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Class of 2015 says Good-Bye to GHS

The GHS Band, under the direction of Reid Johnson, played the pre-commencement and 
recessional music.

Katie LaMee and Luke 
Smith led a student-led 
prayer at the beginning of 
the event.

Alec Voss had slight ward-
robe malfunction as he 
made some adjustments 
before speaking.

Alec Voss threw out boxes of 
goodies to the seniors. Pictured 
in the right photo are some of the 
seniors are enjoying the snack.

Dalchow resigns
Groton Area Elementary Principal Daniel Dalchow turned in his resignation. He has accepted the superinten-

dent position at Wyndmere Public School in North Dakota. Dalchow said it was an emotional day on Friday 
as he turned in his resignation. “The timing was right to move on,” he said. His son, Nick, will be graduating 
from Groton Area on Sunday. “I want to do as much as possible to help with the transition,” he said.
Wyndmere Public School started with 12 applicants for the superintendent position. According to the min-

utes of the Wyndmere Public School, the 12 candidates was reduced to four. One candidate backed out, 
leaving three. There were four groups interviewing each candidate. The minutes from the May 13 Wyndmere 
School Board special meeting stated, “All three candiates were strong.” The position was offered to Daniel 
Dalchow at that meeting on a unanimous vote. Dalchow begins his  new job July 1, 2015.
Dalchow has been elementary principal for six years.
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225 Brown County Hwy 19 South
Aberdeen: 605/725-4900

Kathleen Jo Groeblinghoff
with highest honor

National Honor Society, Princi-
pals 4-year Honor Roll 2015, SD 
Regents Scholar Diploma, Prin-
cipal’s Student Services Award 
2015, President’s Award in Edu-
cation 2015, Associated School 
Boards Governor’s Academic Ex-
cellence Recognition, Groton East-
ern Star, James Valley Bob Peter-
son Memorial Telecommunications 
Scholarship, Stratford Community 
Theatre Scholarship, SDSU Yellow 
and Blue Scholarship, Renee McK-
iver Memorial Scholarship, Groton 
Area Hopps Dow Scholarship, SD 
Opportunity Scholarship, Groton 
Lions Club Scholarship, SD Cre-
ativity Association and Watertown 
Optimists Club DI Scholarship, 
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Knights 
of Columbus Scholarship, Groton 
Lisa Sippel Memorial Scholarship, 
Groton Cortland and Lois Kue-
hnert Valedictorian Scholarship, 
Gwendolyn O’Connor Broman 
Memorial Scholarship.

Jacob A. Milbrandt
with hightest honor

Touchstone Energy Scholar of 
the Week, Hobey Baker Char-
acter Award, Principal’s 4-year 
Honor Roll 2015, SD Opportu-
nity Curriculum CTE Scholar, 
President’s Award in Education 
2015, Sam Tronnes Memo-
rial Scholarship, SDSM&T Tech 
Challenge Scholar, Dakota Corps 
Critical Need Scholarship, SD 
Opportunity Scholarship, Gro-
ton Cortland and Lois Kuehnert 
Salutatorian Scholarship.

Luke Brendan Smith
with highest honor

National Honor Society, Na-
tional Merit Scholarship Com-
petition Semifinalist and Finalist 
2015, Principal’s 4-year Honor 
Roll 2015, SD Regents Scholar 
Diploma, Principal’s Award in 
Education 2015, USD Mickelson 
Scholarship, USD National merit 
Scholarship, Avera St. Luke’s 
Auxiliary Scholarship, USD San-
ford School of Medicine Alumni 
Student Scholar with Medical 
School Acceptance, Orval and 
Bernice Smith Memorial Schol-
arship, Stratford Community 
Theatre Scholarship, Groton 
Area Hopps Dow Scholarship, 
Sioux Falls Area Community 
Foundation Joe Foss “An Ameri-
can Hero” Scholarship, Sioux 
Falls Area Community Foun-
dation Fred and Marie Chris-
topherson Scholarship, Beck 
Memorial Scholarship, SD Op-
portunity Scholarship, WEB Wa-
ter (Sieth, Westby, Zemlicka, 
Montgomery & Hohn) Scholar-
ship, St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 
Knights of Columbus Scholar-
ship, Groton Cortland and Lois 
Kuehnert Trade/Technical/Sci-
ence or Math Scholarship.

Gabriel Scott Dohman
with highest honor

National Honor Society, Young 
Leader’s Award Luncheon 2011, 
DAR Representative Groton 
Area High School 2014, Prin-
cipal’s 4-Year Honor Roll 2015, 
SD Regents Scholar Diploma, 
American Legion Citizenship 
Award 2015, Type 7 Air Froce 
ROTC College Scholarship, 
SDSU Jackrabbit Guarantee, SD 
Opportunity Scholarship.

Natalia Dohman
with highest honor

Principal’s 4-Year Honor Roll 
2015, SD Regents Scholar Diplo-
ma, Principal’s Student Service 
Award 2015, USD Coyote Com-
mitment, SD Opportunity Schol-
arship, Susan Deanne Weisman-
tel Memorial Scholarship, Groton 
Class of 1969 Scholarhsip.

Maryn Howard
with highest honor

Principal’s 4-Year Honor Roll 
2015, SD Opportunity Curricu-
lum CTE Scholar, President’s 
Award in Education 2015, SDSU 
Rod and Glenna Fouberg Jack-
rabbit Guarantee, Healthcare 
Plus Federal Credit Union Schol-
arship, Brenda Harms Memo-
rial Scholarship, Groton FFA 
Alumni Scholarship, Groton 
Simon Insurance and Auction 
Scholarship, SD Opportunity 
Scholarship, Groton Lions Club 
Scholarship, Brown County 4-H 
Leaders Associaton Scholarship, 
Lazy Farmers 4-H Club Schol-
arship, Groton Class of 1969 
Scholarship.

Taylor Ann Gustafson
with highest honor

National Honor Society, Hugh 
O’Brian Youth Leadership Semi-
nar 2013, Principal’s 4-Year Hon-
or Roll 2015, SD Regents Schol-
ar Diploma, Principal’s Student 
Service Award 2015, President’s 
Award in Education 2015, USD 
Coyote Commitment Scholar-
ship, Emmanuel Lutheran Faith 
Forever Scholarship, Sanford 
Heart of Tomorrow Scholarship, 
SD Opportunity Scholarship, 
Rob Luecke Memorial Scholar-
ship, Groton Sammuli-Rix Schol-
arship.

Lucas James Sternhagen
with highest honor

National Honor Society, Wend-
ys High School Heisman School 
Winner 2014, Principal’s 4-Year 
Honor Roll 2015, SD Opportuni-
ty Curriculum CTE Scholar, Presi-
dent’s Award in Education 2015, 
Northern Electric Cooperative 
Scholarship, James Valley Bob 
Peterson Memorial Telecom-
munications Scholarship, USD 
Presidental Alumni Scholarship, 
SD Society for Technology in 
Education Technology Scholar-
ship, Dakota Corps Scholarship 
Critical Need, Sioux Falls Area 
Community Foundation Cogley 
Buffington Scholarship, Groton 
FFA Alumni Scholarship, Groton 
Simon Insurance and Auction 
Scholarship, SD Opportunity 
Scholarship, WEB Water (Sieh, 
Westby, Zemlicka, Montgomery 
& Hohn) Scholarship, Groton Ir-
vin Fliehs Memorial Scholarship.

Stormy Bahr Tori Rayann
Benson-Bjerke

Ethan Philip Braun



Haley Ann Unzen
with highest honor

National Honor Society, Prin-
cipal’s 4-Year Honor Roll 2015, 
SD Regents Scholar Diploma, 
Principal’s Student Service 
Award 2015, President’s Award 
in Education 2015, USD Coyote 
Commitment Distinction Schol-
arship, Groton FCCLA Service 
Award, SD Opportunity Schol-
arship, Wilfred N. and Lucille A. 
Heinz Memorial Scholarship.

Kaitlin Dianne O’Neill
with highest honor

National Honor Society, Hugh 
O’Brian Youth Leadership Semi-
nar 2012, Principal’s 4-Year 
Honor Roll 2015, SD Regents 
Scholar Diploma, SD Girls State 
Representative 2014, Groton 
Sammuli-Rix Scholarship.

Kasey Rae Waage
with highest honor

National Honor Society, Princi-
pal’s 4-Year Honor Roll 2015, SD 
Regents Scholar Diploma, Prin-
cipal’s Student Service Award 
2015, American Legion Citizen-
ship Award 2015, Groton PEO 
Scholarship given in memory 
of Marvel Johnson, Emmanuel 
Lutheran Faith Forever Schol-
arship, HB Telco Federal Credit 
Union Scholarship, Groton Lo-
cal Firemen’s Scholarship, SDSU 
Jackrabbit Guarantee, SD Op-
portunity Scholarship, Dakotas 
Federal Credit Union Scholar-
ship, Groton Cortland and Lois 
Kuehnert Financial Need Schol-
arship.

Matthew M. Knecht
with honor

National Honor Society, Princi-
pal’s 4-Year Honor Roll 2015, SD 
Regents Scholar Diploma, Prin-
cipal’s Student Service Award 
2015, President’s Award in Ed-
ucation 2015, SDSU Jackrab-
bit Guarantee, SD Opportunity 
Scholarship, Groton Phyllis J. 
Jark Memorial Education Major 
Scholarship.

