUCATION
GROTON AREA SCHOOL DIS-

TRICT NO. 06-6
REGULAR MEETING
November 9, 2015
President Steve Smith called 

the meeting to order at 7:00 
p.m. in the High School Confer-
ence Room.  Members present: 
M. Harder, L. Hanson, K. Kjelden, 
D. Nelson, G. Rix, S. Smith and 
M. Weismantel.  Others present 
were Supt. J. Schwan, Principals 
A. Schwan and B. Schwan, and 
Business Official M. Weber.

Moved by Weismantel, second 
Nelson to approve the agenda 
with the following amendments: 
under Consent Agenda #4 – re-
move transportation and school 
lunch report approval, under 
New Business #2a – add request 
for gym use with fee rental and 
under New Business #2b – add 
request from SEAS Catholic 
Church for use of school bus.  
Motion carried.

Moved by Harder, second Rix 
to approve the following consent 
agenda items as presented: 
North Central Special Ed Coop 
School of Record items, October 
13th and 27th minutes, district 
bills, financial report and agency 
report.  Motion carried.

GENERAL FUND:  Net Salary 
– 166,467.57; FIT – 18,270.71; 
Medicare – 6,325.50; FICA 
– 27,046.42; Sun Life Suppl. 
– 510.46; American Funds – 
702.40; Washington National – 
98.40; SDRS – 27,549.12; First 
National Bank – 100.00; Waddell 
& Reed – 1,216.54; Horace Mann 
– 318.51; Thrivent – 205.80; 
AFLAC – 2,223.35; Delta Dental 
– 4,226.10; SD Supplemental 
Retirement – 1,230.80; SDSBF 
Basic Life – 71.82; GASD Health 
Ins. Deferral – 114.48; Well-
mark BCBS – 55,847.00; A&B 
Business – supplies, 31.98; 
Academy Trophy – trophies, 
300.00; Acme Tools – servic-
es, 20.00; Agency Fund – adv 
pmts, 28,346.51; Automatic 
Building Controls – service call, 
503.88; City of Groton – utilities, 
11,165.59; Cole Papers – sup-
plies, 3,046.62; R. Colestock – fb 
ref, 45.00; Dakota Brush – sup-
plies, 597.42; Dakota Outdoors 
– repairs, 416.92; Dakota Supply 
Group – bulbs, 131.12; Decker 
Inc – signs, 351.89; Demco – 
supplies, 222.51; Dependable 
Sanitation – services, 1,254.50; 
J. Doeden – vb ref, 65.00; G&K 
Services – rug serv, 390.90; G. 
Gengerke – vb ref, 20.00; GASD 
Food Serv. – supplies, 344.02; 
GASD – patron funds tfr, 30.00; 
Groton Chiropractic – physical, 
95.00; Groton Daily Indepen-
dent – legal notices, 126.01; 
Groton Ford – repairs, 314.83; J. 
Hanson – fb ref, 85.00; Hillyard – 
suppl/services, 874.75; Howard 
Johnson – lodging, 819.00; JW 
Pepper – music, 663.72; James 
Valley Telecomm. – services/
cap.credit, 61.96; M. Jones – vb 
ref, 75.00; K. Koehler – vb ref, 
25.00; Locke Electric – services, 
4,984.03; M. Lock – fb ref/clock, 
235.00; Mathcounts Founda-
tion – subscription, 215.00; 
Matheson – supplies, 116.73; 
Menards – supplies, 471.90; 
Mid-American Research Chemi-
cal – supplies, 302.54; G. Mil-
brandt – soccer announcer/
clock, 250.00; Northwestern 
Energy – utilities, 753.95; Pau-
er Sound & Music – repairs, 
44.00; S&S Lumber – supplies, 
3,378.08; S. Schaller – soccer 
clock, 25.00; A. Schuring – fb 
clock, 175.00; Schwan Welding & 
Boiler Repair – boiler service call, 
2,814.74; A. Schwan – mileage/
meals, 193.69; SD Dept of Public 
Safety – certify scales, 56.00; 
SDASFAA – registration, 25.00; 

SDIAAA – conference fee/dues, 
140.00; J. Seibel – supplies, 
14.56; Sewer Saver – serv/re-
pairs, 710.42; M. Sippel – vb ref, 
40.00; P. Snyder – vb ref, 80.00; 
Subway – supplies, 126.00; C. 
Swanson – meals, 22.37; Taylor 
Music – suppl/services, 740.17; 
M. Weismantel – fb ref, 85.00; 
D. Winburn – supplies, 9.16; T. 
Woods – fb ref/scorer, 50.00; 
Zep Sales & Service – supplies, 
152.11.  Total General Fund - 
$379,159.56.

CAPITAL OUTLAY: Acme Tools 
– tape measures, 42.86; Agency 
Fund – adv pmts, 644.87; Ever-
white – whiteboards, 1,059.75; 
Follett School Solutions – lib. 
books, 281.02; Knowbuddy 
Resources – lib. books, 188.70; 
Krueger Brothers – gravel, 
307.67; Marco – copier leases, 
1,978.17; Wells Fargo Securities 
– hs addn pmt, 110,913.15.  To-
tal Capital Outlay - $115,416.19.

SPECIAL ED: Net Salary – 
25,705.48; FIT – 2,407.54; Medi-
care – 974.18; FICA – 4,165.64; 
Sun Life Suppl. – 157.12; SDRS 
– 4,428.70; Waddell & Reed – 
250.00; AFLAC – 448.33; Delta 
Dental – 845.22; SD Supple-
mental Retirement – 200.00; 
SDSBF Basic Life – 14.63; Well-
mark BCBS – 11,666.00; Agency 
Fund – adv pmts, 42.30; Avera 
St. Luke’s – services, 9,964.11; 
Behavior Care Specialists – con-
sultation, 579.76; GASD Parent 
– mileage, 670.32.  Total Special 
Ed - $62,519.33.

BOND REDEMPTION:  First 
National Bank – arena bond pmt, 
200,613.75.

