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Columbia Fest car show continues to grow in third year
COLUMBIA, S.D. — What began as an idea to add another attraction to Columbia 

Fest has quickly become one of the celebration’s fastest-growing events.
Kaden Kampa, who is organizing the Columbia Fest Car Show for the third consecu-

tive year, said participation has steadily increased since the inaugural show.
“This will be my third year putting on the car show,” Kampa said. “Two years ago we 

had 76 cars, and last year we had 102 cars. So we’re growing.”
The idea came after Kampa attended Columbia Fest several years ago and believed 

a car show would draw more visitors while giving festival-goers another attraction to 
enjoy.

“I figured this could probably use a car show,” he said. “It would bring a lot more 
people in and give people something to do and walk around and look at.”

After presenting the idea to the Columbia Fest board, Kampa was given the oppor-
tunity to organize the event himself.

Although launching the show required plenty of trial and error, Kampa credited or-
ganizers of the Andover Car Show for helping him learn the process.

“They kind of walked me through how they do everything, and then we tweaked it 
to what we thought would work better,” he said.

The biggest challenge during the first year was simply spreading the word.
“Advertisement is a huge thing,” Kampa 

said. “How much effort you put into it is go-
ing to affect your outcome.”

Now entering its third year, the event has built a following, with many exhibitors planning to return 
annually.

As of this week, nearly 50 vehicles had already been pre-registered for this year’s show, putting 
organizers on pace for another strong turnout if the weather cooperates.

The 2026 show will feature 10 judged classes with first- and second-place awards in each class, 
along with People’s Choice and Best of Show honors.

Kampa said exhibitors also appreciate the addition of numerous door prizes, giving participants 
an opportunity to take home something even if they don’t earn a trophy.

This year’s event also introduces two new categories — motorcycles and big rigs.
“We’ve had a bunch of motorcycles show up the last few years,” Kampa said. “This year we de-

cided to give them their own class.”
Organizing the event requires more than just one person. Kampa said volunteers handle registration, 

direct vehicles into parking areas and assist throughout the day. His girl friend, Taylor Thorstenson, 
has helped a lot. “Taylor helps me a lot with the car show,” Kampa said.

“You definitely need quite a few people to make it work,” he said.
Parking has not been a problem in previous years thanks to the City of Columbia closing several 

streets around the park, although organizers are discussing the best locations for the larger semi-
trucks expected to participate this year.

Preparation for the one-day event actually begins months in advance. Kampa said planning for 
this year’s trophies started in January, while securing sponsors and donations takes several months.

Nearly 20 businesses are supporting this year’s show through sponsorships, gift cards and door 
prizes.

“The amount of people that are at Columbia Fest, it’s a pretty good chance to get your name out there,” Kampa said.
The Columbia Fest Car Show will be held Saturday, July 25, from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. Registration will take place from 8 to 10 a.m., public vot-

ing runs from 10 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., and awards are scheduled for approximately 2 p.m.
The awards will be presented under the big tent in the bar parking lot during Columbia Fest. While pre-registration has closed, participants 

may still register the morning of the show for $10. 

Taylor Thorstenson and Kaden Kampa have 
been planning the third annual car show at the 
Columbia Fest this year. (Courtesy photo)

This is one of the awards that will 
be presented at the Columbia Fest 
Car Show. (Courtesy photo)

Groton City Council discusses park saferoom project, opens bids for surplus bucket truck
By Elizabeth Varin

During a brief meeting Tuesday evening, the Groton City Council addressed items such as the next steps for the city’s park saferoom proj-
ect, opening bids for a surplus bucket truck and the process required to vacate portions of land on the west side of town.

City Finance Officer Douglas Heinrich updated the council on upcoming steps to build a new city park bathroom and tornado shelter.
“Everything has been signed. We’re good to go with that,” he said. “I had the kick off meeting today.”
Though the architect who the city has been working with mentioned a possible project completion date in early 2027, that won’t be feasible, 

Heinrich said. Because FEMA funding will be used, the city will have to go through a request for qualification process for architectural plans, 
which will take at least a couple of weeks because of publication requirements.

After the architectural bid process is completed, the city will have to have another company do a peer review of the architectural plans, 
he said. 

Because FEMA funding is involved, the city will have to have clear documentation about how bids are chosen, as FEMA requires they accept 
bidders not only based on cost, but by what is the best value for the city.

The saferoom update was informational only, but other items, like the bids for a surplus vehicle, needed a vote.
The city received two bids for a surplus 2007 Ford F550 bucket truck. Continues on Page 7
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Weekly 
Vikings 

Roundup

By 
Jordan 
Wright

Every NFL offseason brings optimism. Every fanbase convinces itself the rookies will hit, the free agents will 
work out, and this is finally the year everything comes together. But before the season starts and hope takes 
over, it’s worth taking a hard look at the roster as it actually exists today. 

Over the next ten weeks, we’ll break down every position group on the Vikings’ roster and rank them from 
the group I have the most confidence in to the one I trust the least entering the 2026 season. We’ll look at 
the projected starters, depth pieces, offseason additions, and biggest questions each group faces.

Coming in at number 4: cornerback
Confidence level: 52%
Current projected starters: Byron Murphy Jr., Isaiah Rodgers, James Pierre
Current depth: Dwight McGlothern, Charles Demmings

Competing for a roster or practice squad spot: Zemaiah Vaughn, Marcus Allen, Da’Veawn Armstead, Tyreek Chappell
Why I’m confident: Byron Murphy Jr. is one year removed from being named to the Pro Bowl, and since joining the Vikings in 2023, he’s 

only missed three games. Isaiah Rodgers played in all 17 games last season, started 15 of them, and had one of the greatest games by a 
CB I’ve ever seen (week 3 against Cincinnati, when he had an 87-yard pick-six and two forced fumbles, one of which he returned 66 yards 
for a touchdown). James Pierre was one of only a few free agents the Vikings signed this offseason, and although he’s never been a full-time 
starter in the league, Brian Flores liked him enough to bring him in to compete.

The biggest reason for confidence in the CB position, however, is Flores. In a league that puts a premium on cornerbacks, Flores has 
designed a scheme that allows players to slide in and play well. So 
as crazy as it sounds, cornerback isn’t nearly as important in Brian 
Flores’ defense as it is for most NFL teams.

Cause for concern: While I like Murphy, Rodgers, and Pierre, I feel 
like they are all playing one step above where they should. Ideally, 
Murphy would be the team’s CB2, Rodgers would play in the slot as 
CB3, and Pierre would be the first one off the bench while also play-
ing in dime formations when the team has four CBs on the field at 
the same time. 

One of the reasons Flores was able to get away with not asking 
too much from his cornerbacks is because the team relied heavily on 
their safeties. However, with Harrison Smith retiring, that position is 
a huge question mark heading into the 2026 season. How will Flores 
adjust? Will more be asked of the cornerbacks, and will the Vikings’ 
CBs be able to rise to the challenge, or will they reveal a weakness 
opposing offenses can exploit?

Another cause for concern is the depth. The primary backups are 
Dwight McGlothern and rookie Charles Demmings. McGlothern has 
only played 50 total snaps on defense over the past two seasons, and 
Demmings is a rookie who played college ball at Stephen F. Austin 
State. Neither player instills much confidence if they’re forced to play 
extended snaps.

Potential upgrades: If the Vikings want to bring in a player or two 
to beef up the cornerback room, which I highly recommend they do, 
there are a few names available who could come in and make a dif-
ference. Marshon Lattimore (four-time Pro Bowler) and Trevon Diggs 
(two-time Pro Bowler) are two players who could immediately chal-
lenge for a starting role, while players like Kenny Moore, Tre’Davious 
White, and Adoree’ Jackson would all be solid depth pieces.

Ultimately, this group comes down to one person: Brian Flores. If 
anyone can get quality play out of an average cornerback room, it’s 
him. That’s the biggest reason this position avoided the bottom of 
the list.

GO TO RANCHANDFARMAUCTIONS.COM FOR
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Groton School District New 
Business Manager

Madi Neiber has been hired as the new Gro-
ton Area School District Business Manager. She 
had been previously employed for two years 
as the business manager for the Britton Hecla 
School District. Due to their future plans, Madi 
and her husband Hunter felt that a position in 
Groton would be a better fit for their family and 
long-term goals. 

