
2015-2016 Groton Area School District 
Back to School Information

Groton Area School District 06-6 – “Mission Statement” Each school will foster a 
school climate conducive to learning by encouraging good behavior and citizenship, 
good attendance, a thirst for knowledge, and high academic standards. Teachers will 
employ strategies and approaches to instruction to meet the needs of all children as-
signed to them. With proper motivation and instruction, all children can learn!
Teacher Qualifications: All teachers of core academic subjects must hold at least a 

bachelor’s degree, have full state certification, and demonstrate knowledge in the core 
academic subject they teach. For information regarding your child’s teachers’ qualifica-
tions, you may contact the superintendent’s office at 397-2351.
Certified Staff Changes: Certified staff new to the District include: Brett Schwan, 

Elementary Principal; Jordan Kjellsen, MS Math Teacher; Desiree Yeigh, Instrumental 
Music Teacher
Registration: Anyone new to the District should contact the respective building 

principal(s) as soon as possible. Most kindergarten children were registered at pre-
school screening in April; therefore, only those who did not register in April need to 
report for registration. Middle School and High School Schedule changes can be made 
on Wednesday, August 19th from 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM.
School Supply Lists: Students’ school supply lists for the elementary school (pre-

school – grade 5) are posted on the District’s web site at www.grotonarea.com. Stu-
dents in the middle school (grades 6-8) will be required to have the same color note-
book, folder, and book cover for each class. Math will be green; English, blue; reading, 
red; science, purple; and social studies, black. The students can choose their own 
colors for PE, art, health, and computer classes.
Welcome Back Picnic & Open House – Monday, August 24th: All students 

enrolled in the district for the 2015-2016 school year, their parents, and all staff are 
invited to a “Welcome Back” picnic and Open House on Monday, August 24th. The pic-
nic will be held at the GHS gym and will run from 5:00PM – 6:30PM. A free meal will 
be served and door prizes will be given away.
Open House will run from 6:30PM – 8:00 PM at the elementary school. There will be 

no open house activities at the middle/high school building following the picnic. In lieu 
of the fall open house event for middle/high School students, we’d ask you to mark 
your calendars for a Fall Family Night at 6:00 PM on Monday, October 19.
6th Grade Orientation – Monday, August 24th: Orientation for all 6th grade 

students and their parents will take place at 6:30PM in the GHS Arena following the 
“Welcome Back” picnic. This will be an opportunity for the 6th grade students and 
their parents to become familiar with the building and ask questions about their up-
coming transition.



Tablet PCs Issued to Freshmen, Sophomores, Juniors, and Seniors: Prior to be-
ing issued their tablet PC, students and their parents must sign and return the following 
documents: Laptop Computer Protection Agreement, the Student Pledge, E-mail Accept-
able Use Agreement, the Groton Area School District Network/Internet agreement, and 
the Parental Consent to Publish Student Photos/Work. Required forms can be picked up 
in the High School Office or will be sent home with students on the first day of classes.
First Day of School – Wednesday, August 26th: The first day of school is on 

Wednesday, August 26th. Students participating in band should bring their instruments. 
Buses will run and school lunch will be served. Each route driver will contact parents to 
confirm bus arrival times. Other bus route questions may be referred to transportation 
supervisor, Loren Bahr, at (605) 397-8117. The GRASP (OST) program at the elementary 
school will be available on the first day of school.
Junior Kindergarten, Kindergarten, and First Grade: The District offers all-day, 

every day kindergarten classes. Children may enter kindergarten if they are 5 years of 
age on or before September 1 of the year in which they are to enter school. The District 
offers a junior kindergarten program each day from 12:30PM – 3:23PM for students that 
are eligible to attend kindergarten, but are not quite ready for kindergarten. Students 
enrolling in first grade must be 6 years of age on or before September 1 of that school 
year.
Non-Resident Enrollment: For out-of-district students, applications to open enroll 

may be accepted throughout the school year. Applications are available from any school 
district administrative office. All open enrollment requests and related questions should 
be referred to school superintendent, Joe Schwan, at (605) 397-2351.
2015-2016 School Hours: Groton Area Elementary 8:15AM Arrival Time (Supervi-

sion) 8:25AM – 3:23PM Classes in Session
Groton Area MS/HS 8:25 AM First Bell 8:30AM – 3:30PM Classes in Session
Athletic Physicals: In accordance with SDHSAA regulations and District policy, each 

student (grades 7-12) who intends to participate in athletic competition is required to 
have an athletic physical prior to participation, including practice.
1st practice for HS boys’ golf Monday, August 10 1st practice for HS soccer Monday, 