ENTERPRISE: Food Service 
Net Salary – 6,436.41; FIT – 
368.29; Medicare – 224.58; 
FICA – 960.30; SDRS – 694.28; 
AFLAC – 54.22; SDSBF Basic 
Life – 2.66; Wellmark BCBS – 
1,372.00; Agency Fund – adv 
pmt, 1,297.76; CWD – 2,907.72; 
Dean Foods – dairy products, 
1,938.48; Earthgrains – bakery 
products, 300.90; G&K Ser-
vices – linen service, 168.69; 
Mid-American Research Chemi-
cal – supplies, 257.78; Reinhart 
– food/suppl, 4,035.62; Speedy 
Foods – food, 1,994.20; Sysco 
– food/suppl, 2,395.66; US 
Foods – food/suppl, 4,117.30; 
Woodman Refrigeration – re-
pairs, 741.46.  Total Food Service 
-- $30,268.31.  OST Net Salary – 
1,796.09; FIT – 73.97; Medicare 
– 61.28; FICA – 262.08; SDRS 
– 163.68; AFLAC – 77.99; SDSBF 
Basic Life – 1.33; Wellmark BCBS 
– 604.00; Agency Fund – adv 
pmts, 457.82; Menards – snacks, 
133.33.  Total OST -- $3,631.57.  
Total Enterprise - $33,899.88.

AGENCY FUND: Tota l  - 
$59,758.01.

RECEIPTS: Local Sources, 
Taxes – 53,954.60; Other Local 
Sources – 96,023.12; County 
Sources – 4,275.63; State Sourc-
es – 5,763.00; Federal Sources 
– 10,184.61.  Total Receipts - 
$170,200.96.

Members of the public were 
allowed five minutes to address 
the board on any topic of their 
choice.  With no public members 
present to speak, the board 
proceeded with their remaining 
agenda items.

There were no committee 
reports given.

The following issues were dis-
cussed in administrative reports: 
Blue Ribbon Task Force update, 
ASBSD Delegate Assembly, Gal-
legher Access System installa-
tion, school safety presentation, 
elementary school water leak, 
Developmental Screening, PAC 
monthly staff feature, Veteran’s 
Day Assembly, Dual Credit, “Stay 
Put” drill, CTE meeting, ICU up-
date and school audit.

Mike Hubbard from Johnson 
Controls was present to discuss 
long-term facilities planning with 
regards to energy efficiency in 
both schools.  No action was 

taken.
Superintendent Schwan re-

viewed the Fire and Life Safety 
Inspection Report and Corrective 
Action Plan.  The plan included 
suggestions for immediate fixes, 
intermediate-term fixes and 
long term fixes.  The District will 
submit a Corrective Action Plan.

Schwan read a letter from 
Kara Pharis requesting the use of 
school facilities to hold a basket-
ball camp for 6th graders.  The 
letter included a request to waive 
the school rental fee.  Moved by 
Weismantel, second Nelson to 
allow the use of the facility with 
the fee waived on the assump-
tion that the camp will be open 
to all 6th grade students.  Motion 
carried.

Moved by Nelson, second 
Weismantel to allow SEAS Catho-
lic Church the use of a school 
bus to attend a youth rally in 
Brookings with normal school 
charge for use of the bus.  Mo-
tion carried.

Moved by Kjelden, second Rix 
to adjourn at 8:03 pm.  Motion 
carried.

M. J. Weber, Business Manager                                               
Steven R. Smith, President             

The addition of signatures to 
this page verifies these minutes 
as official.

Published once at the total 
approximate cost of $87.02. 
(11673)

Brown County
Nov. 17, 2015

Meeting Minutes
NOVEMBER 17, 2015 – GEN-

ERAL MEETING
Meeting called to order by 

Chairman Sutton at 8:45 A.M. 
in the Commissioner’s Cham-
bers, Courthouse Annex, Brown 
County, SD.  Present were Com-
missioners Hansen, Kippley and 
Fjeldheim.  Commissioner Fisch-
bach was absent.  Chairman Sut-
ton led the Pledge of Allegiance.   

MINUTES:  Moved by Fjeld-
heim, seconded by Hansen 
to approve the General Meet-
ing Minutes of November 10, 
2015, with correction that Paul 
Sivertsen was in attendance 
during a portion of the execu-
tive session via telephone.  All 
members present voting aye.  
Motion carried.

CLAIMS:  Moved by Kippley, 
seconded by Fjeldheim to ap-
prove the following claims:  

P a y r o l l :  C o m m i s s i o n 
$3,767.51; Commission As-
s i s tant /Human Resources 
$4,088.74; Auditor $6,414.13; 
Treasurer $12,924.07; Data 
Processing $7,171.88; State’s 
Attorney $16,279.44; Blood 
Draws $650.00; SVAWA Grant 
$1 , 873 . 94 ;  Ma i n t enance 
$6,313.56; Assessor $13,136.51; 
Register of Deeds $9,349.67; Vet-
erans Service Office $3,563.74; 
GIS $2,195.60; Sheriff Admin 
$31,404.70; Jail $42,256.67; JDC 
$16,496.22; HD $5,375.28; Wel-
fare Office $3,477.47; Museum 
$7,683.74; Parks & Fairgrounds 
$5,179.09; Fair Board $3,407.85; 
4-H $1,113.60; Weed $1,483.62; 
Planning and Zoning $1,586.47; 
Highway $46,475.70; Communi-
cations $20,826.35; Emergency 
Management $3,767.34; Teen 
Court $283.14; 24/7 $3,050.37; 
Landfill $12,097.74.

Matching Benefits: FICA 
$16,835.43; Medicare $3,937.31.

Professional Fees: Adam Alt-
man $349.80; Avera St. Luke’s 
$4,611.27; BMI $335.00; Brick’s 
TV & Appliance $5,203.75; De-
nise Cody $37.50; Faulk Co. 
Sheriff Dept. $10,560.00; HKG 
Architects $16,470.00; Lewis 
& Clark BHS $640.00; Lucy 
Lewno $310.50; LexisNexis 
$51.60; Pollard Law $198.00; 
SD Dept. of Revenue & Regula-
tion $8,465.62; Tammy Stolle 
Court Reporting $138.80; Karen 
Swanda $37.50; Yankton Co. 