Neiber graduated from Langford Area High 
School in 2019 followed by her 2023 college 
graduation from the University of Sioux Falls, 
where she received a double major in Business 
Administration and Accounting with an MBA in 
Business Innovation and Marketing. She has 
been married for two years. and they have a 
4 year old chocolate lab. 

“My position in Britton provided me with 
a strong foundation about school finance. I’m familiar with many 
computer systems and the software being used here in Groton, so 
the transition has been very manageable. It also provides a good 
opportunity for me to build on my experience and continue to grow 
professionally,” she said.

“Obviously there are differences between the two schools, but I’m 
looking forward to the challenge,” Neiber admitted. “Even with the 
same software being used, every district has its own processes, and 
I am excited to learn how things are done here."

“Probably the hardest part has been figuring out the location and the 
purpose of each file,” she smiled. “I’m a fast learner so it shouldn’t take 
me long to get everything straight. Any questions I do have can be 
answered by Superintendent Schwan or the former business manager.”

“In addition to getting acquainted with the finances and the organi-
zation of everything here, I also have to learn the names and faces of 
all of the staff members,” Neiber stated. “That is probably one of the 
most rewarding parts of this job!”

“Getting this job is a new start in my life, and I’m really looking 
forward to meeting all of the staff members,” she said. “It is a great 
place for me to learn, grow, and build relationships with students, staff, 
and the community!"

 

Madi Neiber
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Community Calendar
Thursday, July 23
Senior Menu: Ranch chicken breast, mashed 

potatoes with gravy, winter blend, fruit, whole 
wheat bread.

Senior Legion Region at Milbank
Story Time at Wage Memorial Library, 10 

a.m.
Tiger Skills Workouts, GHS Arena, 7:30 a.m.

Friday, July 24
Senior Menu: Hot pork sandwich, baked 

potato, California blend, fruit.
State B Legion 14U at Vermillion
10U Baseball State at Hartford/Beresford

Saturday, July 25

Sunday, July 26
Emmanuel Lutheran: Worship, 9 a.m.
St. John’s Lutheran: Worship at St. John’s, 

9 a.m., at Zion, 11 a.m.
United Methodist: Worship at Conde, 8:15 

a.m.; at Groton, 9:30 a.m.; at Britton, 11:15 
a.m.; Coffee Hour, 10:30 a.m.

Catholic: SEAS Confession, 7:45-8:15 a.m.; 
SEAS Mass, 8:30 a.m.; Turton Confession, 
10:30-10:45 a.m.; Turton Mass, 11 a.m.

1503 N Broadway, Groton, 605/397-8145

First Presbyterian Church: Bible Study, 9:30 
a.m.; Worship, 11 a.m.

Groton CM&A: Sunday School, 9:15 a.m.; 
worship, 10:30 a.m.

Monday, July 27
Senior Menu: Hot turkey sandwich, creamy 

noodles, peas and carrots, fruit.
Senior citizens meet at the Groton Commu-

nity Center with potluck at noon.
United Methodist Vacation Bible school, 5 

p.m. to 7:45 p.m.
Elementary Volleyball Camp, 8 a.m. to noon, 

GHS Gym and Arena
Emmanuel Lutheran: Bible Study, 6:30 a.m.
Junior Legion Regional Tournament at Sis-

seton: 5 p.m.: Groton vs. Big Stone City; 30 
minutes after first game: Claremont vs. Sis-
seton.

Tuesday, July 28
Senior Menu: Lasagna bake, mixed veg-

etables, fruit, whole wheat bread.
United Methodist Vacation Bible school, 5 

p.m. to 7:45 p.m.
Elementary Volleyball Camp, 8 a.m. to noon, 

GHS Gym and Arena
Junior Legion Regional Tournament at Sis-

seton: Winners play at 2 p.m., losers play at 
5 p.m., third game 30 minutes after the 5 
p.m. game.

Wednesday, July 29
Senior Menu: Baked pork chop, mashed 

potatoes and gravy, broccoli, fruit, whole 
wheat bread.

GHS Golf Fundraiser Lunch
Emmanuel Lutheran: Women’s Guest Night 

Meal and speaker, 6 p.m.
Junior Legion Regional Tournament at Sis-

seton: Championship game at 2 p.m. If second 
game is needed, it will be played 30 minutes 
after the first game.

Thursday, July 30
Senior Menu: Tater tot hot dish, corn, fruit, 

whole wheat bread.
1st-3rd Grade BB Camp, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., 

GHS Arena

Friday, July 31
Senior Menu: Baked fish, oven roasted po-

tatoes, peas, fruit, whole wheat bread.
1st-3rd Grade BB Camp, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., 

GHS Arena
State B Legion Tournament in Madison 

through August 4th.

Enrich Groton’s school supply drive equips nearly five 
dozen students for new school year

GROTON, S.D. — Nearly five dozen students will head back to class this fall with new school supplies 
thanks to the success of Enrich Groton SoDak Inc.’s fourth annual School Supply Drive.

The annual event provided free school supplies to students in the Groton Area School District, helping 
families reduce back-to-school expenses while ensuring children have the materials they need for a suc-
cessful start to the school year.

The drive was made possible through support from Thrivent Action Teams, along with additional monetary 
donations that allowed organizers to purchase and distribute supplies.

The school supply drive is one of the organization’s community outreach efforts and reflects Enrich Groton 
SoDak Inc.’s mission of supporting families and enriching the Groton community.

Volunteers assisted with organizing and distributing supplies during the event. Event Coordinator and 
Board Secretary April Abeln, along with Board President Topper Tastad, also played key roles in coordinat-
ing this year’s drive.

Dorene Nelson and Ruby Larson
(Courtesy Photo April Abeln)

Mary Ann Martin
(Courtesy Photo April Abeln)

Karla Davidson from 
Dacotah Bank.

(Courtesy Photo April Abeln)

Heidi Locke 
from 

Dacotah 
Bank.

(Courtesy Photo 
April Abeln)

Sue Stevenson
(Courtesy Photo April Abeln)

Kristie Gibbs
(Courtesy Photo April Abeln)

April Abeln
(Photo by Paul Kosel)

Classifieds and Card 
of Thanks

The following rates are for 
Classifieds published in both 
the Groton Daily Indepen-
dent and the Groton Inde-
pendent. Cut rate in half if 
you just want it in the GDI 

or just the weekly.
1 Week: $9 for first 30 words, 

20¢/word thereafter
2 Wks: $17 for first 30 words, 

38¢/word thereafter
3 Wks: $24 for first 30 words, 

54¢/word thereafter
4th consecutive week is 

free
605/397-NEWS (6397)

Box 34, Groton SD 57445 

EMPLOYMENT
DO YOU LOVE SERVING 

OTHERS THROUGH FOOD? 
Sunshine Bible Academy is 
seeking a full-time Director 
of Food Services. Learn more 
at sunshinebible.org or 605-
853-3071

NOTICES
ADVERTISE IN NEWSPA-

PERS statewide for only $150. 
Put the South Dakota State-
wide Classifieds Network 
to work for you today! (25 
words for $150. Each addi-
tional word $5.) Statewide Full 
Digital Ad is $300 for 1 week. 
Call the Groton Independent 
at 605-397-7460.

Harry Implement
“Family Owned & Operated Since 1935!”

(605) 395-6421
Ferney

Marty Weismantel
605/396-7341

weisag@nvc.net
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NOTICE OF GOVERNOR RUN-
OFF ELECTION

A Governor Runoff Election 
will be held on Tuesday, July 28, 
2026 in all the Vote Centers in 
Brown County.

The Election Polls will be open 
from 7:00 A.M. to 7:00 P.M., 
Central Time on the day of the 
election.

The Vote Centers in Brown 
County are as follows:

In Aberdeen City:
• AmericInn Event Center
• Best Western Ramkota Con-

vention Center
• Brown County Courthouse 

Community Room
Rural Sites:
• Claremont City Hall
• Columbia Legion
• Frederick Community Center
• Groton Community Center
• Hecla Community Center
• Stratford Community Center
• Warner Community Center
• Westport Community Center
Any voter who needs assis-

tance, pursuant to the Americans 
with Disabilities Act, may contact 
the Brown County Auditors Office 
at 605-626-7120 before the elec-
tion for information on polling 
place accessibility for people with 
disabilities.

