Groton DPatly Independent

Thursday, April 23, 2015 ¢ Vol. 18 - No. 267 « 1 of 21 |

.‘ "on and a
> q i :

roton Sp ‘ing&IﬂaniLA_d.I_l
rrv Implement Help Wanted

G
H
- Thune in Groto
Qlde Bank Flora
Todav in Weather History |

8- National Weather Map
O- Local Weat]
10- Daily Devotional

11- News from the Associated Presd

Two bedroom apartment in the
Rix Apartments (former city
apartments) at 407 N Garfield

FOR RENT

Attached garage.
Major appliances included.
$700 per month
Roger: 605/397-7118

© 2015 Groton Daily Independent

Thursday, April 23

Birthdays: Jim Meister, Troy Larson, Jaxon Ko-
shney

School Breakfast: French toast sticks, links,

isted living expenses car] Juice, milk.

School Lunch: Super nachos, sweet potato
tots, romaine salad, fruit.

Senior Menu: Ham, sweet potatoes, peas, aci-
ni DePepi fruit salad, whole wheat bread.

Friday, April 24

Birthday: Taryn Rossow

Senior Menu: Meat loaf, baked potato with
sour cream, fruited Jell-O, whole wheat bread.

No School. Faculty inservice

Saturday, April 25

Birthdays: Charlie Pray, Rachel Blackmun, Rick
Schauer

10:00 a.m.: Track at Ipswich (moved from May
2nd)

Sunday, April 26
9:00 a.m.: Emmanuel Lutheran Sunday School

The cardboard/paper
recycling trailer at the school is Open

OPEN: Recycling Trailer in

Groton
The recycling trailer is back at 10 East Rail-
road Ave. Don't forget, there is also a dump-
ster at the city shop for aluminum cans with
the proceeds going to the pool.

\ Hanlon Brothers
Gravel Haulii

New & Cleaning of *

Stockdams with our §
. 60’ reach trackhoe “esSi=ss

® 605/395-6531
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Classifieds

CARD OF THANKS

I want to thank everyone for their visits, phone calls and cards after my surgery. All of
these helped with my recovery.
Donald Walter

I would like to sincerely thank everyone who has helped me since I broke my leg. I appre-
ciate the visits, cards, phone calls, gifts, and prayers. I can never say thank you enough for
everything! Your help means so much to me! What a great community we live in!

Gordie Nelson

Help Wanted

Andover Bar & Grill is looking for a cook. Contact Stacy at 605/298-5252 or Randy at
605/216-2595.

Harry Implement, Ferney, is looking for a Truck driver for pickup and delivery of equipment.
Contact Steve at 605-395-6421 or e-mail s.harry@harrysinc.com

ONE AND TWO bedroom apartment for rent. HDS subsidized. Rent includes utilities and
heat. No smoking. Pets okay. Contact Darlene Daly at 605/380-0571 or Arlys Kluess at 605-
216-8399.

Bridal Showers

Open House Bridal Shower honoring Jessica Hoscheid, bride-to-be of Zach Harry, April
25, 2015, from 10:00 A.M. to 12:00 P.M. at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Ferney. The couple
is registered at Target, Inspire and Menards.

Bridal Shower for Ashley Larson, bride-to-be of Austin Fordham, Saturday, April 25th, 2 p.m.
to 4 p.m., Emmanuel Lutheran Church, Groton, S.D. Registered at Target and Herbergers. (2t)
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Nursing Home And Assisted-Living Expenses
Can Decimate Retirement Savings
Seniors Need To Educate Themselves About Ways To
Protect Their Nest Eggs, Financial Advisor Says

People pondering their retirement years often conjure images of spending more time on a favorite pas-
time or traveling around the country or the world.

Health concerns can intrude on those idyllic scenes, though, not only affecting enjoyment of life but also
punching a heavy dent in retirement savings.

“As we age, usually our medical or long-term care expenses increase, sometimes depleting our assets
to a level of crisis,” says financial advisor Jake Lowrey, president of Lowrey Financial Group, (www.low-
reyfinancial.com).