Sheriff Office$50.00.
Publishing: American News 

$382.63.
Rentals: Danne $330.00.
Repairs & Maintenance: 

446-Praxair $65.83; Asphalt 
Zipper $68.63; Farm Power Mfg. 
$386.00; GCR Tires $649.84; 
Newman Signs $21.03; Steven 
Lust Automotive $61.89; US 
Bank $1,039.69; Walth Safety 
Service$7.95. 

Supplies: Account Services 
Exchange $850.00; Allegiant 
Emergency Services $294.20; 
Ameripride $351.62; Asphalt 
Zipper $401.90; Bob’s Photo 
$4,033.00; Carlsen Funeral 
Home $336.84; Civic Research 
Institute $179.95; Cole Papers 
$1,807.19; Crescent Electric 
$135.00; Ecolab $94.19; Farm 
Power Mfg. $1,753.13; GCR Tires 
$314.24; Keeley’s $2,711.00; 
R o d n e y  K i r s c h e n m a n n 
$1,000.00; Lar-Jo’s $564.13; 
Lucy Lewno $12.98; LexisNexis 
$90.08; Lien Transportation 
$13,132.02; Marco $25.64; Mid-
states Printing $369.00; Network 
Services $250.76; Newman Signs 
$308.30; Pollard Law $2.00; 
Pro Ag Supply $215.54; Sew-
ing Shoppe $6.00; Share Corp. 
$300.00; Tractor Supply $26.47; 
Tri-State Water $26.00; Universal 
Hospital Services $30.00; US 
Bank $13,565.89; Web Water 
Bottling Co. $49.00; West Pay-
ment Center $3,132.83. 

Travel and Conference: Leo 
Lesher $347.80; SD Assoc. of 
Fairs & Celebrations $250.00; 
SD Sheriff’s Assoc. $295.00; US 
Bank $2,571.54; Winner Police 
Dept. $67.60. 

Utilities: Aberdeen City Trea-
surer $278.73; City of Hecla 
$159.33; Economy Propane 
$296.75; North Star Energy 
$129.80; Northern Electric 
$1,118.03; NWPS $115.35; US 
Bank $659.52.   All members 
present voting aye.  Motion 
carried.

CATHERINE LINDEMANN: 
Moved by Hansen, seconded 
by Fjeldheim to close all Brown 
County Offices able to close 
to the public from 10:15 a.m. 
to12:15 p.m. on Monday, No-
vember 23, 2015 to honor the 
memory of Catherine Linde-
mann, employee at the Register 
of Deeds Office from February 1, 
1996 to present.  Some offices 
may stay open to the public 
with minimal staffing, at the 
discretion of the office head.  All 
members present voting aye.  
Motion carried.

PERSONNEL: Moved by Han-
sen, seconded by Fjeldheim 
to approve employee status 
changes for Nicole Leslie Tveit 
from full-time Corrections Officer 
to part-time Civil Process As-
sistant, effective November 30, 
2015 @ $14.18 per hour; and for 
Brian Marcuson from part-time 
Correctional Officer to part-time 
cook, effective November 30, 
2015 at $14.12 per hour.  All 
members present voting aye. 
Motion carried.

LEASE AGREEMENT: Moved by 
Kippley, seconded by Fjeldheim 
to approve and authorize the 
Chairman sign agreement with 
Carla Janjula-Sperry for lease of 
the Club House on September 5 
& 6, 2015.  All members present 
voting aye.  Motion carried. 

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE LI-
CENSE RENEWAL: Moved by 
Kippley, seconded by Fjeldheim 
to approve the following appli-
cations for renewal of Alcoholic 
Beverage Licenses to operate 
outside of the Municipality:  
PACKAGE (OFF-SALE) LIQUOR: 
Venus & Kit Donley DBA Mans-
field Bar & Grill, (Lots 12, 13, 14, 
Block 4, Mansfield, 32-121-64). 
Marge Frohling DBA The Connec-
tion (Lots 13, 14, & 15, Block 2, 
Houghton, 31-127-61).  Roderic 
L Hanson DBA Ferney Farmers 
Bar (Lots 4 & 5, Block 5, Ferney, 

31-122-60). RETAIL (ON-SALE) 
AND SUNDAY LIQUOR: Venus 
& Kit Donley DBA Mansfield Bar 
& Grill (Lots 12, 13, 14, Block 4, 
Mansfield 32-121-64). Roderic L 
Hanson DBA Ferney Farmers Bar 
(Lots 4 & 5, Block 5, Ferney, 31-
122-60). Moccasin Creek Country 
Club Inc (Prairiewood Village OL 
7, 33-124-63). Travis Swenson 
DBA Elm Lake Resort (Lot 1 Elm 
Lake Subdivision in the SE ¼ of 
8-128-65).  Stacy Gossman DBA 
Big Fella’s (Lot 1B Gossman 1st 
Addn S ½ of 15-123-63). Den-
nis O Jones DBA Dakota River 
Ranch/Tacoma Park Place (5 
acres in NE corner of NW ¼ of 
23-124N-62W).  P’ZA Inc DBA 
Anchors Away Lodge & Resort 
(Palmers Richmond Resort Subd 
Lt 1, Subd OL 1 Richmond OL 
1 & 2). RETAIL (ON-OFF-SALE) 
WINE: ARR LCC DBA Flatland 
Flyways Lodge (Russo’s OL 1 NW 
¼ 1-127-62).  All members pres-
ent voting aye.  Motion carried.

SHERIFF REPORT: Moved by 
Fjeldheim, seconded by Kip-
pley to approve the following 
October 2015 Sheriff Report: 
Incidents and offenses, Prisoner 
care, JDC, and Money deposited 
with the County Treasurer. All 
members present voting aye. 
Motion carried.