Sydney Ann Thorson
with honor

Principal’s 4-Year Honor Roll 
2015, SD Regents Scholar Di-
ploma, Shawn Weismantel 
Kramer Memorial Scholarship, 
Groton Darlene Raap Memorial 
Scholarship.

Maddison J. Colestock
with honor

Principal’s 4-Year Honor Roll 
2015, Groton Kiwanis Com-
munity Service Scholarship, SD 
Regents Scholar Diploma, Prin-
cipal’s Student Service Award 
2015, President’s Award in 
Education 2015, USD Coyote 
Commitment, SD Opportunity 
Scholarship, Groton Lions Club 
Scholarship, Groton Don Bartz 
Scholarship.

Rachel M. Blackmun
with honor

Principal’s 4-Year Honor Roll 
2015, SD Regents Scholar Diplo-
ma, Principal’s Student Service 
Award 2015, USD Coyote Com-
mitment, St. Elizabeth Ann Se-
ton Knights of Columbus Schol-
arship, Groton Darlene Raap 
Memorial Scholarship.

Courtney Kurtz
with honor

Wendys High School Heisman 
School Winner 2014, Wendys 
High School Heisman State Fi-
nalist 2014, Principal’s 4-Year 
Honor Roll 2015, Principal’s Stu-
dent Service Award 2015, Gro-
ton Alumni Scholarship.

Kyler Ell
with honor

Principal’s 4-Year Honor Roll 
2015, SD Opportunity Curricul-
umn CTE Scholar, Groton Edna 
Bugner Memorial Scholarship.

Kennedy Clark
with honor

Principal’s 4-Year Honor Roll 
2015, Principal’s Student Service 
Award 2015, Groton FCCLA Ser-
vice Award, University of Sioux 
Falls Achievement Scholarship, 
Tom and Cindy Lillibridge Entre-
preneurial Scholarship, Brown 
County 4-H Leaders Associa-
tion Scholarship, Groton Alumni 
Scholarship.

Nicole Grand Lewandowski
with honor

SD Opportunity Curriculum 
CTE Scholar, Vicki Strom Memo-
rial Scholarship, St. Elizabeth 
Ann Seton Knights of Columbus 
Scholarship, Groton Don Bartz 
Scholarship.

Jackson Doeden
with honor

Principal’s 4-Year Honor Roll 
2015, SD opportunity Curriculum 
CTE Scholar, President’s Award 
in Education 2015, Emmanuel 
Lutheran Faith Forever Scholar-
hsip, Valley City State University 
Football Alumni Scholarship, Val-
ley City Charlotte Van Houten 
Academic Scholarship, Groton 
Cortland and Lois Kuehnert Ath-
letic Scholarship.

Kristi Peterson Bookkeeping
Simple Solutions for YOU

605/216-4474 ~ peterson4@nvc.net

Midwest Masonry & Concrete Pumping
Greg Heilman, owner

405 E 1st Ave., Groton 
Greg: 253/929-9137
Mike: 605/492-7041

midwestmasonry1@yahoo.com

Karla Jimenez
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Harry Implement
“Family Owned & Operated Since 1935!”

(605) 395-6421
Ferney

Put our
experienced 
team to work 

for you!

Alyssa M. Sippel
with honor

Principal’s 4-Year Honor Roll 
2015, SD Regents Scholar Di-
ploma, USD Coyote Commit-
ment Achievement Scholarship, 
Groton FCCLA Service Award, 
SD Opportunity Scholarship, 
Emmanuel Lutheran Faith For-
ever Scholarship, Groton Edna 
Bugner Memorial Scholarship.

Breanna S. Marzahn
with honor

National Honor Society, Groton 
Eastern Star, Principal’s Student 
Service Award 2015, Catholic 
United Financial Scholarship, St. 
Elizabeth Ann Seton Knights of 
Columbus Scholarship, Brown 
County 4-H Leaders Association 
Scholarhsip, Groton Area School 
Employee Teaching Scholarship.

Zachary Steele Crosby

Michaela Marae Cutler

Nicholas J. Dalchow
Danielle Nicole Dobbins

Ashley Elizabeth Gibbs
Principal’s Student Service 

Award 2015, Emmanuel Lu-
theran Faith Forever Scholar-
ship, SD Community and Family 
Extension Leader’s Scholarship, 
Brown County 4-H Leaders As-
sociation Scholarship, Groton 
Area School Employee Treach-
ing Scholarhsip.

Will T. Hanson

Rayce W. Harder

Christine Elizabeth Herr
SD Regents Scholar Diploma, 

St. Cloud State University Presi-
dental Scholarship, St. Cloud 
State Univeristy Residence Hall 
Scholarship. Sheldon Herr

Jerald W. Peterson Memorial 
Scholarship, Day County Con-
servation Scholarship, Brenda 
Harms Memorial Scholarship, 
Groton FFA Alumni Scholarship, 
Groton Simon Insurance and 
Auction Scholarship.

Shannon Elizabeth
Hjermstad

Brittany Jeanne Kjelden

Amanda J. Koens

Kiana Marie Kokales
SD Regents Scholar Diplo-

ma, Principal’s Student Service 
Award 2015, Emmanuel Lu-
theran Faith Forever Scholar-
ship, SDSU Music Scholarship, 
Groton Area School Employee 
Teaching Scholarship.

Spencer Knecht
Groton Chamber of Com-

merce Scholarship, Full Circle 
Ag Scholarship.

Katherine Ann LaMee
SD Girls State Representative 

2014, Principal’s Student Ser-
vice Award 2015, Groton PAC 
Community Service Scholarship, 
FCCLA Service Award, Andover 
Waldorf Scholarship.

Logan Isaiah Lane
SDSU Al and Veronica Fergen 

Scholarship, SDSU Jim and Mil-
dred Larson Scholarship, SDSU 
Jackrabbit Guarantee.

Landon James Larson
Full Circle Ag Scholarship, Bar-

ry Schuring Memorial Scholar-
ship.
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605-380-1717
www.shawnschultzconstruction.com

Check out our portfoilo 
on Facebook at 

Schultz-Construction-LLC
~ New Construction and Remodeling- 
renovations, additions, and carpentry 
work
~ Concrete- foundations, flatwork, 
decorative concrete surfaces.

Groton Chiropractic 
Clinic

Carol McFarland-Kutter, D.C.
1205 N 1st St., Groton 397-8204

Wyatt L. Larson
Groton Chamber of Commerce 

Scholarship, Groton FFA Alumni 
Scholarship, Groton Simon In-
surance and Auction Scholar-
ship, Ruden Family Ag Scholar-
ship.

Austin J. Merkel

Jocelyn Taylor Peterson
SD Girls State Representative 

2014, Northern State University 
Wolf PACT.

Devon J. Poppen

Paige Cheri Pray

Danielle R. Schinkel
Groton FCCLA Service Award, 

Mitchell Technical Staff Schol-
arship, Groton Masonic Lodge 
Scholarship, Kay and David 
Donovan Memorial Scholarship.

Tyler Scott

Chance Wyatt Strom
Groton FFA Alumni Scholar-

ship, Groton Simon Insurance 
and Auction Scholarship.

Dylan J. Vogel
Southwest Minnesota State 

University Achievement Schol-
arship, Full Circle Ag Scholar-
ship.

Alec John Voss
Jerlad W. Peterson Memorial 

Scholarship, Groton FFA Alumni 
Scholarship, Groton Simon In-
surance and Auction Scholar-
ship, Anthony O’Brokaw Memo-
rial Scholarship, Ruden Family 
Ag Scholarship.

The hats went flying at the end.

The senior vocalist sang, “Dream Big,” under the direction 
of Cody Swanson.

Superintendent Joseph 
Schwan gave the welcome.
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JOHNSON AGENCY
Real Estate & Insurance
Jay Johnson, Broker

 www.johnsonagencygroton.com
102 N Main St.
Groton, SD 57445

Office: 605/397-2424
Home: 605/397-8565

Dakota Brush
Brooms, Brushes, Mops, Can Liners, Paper Products.

Brushes & Squeegees
and Snow Shovels

397-9337
104 N. Main, Groton

www.harrmotors.com 
605-225-3078 ~ 1-800-658-3463

Alec Voss and Gabe Dohman were the senior speakers. They both did an impressive job.

Steve Smith, president of the Groton Area Board of Educa-
tion, thanked the senior class for their donation, which was 
presented by Kasey Waage. The funds are earmarked for 
the restoration of the school bell and for landscaping at the 
front of the school.

Middle/High School Prin-
cipal Anna Schwan read the 
special senior awards.

Steve Smith said, “Doug Bahr has been a member of our 
custodial staff for 11 years, bringing with him his valuable 
skill as a plumber. Doug appreciates the opportunity he had 
to work for the school and the many friendships developed 
throughout the years. For those of you who benefit from 
his huge tomato and pumpkin crops, don’t worry. He plans 
to continue with these gardening projects during his retire-
ment, too.”

Steve Smith said, “I’d like to thank Deb Jensen who has 
taught here for 37 years, starting the elementary students 
in beginner band, encouraging and instructing them as they 
proceeded through the middle school years. She was also 
instrumental in the formation of the current show choir. 
During her tenure here, she has had many students qualify 
for Middle School All State Band, something that requires 
hard work and long hours, both on her part and that of her 
students.”