“It's important for retirees, and anyone planning for retirement, to become educated about what the
pitfalls are and what they need to do to avoid losing their life savings.”

Long-term care especially can burn a hole in savings accounts. In 2012, for example, nursing home care
averaged $74,800 a year, according to a report by the Henry J. Kaiser Family Foundation.

Meanwhile, assisted living facilities averaged $39,500 per year, and home-health services averaged $21
per hour.

More than 10 million Americans need some sort of long-term care, the Kaiser report said. That number
covers all ages, even children, but about half are people 65 and older.

“Those older Americans had looked forward to enjoying their golden years,” Lowrey says. “They should
be able to have actual golden years instead of what can end up being scary years, both personally and
financially.”

Certainly, being able to maintain good health is a key factor in protecting savings and making retirement
enjoyable and satisfying, he says.

But life doesn't always work out that way. Fortunately, there are strategies seniors can use to lessen the
impact of expenses brought on by long-term care needs. Lowrey says some of those include:

¢ VA benefits. Military veterans may be able to offset nursing home or assisted-living expenses through
benefits provided by the U.S. Department of Veteran Affairs. A veteran’s eligibility for long-term care ser-
vices would be determined based on his or her need for ongoing treatment, personal care and assistance,
as well as the availability of the service in the area where the person lives, according to the Department
of Veteran Affairs.

Other factors, such as financial eligibility, a service-connected disability, insurance coverage, and/or
ability to pay may also come into play.

¢ Medicaid compliant SPIAs. A SPIA is a single-premium immediate annuity. Typically, a SPIA is a con-
tract with an insurance company where you pay the company a sum of money up front (the premium),
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and the company promises to pay you a certain amount of money periodically for the rest of your life.

A Medicaid compliant SPIA is a specially designed annuity that pays out over the person’s “life expec-
tancy” and has other specific characteristics. A couple who put money in a Medicaid annuity are able to
avoid having the income from that annuity count against the financial assistance a spouse receives for

nursing home care.

e Setting up a trust. Trusts can help shelter wealth from the look-back periods in Medicaid requirements
and assist in qualifying for VA programs, among other advantages, Lowrey says.

About Jake Lowrey

Jake Lowrey is a financial consultant and president of Lowery Financial Group, (www.lowreyfinancial.

com), an ethical and professional firm that guides clients
to retirement success, including planning for long-term
care needs. As a relationship-driven organization, Lowrey
and his team educate clients about the newest, most
progressive retirement and long-term care planning
strategies to assure a brighter financial future.

PARTS COUNTER SALES

Self motivated individual needed to fill our
Parts Counter Sales position. Duties include
parts sales, display stocking, shipping and re-
ceiving. Sponsored training, excellent benefits
package and the possibility for advancement.
Contact Steve at 605-395-6421 or email re-
sume to s.harry@harrysinc.com.

Harry Implement Inc.
PO Box 841

Ferney, SD A SE Hif

57439

MASSEY FERGUSON

'1."i.-

Groton City Spring Cleanup
May 2-9 2015

Bring Anything You
Wish to dispose of to
Dumpsters located at
the City Shop
10 E Railroad Ave

Or Call City Hall at
397-8422 for
free hauling May 4-8
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Senator John Thune makes a stop

in Groton

A crowd of 33 people were on hand to welcome Senator John Thune to Groton last week.

Former Mayor Gerald Rix (right) greet-
ed Senator John Thune. Council mem-
bers present were Eddy Opp and Mary
Fliehs.

Senator John Thune stopped in Groton last week with
a crowd of 33 people gathering at the Groton American
Legion.

Thune was 14 minutes late arriving in Groton after do-
ing several stops in Webster. He was greeted by former
Mayor Gerald Rix and City Councilman Eddy Opp.

In Thune’s opening remark, he said, “I learn a lot more
when I'm listening instead of talking.”

Senator Thune was both thanked for representing
South Dakota well in Washington, D.C, and was also
quizzed on various subjects such as the highway bill, the
tax code, the Farm Bill, the Keystone Pipeline, immigra-
tion and the treatment of Veterans.