TAX DEED SALE: Moved by 
Kippley, seconded by Hansen 
to authorize advertising the 
following described property to 
be offered for sale by auction 
in the Community Room, Brown 
County Courthouse Annex, on 
December 7, 2015 at 10:00 a.m., 
and further to declare property 
surplus for purpose of sale: Ab-
erdeen City: Lot 8 Blk 16 Hagerty 
& Lloyd Addition (509 N Penn 
Street).  All members present 
voting aye.  Motion carried.

ORD 097 – FIRST READING: 
Moved by Kippley, seconded by 
Hansen to approve First Reading 
of Ordinance #097, An Ordi-
nance to amend Title 4 – Zoning, 
Second Revision Brown County 
Ordinances, to rezone the fol-
lowing described property from 
its present zoning designation of 
Chapter 4.06 (AG-P) Agricultural 
Preservation District to Chapter 
4.10 (R3) Lake Front District: 
Lots 7 & 8, Block 1 RO-JU-OS 
Park; Lots 12 & 13, Block 1 RO-
JU-OS Park; Lots 1-5, Block 1 
RO-JU-OS Park; Lot 6, Block 1 
RO-JU-OS Park; Lot 2, Block 1 
Graham Oster Addition to RO-JU-
OS Park; Lot 3, Block 1 Graham 
Oster Addition to RO-JU-OS Park; 
Holty Outlot A to RO-JU-OS Park; 
and a tract 60’ N & S by 175’ 
E & W adjacent to Lot 1 Hart 
Family Subdivision to RO-JU-OS 
Park located in the S ½ of SE ¼ 
of Sec 8-T128N-R65W, Brown 
County,  SD (10186, 10194, 
10176, 10184, 10172, 10174, 
10160, and 10164 RO-JU-OS 
Place).  All members present 
voting aye.  Motion carried.  

HIGHWAY UPDATE: Dirk Rog-
ers, Highway Superintendent 
presented an update on cur-
rent department activities; an-
nounced open discussions for 
purpose of public input in regard 
to the 5-Year Highway Plan in 
compliance with Senate Bill #1 
will be held during the Commis-
sion meeting on November 24th 
and at the township officials 
meeting on November 18th.

EXECUTIVE SESSION: Moved 
by Hansen, seconded by Sutton 
to go into executive session for 
personnel discussion, per SDCL 
1-25-2(1) and to consult with 
legal counsel, per SDCL 25-
2-1(3) with Larry Lovrien and 
Gary Vetter in attendance.  All 
members present voting aye.  
Motion carried.   The Chairman 
declared the executive session 
closed, with no action taken as 
a result of the discussion:

CONCERNED CITIZEN:  Area 
citizen Matt Deilke asked the fol-
lowing in regard to the grievance 

responses: The basis for deter-
mining the salary is reasonable? 
The Chairman stated an on-line 
list was reviewed. Who owns the 
on-line fair ticket program used 
in 2015? Sivertsen Technology. Is 
there a formal agreement for the 
donation of the use of the ticket 
program between the owner 
and the County?  A draft was 
prepared and reviewed by the 
States Attorney but was never 
acted upon.      

ADJOURNMENT:  Moved by 
Hansen, seconded by Fjeldheim 
to adjourn the Brown County 
Commission.  All members pres-
ent voting aye.  Motion carried.

Maxine Fischer, Brown County 
Auditor

Published once at the total 
approximate cost of $78.58. 
(11670)
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Groton City
Nov. 16

Meeting Minutes 
November 16, 2015
The Groton City Council met 

on the above date at 7:00pm at 
the Groton Community Center 
for their regular second month-
ly meeting with the following 
members present: Peterson, 
Fliehs, Blackmun, Opp, McGan-
non, Glover, and Mayor Hanlon 
presiding.  Also present were:  
Finance Officer Lowary, Attorney 
Johnson, Paul Kosel, and Kathy 
Sundermeier.

The minutes were approved 
as read on a motion by Opp and 
seconded by Glover.  All mem-
bers present voted aye.

Moved by Fliehs and sec-
onded by Opp to authorize the 
following bills for payment.  All 
members present voted aye.

First State Bank 7,095.18 
ss & wh; Consolidated Fed Cr 
Union 950.00 emp savings; 
Office of Child Support 344.31 
emp child support; 1st State 
Bank 9,233.74 15 C&G loan; 1st 
State Bank 15,252.32 14 C&G 
loan; AFLAC 782.32 emp ins; 
Border States 1,066.16 tools; 
Car Quest 580.99 oil, filters, 
parts; Dacotah Bank 63,482.37 
swim pool payment; Dearborn 
National Life 88.00 life ins; Fas-
tenal 69.79 bolts; Full Circle Ag 
271.75 weed killer; Guardian Ins 
233.63 emp ins; Heartland Cons 
Power District 26,463.78 power; 
Hydro Klean 11,489.80 sewer 
cleaning; Kens Food Fair 765.25 
supplies; Paul Kosel 163.41 med 
flex; MJs Sinclair 819.37 gas, 
battery; Nelson Sales 487.01 
mower repairs; RDO 173.08 
mower repairs; Sanitation Prod-
ucts 153.50 sweeper shoes; SD 
State Treasurer 7,082.35 sales 
tax; SD Supplement Retire-
ment 1,100.00 emp retirement; 
Wellmark Blue Cross/Blue Shield 
12,548.62 health ins; Western 
Area Power Adm 26,952.74 
power

Moved by McGannon and 
seconded by Opp to approve 
renewals of the following liquor 
licenses for 2016.  All members 
present voted aye.