Lynn Heupel, County Auditor
Brown County, SD
Published July 15 and 22, 

2026 at the approximate cost of 
$23.47 and may be viewed free 
of charge at www.sdpublicno-
tices.com. 27015

JULY 14, 2026 – GENERAL 
MEETING

Meeting called to order by 
Chairman Sutton at 8:45 A.M. 
in the Commission Chambers, 
Courthouse Annex, Brown Coun-
ty, SD. Present were Commis-
sioners Dennert, Dinger, Gage 
and Sutton. Commissioner Wiese 
joined via teleconference. Com-
missioner Gage led the Pledge 
of Allegiance.  

APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 
Moved by Commissioner Dinger, 
seconded by Gage to approve 
the agenda. All members present 
voting aye. Motion carried.

PUBLIC COMMENT: Scott 
Meints, Emergency Management 
Director, informed the Commis-
sion that they had their second-
ed meeting last week regarding 
the Pre-Disaster Mitigation Plan. 
He will be posting a public survey 

BrownBrown
CountyCounty

July 14, 2026July 14, 2026
MeetingMeeting

on the Emergency Managements 
Facebook page.

BID OPENING – 4x4 CHASSIS 
OR FLATBED TRUCK: Time and 
place, as advertised to open, 
read and consider bids for 4x4 
Chassis or Flatbed Truck for 
the Brown County Weed & Pest 
Department. A bid was received 
from Pierson Ford with two 
options. First option was for a 
2027 Ford F-550 4x4 Regular 
Cab Chassis Cab (built to or-
der as needed) at the price of 
$69,594.00 and Second Option 
was for a 2019 Ford F-550 4x4 
Super-Cab Chassis Cab that in-
cludes a flatbed at the price of 
$50,000.00. Chris Hemen, Weed 
& Pest Supervisor, asked to defer 
a decision for a week so that he 
could go look at the vehicles be-
fore making a recommendation. 
Moved by Commissioner Dinger, 
seconded by Dennert to defer 
awarding the bid for a week so 
Chris can look at the two vehicle 
options. All members present 
voting aye. Motion carried.

RICHMOND DAM UPDATE: 
Scott Meints, Emergency Man-
agement Director, shared that 
they are moving the damaged 

pumps out of the way; they will 
have 1 pump available for any 
heavy rains. The water is down 
to the level that they need it 
to be at this time. There are a 
couple of clean-up days with 
Game, Fish & Parks (GF&P) 
coming up. Mike Russell with 
Richmond Lake Association will 
be providing dumpsters around 
the lake. He shared he had just 
received a letter from DANR 
about a 10-day notice if people 
want to dreg and clean up so 
not sure what that is all about. 
Scott Meints informed him that if 
you are going to do any work in 
the water way, you need a Corp 
of Engineers permit and GF&P 
could help with the permitting 
process. Scott believes that the 
permit is free.

Jul ie Johnson, Lobbyist, 
shared that the Joint Appro-
priations Committee will have a 
meeting next Monday and they 
have the Richmond Lake Dam on 
their agenda with Commissioner 
Greenfield scheduled to appear; 
it was part of the agreement of 
receiving the additional funds 
that they receive regular updates 
on the project.

ORDINANCE #328 – FIRST 
READING: Moved by Commis-
sioner Dinger, seconded by 
Dennert to approve the First 
Reading of Proposed Ordinance 
#328. Applicants Stanley & Carol 
Gage to rezone from Agriculture 
Preservation District (AG-P) to 
Mini-Agriculture District (M-AG) 
to bring this parcel into compli-
ance for its future use. Descrip-
tion of property: Proposed Lot 1, 
“Zemlicka Addition” in the NE1/4 
of Section 12-T124N-R64W of 
the 5th P.M. Brown County, 
South Dakota (12541 388th 
Avenue; Lincoln Twp.). The mo-
tion passed with 3 votes; Com-
missioner Gage abstained due 
to being related to the owners. 

ORDINANCE #329 – FIRST 
READING: Moved by Com-
missioner Gage, seconded by 
Dennert to approve the First 
Reading of Proposed Ordinance 
#329, to consider amending 
Title 4 Zoning of Brown County 
with Chapter 4.02 – Jurisdic-
tion. 4.0201 Jurisdiction. The 
provisions of Title 4 shall apply 
within the unincorporated area 
of Brown County, South Dakota, 
(excluding including areas of  
joint jurisdiction being, one (1) 
mile outside of Groton city limit 
boundary line, one (1) mile out-
side of Hecla city limit boundary 
line, one-half (1/2) mile outside 
of Frederick city limit boundary 
line, and one and one-half (1 
1/2) miles of Warner City limits; 
and also including the incorpo-
rated communities of Claremont, 
Columbia, Verdon and Stratford, 
as established on the map en-
titled “The Official Zoning Map 
of Brown County, South Dakota”. 
All members present voting aye. 
Motion carried.

ORDINANCE #330 – FIRST 
READING: Moved by Commis-
sioner Gage, seconded by Dinger 
to approve the First Reading 
of Proposed Ordinance #330, 
to amend Title 5 Subdivision 
Regulations with Chapter 5.01 
General Provisions 5.0102 Ju-
risdiction. These regulations 
shall apply within the unincor-
porated areas of Brown County, 
South Dakota, and including the 
incorporated municipalities of 
Claremont, Columbia, Verdon 
and Stratford yet excluding 
and including areas of joint 
jurisdiction with Frederick (1/2 
mile outside city limit boundary 
line), Groton (1 mile outside city 
limit boundary line), and Hecla (1 
mile outside city limit boundary 
line) and Warner (1 ½ mile). 
(Ordinance 087 amendment). 
All members present voting aye. 
Motion carried.

2027  DEPARTMENT OF 
HEALTH CONTRACT: Moved by 
Commissioner Gage, seconded 
by Dinger to approve and autho-
rize Chairman Sutton to sign the 
2027 Contract with the Depart-
ment of Health at the cost of 
$21,591.00. All members present 
voting aye. Motion carried.

BROWN COUNTY FAIR PRO-
MOTIONAL TICKET LIST: Moved 
by Commissioner Dinger, sec-
onded by Dennert to approve 
the promotional ticket list for 
the 2026 Brown County Fair as 
presented. All members present 
voting aye. Motion carried. (The 
full list is on file at the Brown 
County Fair Office).

4-H PREMIUM SPONSOR 
CONTRACT: Moved by Commis-
sioner Dennert, seconded by 
Gage to approve and authorize 
Chairman Sutton to sign the 
contract to sponsor the 4-H Pre-
miums at the cost of $5,200.00 
for the 2026 Brown County Fair. 
All members present voting aye. 
Motion carried.

FRAN ROMEO AGENCY – 
TALENT BOOKING CONTRACT: 
Rachel Kippley, Fair/Fairgrounds/

BrownBrown
CountyCounty

Notice ofNotice of
ElectionElection

Parks Manager presented a two-
year contract with Fran Romeo 
Agency, who is the Talent Book-
ing Agent for the Brown County 
Fair. Chairman Sutton asked to 
defer this and for Rachel to come 
back when they go into exec to 
discuss further.

DEPARTMENT UPDATE - FAIR: 
Rachel Kippley, Fair/Fairgrounds/
Parks Manager, shared that the 
Brown County Fair along with 
Centennial Village and Boys & 
Girls Club went together and 
purchased vinyl permanent wrist 
bands for those over 21 to same 
time in lines at the three loca-
tions serving alcohol the week 
of the fair. Fairbooks should be 
out next week. 5000 Tickets 
were sold at this time last year, 
currently there have been 8000 
tickets sold. Rachel also gave a 
shout out to Dirk and the High-
way Department for all the work 
they have done on the road at 
the Fairgrounds.

APPLICATION FOR OCCU-
PANCY: Moved by Commissioner 
Dinger, seconded by Gage to ap-
prove the following applications 
submitted by Northern Electric 
for occupancy of Brown County 
Highway 13, Section 6-T123-
R63, Brown County, SD to bore 
primary electrical infrastructure. 
All members present voting aye. 
Motion carried.