On the tax code, Thune said that legislation was in-
troduced eliminating the ceiling for allowing things to be
expensed out instead of depreciated. President Obama
had proposed to raise the ceiling from $500,000 to $1
million, but the legislation would eliminate the ceiling.

Arlis Doeden talked about funding for the transit and
how it is impacted by the lack of funding for the highway
bill and as a result, public transportation such as the Gro-
ton Transit, would be affected. Thune said, “"We can't just
keep borrowing. That’s wrong. We have to pay for what
we do. We need a five-year plan so people can plan.”

Alfreda Nash talked about the treatment of Veterans.
“If you weren't boots on the ground or were injured, the
VA will not support you,” she said. Robert Wegner also
added that there was a small window for people to sign
up. “If you missed it, you're out of luck,” he said. Nash'’s
husband, Dale, was also present in a wheel chair. Alfreda
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Senator John Thune

said he is getting no VA benefits, despite serving in the military.

Randy Schuring talked about immigration. “These people are not
concerned about citizenship,” he said. “They want the right to work
so they can support their families back home.

Kelly Kjelden thanked Thune for his work in the Ethanol industry.
Kjelden is the manager of Poet west of Groton.

Doug Sombke also thanked Thune for his work on the surface trans-
portation bill. He also talked about postal employees and how the post
office is closing offices that make a very small dent in the budget.

As far as the Keystone Pipeline, Thune said he would not put any
money on the passage of the pipeline project. “I'm not optimistic,”
he said.

A child's
Stecial Gift
for Mow Event

Resevve vour child's opportunity +o plant a 4"
blooming or greew plant v a ‘;uw, colovful
contaiver just v fime for Mother's d’a\j!
Resevve 3 spot for vour child(ven) 4o create 3
special giH; for theivr mom ov gravxcimo-l;ker!

Mag ZﬂCl - ; Each Paicl

reservation (bg

April 30)recieves
_ ; a20% off one
or ’ 5 reg Price item
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Todasy in Weather Histo

April 23, 2002: High winds of 35 to 50 mph gusting to over 70 mph occurreryacross much of central
and northeast South Dakota. The strong winds caused some spotty damage to property and trees. With
the dry conditions, dust was stirred up by the winds and caused reduced visibilities at many locations.
The highest wind gust was 72 mph at Onida.

1961: Severe weather struck the south suburbs of Chicago, IL. Joliet, IL reported an inch of hail with
some hailstones the size of golf balls. Heavy rain from these storms also resulted in some flooding. A
tornado struck the town of Peotone resulting in damage to nearly every building with damage also re-
ported in Lorenzo and Wilton Center, IL. Damage was estimated at $9 million dollars with about 30,000
structures affected.

1989: Salina Kansas was the hot spot in the nation with a high of 105 degrees. The high of 105 de-
grees established an April record for the state of Kansas.

1999: On Friday, April 23, 1999 a horrific hailstorm moved southeast from Pennsylvania across Gar-
rett County, Maryland and into the Eastern Panhandle of West Virginia. It had weakened some as it
crossed Garrett County and the Allegany Front, but as it passed east of Keyser, West Virginia, hail be-
gan to increase in size once again. By the time it reached Capon Bridge in eastern Hampshire County,
West Virginia, the size of the hail had grown from golf balls to baseballs. As it moved into Frederick
County, VA, the hail storm continued to grow dropping golf ball size hail in a swath now reaching from
the north of Winchester, south to Stephen City (about 10 miles). The intensity of the hail stripped and
shredded leaves and bark from the newly budding trees. Hailstones grew to the size of Grapefruit (4
inches in diameter) just east of Winchester. The storm continued east through Clarke County, southern
Loudoun and northern Fauquier doing considerable damage to Middleburg, then across Fairfax County
hitting Centreville, Chantilly, Fairfax, Burke, Springfield, and Lorton with golf ball to baseball size hail.
It crossed the Potomac River and weakened just slightly. It moved across northern Charles, clipped
southern Prince Georges and then into Calvert County with 1 inch to 1.5-inch diameter hail and onto
the Chesapeake Bay continuing southeast to the ocean. The damage left behind was incredible. In
Northern Virginia alone, it amounted to over $50 million dollars in losses to public and private proper-
ties. Some communities saw a third of the homes with siding and roof damage. Some required total
replacement. Windows were broken, cars dented and windshields smashed. Piles of shredded plant
debris were left on the ground in the storm path. In about 6 hours of time, this one thunderstorm,
moving at about 50 mph, did $75 million in damage. There have been other bad hailstorms to hit this
area before, but none to cause this much damage to property.
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Today Tonight Friday Friday Saturday Saturday Sunday
Night Night
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Published on: 04/23/2015 at 5:13AM