City of Groton - On-Sale Retail 
Liquor - American Legion - Orig.
Plat, Bk 11, Lots 22-25 City of 
Groton- On-Sale Retail Liquor 
- Jungle Lounge - Orig.Plat, 
Bk 5, Lots 11,12,&13 City of 
Groton - On-Sale Retail Liquor - 
Olive Grove Golf Course  - Land 
bounded on the East by US Hwy 
12, on the South by Railroad 
Ave.(Brown County Road E12), 
on the West by the Chicago & 
Northwestern RR grounds, and 
on the North by E 5th Ave., Sec-
tion 19, Township 123, Range 
60W

City of Groton-Off-Sale Pack-
age Liquor - American Legion 
-Orig.Plat, Bk 11, Lots 22-25 
City of Groton-Off-Sale Package 
Liquor - Jungle Lounge -Orig.
Plat, Bk 5, Lots 11,12,&13 City of 
Groton-Off-Sale Package Liquor - 
Kens Food Fair - Fiedler&Rix 1st 
Subdiv Lot1 City of Groton-On 
& Off Sale Retail Wine - Olde 
Bank Floral N More -Orig Plat, 
Bk 6, Lots7&8

HOMEMake more memories

AveraAtHome.org

And if payment of real estate 
taxes is done by Dec 21 - City of 
Groton-On-Sale Retail Liquor - 
Red Horse Inn, Rest. & Lounge 
-Youngs Outlot 1

Moved by Glover and second-
ed by Blackmun to authorized 
Dan Sunne to attend to attend 
JUTS in Sioux Falls, SD on Jan 
19-21.  All members present 
voted.

Mitigation grants are now 
available for storm damage pre-
vention.  Discussion was held on 
parts of town that would benefit 
from power line burial.  The topic 
was tabled until engineering 
prices could be obtained.

Discussion was held on proce-
dures for certifying the airport; 
progress on bond issuance; and 
Heartland Power rates rising.  

Moved by Glover and second-
ed by Peterson to strictly enforce 
delinquent utility collections.  All 
members present voted aye.

At 7:53pm Council adjourned 
into executive session to discuss 
personnel matters on a motion 
by Blackmun and seconded by 
Glover.  All members present 
voted aye.  Council reconvened 
at 8:30pm.

Moved by Opp and seconded 
by Peterson to give 1st Reading 
to Ordinance No. 701, 2016 
Salary Ordinance.  All members 
present voted aye.

Meeting adjourned.
Scott Hanlon, Mayor
Anita Lowary, Finance Officer
Published once at the total 

approximate cost of $24.10. 
(11672)

THINKING ABOUT HEALTH
Obamacare Policyholders Question Rising Deductibles

By Trudy Lieberman, Rural Health News Service
Is health insurance really affordable?  That’s the question thousands of Americans who 

signed up for policies under the Affordable Care Act are beginning to ask as third year open 
enrollment gets underway.

A few weeks ago a 63-year-old woman, a reader of these columns, contacted me about the 
health insurance policy she had bought through the Illinois exchange. She lost her coverage 
after her husband died and had been uninsured for nearly two years before Obamacare came 
along.  She had some health problems and worried, she said, that she was “playing the odds.” 
She was just the person the law was intended to help.

Realizing she could lose everything if she had a serious illness, she signed up for a Blue 
Cross Blue Shield bronze plan, the kind with the lowest premiums and highest deductibles. 
Her monthly premium for the first year was an affordable $93 because her low income—about 
$25,000 a year working part time at an insurance agency---qualified her for a tax subsidy of 
$451.

The catch, of course, was the $6,000 deductible. She also had to pay the full price of her 
drugs, which didn’t count toward the deductible, although once other medical bills exceeded 
the deductible, drugs were covered in full. She didn’t use the policy because she didn’t “have 
$6,000 lying around” for some recommended tests.  

The second year the premium zoomed up to $258---tougher to pay but she still managed 
to “squeak by.” She needed knee surgery. But because of the large deductible, she had to 
pay the first $6,000 out-of-pocket, and for most of the year she made monthly payments of 
$240 to the hospital. Counting the premium and another $100 or so for drugs, the monthly 
outlay for medical expenses totaled about $600, more than a quarter of her monthly income.

This year when the premium increased to $406, still with the same subsidy, she said no, and 
filed a new application hoping to find something cheaper that would also let her continue to 
see the doctors she liked. Luckily she discovered she had been paying smoker rates but was 
not a smoker. The new premium based on non-smoker rates is  $216, about the maximum 
she can afford.

A new study from the actuarial firm Milliman just confirmed what the Illinois woman and 
others already know. Next year’s premiums have increased overall compared to 2015 for a 
variety of reasons such as higher costs for medical care, especially prescription drugs, and 
lower payments to insurers from the government to cushion the impact of covering lots of 
sick people.

Milliman compared the second lowest cost silver plans for a 27-year-old and found increases 
varied with some states like Mississippi and Indiana experiencing decreases and others like 
Illinois, South Dakota and Nebraska experiencing increases, some significant. In South Dakota, 
for example, the average increase was 25 percent.

States with fewer insurers tended to have higher increases. That’s hardly surprising since 
competition in health insurance does seem to keep premiums somewhat lower.

No one buys exactly the average policy, of course, or pays exactly the average premium. 
But it’s clear that large numbers of Obamacare policyholders will be paying more next year, 
and that worries researchers, government officials, and supporters of the health law.

The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation and the Urban Institute recently reported that only 
35 percent of people eligible for a subsidy---like the one the Illinois woman received---had 
signed up for a policy last year, and most of them were individuals and families with the low-
est incomes. About 80 percent of those with low incomes had chosen policies while only 30 
percent with middle incomes in the $40,000 to $60,000 range did not.

“People are looking at this and saying ‘Man, I can’t afford it,’” says Washington insurance 
consultant Robert Laszewski. He has long argued policies are too expensive and deductibles 
too high for all except those who get the highest subsidies—in other words, those with the 
lowest incomes.

Laszewski predicts even higher increases for next year along with higher deductibles and a 
smaller choice of doctors and hospitals. That’s what the Illinois woman is afraid of.

“I didn’t expect these kinds of increases year after year,” she told me. “It was like the first 
year was a big come-on. Everybody gets in and the second year they sock it to you.”