Moved by Commissioner 
Dennert, seconded by Gage to 
approve the following applica-
tions submitted by LTS Telecom-
munication Services for occu-
pancy of Brown County Road 19, 
Section 23-T123N-R64W, Brown 
County, SD to install fiber optic 
cable, conduit and access points 
as part of an underground point 
to point fiber network – does not 
include 385th, which is the town-
ship road. All members present 
voting aye. Motion carried.

DEPARTMENT UPDATE – 
HIGHWAY: Dirk Rogers, High-
way Superintendent, informed 
the Commission that the paver 
broke so they are doing other 
projects until they get the paver 
fixed; milling on 9 west of 281 
is done, next will be paving 
and chip sealing; will be shoul-
dering next week. The hot in 
place preconstruction meeting 
for Co. Hwy. 14 project will be 
today and on August 6th doing 
a presentation for SDSU and 
others so project will be under 
way by then. The cold-in-place 
preconstruction meeting is also 
today for Co. Hwy. 16 project 
and should be starting within 
the next 30 days. Still milling on 
Rd. 27 then Bituminous will do 
the paving (bought off the Spink 
County bid), the bridge is not 
ours but going to pave up to the 
bridge. Sand Lake Bridge is go-
ing well; there will be a change 
order coming for this project to 
running into footings from previ-
ous bridge. BR350 shook loose; 
the materials are in the yard so 
just need to find a contractor 
to do the project. Gates are at 
109 today; James River dropped 
down 5” since last week.

MINUTES: Moved by Com-
missioner Dennert, seconded by 
Dinger to approve the General 
Meeting Minutes of July 7, 2026. 
All members present voting aye. 
Motion carried.

CLAIMS/PAYROLL: Moved by 
Commissioner Gage, seconded 
by Dennert to approve the fol-
lowing Claims: Professional Fees: 
Alcohol Monitoring Systems, Inc 
$1,997.60; Cogley Law Office, 
Prof LLC $3,125.60; County of 
Edmunds $17,600.00; Fall Line 
Forensics $7,350.00; IMEG Corp 
$875.00; Kendel Simon $66.00; 
Kristi Brandt $28.75; Kuck Law 
Office $3,287.90; Language Line 
Services, Inc $364.05; Lenling 
Law Office, Prof. LLC $4,279.00; 
LexisNexis Risk Data Mgt, LLC 
$200.00; Lincoln County Auditor 
$732.12; Manuel J. De Castro, 
Jr. $890.60; Network Center, Inc 
$10,235.78; Northeastern Mental 
Health Center $1,487.50; Pauer 
Sound, LLC $1,163.27; San-
ford Health Occupational Medi-
cine $546.00; Sanford Health 
$2,305.00; SD Dept of Health 
$1,885.00; State of South Da-
kota PMB 0112 $87.17; Tammy 
Stolle Court Reporting $130.95; 
Thomson Reuters – West Pay-
ment Center $2,266.94. Pub-
lishing: Groton Daily Indepen-
dent $226.14; Hub City Radio 
$350.00; McQuillen Creative 
Group, Inc $882.89; The Water-
town Current $286.20. Rentals: 
Pantorium Cleaners Inc $207.36; 
Vestis $333.03. Repairs & Main-
tenance: ADDCO Acquisition, LLC 
$300.00; Amazon Capital Servic-
es, Inc $566.16; Asphalt Zipper 
$145.84; Auto Value Aberdeen 
$258.39; C Express Inc $12.00; 
Diesel Machinery, Inc $8,678.19; 
Economy Propane, LLC $200.00; 
Hoven Auto Repair, Inc $451.44; 
Lien Transportation Company 
$5,070.00; Meister Mowing LLC 
$74.34; Pantorium Cleaners Inc 

$235.96; Pierson Ford Lincoln, 
Inc $133.40; RDO Equipment Co 
$3,810.39; Reede Construction 
Inc $289,987.34; Rinse & Go Car 
Wash $10.25; Sewer Duck, Inc 
$1,000.00; Sprocket Ventures, 
LLC $38.00; Titan Machinery 
$1,680.34. Supplies & Materi-
als: ADDCO Acquisition, LLC 
$9,498.00; Agtegra Cooperative 
$46,429.00; Amazon Capital 
Services, Inc $785.65; Asphalt 
Zipper $700.85; Auto Value Ab-
erdeen $325.78; Avera LTC Phar-
macy Aberdeen $332.60; Butler 
Machinery Company $535.88; 
Central Network Retail Group 
LLC $4.07; Century Business 
Products $366.46; Cole Paper 
Inc $82.54; Dakota Electronics 
LLC $44.00; Dakota Oil $55.65; 
Diesel Machinery, Inc $1,049.29; 
East Side Jersey Dairy Inc 
$1,912.90; Economy Propane, 
LLC $419.00; Eddie’s Northside 
Sinclair $593.00; FedEx $107.19; 
Geffdog Designs $185.00; Hoven 
Auto Repair $154.00; Jensen 
Rock & Sand Inc $16,672.50; 
Kessler’s $137.47; Kuck Law Of-
fice $111.03; Lewis Family Drug 
LLC $98.64; Linde Gas & Equip-
ment Inc $184.77; McLeod’s 
Printing & Office Supply $29.70; 
Menards $417.78; Midstates 
Group $584.00; NVC $30.21; 
Pantorium Cleaners Inc $60.00; 
Performance Oi l  $787.93; 
PharmChem, Inc $2,007.00; 
Pro Ag Supply, Inc $182.92; 
RDO Equipment Co $7,425.08; 
Rinse & Go Car Wash $13.00; 
Runnings $1,295.07; Share 
Corporation $1,103.40; Stan 
Houston Equipment Company, 
Inc $87.99; Thomson Reuters – 
West Payment Center $706.70; 
Titan Machinery $1,102.51; Tri-
State Water $35.00; US Foods 
$13,141.63; Van Diest Supply 
Company $1,786.40. Travel & 
Conference: Allison Tunheim 
$199.50; City of Groton $199.26; 
Kendel Simon $555.00; Lenling 
Law Office, Prof. LLC $280.00; 
Neil Bittner $19.00; Scott Kolb 
$19.00. Utilities: CenturyLink 
$581.23; City of Aberdeen 
Treasurer $799.33; Economy 
Propane, LLC $1,228.76; North-
western Energy $629.92; NVC 
$1,062.41; T-Mobile USA Inc 
$612.92. Other: Kiwanis Foun-
dation $234.00; SD Assoc of 
County Officials $1,042.00; SD 
Dept of Agriculture & Natu-
ral Resources $5,391.78. Pay-
roll: Commission $5,165.81; 
Elections $4,643.77; Auditor/
Welfare $10,997.56; Treasurer 
$18,145.00; SA $39,029.74; 
Public Defender $14,449.33; 
Maintenance $10,818.67; As-
sessor $17,506.94; Register 
of Deeds $12,666.67; VSO 
$5,259.85; GIS $3,110.76; IT 
$10,616.94; HR $5,748.66; Sher-
iff $63,928.42; Jail $85,034.83; 
Coroner (Voucher) $1,250.00; 
Court Security $6,592.46; JDC 
$37,082.00; MI Board $0.00; 
Museum $15,778.70; Parks/Fair-
grounds $10,081.81; Fair Board 
$5,616.43; 4-H $1,639.66; Weed 
$6,369.08; Planning & Zoning 
$8,510.52; Highway $60,914.67; 
Dispatch $38,963.01; Emer-
gency $5,805.33; 24/7 Sobriety 
$2,980.68; Landfill $16,431.37; 
Meal Benefits $95.00; SDRS 
Pay-out $31,933.00; Retire-
ment Award $150.00; FICA 
$31,217.79; Medicare $7,300.95; 
HSA $6,406.94; Retirement-
SDRS $67,639.90. All members 
present voting aye. Motion car-
ried.