Southeasterly winds will increase across central SD today, causing fire danger to be very high. To-
night, showers and thunderstorms are possible, however no widespread rainfall is expected. Showers
and thunderstorms are possible Friday as well, but chances are again pretty low.
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Yesterday’'s Weather

High: 53.0
Low: 16.0
High Gust: 23
Snow: 0.00
Precip: 0.43

' No. :
2 \ﬂlPrecip\ S_now \

Today’s Info

Record High: 90° in 2009
Record Low: 14° in 1956
Average High: 61°F

Average Low: 35°F

Average Precip in April.: 1.18
Precip to date in April.: 0.44
Average Precip to date: 3.36
Precip Year to Date: 0.91
Sunset Tonight: 8:30 p.m.
Sunrise Tomorrow: 6:33 a.m.
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BEING GOOD AND DOING GOOD

Character counts. Character makes a difference. Character can be measured. Character is the differ-
ence that God brings to our lives. Character matters because God matters. When He is present and in
control of our lives, everything changes because He changes everything. We view life differently be-
cause we view life through His eyes, hear voices through His ears, feel pain as He feels pain and give
willingly as He willingly gave us His Son.

This “wife of noble character” has an impact on every aspect of her husband’s life: “She brings him
good, not harm, all the days of her life.” Imagine an obituary that included that statement, and ended
with the words that included “whatever he accomplished in life was because of her homemaking talents
and dedication to the well-being of her family.” Certainly a stretch in today’s environment. But, that’s
the implication and message.

An important message in this verse is that the wife is focused on the career of her husband and her
home. If the wife has a career outside of the home it is secondary to everything else. This is far differ-
ent from what we see in society today. The career of the husband and the management of the home
is first and foremost.

Notice one small, three letter word: her. It may be a subtle implication but the burden for managing
the home seems to shift from the wife to the husband if she is called home before him. Husbands and
fathers need to be “in training” to assume her tasks if necessary.

Prayer: We pray Lord, for husbands and fathers who willingly become involved in caring for their
homes. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.

Scripture for Today: Proverbs 31:12 She brings him good, not harm, all the days of her life.
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News from the AP Associated Press

Wife of Davison County sheriff's deputy hurt in gun mishap

MOUNT VERNON, S.D. (AP) — The wife of a Davison County sheriff’s deputy was injured in an incident
involving his gun.

Attorney General’s Office spokeswoman Sara Rabern says the woman was cleaning house Tuesday
night when she moved the gun and it went off. The bullet hit the woman but she did not suffer life-
threatening injuries.

The Daily Republic newspaper reports (http://bit.ly/1yW1TT7 ) that the state Department of Criminal
Investigation is looking into the case.

Rabern says the deputy was not home at the time of the incident. She did not name him, citing the
ongoing investigation.

Pierre man sentenced to almost 4 years for firearm felonies

PIERRE, S.D. (AP) — A Pierre man convicted of two firearm felonies has been sentenced to almost
four years in prison.

Acting U.S. Attorney Randy Seiler says 40-year-old Clyde Aquallo was sentenced to 46 months in cus-
tody this week.

Aquallo was convicted in January for possession of an unregistered firearm and prohibited person in
possession of a firearm. Both charges carry a sentence of 46 months but he will serve both at the same
time.