And for next year?  “Who knows,” she says.  “Still counting down to Medicare.”
What kind of rate increases are you seeing?  Write to Trudy at trudy.lieberman@gmail.com

Rip ‘N 
Ravel Club
CFEL  Rip ‘N Ravel 

Club met Nov.2 at 
the home of Darlene 
Finnesand.  Seven 
members answered 
roll call wit “experi-
encing an extreme 
weather condition.  

Merry Jo Ball report-
ed on the Fall Council 
Meeting.

Members voted to 
contact the City Office 
for an available fam-
ily for our Christmas 
project.

Merry Jo presented 
the lesson on Weather 
Extremes.

Next meeting will be 
December 7th with 
Linda Gengerke as 
hostess.  Members will 
exchange a handmade 
gift.
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Gifts For Family and Friends 

Toys For Others 

With a Little
     Paint!

  You can make most 
of these gifts yourself. 
But, a few require 
adult supervision...
so ask first!

Match the activities in each set to the gifts that will be made.
1. printing, painting, coloring
2. measuring, mixing, baking
3. tying ribbons, gluing beads
4. covering with paper, foil 
    separating sections inside
5. making your own pieces 
    to play with on the board

1. rubber stamping, inking,
    gluing glitter
2. painting, personalizing,
    gluing felt to the bottom
3. writing, promising, helping
4. melting, coloring, scenting
    wax, dipping string
5. drawing 12 seasonal
    pictures of times with your
    family, dates, days

A. tic-tac-toe, checkers
B. decorative hangers
C. wrapping paper
D. box to hold change,
     keys, watches
E. favorite cookies, 
    candy

A. brick book ends
B. candles
C. calendar
D. pop-up cards, 
    writing paper
E. book with coupons that 
    can be “turned in” to get
    extra help with chores

       1. b __ rdh __ use
       2. fo __ ts __ ool
       3. lu __ ch ba __ s
      4. gi __ t w __ ap
      5. s __ ir __ s
      6.  __ __ t s
   7. __ ode __ s
 8. __ nea __ ers
9. s __ o __ es
10. to __ e ba __ s
11.  a __ ro __ s
12. s __ hool bo __ es

i

o

o t

n

g f

r

h
t

h

a

m

ls

k

n
t

t

g

p

n

c

x

       It’s always fun to paint
    something. There are so
    many things that you can
    decorate! Fill in the list 
    of items below with 
        letters from the 
              paint palette:    

Rainbow

glue

 

   Toy 
Drop–Off:
Ring Bell

Gifts From The Heart

Read the clues to fill in the crossword:

game

book

doll

kit

airplanes

collection

code

bank

pattern

toys

science

boats

1

2
3

4

5

6

7
8 9

10

11
12

1. write a mystery and create a secret ___________ to solve it
2. design and make a board __________
3. cut, fold, decorate a set of paper __________ to fly
4. put together a box or basket with small __________ in it: cars, dinosaurs, or farm animals
5. cut and draw to make a flip __________ of “moving images”
6. start a __________:  baseball cards, miniatures, badges
7. make a __________ box:  a small magnifying glass, items 
    to study – yarn, leaf, a dust ball, a rock, a flower
8. draw and cut out a paper __________, make clothes with tabs to fit
9. use a ruler or computer to create a simple ________ 
    that can be folded, made into a toy
10. turn milk cartons into paddle __________ that really float
11. make a __________ – be a sport and put a few coins in it
12. gather buttons, old jewelry, ribbons, colored string, etc., to put in a “__________ to make stuff” www.readingclubfun.com

StuffFree 

              Come to print out puzzles: Make Your Own Gifts From 
           Your Heart and Hands crossword puzzle and matching
            reading log/certificate set: 

 N
ew

sp
ap

er
 F

un
! C

re
at

ed
 b

y 
An

ni
m

ills
 L

LC
 ©

 2
01

5 

 

Newspaper Fun!
 

Annimills LLC © 2015 V12-47                    www.readingclubfun.com

   Kids: color
  stuff in!

We’re making gifts for the holidays! I’m making puzzles for everyone.

         Wow! I went to the library and stood in front
of the “do it and make it yourself” section of books. 
I had no idea how many books there are, each 
filled with ideas for making presents. You need 
some basic skills for some of the ideas, such as 
knitting, sewing or woodworking. Some gifts require 
a few small purchases. But, most of these books 
offer ideas for plenty of gifts that anyone can make 
with stuff around the house. So...not much money 
for gifts this holiday season? No excuses anymore – 
get to work on these gifts from the hands and heart!

     Plan and make your gifts ahead so 
you won’t get crushed in the holiday rush!

     Holiday gifts for 
brothers, sisters and 
friends are easy and 
fun to make. Let your 
imagination soar!

    The 

  holidays 

are coming!

A

B

B

B
B

B

B

C

C

C

C

C

C

A

1000101

ON

OFF

     Forest and Glade went through their closets and found toys that are in very good shape, but that they do not 
often play with anymore. They want to donate the toys to a shelter. Can you help Glade deliver their toys? 
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Wednesday, November 25
NO SCHOOL - Thanksgiving Break
Senior Menu: Ham/ raisin sauce, sweet potato, 

California blend veggies, crazy cake.
Birthdays: Emery Sippel • Kari Hanson • Angela 

Falk • Penny Herther • Devan Howard • Arielle Schaller
7:00am: United Methodist Men’s Bible Study
12:00pm: Kiwanis meets at the Community Center
7:00pm: Emmanuel Lutheran Worship

Thursday, November 26
NO SCHOOL - Thanksgiving Break
Thanksgiving Day
Birthday: Dawn Imrie
11:30am: Community Thanksgiving Day Dinner at 

Groton Community Center

Friday, November 27
NO SCHOOL - Thanksgiving Break
Anniversary: Marty & Ellie Sippel
Birthday: Christopher Loutsch

Saturday, November 28
Anniversary: Bill and Jana Duncan
Birthdays: James Washnok • Amanda Geist • Brit-

tany Raap • Sharon Zoellner • Sylvia Campbell
4:30pm: St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic Church 