HR REPORT: Moved by Com-
missioner Dinger, seconded by 
Gage to approve the following 
Human Resource Report submit-
ted by Human Resources Direc-
tor, Allison Tunheim:

o Mileage Reports
o Approve personal miles for 

April 2026 as follows at $0.725/
mile: Joshua Matthews 252 miles 
at $182.70; Matt Heupel 80 miles 
at $56.00; John Florey 114 miles 
at $79.80; Mike Scott at 220 
miles at $154.00.

o Approve personal miles for 
May 2026 as follows at $0.725/
mile: Joshua Matthews 252 miles 
at $182.70; Matt Heupel 95 miles 
at $66.50; John Florey 120 miles 
at $84.00; Mike Scott 180 miles 
at $126.00.

o Approve personal miles for 
June 2026 as follows at $0.725/
mile: Joshua Matthews 252 miles 
at $182.70; Matt Heupel 100 
miles at $70.00; John Florey 114 
miles at $79.80; Mike Scott 130 
miles at $91.00.

All members present voting 
aye. Motion carried.

LEASE AGREEMENTS: Moved 
by Commissioner Dennert, sec-
onded by Dinger to approve 
and authorize Chairman Sut-
ton to sign the following lease 
agreements: Mary Fites to lease 
Richmond Lake Youth Camp on 
July 30-August 1, 2027; Denise 
Dutenhoffer (Do It With Spots) 
to lease Akkerman Open Horse 
Arena on September 13; Logan 
Tomac & Katie Minder to lease 

Clubhouse on May 7-10, 2027 
for a wedding; Skylar Azure & 
Brayden Burnett to lease the 
Clubhouse on May 21-24, 2027 
for a wedding. All members pres-
ent voting aye. Motion carried.

LOTTERY  PERMIT  FOR 
BROWN COUNTY 4-H LEADERS: 
Moved by Commissioner Dinger, 
seconded by Gage to approve 
and authorize Chairman Sutton 
to sign the Lottery Permit Ap-
plication submitted by Brown 
County 4-H Leaders for August 
10th – 14th at the Brown County 
Fair to raise funds to support 
Brown County 4-H. All members 
present voting aye. Motion car-
ried.

OTHER BUSINESS: None
EXECUTIVE SESSION: Moved 

by Commissioner Gage, second-
ed by Dennert to go into Execu-
tive Session per SDCL 1-25-2 for 
Personnel, Contracts and Legal. 
All member present voting aye. 
Motion carried.

Chairman Sutton declared the 
Executive Session closed with No 
Action taken.

Moved by Commissioner Ding-
er, seconded by Gage to post-
pone approval of the Fran Romeo 
Agency – Talent Booking Contact 
until July 21st Commission Meet-
ing. All members present voting 
aye. Motion carried.

ADJOURNMENT: Moved by 
Commissioner Dennert, sec-
onded by Dinger to adjourn the 
Brown County Commission at 
10:18 A.M. All members present 
voting aye. Motion carried. 

Lynn Heupel, Brown County 
Auditor

Published July 22, 2026 at 
the total approximate cost of 
$149.94 and may be viewed free 
of charge at www.sdpublicno-
tices.com. 27025

NOTICE OF HEARING
2026 BROWN COUNTY BUD-

GET SUPPLEMENTS
A public hearing will be held 

by the Brown County Commis-
sion on the 28th day of July 
2026 in the Brown County Com-
mission Chambers, Courthouse 
Annex, Aberdeen, SD to consider 
supplementing the 2026 Fiscal 
Year Budget.

The public is invited to attend 
the hearing and to present com-
ments and testimony regarding 
the supplements.

ATTEST: Lynn Heupel, Brown 
County Auditor 

Published July 15 and 22, 
2026 at the approximate cost of 
$12.59 and may be viewed free 
of charge at www.sdpublicno-
tices.com. 27016

BrownBrown
CountyCounty

Budget Budget 
SupplementSupplement



Groton Independent ◊ Wed., July 22 , 2026 ◊ 5

July 28, 2026 South Dakota Brown County

RUNOFF ELECTION PUBLICATION BALLOT

INSTRUCTIONS TO THE VOTER:

To vote for a person FILL IN the
oval ( ) next to the name.

Use only a pencil or pen.

If you make a mistake, give the
ballot back and get a new one.

DO NOT cast more votes than
are allowed in each race.

Governor Runoff - REP

For Governor
You may vote for one or leave it blank.

Toby Doeden

Larry Rhoden

Published July 22, 2026 at the total approximate cost of $195.00 and may be viewed free of charge at www.sdpublicnotices.com. 27026

Friday Night Fun Night
Friday night is fun night at the Groton Swimming Pool. Swimmers bring inflatables to the 

fun. (Photo by Paul Kosel)

The Life of 
Jerald Biffert

Jerald Biffert, 94, of Groton 
passed away July 14, 2026 at 
Avantara Groton.  Private fam-
ily graveside services will be 
held at a later date in Union 
Cemetery, Groton.

Jerald Dean Biffert was born 
on June 1, 1932 in Eureka, SD 
to Jacob and Caroline (Krein) 
Biffert.  He attended and 
graduated from Eureka High 
School.  He taught rural school 
in Western McPherson County 
for 10 years. Jerry continued 
his education at Northern 
State, where he earned his 
degree.  On September 10, 
1960 he was united in marriage 
with Sylvia (Meyers) Barrie in 
Groton.  He was graciously 
welcomed into the family by his 
brother-in-laws, Edward Ims-
land and Lloyd Lyren.     Jerry 
was employed at the Depart-
ment of Transportation for 38 
years, where he worked as an 
engineer and later in mainte-
nance.

Jerry and Sylvia loved to 
travel and had visited all ma-
jor cities in the Western U.S.  
Some favorites included Salt 
Lake City, Cape Canaveral and 
Nashville.  They also enjoyed 
camping and spending 30 win-
ters in Apache Junction, Arizo-
na.  Jerry dedicated 35 years to 
PAF genealogy and was able to 
trace and document his ances-
tors back to 1472.   Throughout 
his lifetime, he developed many 
lasting friendships.

Celebrating his life are his 
children, Robert (LuAnn) Barrie 
of Arlington, TX, Scott Biffert of 
Grapevine, TX, Wendy (Glenn) 
Cooper of Groton, one brother, 
Tom (Linda) Biffert of Omaha, 
NE, four grandchildren: Mike 
Barrie, Chad Barrie, Bonnie 
Cooper, Charles Cooper, and 
very special friend, Cecelia 
Percy.

Preceding him in death were 
his parents, his wife in 2001, 
his sister, Maxine and several 
brother and sister-in-laws.



Groton Post 39 claims U14 regional championship, 
advances to state tournament

GROTON — Groton Post 
39 turned a dominant week-
end into a regional cham-
pionship, winning all three 
of its games at the South 
Dakota U14 American Le-
gion Regional Tournament 
at Locke-Karst Field to earn 
a berth in the South Dakota 
American Legion State 14U 
Tournament July 24-26 in 
Vermillion.

Post 39 opened tourna-
ment play Thursday with 
an 11-9 victory over Red-
field before routing Clark 
Area 16-1 in five innings to 
advance to Friday night’s 
championship game. Groton 
then completed its unbeat-
en run with a convincing 
15-1 win over Clark Area to 
capture the regional title.

Groton had to survive a 
late rally in its tournament 
opener against Redfield 
after building a seven-run 
lead.

Redfield scored first in the opening inning, but Groton answered in the second when Asher 
Zimmerman singled to left to even the score. Post 39 took control in the third, scoring four 
runs as Mason Locke delivered a two-run single, an error plated another run and Zimmerman 
added an RBI single for a 5-1 advantage.

Redfield scored five runs in the sixth inning to pull within striking distance, but Groton held 
on for the 11-9 victory.

Tucker Leicht earned the win, allowing four hits and six runs — only three earned — over 
five innings while striking out six and walking five. Trayce Schelle recorded the save, and 
Kyson Kucker worked in relief.

Zimmerman went 2-for-3 with two RBIs, while Locke finished 3-for-5 to lead Groton’s seven-
hit attack. Schelle added two hits, Leicht drew three walks, and Groton stole seven bases, 
with Schelle and Zimmerman each swiping multiple bags.

The momentum carried into Thursday’s second game as Groton overwhelmed Clark Area 
16-1 in five innings.

After taking an early lead on an error in the first inning, Groton saw Clark Area briefly tie 
the game before erupting for six runs in the third. Zimmerman highlighted the inning with a 
two-run single.

Post 39 then broke the game open with a nine-run fourth inning. Easton Larson and Locke 
each delivered RBI singles, Hank Hill blasted a two-run double, Zimmerman added another 
RBI single, Schelle followed with a two-run single, and two Clark Area errors brought home 
two more runs.