Seiler says Aquallo was living on the Rosebud Sioux Indian Reservation in February when police came
to his house for a domestic violence call.

Seiler says police learned there were firearms in the house. They eventually found Aquallo owned
several guns, including a sawed-off shotgun that had a barrel that was too short.

New Legion hall going up in Wessington Springs after tornado

WESSINGTON SPRINGS, S.D. (AP) — Crews are starting work on a new American Legion hall in Wess-
ington Springs to replace the building destroyed by last summer’s tornado.

Mayor Melissa Mebius says this week’s groundbreaking shows how strong the town is, and the new
community center will be one more step toward the return of normalcy.

Darold Rounds is on the committee charged with replacing the Legion building and says the new one
will be a significant improvement, with a larger banquet area, a nicer bar and a commercial kitchen that
will serve food six days a week instead of two.

The $700,000 building will sit where the previous hall did on top of the hill overlooking the city and
should open sometime in November.

Feds move to speed Upper Great Plains wind projects
BILLINGS, Mont. (AP) — Federal officials say they are trying to cut in half the time it takes to review
wind projects across six states in the Upper Great Plains.
The proposal from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and Western Area Power Administration would
cover projects in Montana, Iowa, Minnesota, Nebraska and the Dakotas.
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The agencies said companies installed more than 12 gigawatts of wind energy generation capacity in
the states since 2000.

As that growth continues, Western Area Power Administration spokeswoman Jennifer Neville said the
hope is to reduce the duration of environmental reviews from two years to one.

That would be done by providing site-specific information to developers about potential impacts from
wind projects on wildlife including bald and golden eagles.

South Dakota Symphony Orchestra holding flutist auditions

SIOUX FALLS, S.D. (AP) — The South Dakota Symphony Orchestra expects more than 100 flutists are
coming to Sioux Falls to audition for its open principal flute spot.

The symphony orchestra said Wednesday that flute hopefuls are coming to South Dakota from across
the United States to audition. They will vie for the opening on Tuesday, April 28.

South Dakota Symphony Orchestra Music Director Delta David Gier says the wide geographic distribu-
tion of interested flutists is encouraging. He says the principal position is competitive with similar spots
in larger orchestras.

The auditions last over three rounds: preliminary, semi-final and final. They are closed to the public.

Britton grain terminal, rail line upgrades moving forward
JAMES NORD, Associated Press

SIOUX FALLS, S.D. (AP) — Millions of dollars of rail line upgrades to the state-owned Britton Line in
northeastern South Dakota and construction of a grain terminal near Britton are moving forward, lead-
ers involved with the projects said Wednesday.

The state Department of Transportation and Dakota, Missouri Valley and Western Railroad are weigh-
ing materials suppliers for part of the roughly $9 million in upgrades to the line. Work on the roughly
$32 million Britton Grain Terminal broke ground earlier in April after some drainage issues, and the fa-
cility is expected to open in September 2016, said Philip Deal, president of Britton Grain Terminal, LLC.

South Dakota Gov. Dennis Daugaard had previously announced the rail upgrades and new grain eleva-
tor in December 2014 as part of more than $50 million in public and private money for rail improve-
ments.

The rail construction includes an upgrade at Jarrett Junction and improvements to about 30 miles of
track over the roughly 77-mile line between Geneseo Junction in North Dakota and Aberdeen, South
Dakota, said Bruce Lindholm, of the department’s Office of Air, Rail and Transit.

Nathan Sanderson, director of policy and operations for the governor, said in an email that the new
Britton elevator is an example of the benefits that building up the state’s rail infrastructure can bring.

“This grain terminal should offer farmers greater access to markets, while improving shipping times
and reducing freight charges,” Sanderson said. “The investments we make in rail infrastructure today
will have a positive impact on South Dakota’s economy and benefit our agriculture producers for de-
cades to come.”

Lindholm told the state Railroad Board last month that the planned Britton Line upgrades were paused
because of uncertainty around the grain terminal caused by the drainage issues. Deal said the project
is now underway.