Steve Smith said, “I’d like to recognize Connie Stauch for 
29 years of dedication and hard work as the business office 
assistant. Mrs. Stauch has capably handled her official du-
ties in the office, but her favorite part of the job was being 
able to interact with the students every day. She will miss 
this the most, but can now begin to work on the long list of 
projects she has planned for retirement.”6 ◊ 397news.com ◊ Tues., May 19, 2015



Steve Smith said, “Now I’m going to deviate from your 
program just a bit to recognize one more person here to-
day and that person is our former school board president, 
Dorene Nelson. Dorene stepped down as president this 
past year but continues to be an active board member and 
thankfully, my mentor. I believe you would be hard pressed 
to find another person who is as strongly committed to the 
success of our students, our staff and our school district as 
Dorene is. She is such a positive person and it is a pleasure 
to work alongside her.”

Doug Bahr, Deb Jensen and Connie Stauch
with their plaques.

Michael J. Weber presented the Class 
of 2015.

Over 30 Years 

of Combined 

Experience!

TreeLine Tree Service

Sperry Stump Removal

TJ:
605/380-7915

Tyler: 
605/216-8431

Hours at Ellendale, N.D. are:
Monday 9 - 12 & 1 - 5 Thursday 1:00 - 4:00

Dr. Geoffrey Rath - Optometrist
Eye Exams Glaucoma Tests Rx’s Filled

- All Types Contact Lenses -
Doctor here Mondays Only - Office open Thursdays.
701-349-3223 to make appointments & adjustments

13556 400th Ave., Groton SD 57445
Allen McKiver, Owner ~ 605/397-4404

13556 400th Ave., Groton SD 57445
Allen McKiver, Owner ~ 605/397-4404

Join us for B4 Baby 

Before you head down the road to parenthood, let Sanford Women’s 
help you prepare with B4 Baby. You’ll meet our team of experts – from 
doctors and nurses to dieticians and financial assistants – all ready 
to help you prepare for pregnancy with practical advice in a fun and 
relaxing environment. 

You’ll also have the opportunity to:
  • Speak to a pharmacist
  • Learn about nutrition and fitness during pregnancy
  • Tour The Women’s Center 

Monday, June 15 • 6:30 p.m. 

Visit sanfordaberdeen.org  
or call (605) 626-4550 to register.

018002-00380 4/15
BR1-SD-66200-WATE0-ABER0-MOBR0-NONE.pdf, BR1, Leave behind..., SD, 6.6200 x 4.5, PDF, 
N8VHMCMSSC, D

In the life of every farm and ranch, there’s 
a time when a plan changes from building 
a future to leaving a legacy. We understand
that plan – we know what you’re working for 
today and we’ll be there for the generations
to come. When you’re in agriculture for keeps,
your lender should be, too.

WATERTOWN OFFICE: 605-882-4030
ABERDEEN OFFICE: 605-225-1030
MOBRIDGE OFFICE: 605-845-7224

AGRICULTURE ISN’T JUST 
ABOUT WHAT YOU BUILD, 
BUT WHAT YOU LEAVE BEHIND.
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Wednesday, May 20
Senior Menu: Baked chicken, rice pilaf, 

Caulifower/pea salad, pudding, whole wheat 
bread.
DI Global finals at Knoxville, Tenn.
Birthdays: Janice Fliehs • Alvina Hiepler • 

Charles Meister • Michelle Pullan

Thursday, May 21
Senior Menu: Hot roast beef combina-

tion, carrots, mandarin oranges, peanut but-
ter cookie.
Birthdays: Alex Brandt • Cody Hanson • 

Joey Harry • Alex Bretsch • Matthew Rich-
ards

Friday, May 22
Senior Menu: Swiss steak with mushroom 

gravy, mashed potatoes, mixed vegetables, 
fruit, whole wheat bread.
Birthdays: Logan Larsen • Jamie Osborne 

• Gavin Krueger • Duane Kavanaugh • Chris-
topher Scott Larsen

Saturday, May 23
Birthdays: Evan Sperry • Jessica Claussen 

• Robert Gibbs

Sunday, May 24
Birthdays: Noah Tullis • Blake Merkel • 

Katie Anderson
9:00 a.m.: St. John’s Lutheran worship
10:00 a.m.: Heaven Bound Ministries wor-

ship in Pierpont
10:15 a.m.: Emmanuel Lutheran worship.
3:00 p.m.: Heaven Bound Ministries wor-

ship at Golden Living Center

Monday, May 25
Memorial Day
Anniversary: Troy and Rhonda Carda
Birthdays: Jon Voss • JR Johnson • Kayla 

Fordham • Joni Groeblinghoff • Peggy De-
Hoet • Chris Kassube, Jaela Fliehs • Sandy 
Knudson

Tuesday, May 26
Birthdays: Heather McDonald • Stephanie 

Vedvei • Beth Gustafson • Drake Peterson
Senior Menu: Chicken fried steak, mashed 

potatoes and gravy, coleslaw, frosted brown-
ie, whole wheat bread.
9:00 a.m. to 2 p.m.: St. John’s Lutheran 

Vacation Bible School

Wednesday, May 27
Birthdays: Dean Kramer • Susan Knudsen 

• Shirley Meister
Senior Menu: Tater tot hot dish, green 

beans, grape juice, sour cream apple pie 
square, whole wheat bread.
9:00 a.m. to 2 p.m.: St. John’s Lutheran 

Vacation Bible School

Thursday, May 28
Birthdays: Kim Zerr • Darliss Larson • 

Lora McMahon • Marty Sippel • Jim Stearns • 

Cutler Family Hair Care
603 N 2nd St, Groton

605/397-2629

Basin Electric owns and operates the Groton Generation Station that is part of a power supply network for 135 member 
electric cooperatives in nine states. One of these member systems is Northern Electric. 

Member FDIC

1503 N Broadway, Groton, 605/397-8145

Groton 
397-2726 

101 S 1st Ave., Ferney

Farmers Union 
CO-OP 395-6461

Redfield
1-800-247-4650

Aberdeen
225-6772

1-800-843-1865
Webster

1-800-658-2252

Community
Calendar
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TRACTOR SALVAGE
ABERDEEN, SD

1000+ Salvaged Tractors &
Combines
400+ Reground Crankshafts
500+ Tractor Tires
300+ Rebuilt Radiators

Phone (605) 225-0185
5 Miles North & 1 Mile West of CASE-IH

GREAT BUYS
& SERVICE!

WANT TO BUY
TRACTORS,
COMBINES
& SWATHERS
FOR SALVAGE

Large Line of Swather,
Baler & Cutter Parts.

MEYERS

SD-1622105D

Jennifer Sietsema from 
NECOG talks about the 
flood map at the city 
council meeting.

Joyce Grenz • Steven Jones • Braeden Fliehs
Senior Menu: Oven fried chicken, mashed 

potatoes, winter mix vegetables, buttermilk 
biscuits, banana pudding with bananas.
9:00 a.m. to 2 p.m.: St. John’s Lutheran 

Vacation Bible School
11:30 a.m.: James Valley Telecommunica-

tions Annual Meeting lunch and registration 
with meeting at 12:30 p.m. at GHS Gym/
Arena.

Friday, May 29
Birthdays: Clare Brotherton • DeLoris 

Knoll • Howard Gengerke • Jerry Ray John-
son • Jeff Ringgenberg • Michelle Osterman
Senior Menu: Lemon baked fish, rice pi-

laf, California blend vegetables, peach crisp, 
whole wheat bread.
State Track Meet at Spearfish

Armed Forces Day
Brian Gravatt put up the flags on Groton’s 

Main Street Saturday morning for Armed 
Forces Day. President Harry S. Truman led 
the effort to establish a single holiday for 
citizens to come together and thank our mil-
itary members for their patriotic service in 
support of our country.
On August 31, 1949, Secretary of Defense 

Louis Johnson announced the creation of an 
Armed Forces Day to replace separate Army, 
Navy, Marine Corps and Air Force Days.
The single day celebration stemmed from 

the unification of the Armed Forces under 
the Department of Defense.

S & S Lumber
North Groton

Get your supplies 
and tools at
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City crew to work on baseball lights
There is $3,000 budgeted for repair of the baseball lights. The 

council decided to try and repair as many lights as possible with city 
equipment and staff. There are 11 bulbs not working. The council 
will consider bringing in Musco next year to replace all of the bulbs. 
The quote from Musco was $7,100 to relamp all of the fixtures and 
$3,375 to repair the 11 bulbs. Their cost did not include ballasts, 
capacitors, fuses and additional lamps. If necessary, the city will try 
and get the East River boom truck in to reach the top of the light 
towers to do further repairs.
The Safe Route to School sidewalk is planned for the north side 

of Fifth Avenue will run from First Street west to Lincoln Street. 
The project will become part of the 2016 SD37 project. Clark Engi-
neering had extra engineering fees associated with the project and 
requested an increase for $592.80. The council had to agree to it 
so that they get paid from the Department of Transportation grant. 
Since there will be a new street on Fifth Avenue West, Councilman 
Burt Glover asked if the contractor will take responsibility if they do 
any damage to the new road. City Finance Officer Anita Lowary said 
that Clark Engineering saved the city a lot of money by not having 
to moving a bunch of infrastructure with the project.
Jennifer Sietsema from the Northeast Council of Government came 

before the council to talk about the Hazard Mitigation Survey. Grant 
funding is available and the city has to adopt the Brown County 
plan. Mitigation is any action that will prevent damage in the future. 
She said that the city needs to come up with projects and prioritize 
the projects. A couple of projects presented is a generator for the 
storm shelter at the school, burying the power lines and replace-
ment of the water tower. It was also mentioned that the city needs 
a new steamer to open up storm sewer vents that are frozen up. 