Schelle earned the win on the mound, allowing one run on three hits over 4 2/3 innings 
while striking out six and walking four. Bentley Ehresmann finished the game in relief.

Groton pounded out 11 hits, led by three-hit performances from Schelle and Zimmerman. 
Keegan Kucker, Schelle, Zimmerman, Larson, Hill and Locke each drove in two runs. Kyson 
Kucker drew three walks as Post 39 collected 10 free passes, while Zimmerman stole two 
bases. Defensively, Groton turned a double play, committed no errors and was anchored by 
Keegan Kucker’s seven putouts.

The championship game followed a similar script Friday as Groton overwhelmed Clark Area 
15-1 to secure the regional title.

Post 39 scored twice in the first inning on an RBI single by Larson and a bases-loaded walk 
by Leicht before Larson added another RBI on a fielder’s choice in the second to make it 3-0.

Groton then put the championship out of reach with an 11-run third inning. Hill started the 
rally with an RBI single before Keegan Kucker, Trayce Schelle and Kyson Kucker each forced in 
runs with bases-loaded walks. Larson added another RBI single, Hill was hit by a pitch with the 
bases loaded, Bentley Ehresmann drew another run-scoring walk, an error plated another run, 
and Schelle capped the inning with a two-run single as Groton built a commanding 14-0 lead.

Zimmerman pitched all five innings to earn the championship-game victory, allowing six hits 
and one unearned run while striking out two and walking three.

Schelle and Larson each collected two hits and drove in three runs to pace the offense. 
Kyson Kucker reached base throughout the game, drawing four walks as Groton finished 
with 17 walks. Kyson Kucker and Hill each stole multiple bases, and the defense turned two 
double plays.

By sweeping the regional tournament with three consecutive victories, Groton Post 39 
earned the opportunity to compete for a state championship when it travels to Vermillion for 
the South Dakota American Legion State 14U Tournament July 24-26.

The Groton American Legion U14 team celebrates their 
winning the region championship while punching their 
ticket to the U14 State Tournament. (Photo by Katie Kesterson)

Groton Jr. Legion goes 
2-1 during busy week; 
Locke Electric falls to 

Aberdeen Circus Baseball
Groton Post 39 Junior Legion put together a 

strong week by winning two of three games, 
while Groton Locke Electric dropped a home 
contest to Aberdeen Circus Baseball in ama-
teur baseball action.

The Junior Legion squad opened Friday with 
a dramatic 6-5 victory over Smittys B, rallying 
for the winning run in the top of the seventh 
inning. With the game tied at 5-5, Braden 
Fliehs drew a bases-loaded walk to force home 
the go-ahead run.

Groton erased a 2-0 deficit with four runs 
in the fifth inning. Jordan Schwan delivered a 
two-run single to center field before Fliehs fol-
lowed with a two-run single down the left-field 
line. Smittys B answered with a run in the sixth 
to even the score before Groton responded in 
its final at-bat.

Schwan earned the win after allowing two 
runs, one earned, on four hits over four innings 
while striking out three. Wesley Borg picked 
up the save. Fliehs and Schwan each drove in 
two runs, while T.C. Schuster, Ryder Schelle 
and Borg added hits. Groton also turned a 
double play defensively.

The second game of Friday’s doubleheader 
belonged entirely to Groton, which rolled to a 
13-2 victory over Smittys B.

Jordan Schwan led the offense by going 
3-for-3 with two triples and a single, while T.C. 
Schuster had a huge day at the plate, finish-
ing 4-for-5. Groton jumped out to a 3-0 lead 
in the first inning on RBI hits by Schwan and 
Schuster along with a run scoring on a fielder’s 
choice by Ryder Schelle.

The Junior Legion squad broke the game 
open with a seven-run sixth inning. Alex Abeln 
capped the outburst with a three-run single, 
while Braden Fliehs, Xavior Ellenbecker, Lincoln 
Shilhanek and John Bisbee each drove in runs 
during the inning.

Schelle earned the pitching victory, allow-
ing one run over three innings, and Bisbee 
recorded the save.

Groton nearly completed a perfect weekend 
Sunday before falling 6-5 to Post 23 Junior 
Legion in Clark.

The Junior Legion team raced to a 4-0 first-
inning lead as T.C. Schuster doubled home two 
runs, Lincoln Shilhanek added an RBI single 
and another run scored on an error.

Post 23 battled back to tie the game be-
fore Groton regained a 5-4 advantage in the 
fifth on Schuster’s RBI single. The visitors 
answered with a run in the sixth to even the 
score before pushing across the winning run 
in the seventh after drawing a bases-loaded 
walk.

Schuster finished 2-for-4 with three RBIs to 
pace the Groton offense. Kason Oswald struck 
out nine over 5 2/3 innings before Zach Fliehs 
suffered the tough-luck loss in relief.

Meanwhile, Groton Locke Electric ran into 
a hot Aberdeen Circus Baseball club Monday, 
falling 13-4 in Groton.

Aberdeen broke the game open with a six-
run fifth inning after already holding a 2-0 
lead. Jesse Babcock led the visitors by driving 
in three runs, while Kelly Coates added two 
RBIs as Aberdeen collected 11 hits and drew 
12 walks.

Wyatt Locke started for Groton, allowing one 
run over two innings before Nick Morris took 
the loss in relief.

Bradin Althoff, Brian Hansen and Ben Althoff 
accounted for Groton’s three hits. Bradin 
Althoff drove in three of the team’s four runs, 
while Groton showed patience at the plate by 
drawing 11 walks. Ryan Groeblinghoff, Hansen 
and Brevin Fliehs each walked twice.
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Historic Jail Open House
by Dorene Nelson

Alfred “Topper” Tastad hosted an open house on the site of the currently restored 
Groton historical city jail. The event was held on Sunday, July 12, 2026, with light re-
freshments being available, provided by Tastad.

The purpose of the open house was to celebrate the ongoing work of restoration of 
the jail as well as offer Groton citizens the opportunity to join in the effort to continue 
with the process of restoration and preservation of the historic building.

Following a fire in 1912 that burned the original jail, the current jail had been built. It 
contains four separate cells and a pot belly stove as its only source of heat. In order 
to restore the jail as much as possible, the original brick and plaster walls had been 
scraped, the electrical system was updated, and the entire building was cleaned, mak-
ing it resemble the original jail as much as possible. An appropriate item found in the 
restored building is a plaque that lists every known

Elda Stange, a 102 year old Groton citizen, was willingly “arrested”  by Groton Police 
Chief Mayou and put in one of the restored jail cells. Her immediate release was pro-
vided by former police chief Mike Nehls who paid her $2 “delinquent birthday tax bill.” 

Tastad has plans for more improvements in the structure to continue the preservation 
of this landmark.

Groton Police Chief Stacy Mayou put 
102-year-old Elda Stange in jail for failure to 
pay her “birthday tax.” Former Groton Police 
Chief Michael Nehls bailed her out with the 
$2 payment. (Photo by Dorene Nelson)

Steve and Sandy Dresbach were “not 
happy” about being put in jail on Sunday. 
The jail open house was held and it was 
an opportunity for photo opps. (Photo by 

Dorene Nelson)

The open house for the 1913 Groton Jail was held 
Sunday. A good turnout was held for the event. 
(Photo by Paul Kosel)

A plaque has been established that 
lists the former Groton Police Chiefs in 
Groton, sponsored by the Eddy Nehls 
family. Pictured are Virginia Nehls, for-
mer Groton Police Chief Michael Nehls, 
and Nancy Radke. Virginia and Nancy 
were city dispatcher for the Groton Po-
lice Department for many years while 
their husbands were working for the 
police force. Both of their husbands 
were police chiefs - Eddy Nehls and 
Butch Radke. (Photo by Paul Kosel)

The left photo 
was taken dur-
ing Eddy’s retire-
ment party.

•	 Pharis Transportation 
submitted a bid for $17,500.

•	 City of Hecla submitted a 
bid for $14,001.

The council approved accept-
ing the Pharis Transportation 
bid.

Following up on action taken 
a couple of years ago, the 
council discussed requirements 
to vacate portions of West Sev-
enth Avenue and North Lincoln 
Street. The council had previ-
ously approved vacating that 
area, but paperwork had not 
been filed to do so.