Mass

Sunday, November 29
Anniversaries: Curtis & Janice Sombke • Chuck & 

Carrie Cole
Birthdays: Audrey Thurston • Melinda Eikamp • 

Travis Swisher • Aubray Harry • Gene Loeschke
9:00am: Emmanuel Lutheran School
9:00am: St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic Church 

Mass
9:30am: Emmanuel Lutheran Fellowship
10:00am: Heaven Bound Ministries worship at Pier-

pont Church
10:15am: Emmanuel Lutheran worship

Cutler Family Hair Care
603 N 2nd St, Groton

605/397-2629

Member FDIC

1503 N Broadway, Groton, 605/397-8145

Groton 
397-2726 

101 S 1st Ave., Ferney

Farmers Union 
CO-OP 395-6461

Redfield
1-800-247-4650

Aberdeen
225-6772

1-800-843-1865
Webster

1-800-658-2252

Community
Calendar

10:00am:  United Methodist Women’s Bible Study
6:30pm: 7th GBB host Clark/Willow Lake
7:30pm: 8th GBB host Clark/Willow Lake

Wednesday, December 2
School Breakfast: Cereal, yogurt, fruit, juice, milk.
School Lunch: Chicken nuggets, sweet potato fries, 

romaine salad, breadstick, fruit.
Senior Menu: Baked chicken, baked potato with 

sour cream, green beans, chocolate cake, whole wheat 
bread.

Birthdays: Leonard Garness • Liz Doeden • Cade 
Guthmiller • Meri Erickson

11:00am: United Methodist Church Worship
7:00pm: Snow Queen Contest at GHS Gym

Monday, November 30
School Breakfast: Breakfast bagel, fruit, juice, milk.
School Lunch: Chili, corn bread, carrots and dip, fruit.
Senior Menu: Meatballs, mashed potatoes and gravy, carrots, fruit 

cocktail, whole wheat bread.
Birthdays: Tanner Johnson • Jesse Anderson • Denny Davies
6:30am:  Emmanuel Lutheran Bible Study
7:00pm:  Winter Sports Parent-Athlete Meeting

Tuesday, December 1
Lisa Sippel Novice Debate in Groton after school
Practice ACT at GHS
School Breakfast: Pancake on stick, fruit, juice, milk.
School Menu: Meatballs, baked potato, tea buns, mixed vegetables, 

fruit.
Senior Menu: Chili, cornbread, coleslaw, lime pear Jell-O.
Birthdays: Darrel Hendrickson • Ahmad Shabazz Jr • Kevin Raap

TRACTOR SALVAGE
ABERDEEN, SD

1000+ Salvaged Tractors &
Combines
400+ Reground Crankshafts
500+ Tractor Tires
300+ Rebuilt Radiators

Phone (605) 225-0185
5 Miles North & 1 Mile West of CASE-IH

GREAT BUYS
& SERVICE!

WANT TO BUY
TRACTORS,
COMBINES
& SWATHERS
FOR SALVAGE

Large Line of Swather,
Baler & Cutter Parts.

MEYERS

SD-1622105D

7:00am: United Methodist Men’s 
Bible Study

12:00pm: Kiwanis meets at the 
Community Center

6:00pm: Baby Shower for Eva Roy 
Olson at Emmanuel Lutheran

6:45pm: Emmanuel Lutheran League
7:00pm: Emmanuel Lutheran Con-

firmation

Thursday, December 3
Emmanuel Lutheran WELCA Joint 

Bible Study Potluck Meal
School Breakfast: Mini pancakes, 

fruit, juice, milk.
School Menu: Pizza crunchers, 

sweet potato fries, carrots and dip, 
fruit.

Senior Menu: Roast pork, mashed 
potato and gravy, tomato spoon salad, 
carrot bar, whole wheat bread.

Birthdays: Brook Anderson • Jeff 
Merkel • Dennis K Larson • Anthony 
Sippel • Jamie Rossow

6:00pm: 7th GBB at Redfield
7:00pm: 8th GBB at Redfield

Groton Coffee 
Cup League

November 17 Team 
Standings: Jungle Lanes 
22, Ken’s 21, James Valley 20, 
Ten Pins 17.

High Games: Vicki Walter 
181, 171; Vickie Kramp 181; 
LaVonne Raap 169; Arlowyn 
Spencer 166

High Series: Vicki Walter 
509; Vickie Kramp 492; Ar-
lowyn Spencer 423

Conde National 
League

November 16 Team 
Standings: Mets 18 1/2, 
Cubs 16, Braves 14, Pirates 
12, Giants 12, Colts 11 1/2

Men’s High Games: Lance 
Frohling 183, 174; Bryce Har-
gatz 181; John Lowary 175

Men’s High Series: Bryce 
Dargatz 517; Lance Frohling 
484; Larry Frohling 460

Women’s High Games: 
Mary Larson 179, Deb Fred-
rickson 178, Joyce Walter 178, 
Vickie Kramp 166

Women’s  High Series: 
Joyce Walter 468, Vickie 
Kramp 467, Hope Dargatz 417

Thanks to everyone who bought 
Legion tickets from me and for 

attending the Groton Legion
Turkey Party. Your support is 

greatly appreciated!
Eddy Opp

Farmers Union 
Grand Opening

in Conde
Tuesday, December 1

Join us for lunch and prizes
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AUCTIONS
ABSOLUTE LAND AUCTION December 16. 1810 Acre Ranch, VanWyk 

Estate, Clean Grassland, Crops, Good Hunting, Trees, Draws, Spring, 
Wells, Farmstead, 605-544-3316, www.PiroutekAuction.com.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES
OWN YOUR OWN DOLLAR, big box, mail/ship, party, or women’s 

clothing/accessory/boutique store, 100% financing, oac from $59,900 
100% turnkey, 1-877-500-7606 dollarstoreservices.com/start/SD.