Sietsema said it could be a possibility and will ask the state if that 
would be an option.
Kami Lipp, Brenda Madsen and Karla Pasteur were present to talk 

about the pool regulations in regards to the new slide. Some of the 
rules are:
Must be 48 inches tall and pass the swim test.
Only approved swim suits allowed
One rider on the slide at a time
One person on each landing at a time
Slide feet first, on your back or in sitting position.
The pool side refinishing project amounted to about $8,000 for 

sandblasting and powder coating. The 110’ slide has been installed 
at the Groton Swimming Pool. The pool is scheduled to open June 1.
A request to close the alley between Main Street and Third Street 

between Third Avenue and Fourth Avenue June 13 from 8 a.m. to 5 
p.m. for an auction was granted.
A plat for Hanlon west of the rubble site road, south of Railroad 

Avenue (the old gas station property) was approved. 
One person had requested a refund of a partial rubble site permit. 

They had unexpected surgery and will not be using it for the rest of 
the year. They would be willing to pay for the $10 one time fee. The 
council ruled that permits are not refundable.
Jay Peterson stopped at city hall at Ipswich about the flashing 

radar units installed in Ipswich. “You can get a lot of data out of 
them,” he said. “With the data, you can figure out when to patrol 
and when not to patrol. That flashing light really gets your atten-
tion.” Their cost was $6,000 for two units.
Shawn Lambertz was hired as electric superintendent at a rate of 

$35 an hour.
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Local Classified and 
Card of Thanks Rates
The following rates are for Classifieds pub-

lished in both the Groton Daily Independent 
and the Groton Independent, and posted on-
line at www.grotonsd.net. Cut rate in half if 
you just want it in the GDI or just the weekly.

1 Week: $9 for first 30 words, 20¢/word thereafter
2 Wks: $17 for first 30 words, 38¢/word thereafter
3 Wks: $24 for first 30 words, 54¢/word thereafter
4th consecutive week is free
605/397-NEWS (6397)
110 N Washington St., Groton SD 57445

CARD OF THANKS
We would like to thank everyone for 

thinking of us during this special time 
in starting our new life together. Thank 
you to everyone who contributed to the 
gifts from Lori’s Pharmacy for the bridal 
shower. We got some very useful and 
beautiful things. We are looking forward 
to our wedding day on May 30th.

Zach Harry and Jessica Hoscheid 

EMPLOYMENT
The Groton Area School District is 

seeking applicants for a full-time cus-
todian.  Daytime shift during summer 
months, afternoon/evening shift dur-
ing school year.  Starting wage $11.00/
hour.  Benefits include paid sick leave, 
vacation, holidays, health insurance, 

Sanford Heart Care in Aberdeen
When it comes to your heart care, Sanford Aberdeen 
understands you shouldn’t have to decide between comfort 
and quality. And with one of the region’s leading experts 
in heart care close to your home, the decision is simple.

Puneet Sharma, MD, is an experienced interventional 
cardiologist and offers radial artery catheterization, 
a more comfortable way to diagnose and treat heart 
conditions. You also have access to our extensive 
network of expert cardiologists, ensuring you receive 
the best cardiac care each and every time.  

Cardiology services include:
•	Adult heart screens
•	 In-clinic care
•	Cardiac catheter procedures – through groin or wrist
•	Cardiac rehabilitation
•	Chest pain network
•	Nuclear medicine services

Call (605) 725-1700 to schedule an appointment.

sanfordaberdeen.org

Puneet Sharma, MD

018002-00412 5/14

EXPERT HEART  
CARE WITHOUT  
COMPROMISE

matching retirement.  Interested par-
ties should contact Joe Schwan at 605-
397-2351.  More information available at 
www.grotonarea.com._________________________________

COLES PETROLEUM IN MADISON is hiring a 
fuel transport driver.  Excellent pay, vacation, 
retirement plan, insurance allowance, perfor-
mance bonus.  Call 605-256-3082 for details._________________________________

GREAT PAYING JOBS! Statewide construction 
jobs, $15.00 - $22.00 hourly + benefits. Sum-
mer or permanent. No experience necessary, 
great career opportunities. Apply Online www.
sdwork.org.
_________________________________

NON-PROFIT CONSULTANT/ENTERPRISE 
FACILITATOR. Assist with business develop-
ment in Turner County, McCook County and 
Menno SD area. Check out www.sefp.com for 
more information. Open until filled.
_________________________________

NORTHWEST AREA SCHOOLS is in need 
of high school level instructors for Computer 
Aided Drafting/Manufacturing, and Hospitality 
& Tourism/Culinary Arts I. Competitive wage, 
benefits and car provided. Open until filled. 
Contact Quinn Lenk, 605-466-2206 or Quinn.
Lenk@k12.sd.us.
_________________________________

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY: Seeking 
school psychologist or intern in northeastern 
South Dakota for 2015-2016 year. Open until 
filled. For more info visit www.northeastcoop.
org or call (605)783-3607.

lem, SD is seeking an Elementary Teacher for 
a First and Second Grade  Combined Class-
room. To apply, send cover letter, transcripts, 
references, and resume: Linda Merkwan, St. 
Mary’s Catholic School, PO Box 40, Salem, SD 
57058. Or email application: linda.merkwan@
k12.sd.us. Call 605-425-2607 with questions. 
Open until filled.
_________________________________

LAKE PRESTON SCHOOL DISTRICT, 1/2 –
Time Art Teacher, with or without coaching, 
opened 5-12-15, closes when filled, Contact: 
Tim Casper, Supt, Lake Preston School Dis-
trict, 300 1st St. NE. tim.casper@k12.sd.us, 
605-847-4455.
_________________________________

MS LANGUAGE ARTS TEACHER, signing bo-
nus.  Send cover letter, resume, certification 
and other credentials to Mrs. Tammy Meyer, 
Principal, Sisseton School District 54-2, 516th 
8th Ave West, Sisseton, SD  57262 or Tammy.
Meyer@k12.sd.us. Position opened until filled. 
EOE.
_________________________________

GREAT PAYING JOBS! Statewide construction 
jobs, $15.00 - $22.00 hourly + benefits. Sum-
mer or permanent. No experience necessary, 
great career opportunities. Apply Online www.
sdwork.org.
_________________________________

RAILROAD VEGETATION CONTROL: Full-
time traveling opportunity, 60-80 hours/week, 
$11-$15/hour, meal allowance, paid lodging & 
benefit package. RAW, Inc. in Cooperstown, 
ND – 888.700.0292 | www.rawapplicators.com 
| info@rawapplicators.com
_________________________________

NTA LTD. IN HURON, SD is hiring company 
drivers & owner operators, refrigerated trans-
portation. • OTR Reefer experience • Late 
model conventionals • Class A CDL required • 
Great benefits & pay • Must have good MVR 
& work history. Call Cindy at 1-800-843-9933 
• 8am-5pm • Mon-Fri.
_________________________________

WANT A CAREER operating heavy equip-
ment? Bulldozers, backhoes, excavators. 
Hands-on training! Certifications offered. Na-
tional average 18-22hr. Lifetime job placement. 
VA benefits eligible! 1-866-362-6497.
_________________________________

TRUCK DRIVERS WANTED Class A or B CDL: 
Myrl and Roy’s Paving seeking experienced 
drivers to haul asphalt/aggregate materials. 
Apply at 1300 N. Bahnson Ave., or at www.
myrlandroyspaving.com. EOE.
_________________________________

GREAT PAYING JOBS! Statewide construction 
jobs, $15.00 - $22.00 hourly + benefits. Sum-
mer or permanent. No experience necessary, 
great career opportunities. Apply Online www.
sdwork.org.

FOR RENT
ONE AND TWO bedroom apartment for 

rent. HDS subsidized. Rent includes utili-
ties and heat. No smoking. Pets okay. 
Contact Darlene Daly at 605/380-0571 
or Arlys Kluess at 605-216-8399.

MISCELLANEOUS
CEMETARY RESTORATION WORK. Straight-

en monuments, replace foundations, tree 
trimming, tree removal. Specializing in cem-
etery work. Insured. Contact Dan at Dakota 
Memorials & Cemetery Services. Great prices 
on new monuments. Large selection available. 
605-692-2445.
_________________________________

DIRECTV Starting at $19.99/mo. FREE Instal-
lation. FREE 3 months of HBO SHOWTIME 
CINEMAX starz. FREE HD/DVR Upgrade! 2015 
NFL Sunday Ticket Included (Select Packages) 
New Customers Only. CALL 1-800-424-9140.
_________________________________

DISH NETWORK – Get more for less! Starting 
$19.99/month (for 12 months.)  Plus bundle & 
save (Fast Internet for $15 more/month.) CALL 
Now 1-800-809-8647.
_________________________________

MEET SINGLES RIGHT NOW!  No paid opera-
tors, just real people like you.  Browse greet-
ings, exchanges messages and connect live.  
Try it free.  Call now: 1-800-958-7963.