August 3 1st practice for HS football Thursday, August 13 1st practice for HS volleyball 
Thursday, August 13 1st practice for HS cross country Monday, August 17 1st JH practice 
First week of school
Since athletic physical requirements are more comprehensive and are required only ev-

ery third year, parents are advised to make appointments directly with their family physi-
cian or chiropractor. Any questions may be directed to head coaches or athletic director, 
Brian Schuring, at (605) 397-8381.
GRASP (OST) Program: The GRASP program services children in junior kindergarten 

through grade five with before and after-school homework help, supervised learning 
activities, and snacks. The GRASP program will be held in the Groton Area Elementary 
School from 7:00AM - 8:00AM and 3:25PM – 6:00PM each day that school is in session. 
Rates are $2.50 per hour, per child. Any OST questions or registrations may be directed 
to elementary principal, Mr. Brett Schwan, at (605) 397-2317.



K-12 Breakfast and Lunch Program: The school provides breakfast and lunch for 
all students each day school is in session. All meals are on a cash basis (i.e. pay as you 
go), while recognizing the provisions for free and reduced price meals. Guidelines for 
2015-2016 applications for free and reduced priced meals were mailed out the week of 
August 3rd. Parents are encouraged to apply for free and reduced priced meals if there 
is a possibility they may qualify. Prices are as follows:
Groton Area Elementary:
 Milk Juice 
Monthly $5.90 $7.00 
Semester $23.60 $28.00 
Yearly $47.20 $56.00
Daily Breakfast  $2.00
Daily Lunch  $2.75
Prices for second servings at the elementary are $0.50.
Groton Area Middle School/High School: 
Daily Breakfast  $2.50
Daily Lunch  $3.25
Prices for second servings at the middle/high school are $0.75.
Activity Tickets: Activity tickets are intended to admit all students to regularly sched-

uled home activities or events, with about the only exceptions being tournaments and 
the Pops Concert. Students in grades 1-5 may purchase an activity ticket, if they wish. All 
students who participate in activities for which an activity stipend is paid are required to 
purchase an activity ticket as a condition of participation since they are the primary ben-
eficiaries of the activity programs. For example, staff activity stipends include: all sports, 
marching band, forensics, cheerleading, drama, oral interp, DI, FFA, FCCLA, FBLA etc.
Activity Ticket prices for 2015-2016 are as follows: 
Grades 1-5 $25.00    ~     Grades 6-12 $30.00     ~     Adults $45 (10 events)
Admission Prices:
Adults = $5.00; $6.00 for double headers      ~     Students, Grades 1-12 = $4.00
Church Night: Wednesday nights during the school year are set aside for activities in 

the community’s churches. No locally sponsored school activities or conflicting practices 
are to be held after 6:00PM on Wednesday.
School Cancellations: All school cancellations or early dismissals due to inclement 

weather or emergencies will be sent out via the School Messenger System. Within min-
utes, School Messenger automatically sends a pre-recorded message to every recipient 
on a selected list. Parents will be asked to provide phone numbers and e-mail addresses 
(when available) to the school so that a selected calling list can be created. Emergency 
cancellations will be broadcast over TV stations KSFY, KDLT, and KELO as well as the 
District Facebook page and website, www.grotonarea.com.
Technology Upgrades/Improvements: The Groton Area School District has contin-

ued to invest in our technology infrastructure and systems for both faculty and students.
We’ve further expanded the number of Ipads available to our elementary classrooms 

and students as well as replaced the hard drives on our lab computers at the elementary 
making them quicker to boot and more user friendly. The Title I computers have also 
been replaced with brand-new all-in-one desktop computers.
As has become customary at Groton Area High School, all students in grades 10-12 will 

be issued a tablet PC. In addition, the 9th grade students will also be issued a tablet PC 
for use in their academic endeavors.