EMPLOYMENT
RAILROAD VEGETATION CONTROL: Full-time traveling opportunity, 

60-80 hours/week, $12-$15/hour starting, meal allowance, paid lodg-
ing & benefit package. RAW, Inc. in Cooperstown, ND – 888.700.0292 
www.rawapplicators.com | info@rawapplicators.com.__________________________________________________

CUSTER CLINIC and Custer Regional Senior Care are accepting ap-
plications for full and part-time Licensed Medical Assistants, LPNs and 
RNs to join our teams in the beautiful southern Black Hills. Excellent 
benefits and competitive salary.  Contact Human Resources at (605) 
673-9418 for more information or log onto www.regionalhealth.com 
to apply. EEOC/AA.__________________________________________________

THE CITY OF Selby, SD is now accepting applications for a full-time 
City Street Superintendent. Call Finance Officer Vickie Schulkoski at 
605-649-7301 or e-mail cityofselby@venturecomm.net for information.

FOR SALE
DIAMOND STEEL STRUCTURES - Fall close out - Prices slashed. 

Archwall & straight wall steel buildings. 40’ X 62’ starting at $9,900. 
Factory direct pricing. Call - 1.844.297.8335.

HELP WANTED
UNITED QUALITY COOPERATIVE at Parshall / New Town ND is seek-

ing a qualified CEO / General Manager.  This is a multi-location energy, 
grain, agronomy, and farm retail cooperative with sales of $350 million.  
Business degree and or successful agricultural business management 
experience desired.  To Apply: http://tinyurl.com/o3yxchx  - For more 
info contact Larry Fuller, 701-220-9775 or Email larry.fuller@chsinc.com.

MISCELLANEOUS
MEET SINGLES RIGHT NOW!  No paid operators, just real people 

like you.  Browse greetings, exchange messages and connect live. Try 
it free. Call now: 1-800-958-7963.

NOTICES

ADVERTISE IN NEWSPAPERS statewide for only $150.00. Put the 
South Dakota Statewide Classifieds Network to work for you today! 
(25 words for $150. Each additional word $5.) Call this newspaper at 
605/397-6397 for details.

S & S Lumber
North Groton

Get your supplies 
and tools at

State of S.D.
Duane Rude

Estate Notice
STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA
COUNTY OF BROWN
IN THE MATTER OF THE ES-

TATE OF DUANE LARRY RUDE, 
DECEASED

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
IN CIRCUIT COURT
FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
06PRO 15 - 000096
Notice is given that on the 

10th day of November, 2015, 
Joel Klinke whose address is 
105 NE 62nd Place, Gladstone, 
Missouri 64118, was appointed 
as personal representative of 
the estate of Duane Larry Rude.

Creditors of the decedent 
must file their claims within four 
(4) months after the date of the 
appointment of the personal 
representative on November 
10, 2015, or within sixty (60) 
days after the date of mailing or 
delivery of this written notice, 
whichever is later, or be forever 
barred.

Claims may be filed with the 
personal representative or may 
be filed with the Clerk of Courts 
and a copy of the claim mailed 
to the personal representative.

Dated this 12th day of Novem-
ber, 2015.

/s/ Joel Klinke
105 NE 62nd Place
Gladstone, Missouri 64118
(816) 606-1361
Marla R. Zastrow
Brown County Clerk of Courts
PO Box 1087
Aberdeen SD 57401
Kari A. Bartling, Attorney
P.O. Box 467
Groton, SD 57445
(605) 397-8464
(1124.1208)
Published three times at the 

approximate cost of $37.34. 
(11674)

complaint prays for a judgment 
vesting title in and quieting title 
to, and the determination of all 
adverse claims against the real 
property described in the com-
plaint which is located in Brown 
County, South Dakota, to wit:

Lots Thirteen (13), Fourteen 
(14), and Fifteen (15), Block 
Seven (7), Original Plat to Gro-
ton, according to the plat thereof 
of record, Brown County, South 
Dakota

and to serve a copy of your 
answer to the complaint upon 
the undersigned at his office at 
Groton, South Dakota, within 
thirty days after the service of 
this summons upon you exclu-
sive of the day of such service; if 
you fail to answer said complaint 
within the time period provided, 
the plaintiff will apply to the 
Court for a judgment by default 
which may be rendered against 
you for the relief demanded in 
the complaint.

Dated this 25th day of Sep-
tember, 2015.

KOLKER LAW OFFICE
/r/ Richard Kolker
Richard Kolker, Attorney for 

Plaintiffs
P.O. Box 467
102 North Main Street
Groton SD 57445 (605) 397-

8464
(1124.1215)
Published for four weeks at 

the approximate cost of $90.99. 
(11675)

Summons
Jack Dixon

Estate
STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA IN 

CIRCUIT COURT
COUNTY OF BROWN FIFTH 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
************************

**************************
******************

In the Matter of the Estate of 
Jack Dixon

Deceased Plaintiff

VS
Brown County, South Dakota; 

Home Federal Savings Bank, 
Sioux Falls, South Dakota; Ac-
counts Management Inc., Sioux 
Falls, South Daktoa, City of 
Groton, South Dakota; GGNSC 
Groton LLC d/b/a Golden Living 
Center, Groton South Dakota; 
South Dakota Department of 
Social Services; and all persons 
who have or claim to have, or 
who appear of record to have 
any interest or estate in, claim 

to, or lien or encumbrance upon 
the premises described in the 
summons and complaint, or any 
part thereof, or if deceased, their 
heirs, devisees, legatees, execu-
tors, administrators, or creditors, 
known or unknown, or any or 
either of them, and all persons 
unknown who may have or claim 
to have any estate or interest 
in or lien or encumbrance upon 
such real property or any part 
thereof.

06CIV. 015 -000411

SUMMONS
Defendants
************************

**************************
****************

TO THE STATE OF SOUTH DA-
KOTA, TO THE ABOVE NAMED 
DEFENDANTS:

You are hereby summoned 
and required to answer the 
complaint of the plaintiffs which 
was filed in the office of the clerk 
of this Court at Aberdeen, Brown 
County, South Dakota, which 

Latex and
Mylar

Balloons
Groton Daily
Independent

110 N Washington St., 
Groton

605-397-NEWS (6397)