Heinrich told the council what 
needs to be done to vacate that 
area, including getting written 
consent from adjoining property 
owners and publishing a public 
notice for two weeks.

After more than an hour of 
executive session discussion, the 
council also approved accepting 
applications for a full-time public 
works laborer position.
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Walking
Tacos!

GROTON 

CUSTOMER APPRECIATION

TUESDAY, JULY 28

11 am - 2 pm
Groton Bank

A subscription 
to the Groton 
Independent 

makes a great 
gift!

605-397-7460



“The Critical 
Need for More 
Nurses in the 
State of South 

Dakota”
As a registered nurse (RN) 

in South Dakota for the past 
35 years, I can honestly say 
that it has been one of the 
greatest blessings in my life 
and yet is a profession in dire 
need of more, especially in 
our rural areas. According to 
Klinski (2025), South Dakota is projected to have the third-worst nursing shortage 
in the United States by 2030, needing an additional 1,900 registered nurses (a 
14% deficit). The state faces an estimated 1,000 nursing job openings annually 
as rural healthcare systems struggle with an aging workforce and geographic 
challenges. 

I have had the honor of working as an RN in South Dakota in a multitude 
of areas, all with similar, yet different, benefits. I have worked in home health 
nursing, critical care, progressive care, the emergency department at Monument 
Health, a small rural critical access hospital, and currently, as a nurse educator at 
the University of South Dakota. I have been involved in the birth of a newborn 
baby, the peaceful death of a terminal client dying at home, the tragic deaths 
of children in the emergency department, the joy of discharging a patient who 
received life-saving treatments, the sense of pride when my nursing students 
have graduated and everything in between. Don’t get me wrong- it’s not all 
good. There are days that are incredibly sad, days that are exhausting, patients 
that are challenging and days I have left in tears.  Fortunately, those days are 
far and few between compared to the days that are filled with joy and a great 
sense of accomplishment.    

With nursing being such a rewarding career with so many different areas to 
work in, and with the extreme nursing shortage, it is important to share how peo-

By Dawn R. Warren
Ed.D., MSN, BSN, RN, University of 

South Dakota Department of Nursing

Trayce Schelle on the plate in U14 
Region Tournament held Thursday 
in Groton. Groton defeated Red-
field. (Photo by Bruce Babcock)

Groton U14 infielders: Tucker Leicht at third base, 
Trayce Schelle at short stop and Mason Locke at second 
base. (Photo by Bruce Babcock)

Outfielders Zach Fliehs and Xavi-
er Ellenbacher. (Photo by Bruce Babcock)

Groton U14 pitching is Kyson 
Kucker with Easton Larson at first 
base. (Photo by Bruce Babcock)

Tucker Leicht pitch-
ing. (Photo by Bruce Babcock)

Groton American Legion Post 
39 provided the color honor 
guard prior to the first game of 
the U14 Groton American Legion 
Tournament.  L-R Groton Legion 
members Bruce Babcock and 
Steve Dresbach. (Photo courtesy Bruce 

Babcock)

Two big units (refrigerator/freezer) have been 
moved into the Groton Community Center for the 
senior meals to be provided there. Barb Pohlkamp 
takes a look at the registration information for the 
new equipment. (Photo by Dorene Nelson)
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ple can become a nurse. South Dakota is fortunate to have 
multiple nursing programs available.  People can become 
a licensed practical nurse (LPN) in approximately one year, 
with multiple vocational schools in South Dakota offering the 
degree. A second option is to become a registered nurse 
(RN) with an associate degree, taking approximately two 
years to complete, and offered at a number of vocational 
schools and universities. The third option is to become an 
RN with a Bachelor of Science in Nursing (BSN) degree. The 
BSN degree takes approximately four years to complete, 
often times opens the doors to more leadership positions, 
and is offered at many universities in South Dakota.  

Living in South Dakota has many benefits and challenges 
all at the same time. We are blessed to live in beautiful wide 
open spaces, but with that comes the challenges of sparse 
healthcare resources and a lack of nurses to staff them. It 
is not uncommon for a farmer in South Dakota to have to 
drive two hours one way to get basic healthcare, and further 

to get advanced care. Despite 
this challenge, for those who 
choose to practice as a nurse 
in rural underserved facilities, 
it can be extremely reward-
ing. While working at Dell 
Rapids hospital, I had the 
honor of caring for women in 
labor, pediatrics, medical sur-
gical patients, trauma victims 
in our ER, patients with men-
tal health needs and more, 
all while enjoying the culture 
of a small rural town where 
everyone truly cared about 
each other. 

It is my overall hope that 
more people in South Dakota 
will look into the many ben-
efits of being a nurse, espe-
cially rural South Dakota, and 
that they will choose to get 
educated at one of the many 
excellent nursing programs 
our state offers.

Dawn has had the honor and privilege 
of being a registered nurse for 35 years. 
She earned her BSN in 1991, her Master of 
Science in Nursing Education in 2000, and 
her Doctor of Education in 2016. Dawn’s 
areas of expertise as an RN are critical 
care nursing, emergency nursing and in 
nurse education at the University of South 
Dakota. Dawn and her husband have two 
sons, both of whom are in college study-
ing to become nurses.  Follow The Prairie 
Doc® at www.prairiedoc.org, Facebook, 
Instagram, YouTube, and Tik Tok. Prairie 
Doc Programming includes On Call with the 
Prairie Doc®, a medical Q&A show (most 
Thursdays at 7pm on SDPB,  YouTube and 
streaming on Facebook), 2 podcasts, and a 
Radio program (on SDPB, Sundays at 6am 
and 1pm).



LARRY RHODEN 
* FOR GOVERNOR *

LARRY RHODEN IS PRO-LIFE 

* PRO-LIFE LEADER FOR 25 YEARS

* 100% RATING FROM SD RIGHT TO LIFE

* KEEPING SOUTH DAKOTA THE MOST 

PRO-LIFE STATE

* NOW HE'S BEING SUED FOR BANNING 

THE ABORTION PILL

HIS ANSWER: "BRING IT ON." 

I PAID FOR BY RHODEN FOR GOVERNOR I 

Citizen Alert: What is America, Where Is It and How Shall It Live?
                                                                                                  
Since Socrates first asked, some 2,500 years ago, the searching question, “how shall I live?,” philosophers and oth-

ers exploring the great ethical choices we humans must make across the years, those advocating self-awareness have 
encouraged consideration of our values and beliefs to determine the essential, defining answers to profound questions 
including “who am I” and, more broadly, “where am I,” those that keep college coffee shops open into the wee hours 
of the morning as students engage in deep dive conversations that begin to shape their lives.

These wonderfully absorbing questions, contemplated, initially, by over-caffeinated, agile young minds, but certainly 
worthy of life-long exploration, are also ones that the citizenry should be asking of America. Because the premise and 
promise of republican self-governance, beautifully summed up in Thomas Paine’s history-making pamphlet, “Common 
Sense,” in a memorable phrase, “We have the power to begin the world over again,” We the People should ask, simi-

larly, “what is America,” “where is America,” and “how shall America live?”
The power of citizenship-- the right of citizenship-- is an invitation, indeed, to state it more strongly, the duty, to raise these defining ques-

tions about our nation, knowing that the right answers about the nature, state and future of America, must involve a democratically engaged 
citizenry eager to preserve that which is worth preserving about America, taking stock of where America stands at this juncture in our na-
tion’s history—its strengths and weaknesses, merits and demerits—and asking the most nation-defining question, how shall America live?

These are questions, questions for all seasons, central to Benjamin Franklin’s declaration that delegates to the Constitutional Convention 
had given us “a republic” if we the people “can keep it.” Let us briefly consider these categories of questions, with full acknowledgment that 
this effort is but a sketch in an evolving sketchbook.