The facility is expected be able to store nearly 5 million bushels of grain and load 80,000 bushels per
hour into 120-car shuttle trains.

Deal said he had been working on the project since 2010 and it's exciting to “finally get going.”
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“We had to work through a lot of hurdles to get here,” he said.

Jeff Wood, president of Dakota, Missouri Valley and Western Railroad, said the rail upgrades and the
new elevator will help farmers in the region save money.

“For northeast South Dakota, it's a great opportunity; for southeast North Dakota, as well,” Wood said.
“We're excited to be part of it.”

With bird flu spreading, USDA starts on potential vaccine
STEVE KARNOWSKI, Associated Press

MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — The U.S. Department of Agriculture is working on a vaccine to counter a deadly
strain of bird flu, as losses to poultry producers mount.

A pure “seed strain” would target the H5N2 virus — which has already cost Midwest turkey and
chicken producers over 7 million birds since early March — as well as some other highly pathogenic
viruses in the H5 family that have been detected in other parts of North America. If the USDA decides
the vaccine is necessary to stop avian influenza, it will provide that seed strain to drug manufacturers.

The process, though, is fraught with questions about which birds would get the vaccine, how it might
affect exports and whether it would be effective against the rapidly spreading strain.

WHY PRODUCERS WANT A VACCINE

USDA officials say the H5N2 virus could be a problem for the poultry industry for several years. And
they say the virus could reappear this fall when the wild waterfowl that are believed to carry it fly south
for the winter. Another concern is that it could spread to big poultry-producing states in the East.

While government agencies and producers would much rather see tight biosecurity and other current
strategies succeed, they want to have another tool available, said Dr. T.J. Myers, an associate deputy
administrator for veterinary services with the USDA’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service.

WHERE THE VACCINE STANDS

The USDA's Southeast Poultry Research Laboratory in Athens, Georgia, is developing the seed strain,
which is essentially a pure virus sample that could be the foundation for producing an effective vaccine.
The center’s director, Dr. David Swayne, said it has already gone through a couple of rounds of lab test-
ing, and that animal experiments will begin in early May to determine whether it's an effective strain to
use. If those tests are successful and the USDA decides to put a vaccine into production, it would turn
to the private sector to make it.

WHAT IT WOULD COST?

Dr. John Clifford, the USDA's chief veterinary officer, said it's not clear how much a vaccine would add
to the cost of producing birds, but doesn’t expect it would be much. It might be used mainly on the
more expensive birds, such as those used for breeding, he said.

For turkey producers, the price of the vaccine could be minor compared to the cost of losing entire
flocks, according to Steve Olson, executive director of the Minnesota Turkey Growers Association and
the Chicken and Egg Association of Minnesota. But a vaccine might be too expensive for the broiler
chicken industry, where profits per bird are small.

WHY THE USDA MIGHT DECIDE AGAINST A VACCINE

Introducing a vaccine raises a lot of questions, Myers said, including which poultry would get it, in
what kind of settings, whether it would be effective in stopping the disease and potential negative ef-
fects on poultry exports.

James Sumner, president of the Georgia-based USA Poultry and Egg Export Council, said some coun-
tries might regard vaccine use as a reason to bar imports from the U.S. The vaccine could mask any
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viruses that poultry are carrying, because tests for the disease look for antibodies — the same antibod-
ies that vaccines trigger a body to produce, he said.

Dr. Kyoungjin Yoon, an avian influenza expert at Iowa State University, said human experience shows
flu vaccines don’t always match well with viruses in circulation. Vaccine-induced immunity could also
slow the detection of outbreaks, Yoon said. One of the main symptoms is that flocks start dying off
quickly.

CDC eyeing bird flu vaccine for humans, though risk is low
STEVE KARNOWSKI, Associated Press

MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — Federal officials said Wednesday they’re taking steps to create a human vaccine
for the bird flu virus that's slammed the Midwest poultry industry, though they still consider the danger
to be low and the food supply not at risk.