_______________
HS PHYSICAL SCI-

ENCE, Social Science, 
English and Math In-
structors w/wo coach-
ing, signing bonus.  
Send cover letter, 
resume, certification 
and other credentials 
to Mr. Jim Frederick, 
Sisseton School Dis-
trict 54-2, 516 8th Ave 
West, Sisseton, SD  
57262 or Jim.Freder-
ick@k12.sd.us.  Posi-
tions open until filled. 
EOE.
_______________

HEAD FOOTBALL, 
TRACK, VOLLEYBALL 
and assistant coach-
ing positions available.  
Send cover letter, re-
sume, certif ication 
and other credentials 
to Mr. Jim Frederick, 
Sisseton School Dis-
trict 54-2, 516 8th Ave 
West, Sisseton, SD  
57262 or Jim.Freder-
ick@k12.sd.us. Posi-
tions open until filled. 
EOE.
_______________

SPED INSTRUCTOR 
K-5, signing bonus.  
Send cover letter, 
resume, certification 
and other credentials 
to Dr Michelle Gres-
eth, Sisseton School 
District 54-2, 516 8th 
Ave West, Sisseton, 
SD 57262.  Position 
open until filled. EOE.
_______________

SPED INSTRUCTOR 
6-12, signing bonus.  
Send cover letter, 
resume, certification 
and other credentials 
to Dr Michelle Gres-
eth, Sisseton School 
District 54-2, 516 8th 
Ave West, Sisseton, 
SD 57262. Position 
open until filled. EOE._______________

TEACHING POSI-
TION - St. Mary’s 
Catholic School, Sa-
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Olde
Bank
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101 N. Main St., Groton ~ 397-8650 
www.oldebankfloral.com

Fresh 
flowers, 

silks, 
home 
decor & so much 

more

DARE Essay Winners
Groton Area held its DARE graduation Friday at the GHS Gym. Three students from each 

class were chosen as Essay Winners from the DARE Program. Pictured from left to right, 
Officer Justin Cleveland and his three winners, Rease Jandel, third place; Kansas Kroll, 
second place; and Kennedy Anderson, first place. Then the winners from Chief Stacey 
Mayou’s side were Stella Meier, first place; Jace Craig, second place; and Julianna Kosel, 
third place. (Photo by Paul Kosel)

A good sized crowd was on hand for the fifth grade DARE graduation held Friday.

Police Chief Stacy Mayou 
gave the welcome at the 
DARE graduation held Fri-
day. Mayou and Officer 
Justin Cleveland are the 
instructors for the course, 
offered by the Groton Po-
lice Department. 

Chris White, deputy 
states attorney, was the 
guest speaker at the 
DARE graduation. He 
talked about the rule of 
five when thinking of tak-
ing drugs. How will it af-
fect your life five minutes 
from now, five hours from 
now, five days from now, 
five months from now and 
five years from now.One section of the fifth grade class graduating from the DARE program. In back, left to 

right, are Preston Lendry, Evin Nehls, Trey Johnson, Pierce Kettering, Jace Kroll, Brooklyn 
Imrie and Kansas Kroll; in the middle row, left to right, are Officer Justin Cleveland, Colton 
Minnick, Christina Zoellner, Torrence Wiseman, Sarah Jacobs, River Pardick, Alex Dutchuk 
and teacher Shelby Hendrickson; in front, left to right, are San Min, Kennedy Anderson, 
Rease Jandel, Cassaundra Schultz, Macine McGannon, Emilie Thurston, Landon Kokales, 
Jayden Frohling and Josh Long; not pictured is Tatum Wright.

Here is the other fifth grade section. In back, left to right, are Travis Townsen, Jordan 
Bjerke, Lane Krueger, Jackson Cogley, Seth Johnson, Jace Craig, Ani Davidson and Trista 
Keith; in the middle row, left to right, are teacher Janel Lone, Maddie Bjerke, Julianna Ko-
sel, Heath Long, Kody Lehr and Ryder Daly; in front, left to right, are Madeline Fliehs, Me-
gan Fliehs, Trinity Smith, Hannah Gustafson, Allyssa Locke, Stella Johnson and Chief Stacy 
Mayou; not pictured are Jackson Becker, Kaden Kurtz and Hunter Youngblood.

Harry,
Hoscheid
engaged

Zachary Harry and Jessica 
Hoscheid, both originally of 
Groton, are engaged and 
planning a May 30th wed-
ding at St. Elizabeth Ann 
Setan Catholic Church, Gro-
ton. Parents of the groom-
to-be are Mike and Janene 
Harry of Groton. Parents 
of the bride-to-be are Pete 
and Janet Hoscheid of Gro-
ton. The couple resides in 
Aberdeen where Zach is 
employed at Insurance Plus 
and Jessica is employed at 
Great Western Bank.



MAY 12, 2015 – GENERAL 
MEETING

Meeting called to order by 
Chairman Sutton at 8:45 A.M. 
in the Commissioner’s Cham-
bers, Courthouse Annex, Brown 
County, SD.  Present were Com-
missioners Kippley, Fischbach 
and Fjeldheim.  Commissioner 
Hansen was absent.  Commis-
sioner Fjeldheim led the Pledge 
of Allegiance.   

MINUTES: Moved by Fjeld-
heim, seconded by Fischbach to 
approve the Joint City/County 
Meeting Minutes of May 4, 2015; 
and the General Meeting Minutes 
of May 5, 2015, with the fol-
lowing correction: strike “due 
to input from area residents” in 
regard to Building Permit Fee 
Variance Request.  All members 
present voting aye.  Motion 
carried.

CLAIMS: Moved by Kippley, 
seconded by Fjeldheim to ap-
prove the following claims:

Profess ional  Fees:  Av-
era Queen of Peace Health 
$174.50; Balcon Enterprises 
$4,177.50; Carlsen Funeral 
Home $1,000.00; Clark Engi-
neering $32,670.26; Denise 
Cody $30.00; Harmelink, Fox & 
Ravsborg Law $135.00; La Croix 
Law Office $211.50; Lucy Lewno 
$189.00; Midwest Cyber Solution 
$1,750.00; Michael Roemmich 
$300.00; Kristi Spitzer $710.00; 
Spot Freight $1,585.00; Jodi 
Sudweeks $40.80; Karen Swan-
da $30.00; Yankton County 

Brown
County
May 5

Meeting
Minutes

Sheriff Office $25.00
Publishing: Aberdeen Ameri-

can News $4,405.44; Aber-
deen Area Chamber of Com-
merce $40.00; Hub City Ra-
dio $1,050.00; SD Magazine 
$295.00; TDS Media Direct 
$405.00

Rentals: Aberdeen Hous-
ing Authority $330.00; Danne 
$225.00; Wolfsong Apartments 
$310.00; Zumbaum Property 
$310.00 

Repairs & Maintenance: C & L 
Plumbing and Heating $148.12; 
Diesel Machinery $797.99; Hov-
en Auto Repair $49.25; J & S 
Backhoe Service $3,000.00; 
Lawson Products $31.64; Nel-
son Sales and Service $6.00; 
OBD $171.02; Sander’s Sew-n-
Vac $298.49; Schwan Welding 
$6,287.58; Sheehan Mack Sales 
$386.59; Walth Safety Service 
$5,084.60; Woodman Refigera-
tion $700.56 

Supplies : Praxair Distribu-
tion $80.81; A-1 Locksmithing 
$43.00;  Aberdeen Auto Center 
$14.04; Aberdeen Fire and Res-
cue $1,570.00; Amerpride Ser-
vices $173.62; Brick’s TV and Ap-
pliance $141.22; Cartney Bearing 
$498.06; Cash-Wa Distributing 
$4,616.21; Dakota Electronics 
$3,671.65; Dakota Fluid Power 
$322.81; Dakota Oil $662.50; 
Dakota Supply Group $111.43; 
Digital Ally $95.00; Earth Grains 
Baking Co $396.60; Ecolab Pest 
Elimination $131.45;  Eiler’s 
Water Conditioning $93.00; Mi-
chael Eliason $920.00; Farnams 
Genuine Parts $10.99; Charlene 
Doerr  $1,021.00; Sue Gates 
$34.30; Govconnection $223.85; 
Graham Tire Co $52.00; Harme-
link, Fox & Ravsborg Law $8.00; 
Hecla Implement $6.76; H F 
Jacobs and Sons Construction 

$124,565.77; Interstate Battery 
System $491.80; ; Kens Super-
Fair Foods $12.12; La Croix Law 
Office $10.44; Lawson Products 
$426.11; Leidholdt Tool Sales 
$120.50; Lucy Lewno $6.49; 
Lein Transportation $25,928.76; 
Mac’s $110.28; Marco $284.11; 
McKesson Medical $118.87;  
Med ica l  Waste  Transpor t 
$146.07; Menards $51.08; Mid-
states Printing $289.66; NCFE 
Warner 12,296.37; Nelson Sales 
and Service $543.11; North Star  
Energy $78.40; OBD $750.00; 
Pierson-Ford-Lincoln- Mercury 
$68.97; Productivity Plus Acct/
Titan $381.04; Michael Ro-
emmich $1,083.78; Runnings 
$112.97; Sander’s Sew-n-Vac  
$29.98; Sewing Shop $7.00; 
Sheehan Mack Sales $237.74; 
Taylor Laundry $132.50; Tri 
State Water  $30.40; Ultramax 
$819.00; United Clinic Pharmacy 
$12.99; Wallwork Truck Center 
$47.96;Walth Safety Service 
$1,712.70; Western Printing 
$625.30; Zastrow’s Sales and 
Service $314.26 

Travel and Conference: Ab-
erdeen Area Chamber of Com-
merce  $15.00; Gene Loeschke 
$119.85; Kathy Schlecht $14.00; 
Andrea Sjomeling $322.62; 
Becca Tullar $222.78; Aaron 
Walberg $205.76 

Utilities: Aberdeen City Trea-
surer $ 26.14; Century Link 
$47.65; Economy Propane 
$440.00; Midcontinent Com-
munications $64.85; North-
ern Electric CO-OP $255.88; 
Northern Valley Communications 
$3,073.70; Northwestern Energy 
$2,987.65; Northwestern Public 
Service $224.80; Town Of Fred-
erick $40.01

Other: SDACO $902.00; SD 
Dept of Revenue and Regulation 

$482,473.38.  All members pres-
ent voting aye.  Motion carried.     