Capital Outlay Projects: Elementary: Several improvements have been made to 
the elementary school facility over the summer including the replacement of worn and 
broken bathroom partitions, the replacement of carpeting in several classrooms and hall-
ways, painting of the elementary gymnasium, installation of additional ceiling fans, and 
construction of a sound barrier in the elementary library. The expansion of our facility 
security system and access control remains an ongoing project nearing completion.
Middle School/High School: Major work to the facilities at the Middle/High School 

include the re-surfacing of the existing track, sealing and striping the new parking lot, re-
modeling the women’s restroom in the 2nd floor of the 1934 building, installation of LED 
light fixtures in the arena, installation of new stage lighting in the GHS Gymnasium, car-
pet replacement in several classrooms, installation of new sound system for the football 
field and track facility. The expansion of our facility security system and access control 
remains an ongoing project nearing completion.
Immunization Requirements (SDCL 13-28-7.1) State law requires that any pupil 

entering school or an early childhood program in the state shall, prior to admission, be 
required to present the appropriate school authorities certification from a licensed phy-
sician that the new child has received or is in the process of receiving adequate immu-
nization against poliomyelitis, diphtheria, pertussis, rubeola, rubella, mumps, tetanus, 
and varicella, according to recommendations provided by the Department of Health. The 
Department of Health may modify or delete any of the required immunizations. As an 
alternative to the requirement for a physician’s certification, the pupil may present:
1) Certificate from a licensed physician stating the physical condition of the child would 

be such that immunization would endanger the child’s life or health; or
2) A written statement signed by one parent or guardian that the child is adherent to a 

religious doctrine whose teachings are opposed to such immunization; or
3) A written statement signed by one parent or guardian requesting that the local health 

department give the immunization because the parents or guardians lack the means to 
pay for such immunization.
Harassment and Bullying Policies: The district has harassment & bullying poli-

cies in place in both buildings. Bullying among students can be defined as intentional, 
repeated hurtful acts, words or other behavior, such as name-calling, threatening and/
or shunning committed by one or more students against another. This definition also 
includes “cyber-bullying” which is the sending or posting of cruel or harmful texts or im-
ages using the Internet or other digital media such as cell phones, etc. For a complete 
copy of the district’s harassment or bullying policy, please contact the building principal.
Grievance Procedure: In an effort to maintain effective communications, if you have 

a particular concern about your child’s progress or about what is happening on the bus, 
at school, in a class or activity, first discuss it with the driver, teacher, or director of the 
activity. If your concern or grievance remains unresolved at that level, or if there is a 
need to share your concern, contact the principal in charge of the school in which your 
child attends. If the concern/grievance remains unresolved at that level, contact the su-
perintendent. If school policy is at issue or if the concern grievance remains unresolved, 
you may request that the superintendent include the subject on the school board meet-
ing agenda. To maintain confidentiality, student matters may be confined to an “execu-
tive session” with the Board and administration.



Complaint Policy for Federal Programs and Homelessness Policy: A parent, 
student, employee, or district stakeholder who has a complaint regarding the use of 
federal funds and is unable to solve the issue, may address the complaint in writing to 
the district’s superintendent. Disputes addressing the enrollment, transportation, and 
other barriers to the education of children and youth experiencing homelessness are also 
addressed under this procedure. For a copy of the complete policy, contact the school 
superintendent.
Child Find: Parents or guardians are to be informed that the Groton Area School Dis-

trict 06-6 continuously conducts a “Child Find” search to identify and evaluate District 
children ages 0-21, with special education needs. Persons who know of a child with 
un-served education needs may refer the child, by name, to the appropriate building 
principal. With the parent or guardian’s consent, an evaluation will be made. After the 
evaluation has been completed, a placement committee will meet with the parent or 
guardian to determine if special assistance is needed.
Title I: The federal government provides funding to states each year for Title I services. 

The goal of Title I is to provide extra help in math and reading for eligible students. Stu-
dents are selected for the program based on information provided by classroom teach-
ers, parents, and achievement test results. Title I services in our district are provided to 
students in grades K-5, with a strong emphasis on students in grades K-3.
Federal Compliance Notice: Students, their parents, and employees of the Groton 