Dr. Alicia Fry, an influenza expert with the federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, said
officials are hopeful there won't be any human cases of the H5N2 strain — which has cost chicken and
turkey producers more than 7 million birds since early March — but the country must be prepared.

“We're really at the beginning of this and so are monitoring very closely. And we're cautiously optimis-
tic that we will not see any human cases,” Fry said on a conference call.

Most humans who have come down with other bird flu viruses had close, prolonged contact with
infected birds, Fry said, so officials are monitoring at least 100 farm workers who've been exposed to
affected flocks. She said signs could be flu-like symptoms or conjunctivitis, also known as pink eye.

It's standard CDC procedure with all new flu viruses to begin looking at creating a human vaccine, Fry
said. She said they’re preparing a seed strain, essentially a pure sample of the right viruses that could
be the foundation for a vaccine.

“We haven't gotten further than that at this point because we don't have a need to go further than
that,” she said.

Similarly, the U.S. Department of Agriculture is testing a seed strain for a potential poultry vaccine but
hasn't decided whether to put it into production, said Dr. David Swayne, director of the USDA’s South-
east Poultry Research Laboratory in Athens, Georgia.

Scientists think H5N2 the virus is being spread by droppings from wild waterfowl and is making its
way past tight biosecurity at commercial poultry farms. While they think it's most likely being carried
accidentally on the few people allowed into the barns, USDA Chief Veterinary Officer Dr. John Clifford
said officials also are looking at whether high winds could blow contaminated dust, feathers and other
debris for short distances into facilities.

While the virus has quickly killed tens of thousands of birds at the affected farms across eight states,
crews are destroying all the rest as a precaution. Clifford estimated about 3.5 million birds have been
euthanized already, but it will take time to cull all of them, particularly at an Iowa farm that had 3.8
million egg-laying hens.

In Minnesota, the country’s top turkey producer and by far the hardest-hit state, health officials are
monitoring 62 people involved in caring for the affected flocks. Many have followed recommendations
that they take the antiviral drug Tamiflu as a preventative.

The genetic markers of the H5N2 virus don’t seem to be associated with transmissibility to humans,
Fry said. Another good sign is that the H5N2 virus and other viruses in the H5 family that have been
circulating in parts of North America appear to be different from H5 viruses that have caused severe
human illnesses in Asia, she added.



Groton DPatly Independent
" Thursday, April 23, 2015 « Vol. 18 - No. 267 ¢ 150f 21 |

Still, Fly recommended that the public avoid contact with wild birds, domestic poultry and their drop-
pings.

Wisconsin’s agriculture department received confirmation Wednesday of an H5 virus outbreak at an
egg farm with 800,000 chickens. Spokeswoman Raechelle Cline said that while it's presumed to be
H5N2, final test results are pending.

Cement truck rolls over on Interstate 29 in Sioux Falls

SIOUX FALLS, S.D. (AP) — The driver of a cement truck is at a hospital after the vehicle rolled over
on Interstate 29 in Sioux Falls.

The South Dakota Highway Patrol says the driver lost control and the vehicle entered the ditch and
rolled. The incident happened in the northbound lane just south of Highway 38.

Traffic was reduced to the passing lane while emergency personnel tended to the driver, who has not
been publicly identified. The Patrol wouldn't provide details about the severity of the driver’s injuries.

The incident remains under investigation.

NSIC to begin sanctioning women’s swimming and diving

BISMARCK, N.D. (AP) — The Northern Sun Intercollegiate Conference is sanctioning women’s swim-
ming and diving as the league’s 18th championship sport, with competition beginning during the 2016-
17 academic year.

Four NSIC schools already offer women’s swimming and diving — Minnesota State-Mankato, Min-
nesota State- Moorhead and St. Cloud State in Minnesota; and Northern State in South Dakota. The
University of Mary in North Dakota, and the University of Sioux Falls and Augustana College in South
Dakota have announced they will add the sport, and will be launching searches for head coaches.

That will bring to seven the number of NSIC schools offering women’s swimming and diving