PERSONNEL: Moved by Kip-
pley, seconded by Fjeldheim to 
approve hiring Victor Rapkoch, 
as 2015 States Attorney Sum-
mer Intern at $500.00 per week 
for 10 weeks, effective May 18, 
2015.  All members present vot-
ing aye.  Motion carried.

SHERIFF REPORTS: Moved by 
Fischbach, seconded by Kippley 
to approve the following April 
2015 Sheriff Reports: Incidents 
and offenses, Prisoner care, 
JDC, and Money deposited with 
the County Treasurer. All mem-
bers present voting aye. Motion 
carried.

AUDITORS REPORT OF AC-
COUNT: Moved by Kippley, sec-
onded by Fjeldheim to approve 
the April 2015 Auditor’s Report 
of Account with the County 
Treasurer in total amount of 
$33,052,914.35 (total amount 
of actual cash @ $3,800.00, US 
Bank @ $222,437.40, Dacotah 
Bank @ $2,711,769.59, Petty 
Cash @ $2,000.00, Fund Invest-
ments @ $30,112,907.36).  All 
members present voting aye.  
Motion carried.

CLAIM ASSIGNMENTS: Moved 
by Fischbach, seconded by Kip-
pley to approve and authorize 
the Chairman to sign documen-
tation to assign claims against 
individuals to Credit Collections 
Bureau for purpose of collecting 
a lien.  All members present vot-
ing aye.  Motion carried.

FAIR CARNIVAL CONTRACT: 
Moved by Kippley, seconded 
by Fjeldheim to authorize the 
Chairman sign the Contract 
with Reed Exposition Midway/
Murphy Brother’s Carnival for 
the 2015 Brown County Fair.  All 
members present voting aye.  

Motion carried.
ABATEMENT: Moved by Fjeld-

heim, seconded by Fischbach to 
deny request for abatements 
(2011-2014), submitted by Mike 
Saylor (missed the appeal pro-
cess).  All members present 
voting aye.  Motion carried.

PLAT: Commissioner Fjeld-
heim offered the following Reso-
lution: RESOLUTION #25-15. 
BE IT RESOLVED by the County 
Commission of Brown County, 
SD, that the plat showing “M 
& M Musel 1st Subdivision in 
SE ¼ Sec 2-T123N-R64W of 
the 5th P.M., Brown County, 
SD”, having been examined is 
hereby approved in accordance 
with the provisions of SDCL of 
1967, Chapter 11-3 and any 
amendments thereof.  Seconded 
by Commissioner Fischbach.  
Roll call vote: Commissioners 
Hansen-absent, Kippley-aye, 
Fischbach-aye, Fjeldheim-aye, 
Sutton-aye.  Resolution adopted.

LEASE AGREEMENTS: Moved 
by Kippley, seconded by Fisch-
bach to approve and authorize 
the Chairman to sign the follow-
ing agreements: Mike Schmidt 
for lease of personal property 
(7x14 trailer) on May 1, 2015; 
The Aberdeen Police Depart-
ment for lease of the Holum 
Expo Building on May 9, 2015.  
All members present voting aye.  
Motion carried.

EMPLOYEE VISION CARE 
-GUARDIAN: Moved by Fisch-
bach, seconded by Fjeldheim 
to approve renewal rates for 
the Guardian Vision Program 
available to employees at their 
expense (monthly): Employee 
@ $11.00, Employee/Spouse 
@ $18.52, Employee/Child @ 
$18.86, Family @ $29.84 ef-
fective July 1, 2015 – June 30, 

2016.  All members present vot-
ing aye.  Motion carried.

UNION CONTRACT: Moved by 
Fjeldheim, seconded by Kippley 
to approve and authorize the 
Chairman sign Agreement be-
tween Brown County, a political 
subdivision of the State of South 
Dakota and Local 162, Council 59 
of the American Federation of 
State, County and Municipal Em-
ployee, AFL-CIO, effective Janu-
ary 1, 2015 through December 
31, 2015.  All members present 
voting aye.  Motion carried.

SPILLMAN TECHNOLOGIES 
CONTRACT: Moved by Fisch-
bach, seconded by Fjeldheim to 
approve and authorize the Chair-
man to sign Spillman Technolo-
gies, Inc. System Enhancement 
and Purchase Addendum @ 
$8,730.00 for the Brown County 
Regional Communications Cen-
ter.  All members present voting 
aye.  Motion carried.

LOTTERY APPLICATION: 
Moved by Fjeldheim, seconded 
by Kippley to approve the fol-
lowing lottery application: Make-
A-Wish Foundation for raffle to 
be held at the Brown County 
Speedway on May 29 and July 
17, 2015.  All members present 
voting aye.  Motion carried.

GRANT APPLICATION: Moved 
by Kippley, seconded by Fjeld-
heim to approve and authorize 
the Chairman sign Grant Appli-
cation with the SD Department 
of Health for the West Nile Virus 
Prevention Funding Opportu-
nity to enhance Brown County’s 
mosquito control efforts.  All 
members present voting aye.  
Motion carried.

APPLICATION FOR OCCUPAN-
CY: Moved by Fischbach, second-
ed by Fjeldheim to approve and 
authorize the Chairman sign ap-

plication, submitted 
by Northern Valley 
Communications for 
occupancy of Brown 
County  H ighway 
#19 in Sec 9-T123N-
R63W of the 5th P.M., 
Brown County, SD, 
to provide telecom-
munication services.  
All members present 
voting aye.  Motion 
carried.

GROW SOUTH 
DAKOTA:  Marc ia 
Erickson presented 
information on Grow 
South Dakota’s 2014 
activities in Brown 
County and thanked 
the Commission for 
past and future fund-
ing.  

VACATE  PLAT: 
Commissioner Fis-
chbach offered the 
following Resolution:  
RESOLUTION #26-
15. WHEREAS, Su-
san Stanley, pursuant 
to SDCL 11-3-20.1, 
presented an Appli-
cation for Vacation 
of Plat legally iden-
tified as: Lot 2 of 
Randy Stanley Replat 
of Stanley’s Outlot 1 
in the SW ¼ of Sec 
13-T125-R61W of 
the 5th P.M., Brown 
County, SD. WHERE-
AS, the granting of 
the request will not 
authorize the closing 
or obstruction of any 
public highway ac-
cording to law, and 
all property taxes on 
such plat are paid. 
NOW, THEREFORE, 
BE IT RESOLVED, 
that the plat legally 
identified as:  Lot 
2 of Randy Stanley 
Replat of Stanley’s 
Outlot 1 in the SW 
¼ of Sec 13-T125-
R61W of the 5th  
P.M., Brown County, 
SD is hereby va-
cated. Seconded by 
Commissioner Kip-
pley.  Roll call vote: 
Hansen-absent, Kip-
pley-aye, Fischbach-
aye, Fjeldheim-aye, 
Sutton-aye.  Resolu-
tion adopted.

NORTHEASTERN 
MENTAL HEALTH 
CENTER: Northeast-
ern Mental Health 
Center representa-
tives Joe Manuel, Su-
san Kornder and Lisa 
German presented 
center statistics and 
related information 
in regard to the 2016 
NEMHC Budget re-
quest.  

VEHICLE DISCUS-
SION: The mainte-
nance for the two 
vehicles available for 
County Department 
use will come from 
the Commission bud-
get and each Depart-12 ◊ 397news.com ◊ Tues., May 19, 2015



ment shall pay for fuel with a 
county credit card at end of use.

REMOVE BURN BAN: Com-
missioner Fjeldheim offered the 
following Resolution: RESO-
LUTION #27-15. WHEREAS, 
Resolution #18-15, A Resolution 
by the Brown County Board of 
Commissioners declaring a fire 
danger emergency and prohib-
iting open burning within the 
County, was adopted on March 
31, 2015, with amendment by 
Resolution #24-15 on April 28, 
2015, and WHEREAS, Ordinance 
18.0702 authorizes the Brown 
County Board of Commission-
ers to rescind the “Fire Danger 
Emergency”.  

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RE-
SOLVED that the Brown County 
Board of Commissioners rescinds 
Resolution #18-15 dated March 
31, 2015 and amendment Reso-
lution #24-15 dated April 28, 
2015, removing the open burn 
ban, effective May 12, 2015, with 
the stipulation that the Brown 
County Communications Center 
be notified prior to an open burn.  
Seconded by Commissioner Kip-
pley.  Roll call vote: Commission-
ers Hansen-absent, Kippley-aye, 
Fischbach-aye, Fjeldheim-aye, 
Sutton-aye.  Resolution adopted.