Area School District #06-6 are hereby notified that this school district does not discrimi-
nate on the basis of gender, race, national origin, color, age, disability or religion in em-
ployment practices and educational activities. To ensure compliance with Section 427 of 
GEPA, effective steps shall be taken to remove potential barriers so as to ensure equity 
of access and participation in grant programs and to achieve high standards. Any person 
having inquiries concerning compliance or application of Title VI, Affirmative Action, Title 
IX, Section 504, and the Americans with Disabilities Act is directed to contact Federal 
Program compliance coordinator, Joe Schwan, Superintendent, Groton Area School Dis-
trict 06-6, Phone 397-2351 or, Department of Education, Civil Rights Office, 8930 Ward 
Parkway, Suite 2037, Kansas City, MO 64114; Phone: (816) 268-0550; TTD (800) 4370-
0833; FAX: (816) 823-1404; Web link: http://www.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/index.
html?src=mr
FERPA Notification of Rights: The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FER-

PA) affords parents and students who are 18 years of age or older (“eligible students”) 
certain rights with respect to the student’s education records. These rights are:
1. The right to inspect and review the student’s education records within 45 days after 

the day the Groton Area School District receives a request for access.
Parents or eligible students should submit to the school principal a written request that 

identifies the records they wish to inspect. The school official will make arrangements for 
access and notify the parent or eligible student of the time and place where the records 
may be inspected.
2. The right to request the amendment of the student’s education records that the par-

ent or eligible student believes are inaccurate, misleading, or otherwise in violation of 
the student’s privacy rights under FERPA.
Parents or eligible students who wish to ask the Groton Area School District to amend a 

record should write the school principal, clearly identify the part of the record they want 
changed, and specify why it should be changed. If the school decides not to amend the 
record as requested by the parent or eligible student, the school will notify the parent or 



eligible student of the decision and of their right to a hearing regarding the request for 
amendment. Additional information regarding the hearing procedures will be provided to 
the parent or eligible student when notified of the right to a hearing.
3. The right to provide written consent before the school discloses personally identifi-

able information (PII) from the student’s education records, except to the extent that 
FERPA authorizes disclosure without consent.
One exception, which permits disclosure without consent, is disclosure to school officials 

with legitimate educational interests. A school official is a person employed by the school 
as an administrator, supervisor, instructor, or support staff member (including health or 
medical staff and law enforcement unit personnel) or a person serving on the school 
board. A school official also may include a volunteer or contractor outside of the school 
who performs an institutional service of function for which the school would otherwise 
use its own employees and who is under the direct control of the school with respect to 
the use and maintenance of PII from education records, such as an attorney, auditor, 
medical consultant, or therapist; a parent or student volunteering to serve on an official 
committee, such as a disciplinary or grievance committee; or a parent, student, or other 
volunteer assisting another school official in performing his or her tasks. A school official 
has a legitimate educational interest if the official needs to review an education record 
in order to fulfill his or her professional responsibility.
Upon request, the school discloses education records without consent to officials of an-

other school district in which a student seeks or intends to enroll, or is already enrolled 
if the disclosure is for purposes of the student’s enrollment or transfer.
4. The right to file a complaint with the U.S. Department of Education concerning al-

leged failures by the Groton Area School District to comply with the requirements of 
FERPA. The name and address of the Office that administers FERPA are:
Family Policy Compliance Office U.S. Department of Education 400 Maryland Avenue, 

SW Washington, DC 20202
Notice of Nondiscrimination: Applicants for admission and employment, students, 

parents, employees, and all professional organizations holding negotiated agreements 
or professional agreements with the school district are hereby notified that this district 
does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, creed, religion, age, gender, disability, 
national origin, or ancestry in admission or access to, or treatment or employment in, its 
programs and activities.
Section 504: Section 504 is the part of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 that applies to 

persons with disabilities. Section 504 is a civil rights act that protects the civil and consti-
tutional rights of persons with disabilities. It states that no person with a disability can be 
excluded from or denied benefits of any program receiving federal financial assistance. 
Section 504 and special education are two separate services.
Notification of Asbestos in School Building(s): In compliance with the Asbestos-

Containing Materials in Schools Rule, the Groton Area School District had its school build-
ings inspected on 06/18/13 by an asbestos inspector, accredited by the state of South 
Dakota. During that inspection, areas of suspected asbestos (ACBM) were identified and 
inspected. The Groton Area School District has an Asbestos Management Plan which 
provides information on the periodic monitoring of the condition of asbestos (ACBM) re-
maining in the school buildings. Anyone that would like to see the Asbestos Management 
Plan can contact a building principal or superintendent.