To ask, what is America? is to examine the core beliefs and values of our nation, beginning with our foundational documents-- the Declara-
tion of Independence and the Constitution. The Declaration of Independence set forth the majestic principles of life, liberty and the pursuit 
of happiness, and trumpeted the doctrines of natural rights and popular sovereignty. These values defined America at the beginning. They 
stated to the world who we are, what we stand for and, as Lincoln explained, what we aspire to become. In important ways, the Constitu-
tion, over time, has fulfilled some of the premises, that is, the aspirations, of the Declaration and, through various mechanisms such as voting 

By David Adler

The South Dakota Humanities Council is making available a weekly 
column -- “We the People” -- that focuses on the U.S. Constitution. It 
is written by David Adler, who is president of The Alturas Institute, a 
non-profit organization created to promote the Constitution, gender 
equality, and civic education. 

rights and inclusion of women, Black Americans and Native Americans, 
embodied the values, beliefs and principles that have made America 
more democratic that it was at the beginning.

The fact that America has evolved since the founding period invites 
consideration and scrutiny of the question, where is America, now? This 
solemn question invites reflection on the state of our union and must 
address matters such as compliance with constitutional commands 
and limitations, the health of the doctrines of separation of powers 
and checks and balances, the rule of law and judicial independence. 
An appraisal of the nation requires candid consideration of the rela-
tive success and failure of policies, laws, programs and practices that 
govern the lives of Americans. Critical examination must encompass 
evaluation of our elected representatives, including their motivations, 
ambitions, virtues and integrity, as well as an exercise in measuring 
their devotion to their constituents and, perhaps, their self-serving 
behavior. This honest, to-the-bone assessment of the nation includes 
policies, foreign and domestic. Create an extensive scorecard and 
examine and grade such policies as tariffs, trade agreements and war-
making, and those that affect affordability, energy and food prices, 
as well as health care. Does America seem committed to the grand 
principles of the Declaration of Independence? Are we a nation the 
lives up to the principle of equal justice for all or do we have a two-
tiered justice system, one for ordinary citizens and another for the 
rich and powerful?

In the end, the question of how America should live invites consider-
ation of the question of the values, beliefs and principles that should 
govern the life of the 
nation. The 250th an-
niversary of the found-
ing of our country 
represents an oppor-
tunity for an ongoing 
conversation of what 
America stands for, 
at home and abroad. 
Fundamentally, let’s 
ask ourselves if we 
continue to believe in 
government of, by and 
for the people?

David Adler is presi-
dent of The Alturas 
Institute, a non-profit 
organization created 
to promote the Consti-
tution, gender equal-
ity and civic educa-
tion. This column is 
made possible with 
the support of the 
South Dakota Humani-
ties Council, South 
Dakota NewsMedia 
Association and this 
newspaper.
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Groton reaches Region 6B championship game
MILBANK — Groton Post 39 moved within one victory of a Region 6B American 

Legion Baseball Tournament championship after winning its first two games and 
advancing to Thursday’s title round in the double-elimination tournament.

Groton opened tournament play Tuesday with a 12-0 victory over Big Stone City 
Sisseton before overpowering Sisseton, 4-1, later that day. Post 39 then punched 
its ticket to the championship game Wednesday with a 6-2 win over host Milbank.

Groton will play for the regional title Thursday at 2 p.m. If the team loses its first 
championship game, a winner-take-all second game will be played approximately 
30 minutes later.

Sisseton stayed alive in the elimination bracket by defeating Claremont 12-4 on 
Wednesday before facing Milbank Wednesday evening. The winner of that contest 
advances to Thursday’s championship game against Groton.

Groton’s tournament began with a strong pitching performance from Alex Abeln 
in a 4-1 victory over Sisseton. After Sisseton scored an unearned run in the first 
inning, Groton tied the game in the second when Abeln drove in a run on a fielder’s 
choice. Carter Simon’s RBI triple broke a 1-1 tie in the fifth inning, and a Gavin 
Englund fielder’s choice extended the lead.

Abeln earned the win, allowing just three hits and one unearned run over 6 1/3 
innings while striking out five. Braeden Fliehs recorded the save. Lincoln Krause 
and Nick Groeblinghoff each collected two hits, while Abeln, Englund and Simon 
each drove in a run.

In Tuesday’s second game, Groton erupted for seven runs in the fourth inning 
to defeat Badgers Post 229 12-0. Jordan Schwan tripled and later scored in the 
third inning, while Nick Groeblinghoff added a two-run triple as Post 39 built an 
early lead. The fourth inning featured RBI hits from Alex Abeln, Karsten Fliehs and 
Tristin McGannon, along with patient plate appearances that helped Groton score 
seven times.

Jarrett Erdmann tossed a two-hit shutout over five innings, striking out eight. 
Groeblinghoff and Schwan each had two hits, while T.C. Schuster, McGannon and 
Groeblinghoff drove in two runs apiece.

Groton completed its unbeaten run through the winner’s bracket Wednesday by 
defeating Milbank 6-2.

Alex Abeln paced the offense with three singles, while Groton broke a scoreless 
tie with three runs in the third inning on a two-run double by Gavin Englund and 
an RBI single from T.C. Schuster.

Schuster was dominant on the mound, pitching a complete game while allowing 
just three hits and two unearned runs. He struck out six and walked one. Groton 
finished with 10 hits as Englund and Carter Simon each drove in two runs, while 
Nick Groeblinghoff added two hits. The defense also turned a double play.

With three straight victories, Groton now needs one more win Thursday to capture 
the Region 6B championship and advance to the state tournament.

The Life of Alan Nierman
Services for Alan Nierman, 77, of Groton will be 

10:00 a.m., Monday, July 27, 2026, at St. John’s 
Lutheran Church, Groton. Rev. Jeremy Yeadon will 
officiate.  Burial will be at Groton Union Cemetery, 
under the direction of Paetznick-Garness Funeral 
Chapel, Groton. Luncheon will directly follow the 
burial at St. John’s Parish Hall.

Visitation will be held at the Paetznick-Garness 
Funeral Chapel from 5-7 p.m., with the prayer 
service at 7:00 p.m. on Sunday.

Alan passed away July 20, 2026 at Sanford Medi-
cal Center, Aberdeen.

Alan Lee Nierman was born on December 12, 
1948 in Wenatchee, Washington to Wally and Ann 
(Goldin) Nierman. The family returned to South 
Dakota when Alan was two and he was raised on 

the family farm. Alan attended school in Groton, graduating in 1967. On July 
1, 1968, he was united in marriage with Bonnie Bahr at St. John’s Lutheran 
Church, Groton. He farmed with his dad for a time before Bonnie and him 
purchased the farm. In those early years, they also raised sheep and cattle. 
They were blessed to have each other for 58 wonderful years and have three 
children. Alan continued farming until his retirement in the early 2000s. He 
then was employed with the Groton Area School, working as a custodian 
for several years.

Alan was a member of St. John’s Lutheran Church, Groton. He was an 
avid reader, especially enjoying the green sheets. He loved mowing, looking 
at old vehicles, and restored several pickups over the years. He cherished 
time spent with family, especially his children, his grandchildren, his sister 
Janis, and his brother Jon. He had a special friendship with his father-in-law, 
Orville. Alan could often be found with a smile on his face, laughing and 
singing to his family. On beautiful days, he loved to go for rides in the side 
by side with the love of his life Bonnie. He enjoyed many trips to the Black 
Hills vacationing with his wife, children and grandchildren.

Alan had a way of making everyone around him smile. He was always 
cracking jokes, bringing laughter wherever he went and his kind heart made 
everyone feel welcome. More than anything he adored his wife, never miss-
ing a chance to tell how beautiful she was and shower her with his love. His 
warmth, humor, and unwavering love are the legacy we will carry with us 
forever. He will be greatly missed.

Celebrating his life is his wife, Bonnie of Groton, his children, Chad Nierman 
of Groton, Lisa Adler of Groton and Jesse (Becky) Nierman of Ipswich, his 
grandchildren, Jarrett Adler, Jessica (Evan) Maurer, Jacob (Ashley) Nierman, 
Jordan Nierman, and Anna Nierman. He was so looking forward to the ar-
rival of his first great grandchild. Alan is also survived by his siblings, Janis 
(Bill) Havens of Denver, CO, Jon Nierman of Corvallis, MT and many nieces 
and nephews.

Preceding him in death were his parents, his mother-in-law Donna Bahr, 
his father-in-law Orville Bahr, sister, Jenan Nilson, son-in-law, Phillip Adler 
and sister-in-law, Elda Nierman.

Casketbearers will be his grandchildren.