HLS APPOINTMENTS: Moved 
by Fischbach, seconded by Fjeld-
heim to appoint Tom Schmitt and 
Scott Meints to the Homeland 
Security (HLS) Regional Review 
Board.  All members present vot-
ing aye.  Motion carried.

EXECUTIVE SESSION: Moved 

Brown
County
May 4
Joint

Meeting

by Kippley, seconded 
by Fjeldheim to go 
into executive session 
to discuss contract, 
per SDCL 1-25-4(4) 
with Larry Lovrien and 
Gary Vetter in atten-
dance.  All members 
present voting aye.  
Motion carried.  The 
Chairman declared 
the executive session 
closed, with the fol-
lowing action taken 
as a result of the dis-
cussion:

EMPLOYEE HEALTH 
INSURANCE: Moved 
by Kippley, seconded 
by Fjeldheim to ap-
prove premium costs 
for Brown County 
Emp loyee  Hea l th 
Insurance Plan with 
Medica, as follows: 
Base Plan – Single @ 
$583.52 per month 
($2500 deductible), 
2-Party @ $1,075.80 
per month (deduct-
ible 5,000), Family @ 
$1,479.70 per month 
($6500 deductible).  
Alternate Plan #1 - 
Single @ $608.26 per 
month ($2000 de-
ductible), 2-party @ 
$1,121.44 per month 
(4000 deductible), 
Family @ $1,542.46 
per month ($6000 
deductible), Alternate 
Plan #2 - Single @ 
$640.48 per month 
($1500 deductible), 
2-party @ $1,180.82 
per month ($3000 
deductible), Family @ 
$1,624.14 per month 
($4500 deductible), 
however the employ-
ee shall pay the dif-
ference between the 
Base Plan premium 
and Alternate Plans 
#1 & #2 premiums.   
All plans effective July 
1, 2015 through June 
30, 2016.  Effective 
July 1, 2009 employee 
insurance coverage 
will expire at the end 
of the month of em-
ployment.  Continuing 
coverage for retirees, 
who have completed 
twenty-five years of 
continuous service 
and have reached the 
age of 55 years old, 
from date of retire-
ment until qualified 
for Medicare cover-
age (retiree paying 
100% of premium).  
All members present 
voting aye.  Motion 
carried. 

PROBATION RENO-
VATION: Moved by 
Fischbach, seconded 
by Fjeldheim to ap-
prove change orders 
to  the  Probat ion 
Renovation Project.  
All members present 
voting aye.  Motion 
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NOTICE OF JOINT HEAR-
ING OF THE ABERDEEN CITY 
COUNCIL

AND THE BROWN COUNTY 
COMMISSION 

REGARDING PETITION TO 
REZONE CERTAIN PROPERTY 

A public hearing will be held 
by the Aberdeen City Council and 
the Brown County Commission 
on the 26th day of May 2015, be-
ginning at 5:30 p.m. in the City 
Council Chambers, 123 South 
Lincoln Street, First Floor of the 
Municipal Building, to consider 
the Petition filed by Cindy Jensen 
to amend Ordinance No. 1164 to 
rezone the following described 
property from its present zoning 
designation of (A-1) Agricultural 
District to (M-AG) Mini-Agricul-
tural District, said property being 
described as follows:

The South 257’ of Outlot 8, 
Evelo’s Outlots in the SE ¼ of 
Sec 35-T123N-R64W of the 5th 
P.M.,  ..Brown County, SD (4126 
387th Ave South)

The public is invited to attend 
the hearing and to present testi-
mony and comments pertaining 
to the Petition to Amend Ordi-
nance No. 1164 to rezone the 
above described property.  At 
the conclusion of the hearing, 

Brown
County

Ord. 444
Notice

May 18, 2015
The Groton City Council met 

on the above date at 7:00pm at 
the Groton Community Center 
for their regular second monthly 
meeting with the following mem-
bers present: Peterson, Opp, 
Fliehs, Glover, and Mayor Hanlon 
presiding.  Council members 
absent were:  McGannon and 
Blackmun.  Also present were:  
Finance Officer Lowary, Ryan 
Buntrock, and representatives 
of the press.

The minutes were approved 
as read on a motion by Opp and 
seconded by Fliehs.  All members 
present voted aye.

Moved by Glover and sec-
onded by Opp to authorize the 
following bills for payment.  All 
members present voted aye.

1st State Bank 7,435.12 ss & 
wh; Consolidated Fed Cr Union 
1,125.00 emp savings; Dakota 
Silk Screen 264.00 caps & shirts; 
Geffdog Designs 171.00 caps; 
Total Security Concepts 400.00 
consultion; SD State Treas 

complex has 11 lights not work-
ing right now.  The options of 
having MUSCO come to trouble 
shoot and replace the bulbs for 
$3,375 or replace all 62 bulbs 
for $7,100 were discussed.  With 
only $3,000 in the budget, it was 
decided to do as many repairs 
locally and budget a visit in 2016.  

Moved by Opp and seconded 
by Peterson to send Fliehs to the 
SDML budgeting class in Aber-
deen on July 22.  All members 
present voted aye.

Other school opportunities 
for elected officials and meeting 
reports were given.  Grants to 
apply for various projects were 
reviewed.  Electronic speed signs 
were reviewed.  The Heartland 
Consumer Power District grant 
for $3,900 has been approved 
for upgrading street lights.  

A citizens request for a refund 
on her dump permit from annual 
to a single load was denied.

 At 8:53pm the Council ad-
journed into executive session 
for personnel issues on a motion 
by Opp and seconded by Glover.  
All members present voted aye.  
Council reconvened into regular 
session at 9:20pm. 

Moved by Glover and sec-
onded by Opp to promote Elec-
tric Lineman Shawn Lambertz 
as Electric Supt effective June 
1, 2015 at a pay rate of $35.00 
per hour.  All members present 
voted aye. 

Meeting adjourned.
Scott Hanlon, Mayor
Anita Lowary, Finance Officer
Published once at the total 

approximate cost of $31.77.

Groton

Groton
City

May 12
Meeting
Minutes

ADJOURNMENT:  Moved by 
Fischbach, seconded by Fjeld-
heim to adjourn the Brown 
County Commission.  All mem-
bers present voting aye.  Motion 
carried.

Maxine Fischer, Brown County 
Auditor

Published once at the total 
approximate cost of $117.11.

the council and commission may 
adopt first reading of Ordinance 
#15-05-01/444 granting Peti-
tion to Amend Ordinance No. 
1164 and granting the Petition 
to Rezone said property.  Dated 
this 4th day of May 2015.

ATTEST:  Karl Alberts, Finance 
Officer 

Maxine Fischer, Brown County 
Auditor

(0512.0519)
Published twice at the total 

approximate cost of $26.37.

8,106.24 sales tax; 1st State 
Bank 16,898.15 14 c&g loan; 
A-1 Sanitation 1,380.00 cleanup 
hauling; A & B Business Solutions 
58.80 ink; April Abeln 189.75 
dep flex, mileage; AFLAC 955.66 
emp ins; Associated Supply Co 
5,109.84 tiles, chemicals; Border 
States 262.50 connectors; Car 
Quest Auto Parts 17.37 filters; 
Colonial Research 180.48 clean-
er; Dakota Finishing 4,701.00 
powercoating; Dakota Pump 
& Supply 760.20 lift repairs; 
Dearborne Life Ins 86.00 life ins; 
Ecolab 94.70 pest control; Faste-
nal 9.55 bolts; Galls 88.14 vest; 
Groton Chamber of Commerce 
2,000.00 Heartland sign grant; 
Groton Independent 262.54 
publishing; Guardian Ins 233.63 
emp ins; HD Supply 689.19 ma-
terials; Heartland Cons Power 
District 41,779.11 power; Hut-
terville Welding Shop 3,180.00 
sandblasting; Kens 1,539.40 
gas, supplies; Paul Kosel 33.00 
med flex; Anita Lowary 671.54 
med flex; MJs Sinclair 529.62 
gas, battery; Macs 385.30 bolts, 
nuts, washers; Menards 68.16 
mortar, grout, trash cans; NWPS 
3,100.65 power delivery; Ol-
son Backhoe 694.89 trenching, 
digging; Raco Stained Glass 
12.50 pool brick; Runnings 62.74 
brushes, screws, clamps; SD 
Supplement Retirement 1,500.00 
emp retire; South Brown Con-
servation District 100.00 trees; 
Specialty Mfg 153.40 cut alumi-
num; United Lease & Finance 
63,482.37 swimming pool loan; 
Wellmark Blue Cross/Blue Shield 
13,833.69 health ins; Wells Fargo 
Securities 35,468.95 09 C&G 
loan; Western Area Power Adm 
21,263.09 power; Western Print-
ing 183.00 tickets

Ryan Buntrock requested 
the alley be blocked off for the 

Cowan auction.  Opp reported 
that the neighbors along the al-
ley had no objections to closing 
the alley for the auction sale.  
Moved by Opp and seconded by 
Peterson to approve the closing 
of the alley between N Main St 
and N Third St from E 3rd Ave to 
E 4th Ave.  All members present 
voted aye.  Mr. Buntrock leaves 
the meeting.

Mayor Hanlon stepped away 
from the table and presented the 
Hanlon Railroad Addition Plat for 
approval.  Moved by Fliehs and 
seconded by Opp to approve the 
plat for Hanlon Railroad Addition.  
All members present voted aye.  
Mayor Hanlon resumes as the 
chairman.

Discussion was held on the 
Safe Route to School grant proj-
ect.  Clark Engineering did addi-
tional work with the storm sewer 
and cross sections and requested 
additional compensation.  Moved 
by Glover and seconded by Pe-
terson to approve an additional 
amount of $592.80 increase 
(making the total maximum fee 
$26, 897.50).  All members pres-
ent voted aye.

Jennifer Sietsema, NECOG, 
came before the Council to dis-
cuss the updating of the Brown 
County Hazard Mitigation Plan.  
Grotons needs were discussed 
and several projects were pre-
sented.

Brenda Madsen, Kami Lipp, 
and Karla Pasteur, swimming 
pool managers, came before the 
Council to discuss the new water 
slide rules.  Signs for the slide 
and fence will be ordered.

Locke Field at the baseball 
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Brown
County
Notice

of
Election

NOTICE OF COMBINED ELEC-
TION

Aberdeen School District No. 
6-1

Aberdeen City SE Ward 
A Combined Election will be 

held on Tuesday, June 2, 2015 at 
the Aberdeen City Vote Centers 
in Brown County. The election 
Vote Centers will be open from 
seven a.m. to seven p.m. central 
standard time on the day of the 
election.

No longer are voters required 
to vote within precinct jurisdic-
tions. Voters can cast ballots at 
any of the following Vote Centers 
in Brown County:

Ramada Convention Center, 
2727 6th Ave SE, Aberdeen SD 
(east entrance)

Best Western Ramkota Hotel 
and Convention Center, 1400 8th 
Ave NW, Aberdeen  ... SD (north 
convention center .... entrance)

Courthouse Community Room, 
25 Market Street, Aberdeen SD 
(handicapped accessible en-
trance on north side of  building)

Voters with disabilities may 
contact the county auditor for in-
formation and special assistance 
in absentee voting or polling 
place accessibility.

Maxine Fischer, Brown County 
Auditor 

Published once at the total ap-
proximate cost of $11.55.

Groton
Lions Club

The Groton Lions 
held their annual pot-
luck supper/meeting at 
Topper Tastad’s place 
of business, uptown 
Groton, last Thursday 
evening.  Dave Pig-
ors, president, led the 
business session, and 
asked for a scholar-
ship committee re-
port.  Pastor Eliza-
beth Johnson and Lee 
Schinkel reported they 
had met, and have 
chosen Maddie Cole-
stock, Maryn Howard, 
and Katie Groebling-
hoff, to receive the 
three Lions scholar-
ships.   Topper Tastad 
gave details on the 
Show ‘n Shine show 
in Stratford, June 14.

The wheel of meat 
at the Legion, will be 
done until October.

President Dave pre-
sented Pastor Eliza-
beth with her ten year 

Chevron pin, 
and another 
membership 
pin from the 
multi district, 
and another 
membership 
pin for a re-
cord breaker 
f r om  L ions 
International. 
Lee Schinkel 
was awarded 
a membership 
pin as Past 
President and 
also a mem-
bership p in 
from Lions In-
ternational.

Latex and
Mylar

Balloons
Groton Daily
Independent

110 N Washing-
ton St., Groton

605-397-NEWS 
(6397)

Delivery in the 
Groton area
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Bevitized: Amazing Grace

by Beverly Patterson

Several years ago, I was hired by a local hotel to work the night shift.  I have always been a “night person” 
so I thought this job would work out great.  It was sort of weird going to bed at 8 am when my shift ended but 
my body would usually allow me to sleep great for around 4 hours.   A nap was usually requested a couple of 
hours later but by the time my next shift at the hotel rolled around, I was ready.  Sometimes, when I worked 
on Saturday nights, we would head to church right away on Sunday morning before I slept.

I should have known that going to church or anywhere people gather after working a night shift without any 
sleep is extremely risky.  I tend to laugh uncontrollably when my brain is tired and I am never quite sure what 
will trigger the laughter.  If it’s something a person wouldn’t typically laugh at, my laughter is quiet and easily 
disguised.  If it’s something you would laugh at even when you’re well rested, it would make the “up all night” 
me fall on the floor and roll around gasping for breath.

Due to the fact that we were Catholic, we often times attended Mass at churches other than the one we were 
members of and on this particular morning we found out the services alternated between the church we drove 
to and another one several miles away.  It just so happened the services for that Sunday were at the church 
farther away.  I was so tired and I just wanted to go home and get some sleep but instead we headed down 
the road and entered the church located in the neighboring town.  We chose to sit on the outside end of a pew 
located near the back of the church.  Not long after we were situated a blonde woman walked in and sat down.  
She positioned herself in the pew in front of us but chose to sit a bit closer to the inside aisle.   Not long after 
she was seated, the services began and everything seemed to be rolling along quite well.  About three fourths 
into the Mass, before Communion, there was time set aside for silent prayer and it was then, when I finished 

my prayers and opened my eyes I caught site of the woman ahead of us.  I saw her lean over just a bit to the right and all of a sudden I 
heard one of the healthiest doses of flatulence you could ever imagine!!!!  This was the day I knew God definitely had a sense of humor and 
without His amazing grace, I would have ceased to exist.

I had limited options at this point.  I could burst into laughter that would require my other half to carry a permit to bring a hyena to church, 
I could walk out, I could do my best to hold it in and fear I might release something similar or much worse or hope for lightening to shoot 
through the window and strike me dead!  I opted to hold it in and my walk up to receive Communion was one I’ll never forget.  I had a smile 
plastered on my face that most likely scared small children and had the priest hoping I would enter his confessional immediately following 
the service.

When Mass had ended and we were told to go in peace to love and serve the Lord, the woman that had nearly caused my brain to explode 
earlier leaned over and once again released a resounding blast of thunder that shook the rafters .  By this time I knew my self control had 
been stretched to the limit and when I burst out the doors of that church the laughter I had held in spewed out of me like lava from a volcano!

I would never choose to disrespect anyone, especially at church, but I do believe this day helped me to realize, prayers do get answered.  
Some are answered in time, some are answered in ways we never imagined and some are answered within seconds of being heard!
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Webster Theatre
Theatre opens at 7 pm with movies starting at 

7:30 pm, Friday through Monday.

5-22 to 5/25   Longest Ride  PG 13
5/29-6/1  Paul Blart: Mall Cop 2  PG 

Putney Putovers May Report
The Putney Putovers 4-H Club met May 3rd, at the Groton Community Center.  The 

meeting was called to order by President Carly Wheeting. Flag pledges were led by Cole 
Simon, Shyla Larson, and Jillian Hughes.  Roll call was answered with a food you dislike.  
There was no secretary’s report.  The treasurer’s report was approved by Emma Donley 
and seconded by Taryn Taylor.  There were no bills.  Reporting on community service, 
Caleb Hanten and Alexis Hanten cleaned ditches.  Lucas and Cole Simon had a bake sale 
supporting 4-H.  Lane Tietz, Taryn Taylor, and Tage Taylor each helped grandparents and 
Jillian Hughes worked at the DI rummage sale.
In new business, Tage Taylor made a motion to donate to the county fair auction. Alexis 

Hanten seconded.  Dates for livestock, judging schools, horse, Public Presentation Day, 
and Special Foods were given.  There was also a fruit sale recap and discussion about the 
Downtown Aberdeen Farmers Market.
Hostesses for the meeting were Shyla Larson and Lane Tietz.  Dylan Krueger gave a 

demonstration on loading and unloading a horse safely.  Hannah Monson gave a demon-
stration, “How to Make a Lava Lamp,” and Hailey Monson gave a talk on the circulatory 
system. Emma Donley also gave a talk titled “Always Prewash: A Good Habit to Get Into” 
and demonstration on a basic sewing kit. The next meeting will be held June 8th, at the 
Groton Community Center.  Hostesses will be Tage and Taryn Taylor.  The adjournment was 
moved by Hailey Hanson and seconded by Caleb Hanten.
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Legion Post #39 Memorial Day services
 

8:00 am James
9:00 am Verdon
9:30 am Bates-Scotland
10:00 am Ferney
11:00 am Groton
Lunch to follow at Post #39

1st Down the Slide Contest
Extended to 5/29/15 at noon.
Nominate Anyone (over 4 ft) for $10
Each dollar donated for any name= 
a vote
5/18/15 Leaders
1) Marc Sippel                    
2) David McGannon
3) Tevin Abeln
4) Jerrie Vedvei & Anita Lowary (tied)
5) Logan Lane & Marshall Lane (tied)
Other noinations:  Joe Foertsch, 
Mandy Boe, Paul Kosel, and Sarah 
Sippel

Groton City Sump Pump
ALERT

Sump Pumps MUST be 
Discharged Outdoors 

Immediately
Failure to Comply Can 

Result in Sewag
 Backing Up in Your 
Basement and Fines.

Pump Prices 
Surge

Approaching
Memorial 

Day
AAA South Dakota, 

May 19, 2015 – With 
the long Memorial Day 
weekend right around 
the corner, South Da-
kota’s average pump 
price for regular gaso-
line continues to surge 
higher, up more than 
two cents in the last 
24 hours, AAA re-
ports, and up 20 cents 
over the past month.

The average price in 
Aberdeen was $2.631, 
up from $2.555 last 
week.


